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LIST OF PAPERS. 


MIXED COMMISSION COURTS. 


SIERRA LEONE. 





No. Date. | Receipt. Suspect. 
1861 1862 
1. H.M.’s Acting Judge to Earl Russell -»| Dec. 15 Jan. 10 | Has communicated Slave Trade in- 
(No, 42) formation to naval officers. 
2. ce % ..| Dec. 31 | Feb. 10} No payments made to Liberated 
(No. 46) African Department 
3. Pa " .»| Dec. 31 | Feb. 10| No case adjudicated in Mixed 
(No. 47) Courts during last half year 
4. + » ..| Dec. 31 | Feb. 10] No slaves emancipated . .. ae 
(No. 48) | 1862 | 
5 » in Jan. 2/ Feb. 10 Haif-yearly Return of vessels adju- 
(No. 1) dicated in Vice-Admiralty Courts 
6. H.M.’s Judge to Earl Russell os -»| Jan. 13 | Feb. 10} Return to his post on January 11. 
(Separate : 
_ 7. H.M.'s Judge to Mr. Layard ; - uf Mar. 31 | May 12} No payment to Liberated African 
_ 10) Department 
8. H.M.'s Judge to Earl Russell Apr. 1]| May 12] Spanish Judge and Arbitrator sworn 
(8 No. i) 
9. H.M.’s Judge to Mr. Layard oa .| June 30 | Aug. 11] No payments to Liberated African 
(N 0. 20) Department 
10. ib ” June 30 | Aug. 11 | No case adjudicated i in Mixed Courts 
(No. 21) during last half-year 
11. H.M.'s Judge to Earl Russell oe ..| June 30} Aug. 11] No slaves emancipated sins last 
(No. 22) half-year . 
12. ” ” «e -.| July 1] Aug. 11} Half-yearly Return of cases adju- 
(No. 23) dicated 
18. H.M.’s Judge to Mr. Layard ee -»| Sept. 30 | Nov. 11} No payment to Liberated African 
; (No. 29) Department ‘ 
14. H.M.'s Judge to Earl Russell a, Sept. 80 | Nov. 11} Report for year ending September 
lo. 8 30, 1862 
15. re ry @ gs Nov. 3] Dee. 13 | Capture of “Jane” "and adjudication 
; Rp (Netherlands. ‘No. 1) : 
16. ” ” ae .. | Nov. 12] Dee. 18 Governor Blackall sworn as arbi- 
(Netherlands. No. 2) trator 
17. Mr. Layard to H.M.'s Judge és --| Dec. 23 Copies of despatches relative to 
(No. 11) “Jane ‘<4 
HAVANA. 
1861 1862 
18. H.M.’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell ..| Dec. $1 | Jan. 29 | No arg: ae negroes sent from 
(No. 15) | 1862 Cuba to Jamaica in 1861 . . 
19, ” re --| Jan. 1] Jan. 29} No case before Mixed Court at 
(No. 1) Havana during last six months .. 
20. ” oe | Jan. 21| Mar. 3] Mr. Ryder’s return to his post .. 
No, 2; 
21. H.M.'s Commissioners to Earl iat es | Ses, 21] Mar. .3 ry: of a ene death 
(No. 3) = Lg Highness the Prince 
$9, H.M.’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell ..| Feb. 4] Mar. 3 Zola” and “ Castille.” 
_ (No. 4) | relating to damages of “ eas 
23. 6 » (No. -»| May 20/ June 28 | “ Claim for damages 14,899 
6) .  < ee e 





Page 


ob 


10 
10 


26. 
27. 


53. 


. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners ; 
(No. 1) 
.| Mar. 28 


28. H.M.’s Commissioners to Earl Russell 


. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners 


. H.M.’s Commissioners to Earl Russell 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


. H.M.’s Acting Commissary Judge to Earl 
Russell (No. 8) 

5. Earl Russell to H.M.'s Acting Commistary 
Judge (No. 8) 

H.M.’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell .. 

(No. 9) 

7 ” (No. 12)" 


, 
Date. 


1862 


Receipt. 
1862 


Susysecr. 


July 7} July 28 rag Mr. Ryder. Has taken 


Aug. 18 


a payment of 14,899 dol- 
lars, with 5 per cent. interest, to 
owners of “ Eola” 


July 21] Aug. 29 | “ Castilla.” Advises bill ‘for com- 


.| Sept. 30 


pensation .. 


Oct. 30 Anoual Report upon Cuban Slave 





CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


. H.M.’s Commissioners to Earl Russell 
(No. 23) 


(No. 25) 
(No. 26) 


(No. 3) 


(No. 6) 


” ” 


(No. 8) 
7 (Confidential) 
(No. 9) 


(No. 15) 
(No. 16) 


(Confidential. 
” » 


(No. 22) 
(No. 


7 ‘ 23) 
No. 11) 
(No. 24) 
‘i ” (No. 25) 
. 26) 
. 27) 
(No. 29) 


(No.1) 


(No. 2) 
-|Jan. 3 


(No. 12) 
-+| May 15 


(Confidential) 
--| May 23 
(No. 17) 


Separate) 
--| Sept. 18 


1861 
Nov. 8 


Jan. 3 


.| Jan. 17 
..| Jan. 18 


Feb. 28 


«| Jan. 31 


Apr. 15 


May 10 


May 31 
Sept. 10 


Sept. 19 


-| Nov. 5 
. | Sept. 22 
.| Sept. 30 
.| Oct. 1 


Oct. 17 
Nov. 20 


1862 
Jan. 2 


Mar. 31 
May 31 
June 27 
June 27 
Aug. 1 


Twenty-two cases adjudicated .. 


House lease will expire October 1, 
1864. As to renewal 
Movements of slavers aie 


No case adjudicated during last half- 
ear 
case adjudicated during y' ear 
1861 ‘ 
No slaves liberated during year 1861 


Annual Report of Mixed Commis- 
sioners for 1861 . . 

“ Flor da Cabaceira.” 
and papers. Released .. we 

May renew lease of house from 
October next for six years 

“Flor da Cabaceira.” Copy of 
Queen’s Advocate’s Report 

Dhow condemned in eae 
Court .. 

Lease of house "Yenewed for six 
years from October Ist next 

Slave Trade on East Coast of Africa. 
Apparent suppression xe 

“ Flor da Cabaceira.” Remarks 
on Queen’s Advocate’s Report . 

Departure of Portuguese Commis- 
sioner on leave .. 

Report of cases of eighteen dhows 
condemned inVice- Admiralty Court 

“Delta” and “ Louisa,” arrival in 
Table Bay 

Annual Report on Slave Trade on 
East Coast 

Dhowscondemned in n Vice-Admiralty 
Court‘on 18th instant .. 

Appointment of Mr. Uphamas Judge 


Report 


Lease of house renewed for six years 


Three dhows condemned in Vice- 
Admiralty Court .. 
Retirement of Mr. Surtees, Her 
Majesty's Arbitrator .. 
Receipt of commission under United 
States’ Slave Trade Treaty 
Pea of British and United States’ 
Commission Court Ke 





NEW YORK. 


H.M.'s Judge to Eari Russell 


1862 


F .. | Sept. 15 
(No. 1) | 





1862 
Sept. 29 





Receipt of commission, &c.. .. 





Page 


12 


12 
12 
13 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 


LOANDA. 
No. Date. a 
1861 186! 
54. Consul Sir H. Huntley to Earl Russell -.| Oct. 5/Jan. 2 
(Separate) 
55. » » ee Oct. 15 Jan. 2 
(Separate) 
56. » oe Nov. 1| Jan. 2 
(No. 24) 
57. ” ” -|Nov. 5|Jan. 2 
(Separate) 1862 
58. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners * " Jan. 16 : 
(No. 1 
59. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissioner Jan. 22 i 
(No.2) | 1861 
60. H.M.’s Commissioners to Earl Russell -.| Oct. 30| Feb. 1 
(No. 54) 
61. Fe -| Oct. $31] Feb. 1 
(No. 55). 
62. * ” -.| Nov. 21] Feb. 1 
(No. 58) 
63. ” ” oe Nov. 25 Feb. 1 
(No. 59) 
64. ” ” -.| Nov. 22] Jan. 27 
(No. 60) 
65. ” ” ..| Nov. 30| Jan. 27 
(No. 61) 
66. zs * --| Dec. 8| Jan. 27 
(No. 62) 
67. Consul Sir H. Huntley to Earl Russell --| Nov. 23| Feb. 1 
(No. 25) 
68. % * ..| Nov. 24| Feb, 1 
(No. 26) | 1862 
69. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners -+| Feb. 24 
(No. 5) 
70. H.M.’s Commissioners to Earl Russell --|Jan. 1] Mar. 14 
(No. 3) 
71. ” ” Jan. 8 {| Mar. 14 
(No. 4) 
72. 5 a5 Jan. 15] Mar. 14 
(No. 5) 
73. ” ” -+| Jan. 27] Apr. 2 
(No. 6) 
74, % ” -|Jan. 27) Apr. 2 
(No. 7) 
75. ” ” Jan. 27 Apr. 2 
(No. 8) 
76. ” ” Jan, 3] Apr. 12 
(No. 9) 
77. ” ” Feb. 28 May 4 
(No. 12) 
78. ” ” Mar. 7| May 4 
(No. 13) 
79. ” ” --|Mar. 8| May 4 
(No. 14) 
80. ” ” --|Mar.12| May 4 
(No. 15) 
81. ” ” -| Mar. 25 May 12 
(No. 16) 
81*. Consul Sir H. Huntley to Earl Russell ..| Apr. 7 | June 12 
(No. 5) 
82. H.M.’s Commissioners to Earl Russell «+| Apr. 1] July 10 
(No. 17) 
83. ” ” --| Apr. 8] July 10 
‘ (No. 19) 
84. ” » | Apr. 15 | July 10 
(No. 20) 
85. es re .-| Apr. 20} July 10 
(No. 21) 
86. > * »-| May 5} July 10 
(No. 24) 
87. ” ’ .-| Apr. 10) July 10 
(Separate) 


Crass A. 


Sursecr. Page 


Refutes Mr. Gabriel's statement 
that he lives with Senhor Flores. . 
ae i is repaired and he is living 

in it oe. 
Delay in forwarding his despatches. 


His relations with Mr. Gabriel 


Emigration of free negroes from 
Loanda to St. Theeee “ 

To defend case against Commander 
Beamish for loss of a coal lighter. 
“Lord of the Isles” restored by 
Tribunal de Prezas a as 

“ Maria Isabel” condemned 


Arrival of “J. J. Cobb” in com- 
pan: with Her Majesty’s if 
“ Alecto” 

“ Tyra,” with 900 ‘slaves, “captured 
by Her Majesty’s ship “ Ranger” 

Has engaged Mr. Peixoto as io 
porary Clerk .. we an 

Suspected vessels .. ee oe 


Ditto. oe +e aie ee 


Alleged infraction of Custom-house 
dues by Mr. Gabriel 

Alleged ille; ee search of Portuguese 
vessel by British ship of war 

ye tempora ies of 

Peixoto as Clerk .. 

No case of adjudication during the 
half-year .. 

Removal of slaves to St. Thomas. . 


Schooner without colours or papers, 
and 500 = captured by 
“ Ranger”. 

Slaves emancipated to December 31, 
1861 “a 

Receipt of No. 21. Slave Trade 
information ee es 

Receipt of No. 20. Mr. Hewett's 
appointment oe 

Joint Report of Mixed Commission. 


“ White Cloud” destroyed by na- 
tives of Congo .. 

Irregularity in receipt of correspond 
ence from Fernando Po .. 

ae of “ Sophia” with slaves on 


Picea subjects int interested i in « Unio 
Mercanti a ee 
Escape of “ Sophit ee 


Has declined to receive a letter on 
Slave Trade affairs addressed to 
him as Consul by the Secretary to 
Government +e 

Barque and schooner without colours 
captured by “Griffon” .. 

Fulfilment of instructions contained 
in No.1 .. 

Refusal of Governor-General to re- 

ceive communications on SlaveTrade 

Brig, supposed “ Alegre,” earn 
by “Toreh”  ., 

Sleves to St. Thomas ; and < conimuti- 
cations on Slave Trade. Corres- 
pondence een Governor-General 

Loss of iron lighter by “ Wrangler.” 
lies gr ae es 


110 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


No. Date. | Receipt. 
1862 1862 
88, Consul Sir H. Huntley to Earl Russell -| Apr. 80 | July 10 
No. 6 
89. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners ) July 23] .. 
No, 12 
90. Mr. Layard to H.M.'s Chane 7 July 23 
rate) 
91. H.M.’s Commissioners to Earl Rael --| May 23 | Aug. 11 
(No. 26) 
92. » ..| May 80] Aug. 11 
(No. 28) 
93. ” June 2] Aug. 11 
(No. 29) 
94, Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners ..| Aug. 28 
(No. 14) 
95. . " Aug. 28 
(No. 15) 
96. r 6 Sept. 23 ee 
(No. 17) 
97. H.M.’s Commissioners to Earl Russell -| July 5} Sept. 27 
(No. 34) 
98. » » July 10 | Sept. 27 
5 (No. 36) . 
99. . ‘ .| July 10] Sept. 27 
(No. 37) J 
100. se MA -+| July 12] Sept. 27 
(No. 38) 
101. " = --| July 24 | Sept. 27 
(No. 39) 
102. ” ” . | Aug. 1] Sept. 27 
(No. 40) 
103. ” ” ee Aug. 2 Sept. 27 
(No. 41) 
104. ‘i i ..| Aug. 4] Sept. 27 
(No. 42) 
105. ” » ..| Aug. 8| Sept. 27 
(No. 44) 
106. % ..| Aug. 9| Sept. 27 
(No. 45) 
107. ” ” .. | Aug. 20] Nov. 11 
(No. 46) 
108. ‘ * ..| Aug. 20| Nov. 11 
(No. 47) 
109. x me Sept. 14 | Nov. 11 
(No. 48) 
110. 5 * ..| Sept. 16 | Nov. 11 
(No. 49) 
lll. i ra .. | Sept. 17 | Nov. 15 
(No. 50) 
112, ” rs ..| Sept. 27 | Nov. 15 
. (No. 51) 
113. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners _. . | Nov. 24 oe 
(No. 19) 
114, » Nov. 24 
(No. 20) 
115 . 1» ..| Nov. 24 o 
(No. 21) 
116. ” .. | Dec. 22 
(No. 22) - 
117. ” » .| Dec. 23 ee 
(No. 24) 
118. Mr. Layard to H.M.’s Commissioners - | Dec. 23 ee 


119. 
120. 
121. 


(No. 25) 





Sussecr. Page 


Respecting correspondence between 
authorities at Loanda_.. 

Correspondence with Governor-Ge- 
neral. Copy No. 1 to Mr. Herries 

“‘ Wrangler” ie coaling lighter .. 


Approving appointment of Mr. Pei- 
tae a toek Receipt of No. 5 
 Libertade,” with negroes for St. 
Thomas, boarded by “ Torch ” 
Arrival of Mr. Hewett. Expenses 
of his passage .. os 
Correspondence with Governor-Ge- 
neral, Approves proceedings .. 
Slaves to St. Thomas. Ditto .. 


Slaves to St. Thomas. Steps taken 
by Portuguese Government to stop 

No cases during half-year June 30, 
1861, in Mixed Commission Court 

Slaves to St. Thomas. Sailing of 
“Dona Antonia” 

Vessel captured by “ Antelope” (558 
slaves), name, &c., unknown 

Termination of French Emigration 
Pm Arrival of uew French 

ommodore 

Dr. J. J. Rodrigues resumed duties 
as Portuguese Commissioner .. 

Schooner captured by “ Wye” (295 
slaves), name, &c., unknown 

Brig captured by “Dart,” name, &c., 
unknown .. 

Barque captured by “ Espoir,” name, 
&c., unknown 

Vessel captured by “ Antelope.” 
(303 slaves), name, &c., unknown 

“ Paquete de Loanda” captured by 
“ Antelope” ee 

Ditto. Correspondence with Gover- 
nor-General 

Proceedings relative to “Paguete de 
Mossamedes” . 

Statements of two British “subjects 
in re “ Lady Abercromby” 

ee without colours captured 

Her Majesty's ship “ Zebra”. 

“} laquete = Loanda.” Corres 
venteies with Governor-General. 
Arrival of Governor-General An- 
drade.. ee ee 
Approves No. 46. « Paquete de 
Loanda” ee ee 
Approves No. 47.“ ee de 


letter. 
gered of Commodore Edmonstone 
irregularity of mails .. 


Anproves Ne jo. 50. Nei de 


To make inquiries ‘respecting dis- 
turbance at copper mines oe 


LOANDA. Board of Superintendence. 


1861 1862 


H.M.'s Commissioner to hows Russell 
(No, 1) 


. | Dec. 21] Apr, 2 | Has resumed his seat as member of 
-. 189 
Dec. 29} Apr. 2} Senhor Castro Francisca sppetel 


Board of Superintendence. 


Curator .. ee > a% 


111 
120 
121 
121 
121 
121 
122 
123 
123 
123 
123 


-. 124 


No. 

122. 
123. 
124. 
125. 
126. 
127. 


128. 
129. 
130. 
131. 


132. 


133. 
134. 


135. 
136. 
137. 
138. 
139. 
140. 


141. 
142. 


143. 
144. 
145. 
146. 
147. 
148. 
149. 
150. 
151. 
152. 
153. 
154. 
157. 
158. 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


H.M.’s Commissioner to Earl Russell ; 
(No. 1) 
Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissioner me 
(No. 8) 

H.M.’s Commissioner to Earl Russell ci 
(No. 3) 

‘ " (No. 4) 

- . (No. 5) 
. (No. 6) 


.| Jan. 


Date. 
1862 
Apr. 17 


Apr. "5 


-| June 10 
-| July 5 


Oct. 5 


5 | Apr. 


Receipt. 
1862 
2 


July 10 
Aug. 11 
Sept. 27 


Dec. 2 


Sussect. 


Curator’s Report to December 31, 
1861 “ 

Great neglect in not summoning 
Board before... 

Curator’s Report to March 31, 1862 


Re- 


Disposal of liberated Africans. 
ceipt of No.8... 
Curator's Report to June 30, 1862. 


Curator’s Report to Sept. 30, 1862 





REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 
WEST COAST OF AFRICA STATION. 


Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | 
the Admiralt 


1861 


Nov. 18] Jan. 


Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary | Nov. 19 
to the Admiralty 1862 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Ham- | Jan. 6 
mond 1861 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary | Nov. 20 

to the Admiralty 
Commander Raby to the Secretary to the | Aug. 24 
Admiralty 
” ” --| Oct. 4 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | Nov. 18 
the Admiralty 
Commander Raby to the Secretary to the | June 
Admiralty 
Lieutenant Mc Hardy to Captain Philips ..| Aug. 15 
1862 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | Jan. 1 
the Admiralty 
” ” «.| Jan. 2 
+s 5 ..| Jan. 2 
9 i .| Jan. 2 
v ” «-| Jan. 20 
Commander Wratislaw to Commodore Ed- | Jan. 2 
monstone 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | Feb. 26 
the Admiralt ) 
Commodore 'Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral | Mar. 
Sir B. Walker 
» ” .| Mar. 3 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | Mar. 3 
the Admiralty 
Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone | Mar. 4 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | Apr. 8 
the Admiralty 
” ” -| Apr. 8 
Commander Beamish to Commodore Edmon- | Mar. 27 
stone 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | Apr. 10 
the Admiralty 
Rear- Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary | Mar. 29 
to the Admiralty 
Lieutenant Mc Hardy to the Secretary to the | May 2 
Admiralty 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary | May 21 
to the Admiralty 
Commander Smith to Commodore Edmon- | Apr. 26 
stone 
Commander Perry to Commodore Edmon- | Mar. 27 


stone 


1862 


Apr. 


Apr. 


May 


May 
June 
June 30 
June 30 
July 12 
July 12 


6| On emigration of negroes from 


Loanda to St. Thomas’ 
Commander Douglas’ proceedings it in 
Niger River oe 
Commodore Edmonstone’s Report ot on 
Slave Trade to September 30, 1861 
Half-yearl hid se from Commanders 


of Her ajesty's ra “ Sidon,” 
“ Brisk,” “ Lyra,” 
Boarding of am barque 


“George and Mary”. 
Boarding of “ J. J. Cubb ie 
Loss of sail in coaling “ Wrang- 

ler” 

Boarding of “Wells” under Ame- 
rican colours oe 


Portuguese dhow destroyed by 
“«* Penguin ” 558 
« Bertha.” Commander Smith's 


reason for examining. 

Lagos and Abbeokuta. Disturbed 
state of .. 

King Catty. Not desirable 
adopt hostile measures against 
laver captured by Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Torch” in Gallinas 

State of affairs at Lagos .. 

Capture of slaver by Her ‘Majesty’ 8 
ship ** Ranger.” 

Detention of a trader in Bonny 
River . 

Force should be organised to protect 
African Rivers .. 

Steps taken to punish Chiefs ‘in 
Bimbia River. 

Endeavours to establish peace be- 
tween Little Popoe and Aghwey 
Capture of slaver by Her Majesty's 

ship “Torch” .. 

Shipment of slaves from Whydai 1 


to 


Report on land granted to Senhor 
Flores . 

Claim on Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment for loss of a lighter at Loanda 

Expedition up the Bramiah River 
Report on Slave Trade on West 

oast of Africa .. 

“ Matilda” boarded by Her Ma- 
jesty’s ship “ Penguin ” 

“Storm King” visited by Her 
Majesty’s ship * Penguin” 

Boarding of American barque 
& Lark” by “ Torch "’ Be 

Capture of barque and schooner by 
“ Griffon,” name, &c., unknown... 


195 
195 


vill 


No. 


159. 
160, 
161. 
162. 
163. 
164. 
165. 
166. 


167. 
168. 


169. 
170. 
171. 
172. 
173. 
174. 
175. 
176. 


177. 
178. 


179. 
180. 
181. 


182. 
183. 


184, 
185. 
186. 


187. 
188. 


189. 
190, 


191. 
192. 
193. 
194, 
125. 
196. 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


| Date. 
1862 

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | May 19 
the Admiralty 

Captain Philips to the Secretary to the | Apr. 23 
Admiralt 

Commander Anderson to Commodore Ed- | June 13 
monstone 

Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral | May 20 
Sir B. Walker 

Commander Wratislaw to Commodore Ed- | May 25 
monstone 

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | June 20 
the Admiralt 

Commodore Edmonstone to Rear Admiral | June 13 
Sir B. Walker 

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | Aug. 7 
the Admiralty 

Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral | Sept. 2 
Sir B. Walker 

Commander Symons to Commodore Ed- | Aug. 1 
monstone 

Mr. Roberts to Commudore Edmonstone_ ..| July 27 

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | July 22 
the Admiralty 

Commander Wratislaw to Commodore Ed- | July 17 
monstone 

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | Sept. 2 
the Admiralty 

” ” . Sept. 2 
Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmon- | July 22 

stone 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | July 22 
the Admiralty : 
” ” Sept. 12 
Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstore | Aug. 20 
Commander Simpson to Commodore Edmon- | Aug. 9 
stone 

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | Sept. 12 
the Admiralty 

Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary | Sept. 15 
to the Admiralty 
” ” .- Sept 19 
Commander Smith to Commodore Edmon- ‘ 
stone 

Commander Leycester to the Secretary to | Sept. 11 
the Admiralty , 

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | Oct. 6 
the Admiralty 

” ” Sept 20 

” ” . Sept. 20 

” ” oe Oct. 20 
Commander Hoskins to the Secretary to the Aug. 29 

Admiralty 

”» ” --| Oct. 4 

Commodore Edmonstone to the Seeretary to ne 
the Admirilty 

Commodore 1dinonstone to Rear-Admiral July 20 
Sir B. Walker 

Commander * nons to Commodore Edmon- | Aug. 27 
stone 

Commodore .’dmonstone to the Secretary to | Dec. 5 
the Admiralty 

Lieutenant-Commander Hardy to the Secre- | Nov. 13 
tary to the Admiralty 

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to | July 20 
the Admiralty 

Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral | Oct. 22 


Sir B. Walker 


Receipt. 
1862 
July 12 
July 14 


July 


Dec. 11 


Dec. 12 
1863 
Jan, 24 


Sussecr. 


Boarding of Portuguese brigantine 
bs Liberdade™ “3 

“Ville d’Aigues Mortes” visited by 
“ Brisk” . 

Slaver captured by “ Flying Fish” 


Slave Trade on West Coast of Africa 
“ Clarissa” boarded by “ Ranger” 


Slaver (558 slaves) captured by Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Antelope” .. 
“Tarucho Secundo,” Portuguese 

vessel, boarded by “ Prometheus” 

Slaver, name, &c., unknown, cap- 
tured by Her Majesty's ~e 
“ Antelope” 

Slavers captured in his division since 
June 24 .. 

Portuguese schooner “ Massango ” 
boarded by Her mip s ship 
& Lee” 

Boarding of « Concepcio” ” by Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Wye” 

American _ barque 
boarded by “ Arrogant”. 

American barque “Joshua Brogden” 
boarded by “ Ranger” .. 

French vessel “ Preece Frédéric ” 
boarded by “ Dart” « 

“Investigator ” ordered up Niger t to 
visit Dr. Baikie .. ‘ 

Barque captured by “ Espoir 


« Seamew” 


” 


Boarding of American barque “ Cla- 
rissa” by “Arrogant” .. 
Arrangements for sending ‘ Inves- 
tigator” up the Niger “se 
Condemnation of “ Clarissa” .. 
Destruction of a schooner with 
slaves off Congo.. 
Atrocities in Dahomey. Threatened 
attack on Abbeokuta.. 
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SIERRA LEONE. 


No. l. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to Earl Russell, No. 42, January 10, 1862. 
[Acknowledging Slave Trade information. ] 


No. 2. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received February 10, 1862.) 


(No. 46. General.) 
Sir, ’ Sierra Leone, December 31, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no payments have been made by the 
Courts of Mixed Commission to the Liberated African Department in this Colony, 


on account of captured slaves, during the quarter ending this day. 


have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 


No. 3. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received February 10, 1862.) 


(No. 47. General.) 
Sir, Sierra Leone, December 31, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no case has come before the British 
and Netherlands, British and Spanish, British and Argentine, British and Bolivian, 
' British and Chilian, British and Equatorial, and British and Uruguayan Mixed 
Courts of Justice established in this Colony for the prevention of the illicit Traffic 
in Slaves, during the half-year ending this day. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 
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2 SIERRA LEONE. ° 
No. 4. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received February 10, 1862.) 


No. 48. General.) 
y Lord, Sierra Leone, December 31, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no slaves have been 
emancipated, and consequently none have been registered by the Courts of Mixed 
Commission at this station, during the half-year ending this day. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 


No, 5. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—( Received February 10.) 


(No. 1. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, January 2, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, to rou Lordship a Return of 
vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, which have 
been adjudicated by the Vire-Admiralty Court in this Colony, during the half-year 
ending December 31, 1861, under the Act 2 and 3 Vict., cap. 73. 


have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 


Inclosure in No. 5. 


Retourx of Vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in Slave Trade, and adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, from July 1 to December 31, 1861. 





Name 4 
i Where 
Sl 3 
3 captured. 
Master. F 
} 1961 | Lat. Long. 
Unknown —...| None ...| Unknown «+.| June 13] Inside the bar of the 
“ Gallinas river 
N. Ww. 
Diana ... | None ../ J. Ros... «| July 3/10°29/ 40” 14954'30" 
Jacinta | None ...| Unknown | May 7 


Sierra Leone, January 1, 1862. 
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THOMAS MARSTON, Registrar. 


“INOTI VUUTIS 


4 SIERRA LEONE. : ae 
No. 6. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell—(Received February 10.) 
(Separate.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, January 13, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I returned to this Colony 
on the 11th instant, to resume my duties as Her Majesty’s Judge of the Courts of 
Mixed Commission. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 7. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Mr. Layard.—(Received May 12.) 


(No. 10. General.) 
Sir, ' Sierra Leone, March 31, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no payments have been made by the 
Courts of Mixed Commission to the Liberated African Department in this Colony, 
on account of captured slaves, during the quarter ending this day. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G, SKELTON. 





No. 8. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell—(Received May 12.) 


(No. 1. Spain.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, April 1, 1862. 
| HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that M. Pio de Emperanza 
and M. Narciso Perez Petinto, the newly-appointed Judge and Arbitrator on the 
part of Her Catholic Majesty in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice in 
this Colony, took the usual oath of office on the 31st ultimo. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 9. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Mr. Layard.—(Received August 11.) 


(No. 20. General.) 
Sir, Sierra Leone, June 30, 1862. 

. | HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no payments have been made by 
the Courts of Mixed Commission to the Liberated African Department in this 
Colony, on account of captured slaves, during the se rang this day. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 10. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Mr. Layard.—-(Received August 11.) 


(No 21. General.) : 
Sir, Sierra Leone, June 30, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no case has come before the British 
and Netherlands, British and Spanish, British and Argentine, British and Uruguayan, 
British and Bolivian, British and Chilian, British and pastoral Mixed Courts of 
Justice, established in this Colony, for the prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves, 
during the half-year ending this day. 

-T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





SIERRA LEONE. % 


No. 11: 


Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell.—( Received August 11.) 


(No. 22. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, June 30, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no slaves have been eman- 
cipated, and, consequently, that none have been registered by the Courts of Mixed 
Commission at this station during the half-year ending this day. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) -G. SKELTON. 





No. 12. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received August 11.) 


(No. 23. General.) - 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 1, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a Return of the 
only vessel captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, which has 
been adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court in this Colony, during the half-year 
ending June 30, 1862, under the Act 2 and 3 Vict., cap. 73. & 

, &e 


I have is 
(Signed) — G. SKELTON. 


Inclosure in No. 12. 


Return of Vessels Captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and Adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, from January 1 to June 30, 1862. 








£ H i Bg Decretal der ‘which 
— is =i. retal part | under whic! Whether condemned 
Name Ey Property efi 2 e Zs zg Tonnage, ee of seer 4 hasbeen 0 id or converted, wales 
: f 3s r. 2 |SSislés ntence, was , jand whether an: remains unsold, arks. 
Name of Vessel. Flag bi a eaphuned wisad 2 iss PE 3) English. whether or cad Er vices hanes te 
Master. < : Hed 3 e Forfeiture or prosecution proceeds remain. 
8 2 |es|sele3 Restitution. | instituted. 
4 a iz zseé 
1862 Lat. Long. 1862 
v en ...| Unknoy ..| Apr. 18] RioNunez... ,...| Barque, yards and | W. H. Anderson, Esq.,| June 5| ...| ... |... | Under 19th sec-| Forfeiture ...| 2.& 3 Vict., | Two anchors, 18 fathom chain cable, | Vessel for Slave 
akeown Bene mene ee EL on Commander of H.M.S. tion of 8 & cap. 73 | fore-yard, Ijib-boom, andl figure | ‘Trade; bed no papers 
“ Flying Fish.” 9Vict., c. 89, head taken out of the prize, were} or colours, and, it 
610, tons sold by auction being very difficult to 
move her, she 
hard and fast on a 
mud- she was 
destroyed by fire. 











Sierra Leone, July 1, 1862. (Signed) THOMAS MARSTON, Registrar. 


“ANOAT VUUTIS 
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No. 13. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Mr. Layard.—(Received November 11.) 


(No. 29. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, September 30, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no payments have been made by the 
Courts of Mixed Commission to the Liberated African Department in this Colony 
on account of captured slaves during the quarter ending this day. 

i have, &e. 


(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No 14. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received November 11.) 


(No. 30. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, September 30, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship my Report for the year 
ending on this day, together with such information respecting the Slave Trade on 
the West Coast of Africa as 1 have been able to procure. 

During the above period no case has been brought for adjudication before any 
of the British and Foreign Mixed Courts of Justice established in this Colony. 

During the year three vessels have been condemned in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court of this Colony under the Act of 2 and 3 Vict., cap. 73, all of them on the 
ground of equipment. Of these vessels one was captured in the River Nunez, and 
the other two in the neighbourhood of the Congo on the South Coast. 

One native canoe, with 12 slaves on board, has also been condemned in the 
Vice-Admiralty Court. This, however, was not a case of slave-trading. The canoe 
in question, belonging to Mahometans of one of the neighbouring tribes, came to 
Freetown in order to trade, having on board 1 man, 1 woman, and 10 boys, 
domestic slaves, the property of the owners: the Harbour Master being made 
acquainted with the fact that there were slaves in the canoe, seized her, and she 
was subsequently condemned, and the slaves emancipated and registered. 

There have been no cases during the past year of native canoes whilst engaged 
in the transport of slaves through British waters within the jurisdiction of this 
Colony. 

The Slave Trade during the past year has been almost entirely confined to the 
Congo and its neighbourhood. No captures have been made by Her Majesty’s 
cruizers in the Bights of Benin or Biafra, and so far as Her Majesty's naval officers 
are aware no slaves have been exported from any place within those Bights. 

With respect to the Slave Trade on the South Coast, I have authority for 
stating that during the past year there has been a decrease, as compared with the 
previous year, but I do not possess any accurate information as to the number of 
captures which have been made by the squadron; all the prizes taken on that part 
of the coast, with the exception of the two to which | have already referred, having 
been sent to St. Helena for adjudication. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON, 





No. 15. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received December 13.) 


(No. 1. Netherlands.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, November 3, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the Netherlands barque 
“ Jane,” detained by Her Majesty’s steamer “ Espoir,” Commander Douglas, on a 
charge of being ee for the Slave Trade, was brought before the British and 
Netherlands Mixed Court of Justice in this Colony on the Ist instant. 

There being no Judge or Arbitrator on the part of the Netherlands, the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of this Colony, Colonel William Hill, was sworn in on the above date 


8 SIERRA LEONE. 


as Acting British Arbitrator, in order that the Court might be legally constituted 
for the adjudication of the case. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





= No. 16. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received December 13.) 


(No. 2. Netherlands.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, November 12, 1862. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 1 of the 3rd instant, reporting that Colonel 
William Hill had been sworn in as Acting British Arbitrator in the British and 
Netherlands Mixed Court of Justice, I have now the honour to inform your Lord- 
ship that the functions of that office have devolved upon Major Blackall, the newly 
appointed Governor of this Colony, who arrived here on the evening of yesterday, 
the 11th instant. His Excellency was accordingly sworn in as British Arbitrator 
this morning, immediately after having taken the oath of office as Governor. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 17. 
Mr. Layard to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(No. 11.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 23, 1862. 


WITH reference to your despatch No. 1 dated the ultimo, reporting the arrival 
at Sierra Leone of the Netherlands barque ‘ Jane” in charge of a prize-crew of Her 
Majesty's ship “ Espoir,” having been detained by the Commander of the “ Espoir” 
on suspicion of being equipped for the Slave Trade, I am directed by Earl Russell 
to transmit to you, for your information, the accompanying copy of a letter from 
Mr. Beattie, the Acting British Consul at St. Jago de Cuba,* containing information 
respecting this vessel. 

I am also to transmit to you copies of two despatches, with inclosures, from 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Rotterdam, reporting the result of inquiries which he was 
directed to make respecting the “ Jane,” and the parties interested in her. 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


* Class B, No. 412. 


(9) 


HAVANA. 
No. 18. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—( Received January 29, 1862.) 
(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Havana, December 31, 1861. 


I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that no emancipated 
negroes have been sent from this to Jamaica during the present year. 
1 have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 19. 


. Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—( Received January 29.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord. Havana, January 1, 1862. 

IN obedience to the Act 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, directing such Returns to be 
made on the Ist of January and Ist of July in each year, I have the honour of 
reporting to your Lordship that there was no case brought for adjudication before 
the Mixed Court of Justice at this place during the last six months. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 20. 


' Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received March 3.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Havana, January 21, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that W. D. Ryder, ead 
Her Majesty’s Arbitrator, arrived this day, and has assumed his duties in the 
Mixed Court at this place, under the Treaty of 1835 with Spain, for suppression of 
the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 21. 


™ Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received March 3.) 
0. 3. 
Sty a. Havana, January 21, 1862. 

WE have received, this day, Mr. Layard’s despatch dated the 16th December 
last, conveying the sad tidings of the death of His Royal Highness the Prince’ 
Consort, which has filled all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects here with the most 
profound grief, and their consolation is the assurance given in the same despatch, 
that Her Majesty, ene’ = overwhelmed with grief, has borne this great bereave- 
ment with calmness, and has not suffered in health. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
W. D. RYDER. 

EET Eee eee 


Crass. A. D 


10 HAVANA. 
No. 22. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received March 3.) 


ue 4.) 
y Lord, Havana, February 4, 1862. 

T BEG leave to lay before your Lordship a copy of a letter which J have 
received from Messrs. Ferrer y Feliu and Co., owners of the brig “Castilla,” and 
my answer thereto, relative to the payment of the amount awarded to them as 
compensation for the captute and detention of that vessel by Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Barracouta,” in October 1860. 

And I have the honour of reporting to your Lordship that no claim has yet 
been presented to the Court for compensation on behalf of the owner of the “ Lola,” 
who died here, some time since, insolvent. 

have, & 


I , &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 22. 


Messrs. Ferrer y Feliu § Co. to Her Majesty's Commissary Judge. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Havana, January 30, 1862. 
BE pleased to tell us if you have received instructions from your Government to pay us the 14,613 dollars 
awarded to us by the Mixed Court of Justice at this place, by sentence dated the 17th of September, 1861, as 
indemnity for damages, &c, in the cause followed out against our brig “ Castilla” for her unjustifiable capture 
and detention. 
We remain, &c. 
(Signed) FERRER Y FELIU & Co. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 22. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Messrs. Ferrer y Feliu & Co. 


Sirs, Havana, February 1, 1862. 

IN answer to your letter of the 30th ultimo (which ought to have been addressed to Her Majesty’s 
Commissary Judge), I have to inform you that I have not yet received instructions from Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment authorizing the payment of the 14,613 dollars awarded to the owners of the brig *‘ Castilla,” in compensation 
for her capture and detention by Her Majesty’s ship “ Barracouta.” 


Iam, &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 23. 


No. 6) Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received June 28.) 
(No. 6. 
My Lord, Havana, May 20, 1862. 

THE official assignee on the bankrupt estate of the owner of the brigantine 
“ Lola,” detained in October 1860 by Commander Wood, of Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “ Barracouta,” and sent to Jamaica in the first instance, presented his claim 
on the 26th March, a copy of which I have the honour of inclosing herewith to your 
Lordship, amounting to 16,430 dollars 22 cents. The Mixed Court having been 
thereupon convened on the 23rd ultimo, awarded the sum of 14,899 dollars to the 
claimant, and I have now the ..onour of laying before your Lordship a copy of the 
sentence of that date. As I have generally found to be the case with the present 
Spanish Judge, who has the advantage of understanding maritime affairs, having 
been an officer in Her Catholic Majesty’s navy, I found Don José Manuel Espelius 
perfectly just and reasonable in his deliberations and conclusions, so that 1 found 
little or no difficulty in striking off the objectionable items of the claim, and the 
demurrage had to be increased, only 10. per day having been claimed ; whereas 
by the Schedule in the second paragraph of Article VII, Annex B, of the Treaty, 
the allowance for the tonnage of the “‘ Lola” (213 tons) is fixed at 11/. sterling. 

In expressing my regret at the magnitude of these damages, | can only repeat 
the observation which I did myself the honour of making to your Lordship on the 
occasion of reporting the award in the case of the brig “ Castilla,” that they would 
have been much less had these vessels not have been sent to Jamaica, and having, 


HAVANA. 11 


unfortunately, been sent there, had there not been such unaccountable delay in the 
Court at that place. 

The claimants in the case of the “ Castilla” have again applied to know 
whether I have received your Lordshp’s authority to settle with them, having 
brought that matter to your Lordship’s notice in my No.4 of the 4th February last ; 
and T await the instructions your Lordship may be pleased to give me for payment 
of the awards in both cases, respecting which the parties are rather urgent. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 23. 


Cxai presented by Don Antonio de la Cruz Muiioz, as legal representative of the late Don José Ramon 
Salazar, owner of the Spanish merchant-brig ‘‘ Zola,” for damages, &c., on account of the seizure and 
detention of the said vessel by Her Britannic Majesty's steam-sloop *‘ Barracouta,” Commander Wood, R.N., 


viz :— 
eae F&F a 
1. For disbursements paid by Mr. John Hart at Jamaica, as per letter 
of 7th June, 1861 .. es oe oe +. 566 75 
For commission paid Mr. John Hart oe wi +» 200 0 
For petties advanced for ship’s account by Mr. Joseph White, as 
per account, 10th May, 1861 .. wie oe se 8 0 
For amount paid by the Spanish Consul e. we oe 20 0 
For bottomry bond granted at Jamaica in favour of Don Juan 
Hidalgo, for the sum of 1,578 dollars 47 cents and 15 per cent. 
interest oe ee ee ve oe -» 1,809 47 
—— 2,68) 22 
For translation of sundry documents oe 30 0 


For stamped paper and notarial expenses, &e. :* -. $810 0 
—_— 340 0 
2. For freight and passage money which the vessel would have earned 
on the voyage from Matanzas to Gibara and back as per 
charter-party, and as is justified by the previous voyage, viz, 
310 hogsheads sugar at 5} dollars, and 204 dollars more for 


freight of sundries and passage money... oe we 1,909 0 

3. For demurrage, the “ Zola” being 213 tons; 230 days at 10/. 
equal to 2,300/.: at 5 dollars .. sre we ee wa 11,500 O 
Total amount of claim .. x we 16,430 28 


Havana, March 26, 1862. 
(Signed) ANTONIO DE LA CRUZ MUNOZ. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 23. 
Award of the Mixed Court of Justice at Havana in the case of the Spanish brig “ Lola.” 


(Translation.) Havana, April 23, 1862. 

IN view of the representation, account, and certificates presented by L’on Antonio de la Cruz Munoz, official 
assignee of the estate of the late Don José Ramon Salazar, owner of the Spanish brig “ Zola,” claiming the 
indemnity which is due to him by virtue of the sentence pronounced on the lst of June last, in the case of the 
seizure of said vessel by Her Britannic Majesty's steam-sloop “ Barracouta ;” 

Considering that the indemnity claimed in the first five items of the account presented, amounting to the sum 
of 2,681 dollars 22 cents, is not admissible, because as shown by the vouchers exhibited, and which shall be 
returned to their owner, it is made up of the expense of maintaining the crew, and of other charges not 
specified in the VIIth Article of Section II, Letter A, of Annex B, and which are, moreover, included and 
indemnified by the payment of demurrage, the said claim is declared to be null; 

Considering legal the claim which is made in accordance with the same Article, for the sum of 340 dollars 
for expenses incurred in defending the brig “ Zola” at Jamaica, the Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's 
steamer ‘* Barracouta,’”’ Mr. William Wood, or failing him, his Government, is declared responsible for the 
payment thereof ; 

‘Considering also, in accordance with the dispositions of the afore-mentioned Article, Letter B, the payment 
of 1,909 dollars, claimed for the freight which the brig “ Zola” would have earned on the voyage upon which 
she was seized, it is declared that said sum ought to be paid by Commander Wood or by his Government ; 

Considering, finally, that demurrage is due to the brig “ Zola” iaccording to the stipulations of the Article 
and paragraph before-mentioned, it is hereby allowed at the rate of L1/. sterling per diem, which corresponds to 
the vessel, her measurement being 213 tons, as has been certified, making at 5 dollara to the 1. for the 230 days 
of her detention, the sum of 12,650 dollars, for the payment of which the said Commander Wood is responsible, 
and which added to the other lawfully admitted claims, forms a total of 14.899 dollars to be paid to Don Antonio 
de la Cruz Mufioz, as legal representative of the heirs of the estate of the late Don José Ramon Salazar, by Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Government, in terms of the latter part of Articles V and VII of Annex B to the existing 


Treaty. 
(Signed) JOSE MANL. ESPELIUS. 
JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
L. CRISTOBAL VALDEZ Y BAVENT, Secretary. 
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No, 24. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received July 28.) 
(No. 8.) ; 
My Lord, Havana, July 7, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that Mr. Ryder, Her 
Majesty’s Arbitrator in the Mixed Court of Justice at this place, weateted for 
New York on the 5th instant, on two months’ leave of absence during the sickly 
season, and, as Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge is also absent on leave, I have 
taken over the duties of the British branch of the Commission. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 





No. 25. 


” Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge. 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 13, 1862. 

WITH reference to Mr. Crawford’s despatch No. 6 of the Commissioners’ series 
dated the 20th of May last, I have to acauaint you that the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury are prepared to pay to Don Antonio de la Cruz Mufoz, 
as legal representative of the heirs of the owners of the Spanish brig “ Lola,” the 
amount awarded to them by decision of the Mixed Commission Court at the 
Havana, as compensation for the scizure and detention of the “ Lola,” by the 
Commander of Her Majesty's ship “ Barracouta,” on suspicion of being engaged in 
the Slave Trade. 

I have accordingly to authorize you to draw a bill at thirty days’ sight on the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, payable to the order of Don 
Antonio dela Cruz Mufoz, for the equivalent in sterling at the exchange of the day 
of the sum of 14,899 dollars, together with interest at the rate of 5 per cent. on that 
sum from the date of the award of the Mixed Commission Court to the cay on which 
you hand him the bill. 

You will take a receipt in duplicate from Sefor Mujioz, one of which you will 
retain in the archives of the Commission, and the other you will forward to this 
Department. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 26. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to Earl Russell—(Received August 29.) 
(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Havana, July 21, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 6 of the 18th ultimo, acquainting me, with reference to Mr. Commissary Judge 
Crawford’s No. 4 of the 4th of February last, that the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury are prepared to pay to Messrs. Ferrer y Feliu and Co., the 
owners of the Spanish brig “ Castilla,” the amount awarded to them by decision of 
the Mixed Commission Court here, as compensation for the seizure and detention 
of their vessel by the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Barracouta,” on suspicion 
of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and instructing me how to provide for the 
said payment. . 

n obedience to your Lordship’s directions, I have this day drawn a bill at 
thirty days’ sight on the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, payable 
to the order of Messrs. Ferrer y Feliu and Co., for the sum of 3,172/. 8s., being the 
amount of the award (3,0441. 7s. 6d.), bogeitier with interest thereon, at the rate of 
5 per cent. from the 17th of September last to this date (128/. Os. 6d.); and I have 
taken a receipt in duplicate from Messrs. Ferrer y Feliu and Co., one of which I 
have placed in the archives of the Commission, and the other I have the honour of 
t ‘ansmitting herewith. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 





HAVANA. 


Inclosure in No. 26. 


Receipt. 


I, THE Undersigned, Don Antonio Ferrer y Feliu, head partner of the firm of Ferrer y Feliu and Co., of 


this city, merchants, owners of the Spanish brig “Castilla,” do hereb acknowledge to have received from 
Her Britannic Majesty's Government, by the hands of John Vincent Crawford, Esq., Her Majesty’s Acting 
Commissary Judge in the Mixed Court of Justice established at this place under the Treaty of June 28, 1835, 
between Great Britain and Spain, for the abolition of the Slave Trade, the sum of 3,172I. 8s. sterling, being 
in full of the amount awarded to my said firm by decision of: the said Court, dated September 17th last, as 
compensation for the seizure and detention of the “ Castilla,” by the Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's 
ship ‘« Barracouta,” on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, together with interest thereon up to this 
date. 
Havana, July 21, 1862. 
Por Ferrer y Feliu & Ca., 





(Signed) ANTONIO FERRER Y FELIU. 
No. 27. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received October 30.) 
(No. 12.) 
My Lord, Havana, September 30, 1862. 


IT would be very gratifying if I could relieve the monotony of the Annual 
Report upon the Chiken Slave Trade, by having it in my power to notice any 
a ata in the conduct of Spain with regard to the abolition of that infamous 
Traffic. 

J regret, however. to be obliged to report to your Lordship that there appears 
to be as little disposition now on the part of that Government to fulfil its obliga- 
tions under the Treaty of 1835, as there has been up to the present period. 

The Slave Trade continues to be carried on here with the utmost impunity, and 
it is to be feared that it will be so as long as there are dishonest officials to bribe, 
and until Spain gives up the idea that it is a political necessity to keep the free 
tendencies of the white Creoles in check by an increase of the slave population. 

By the inclosed statement, your Lordship will notice that the number of slaves 
landed in Cuba during the last twelve months was 11,254, which compares favour- 
ably with previous years, the importations in 1858 being 16,992; in 1859, 30,473 ; 
in 1860, 17,877; and in 1861, 23,964. 

This decrease is not to be attributed, however, to the vigilance of the Govern- 
ment, but to the increased difficulty of obtaining any reliable information relative to 
the Slave Trade, as large cargoes are brought to the uninhabited cays both north 
and south of the island, and are there transferred to small coasting craft, which 
convey the’ negroes in small lots to different places on the coast, and land them 
without attraeting attention, every impediment which might be in the way having 
been removed by collusion with the local authorities. 

A few captures have been occasionally made by the Spanish cruizers, and 
although positive orders have been issued at Madrid to pay the bounty or prize 
money to the capturers, I understand that either from the exhausted state of the 
Treasury here, or from some other reason, the money has not been paid (at least it 
was not so a short time ago), and the consequence is that the Spanish naval 
officers are disheartened, and more than one has been heard to say that from 
henceforward slave-vessels may pass them without molestation. 

The events which are now taking place on the neighbouring Continent, and 
the Proclamation of President Lincoln declaring the freedom of all the slaves in 
the ‘“‘ Confederate’? States, are creating the greatest alarm here, although the 
Proclamation is considered a dead letter as regards its application in a territory 
over which Mr. Lincoln has no control; and I have no Gone that they will have 
the effect of hastening the determination of the Spanish Government respecting the 


radual emancipation of the slaves in this island—a subject which, I am credibly | 


informed, now occupies their serious attention. 

The mortality in the Island of Cuba is so great, averaging !1 per cent. per 
annum for the whites and 6 per cent. for the coloured races, that immigration 
must be resorted to in order to keep up the population, and the Government is 

erplexed how to act. The tenacity wit whieh palo adheres to her antiquated 

aws and restrictions, and her refusal to consider her Treaties with other countries 

as oe to Cuba or her other possessions beyond sea (‘‘ultramar”), oe 
Lass A. 
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the chance of any voluntary emigration of Europeans or the whites of other 
countries to this island, and it is extremely difficult to see by what means labour 
is to be supplied for the agricultural necessities of Cuba. 

The Government does not appear to favour any further importations of 
Chinese, and unless such importations were carried on with the same restrictions 
and in the same manner as the emigration to Demerara, and with a proper regard 
to a fair proportion of females being sent, I do not think that Cuba would gain by 
such a colonization. 

A project has been on foot for some time past to attempt the introduction of 
free negroes from Africa, and the Government has taken the opinion of some of the 
most intelligent planters on the subject. I understand that they have been almost 
lead in deprecating the idea, and in declaring the infeasibility of such a 

an. 
Independent of the deceit and roguery which would take place (similar to that 
which is now practised with the poor emancipados, who are put in the room of 
deceased slaves), it would be impossible to carry on free labour and slave labour on 
the same estate, with people who have as much right to their liberty the one as the 
other, belonging to the same race, and perhaps to the same tribe. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed ) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 27. 


SraTement of the Number of Slaves Landed, and proportion Captured in the Island of Cuba, from October 1, 
1861, to September 30, 1862. 







Slaves. 
Landed. | Captured. 





Remarks. 












Date, Where Landed. 














1861 | 


October 









..| Some of these negroes were taken to Calabazal, where 
they were sold. 
..| Taken to the estate Guaicanimar. 


Unknown... 


Ditto on 
Screw steamer. 
Brigantine 


Isle of Pines .. 


























Yaguabo (Puerto Principe) ... 
Near Manzanillo ese vee 
Camarioca ooo 


Trinidad ses 
Near Jardinillos 
.| Jardinillos cae aa 
..| Ensenada de Cochinos 


” 
Nov. 19 ..| Taken to the estate Rosario and detained there, but 


afterwards released. 












Brigantine, name unknown. 
American brigantine... 
Unknown... 

Ditto 


+»| Captured by Spanish gun-boat “ Venadito.” 

...| Landed at various places in schooners. } 

..| This cargo consisted of Congo negroes, A large portion 
were taken to Navajas and sold there at 561 dollars 






each. 

..| Landed in coasters at various places. The vessel went 
to the coast of Honduras to refit for another voyage. 
..| Taken to estate Buena Vista. 


..| Taken to Yayabacoa. 


.| Jardinillos Screw-steamer “ Noe Daqui” ... 


La Mulata (Bahia Honda)... 
» ,.,, Sierra Morena . 











American barque “ Virginia Ann” 
Spanish brig. 












ase aes [ ag % 
July 2} aye whee Taken een This seized by the Chief of Police at the estate 
ae Ab Santo ieee) ” —— ee ad Tolede, about tn miles from Havana, but was released, 
and it is reported that an immense deal of bribery was 

This ve ies i de Cuba on the 11th August. 

i ove «.| This vease le on the ugust, 

Aug. 18} Jardinillos Screw steamer ne sass passed ago Y me at, 


her col and is reported to 
received her Brocka ry Loh 
Add one-third . 


Total ... 


Havana, September 30, 1862. 


(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD, Acting Commissary Judge. 
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CAPE OF’ GOOD HOPE. 


No. 28. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell_—(Received January 2, 1862.) 


Ofo, 23.) 
y Lord, Cape Town, November 8, 1861. 

WE have the honour to inclose to your Lordship Reports of the cases of 
twenty-two dhows adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this Colony on the 
5th instant. Of these vessels, eighteen were taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” 
and four by Her Majesty’s ship “Sidon.” On these captures condemnation was 
decreed. 

As regards the prizes of Her Majesty’s ship “Sidon,” however, three had been 
captured in the River Angoxa, and after sentence had heen given, the Portuguese 
Vice-Consul presented a Memorial setting forth that the capture of these vessels 
was illegal, on the ground that Portugal did not acknowledge the right of British 
cruizers to act in the rivers and creeks in Portuguese territory, and praying that 
this Memorial might be forwarded to the British Government, but to this the 
Judge declined to accede. 

His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner subsequently addressed a letter to 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Colony, protesting also against the captures, as 
having been made in Portuguese waters. In reply, the Lieutenant-Governor has 
informed him that his communication will be forwarded to Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES, 





, Inclosure in No. 28. 
Report of Cases in the Vice-Admiralty Court, November 5, 1861. 


1., A dhow, §9 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” on the 20th March, off 
Kokolony. Upon examination she was found to be completely fitted for the Slave Trade, without any papers or 
colours, with a crew of fifteen men apparently Joaxsmee Arabs. 

2. A dhow, 88 tons, name so 2 master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” on the 22nd March 
last off Wasseen, with 99 slaves on board, without any papers or colours, and only 2 of the crew on board, the 
remainder having escaped to the shore when boarded. 

Three of these slaves, two boys and one woman, were handed over to Her Majesty's Consul at Zanzibar, 
two deserted on the night of capture, and four died on board ; the remaining ninety were conveyed to Seychelles in 
the “ Lyra,” and on the 15th of May were delivered over to the Civil Commissioner at that Settlement. 

3. A dhow, 22 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” on the 25th March, off 
the north-west of Zanzibar. When boarded four negroes, three males, and one woman were discovered below, who 
a that they had been kidnapped by the crew of the dhow, and were being taken to be sold as slaves at 

asseen. 

She had neither colours nor papers, and a crew of fifteen men. 

One of the slaves deserted at Zanzibar, the remainder were conveyed in the “ Lyra” to Seychelles and handed 
over to the Civil Commissioner. : 

| 4. A dhow, 64 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” on the 27th March, 
between Wasseen and Tongo; she was found to be fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with a crew of 12 men, 
Joasmee Arabs, with no colours or papers. 

5. A dhow, 116 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty's ship “Lyra” on the Ist April in 
Zanzibar harbour. This vessel was equipped for the Slave Trade with a crew of 14 men, who stated that they 
were Beloochees and bound to the Persian Gulf, although no colours or papers were produced. 

6. A dhow, 68 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” in Zanzibar harbour 
on 8rd April, with 103 slaves on board, without any papers or colours, and only one of her crew remaining on board 
the rest having escaped to the shore when boarded. 
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One hundred of the slaves were delivered over to the Civil Commissioner at Seychelles, and of the remaining 
three, one escaped on the night of his capture and two died on board the “ Lyra.” 

7. A dhow, 70 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra” on the 6th April in 
Zanzibar harbour ; on being searched she was fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with neither colours nor papers, 
and a crew of fourteen men, chiefly Arabs, who were landed on the mainland. 

8. A dhow, 116 tons, name and master unknown, captured on the 8th of April in English passage adjoining 
Zanzibar harbour. Commander Oldfield being in the gig of the “I.yra” when the dhow was first observed, 
attempted to board her, whereupon the dhow fired into the gig, which fire the gig’s crew returned and commenced 
chase. After a running fight of about twenty minutes, the iow having neared the land the crew jumped overboard 
and swam to the shore. Upon being boarded she was found deserted, with no colours or papers, and thoroughly 
equipped fur the Slave Trade. | 

9. A dhow, 77 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra” on the 11th April, in, 
Zanzibar harbour, with three slaves on board, three children, who stated that they had been kidnapped by the crew; 
she had neither colours, papers, now crew, the latter having been removed by his Highness the Sultan. 

The children were taken on board the “ Lyra,” and subsequently conveyed to the Seychelles and handed over 
to the Civil Commissioner. 

10. A dhow, 108 tons, name and master unknown, taken on the 11th April in Zanzibar harbour, without 
any papers, colours, or crew, and found thoroughly equipped for the Siave Trade. 

11. A dhow, 119 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” on the 12th April, 
in Zanzibar harbour ; she was without colours or papers, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with a crew of 
twenty-five men, chiefly, Arabs, who were removed to the shore. . 

12. A dhow, 99 tons, name and master unknown, taken on the 12th April in Zanzibar harbour. She 
had a crew of eighteen men, who were removed to the shore, was fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and without 
any colours or papers. 

13. A dhow, 102 tons, name and master unknown, taken on the 12th April, in Zanzibar harbour. She was 
found fully equipped for the Slave Trade, without any colours or papers, and a crew of fifteen men, who were put 
on shore-at the time of capture. 

14. A dhow, 101 tons, name and master unknown. taken on the 13th April in Zanzibar harbour. She had an 
Arab crew, who were also put on shore; but no papers or colours, and was fitted for the Slave Trade. 

15. A dhow, 89 tons, taken on the 13th April in Zanzibar harbour, with no crew, colours, or papers, but 
equipped for the Slave Trade. 

These last seven were captures at the request of His Highness the Sultan of Zanzibar, who sent an officer on 
board the “ Lyra,” who accompanied the ship's boats to poiat out the dhows in the harbour which His Highness 
wished to surrender. 

16. A dhow, 165 tons, name and master unknown. This vessel was taken on the 14th April while at 
anchor in Port Cleak by the “ Lyra’s” gig, under command of Lieutenant de Wahl, then cruizing in Pemba 
Channel. Upon being searched she was found fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with no papers or colours, and 
only part of her crew, fourteen in number, on board, the remainder being on shore. During the search the crew 
of the dhow, being encouraged by the smallness of the captor’s force, rose upon them, seized their arms, and 
commenced an attack. During the fight, Lieutenant de Wahl received two severe sabre-cuts, one on each arm, 
but he and his men, after killing several of their assailants, drove the rest overboard. 

17. A dhow, 164 tons, name and master unknown. This vessel was observed by Her Majesty's ship 
* Lyra,” when at anchor off the town of Wasseen, creeping along the coast of the mainland, and upon a gun being 
fired to bring her to she changed her course, and after a long chage ran on shore: when hedtiad she was found 
deserted by her crew, with neither papers nor colours, and 7 slaves on board, 1 heavily fettered. These slaves 
stated that when the crew deserted the dhow, they carried off 35 slaves to the shore. 

The slaves found on board, excepting 1 wo:nan who died on the voyage, were also handed over to Captain 
Wade, the Civil Commissioner at the Seychelles. 

18. A dhow, 203 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” on the 14th April 
in Wasseen harbour. When boarded she was found deserted by her crew, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade, 
without papers or colours. | 

19. A dhow, 165 tons, name and nation unknown, taken by Her Majesty's ship “ Sidon,” in Bembatooka 
Bay, on the 13th August last. This vessel at the time of — ad a crew of three persons, who ony 
escaped to the shore. She was fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and, from the dirty state she was in, had every 
appearance of having recently landed a cargo of slaves. ‘ 

20. A dhow, 77 tons, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Sidon” on the 10th September last, name and nation 
unknown, off the town of Angoxa, and found fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 

21. A dhow, 73 tons, name and nation oe Bata taken by Her i dg ship “Sidon” on the 10th of 
September, off the town of Angoxa, and found gre equipped for the Slave e. 

22. A dhow, 100 tons, name and nation unknown, taken by Her Majesty's ship “ Sidon,” off the town of 
Angoxa, on the 11th September, and found fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 

These dhows were all destroyed at the time of capture on being found unseaworthy and unfit for a voyage to 
any port of adjudication. 





No. 29. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received January 27, 1862.) 
(No. 25. 
My Lord, Cape Town, December 1, 1861. 


WE have the honour to state to your Lone that the lease of the premises 
occupied in this city by this Mixed Commission will expire on the Ist of October, 
1862, and that should Her Majesty’s Government desire to renew the lease, in 
pursuance of the option reserved in the present agreement, it is necessary that 
notice be given to the owner before the Ist of April of next year (1862). 

| Itis, therefore, our duty most respectfully to solicit your Lordship’s instruc- 
tions whether we should renew the lease for a further period of six years from the 
Ist October, 1862. 
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House-rent having risen considerably in Cape Town during the last few years, 
we should perhaps submit to your Lordship’s consideration that no suitable house 
could, we believe, now be obtained for the rent paid for this, by Her Majesty’s 


Government. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 30. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell, No. 26, December 16, 1861. 
{Acknowledging Slave Trade information.] 





No. 31. 


- Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received February 22.) 

(No. 1.) 

My Lord, Cape Town, Junuary 3, 1862. 
WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no case has been adjudi- 

cated by the Mixed Commission of which we are members, during the half-year 

ending December 31, 1861. 





We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
No. 32. 
3 Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—( Received February 22.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 3, 1862. 


IN pursuance of the instructions given to us in the Earl of Aberdeen’s despatch 
No, 2 of the 20th February, 1843, by which we are directed to transmit, at the close 
of each year, a detailed Report of the judicial proceedings of this Mixed Commis- 
sion, we have the honour to report that no case has been adjudicated by the Court 
during the year ending December 31, 1861. 

We have, &c. 
, (Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 33. 


te x Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell—(Received February 22.) 
o. 3.) 
y Lord, Cape Town, January 3, 1862. 
WITH reference to instructions given to us by the Earl of Aberdeen’s despatch 
No. 2 of February 20, 1843, to transmit to the Foreign Office at the end of each 
year a certified ‘copy of the register of slaves emancipated by sentence of this 
Commission, we have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no vessels with 
oi on board have been brought before us during the year ending December 31, 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 


OO a 
No. 34. 
iy @ Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received February 22.) 
(No. 6.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, January 17, 1862. 
WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Report drawn up by the 

Mixed Commission of which we are members, in compliines with the peareees of 
Crass A. 
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Article XI, Annex B, to the Treaty of July 3, 1842, between Great Britain and 
Portugal for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, relating,— 

Ist. To the cases which have been brought before the Court for adjudication. 

2nd. To the state of the liberated negroes. 

3rd. To the treatment and progress made in the religious and mechanical 
education of the liberated negroes. 

We have also the honour to inform your Lordship that our Portuguese 
colleagues are about to transmit a duplicate original of the Report to the Govern- 
ment of His Most Faithful Majesty. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure in No, 34. 
Annual Report of the Mixed Commission. 


IN pursuance of Article XI, Annex B, to the Treaty concluded on the 3rd July, 1842, between Great 
Britain and Portugal for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, by which it is stipulated that the Mixed 
Commissions shall transmit annually to each Government a Report, relating, — 

Ist. To the cases which have been brought before them for adjudication. 

2nd. To the state of the liberated negroes. 

8rd. To every information which they may be able to obtain respecting the treatment and the progress made 
in the religious and mechanical education of the liberated negroes. 

The Undersigned, Members of the Mixed Commission established at the Cape of Good Hope, have the 
ee to report to the Government of Her ‘Britannic Majesty, and to the Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty,— - 

' st, That one case, that of the Portuguese dhow, “ Flor de Cabaceira,” was brought before this Mixed 
Commission on the 30th December, 1861, and that the adjudication of the case had not terminated at the close of 
the ypar 1861. 

Ondly and 8rdly. That no negroes have been emancipated by Decree of this Mixed Commission since its 
establishment. 

(Signed) GEO. FRERE. AL. DUPRAT. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. EDUARDO A. DE CARVALHO. 
J WM. TASKER SMITH, Legistrar. 
Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, Cape Town, January 17, 1862. 





No. 35. 


m Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell—(Received February 22.) 
(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 18, 1862. 

WE have the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, our Report 
upon the case of the Portuguese launch “Flor de Cabaceira,” captured by Her 
Majesty’s ship “Penguin,” and acquitted, without costs and damages against the 
captor, by award of this Court on the 4th instant. 

The cause of detention lay principally in the presence of eleven natives found 
on board, who it was assumed were slaves; the crew, eleven also in number 
according to muster-roll, being supposed to have escaped in a boat about the time 
of capture. No one could testify to having seen any boat leave the vessel from the 
moment she was first sighted up to capture, and on investigation the Court had 
every reason to believe that the eleven natives found on board were really the 
crew. 

In this case the captor failed to bring before the Court any of the persons 
found on board, except two negro boys, the remainder of the crew, nine in number, 
having escaped when landed in Rovooma Bay for the benefit of their health, and to 
assist in procuring wood for the capturing vessel. . 

In like manner, with the exception of two pair of shackles, none of the articles 
of equipment alleged against the vessel were produced, nor any survey or inventory 
thereof, such as would enable the Court to ascertain the correctness of the captor’s 
opinion as to them; and the vessel herself, with the little cargo she had on board, 
being judged worthless, was destroyed by fire. : 

Some evidence of a hearsay nature was given by a krooman belonging to the 
capturing ship, as to a statement made by one of the negroes found on board, that 
the vessel was engaged in the Slave Trade, and had been left by her crew at the 
commencement of the chase; and one of the officers of the “ Penguin,” who was on 
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detached service at Ibo, at the time of the capture, made affidavit of certain 
conversations with the Governor of that Settlement tending to throw suspicion upon 
the vessel. 

On the other hand, the ship’s papers, which were all in regular order, and other 
documents belonging to the owner, tended to prove that she was in the prosecution 
of a legal trading-voyage to Arimba, near Ibo, where her owner had a small tradin 
establishment ; and the statement made by the two lads showed that the men foun 
on board were the same shipped at Mozambique, and not, as suggested by the 
captors, part of a cargo of slaves. 

The Court came to the conclusion that the weight of evidence was decidedly in 
favour of the vessel, and pee that, although the circumstances were such as 
to justify her detention, the captors had failed to establish a case for condemnation, 
and decreed aoereaingiy> 

We think it is to be regretted that vessels detained under this Treaty, which 
cannot be brought before the Court, should be destroyed, unless when positively 
unavoidable. It would be better for both parties interested that such vessels should 
be made over to the nearest Portuguese authority, with whose assistance a survey 
of all that the captors think suspicious could be obtained, and in whose custody 
vessels and goods might remain until the decision of the Court is known. 

The endeavour made by this little vessel to avoid capture, and the escape of 
those taken on board, when landed at Rovooma, were, perhaps, to some extent, 
facts calculated to create suspicion, but they may be accounted for on other grounds 
than those of guilty fear. 

The non-compliance with the [Vth Article of Annex B of the Treaty with 
Portugal, which stipulates that those on board detained vessels should be taken to 
the port of adjudication, has caused, in this as in other cases, much complaint on 
the part of our Portuguese colleagues ; and we would observe, for ourselves, that 
Annex B speaks of the examination of two or three of the principal individuals on 
board as ‘enabling the Court to judge and pronounce whether suspected vessels 
have been justly detained or not,” without giving the power to elicit such testi- 
mony ; therefore, the captors do not leave the Court in a position to decide equitably, 
or, at any rate, in a full and satisfactory manner. 

We have. &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R, SURTEES. 





Inclosure | in No. 35. 
Report of the Case of the Portuguese Dhow “ Flor de Cabaceira.” 


ON the 30th December, 1861, the following papers were brought into Court by the Admiralty Proctor, who 
appeared for the captors :— 

1. An affidavit made December 30, 1861, by John George Graham McHardy, Lieutenant Commanding 
Her Majesty's ship “ Penguin,” setting forth the detention and destruction of the Portuguese dhow “ £/ux de 
Cabaceira”™ on a charge of having violated the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal of July 3, 1842, ‘or 
the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves. 

The papers annexed to this affidavit were :— 

2. A memorandum showing that on the 2nd of May, 1861, Mamade Gulamo Rendira sold his new vessel 
the “ Flor de Cabaceira,” built at Cabaceira Pequena, to Xatorbagi Dolabo for the sum of ] 10 milreis. 

3. A certificate of registry, Mozambique, May 4, 1861, of the said vessel, described as of 74/5 tons. 

4. A paseport from the Governor-General of Mozambique, May 6, 1861, visé for [bo May 21. 

5. A muster roll, dated May Sth, for a crew of eleven men, visé for Ibo, May 21. 

6. Manifest dated Ibo, June 17, 1861, of fifteen packages shipped for Arimba, value 295 dollars. 

7. A License dated Ibo, January 6, 1861, for Chatabogo Lavadau to keep shop at Arimba. 

8 and 9. Manifests of two cargoes from Ibo shipped by Satrobojo Dolubudas in the “ Flor de Arimba " 
July 10 and July 30, 1860. 


10, 11, 12, and 13. Papers relating to private affairs of Xatorbagi Dolabo. 

A mass of documents in Arabic, 

14, An additional affidavit made by Lieutenant Mc Hardy on the 30th December, 1861, setting forth that on 
the 24th June, 1861, when cruizing off Querimba Island he detained the “ Flor de Cabaceira,” after a chase of three 
hours, in latitude 12° 32’ south, longitude 40° 48’ east ; that she had 11 negro slaves on board, but no master or crew ; 
that he learned through one of the slaves that the master and crew had taken to their boat previously to the dhow’s 
shortening sail; that she had just returned from Ibo, where she had landed a cargo of slaves; that he found a 
tempers slave-deck constructed of rattan, a larger quantity of coarse slave-mats than necessary for a merchant- 
vessel ; that two pairs of elave-irons were concealed under the cooking galley; that he found a boiler and pots 
sufficient to cook for fifty people, a small worthless cargo. and, as food, three bags of paddy, two of millet; that he 
had her surveyed, and finding from her small size (29°85 tons), and from age and defects, that she was unfit for 
the voyage to the port of adjudication, he destroyed her, with the cargo, except some brass rings and some print, 
which was divided among the slaves, who, with the exception of one or two, were perfectly naked. That he 
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proceeded in Her Majesty's ship “ Penguin” to Rovooma Bay, where he landed the slaves, except one sick child, 
for the benefit of their health, and that they might assist the boat's crew in getting wood, when they made their 
escape. ‘To this affidavit were added certificates by Lieutenant Mc Hardy. 

16. That the papers were sealed up by him until delivered to the Proctor for assortment. 

17. That there being no captain on board the prize, the certificates required by the Treaty were not 
given. 

18. That the vessel was 29°85 tons burthen, British measurement. 

19. A short declaration as to the grounds of capture and the condition of the negroes. 

‘The usual monition was prayed for and granted, and the two negro boys were delivered into the charge of the 
Curator. 

On the 81st December the Court examined the two boys, from whose evidence it appeared that they went 
from Mozambique to Ibo in the prize as sailors; that nine other men were on board, the same who were 
there at the time of capture, and that none others had been on board, or had left the ship before the English 
came. 

Louis Ropeyarn was also examined on behalf of the captors. He spoke positively to having been told by the 
head man of the crew of the prize that they had run some slaves at Ibo from Mozambique, and that a boat had gone 
ashore from the dhow on the morning of the capture. 

Joseph Price also gave evidence as to the chase, and to the escape of the crew when landed at Rovooma Bay, 
the discovery of the irons, and the existence of a slave-deck made of bamboos covered with mats. 

Lieutenant Mc Hardy also deposed that a boat might have been dropped from the dhow unseen when the 
chase commenced ; that he did not examine the papers further than the passport ; that the powder on board and a 
bale of cotton were used in the destruction of the vessel ; that he did not bring any of the articles he considered 
suspicious for fear of injury to the health of his vessel. 

Ou the 3rd of January, 1862, the Proctor put in an affidavit of Lieutenant Buckle (No. 25), to the effect 
that at the Comoro Islands two native interpreters were employed to examine the negroes taken on board the 
“ Flor de Cabaceira,” and that the latter stated that part of them were slaves recently brought down from the 
interior ; that the dhow had just returned from Ibo, where she had landed a cargo of slaves, who were put on 
board a three-masted vessel there, and that three of the boys under the age of twelve years were slaves rejected on 
account of some ailment; and further, that the Governor of Ibo had, in conversation, admitted that if irons were 
tound on board he was quite satisfied with the seizure. 

On the 4th January, the monition having been returned, the Court heard the Attorney-General on behalf of 
the captors, and after adjourning for an hour, came to the unanimous conclusion that although the suspicious 
circumstances alleged by the captor were sufficient to justify detention, yet the evidence adduced would not 
warrant a sentence of condemnation, when weighed against the proof afforded by the papers and cargo that the 
vessel was on a legal voyage, and by the testimony of the negro boys as to the identity of the men on board at the 
time of capture with the crew shipped at Mozambique. But that shackles having been produced as found on 
hoard, no compensation fur losses and damages consequent on the detention could be awarded. 

(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
Cape Town, January 18, 1862. FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 


Papers brought into Court by the Admiralty Proctor. 
(No. 1.) 


IN the business of the Portuguese ship ‘“ Flor de Cabaceira,” whereof Xatorbagi Dolabo is owner, and 
Assuadi is master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, merchandize, and slaves on board the 
same, taken by Her Majesty's ship of war “ Penguin,” John George Graham McHardy, commander, and afterwards 
destroyed. 

Appeared personally, John George Graham McHardy, Lieutenant of Her Majesty's ship “ Penguin,” 
commanding same, duly authorized and empowered, according to the provisions of the Treaty of the 8rd of July, 
1842, between Great Britain and Portugal, for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, to make seizures of 
vessels engaged in that Traffic, who being duly sworn, maketh oath that on the 24th day of the month of June, 
1861, being in latitude 12° 32’ south, and longitude 40° 48! east, the ship or vessel called “ Flor de Cabaceira,” 
whereof Xatorbagi Dolabo was owner and Assuadi was master, was seized and detained, by reason that the said 
ship was employed in the Traffic in Slaves, contrary to the Treaty aforesaid. 

And the deponent further maketh oath that the paper writings and documents hereunto annexed, marked 
from No. 1 to No. 50 inclusive, were found by him on board the said ship; and that the same are now brought 
and delivered up, in the same plight and condition as when received by the deponent, without any fraud, 
addition, subduction, alteration, or embezzlement whatever, save the numbering and marking thereof. 

Lastly, the deponent maketh oath as follows:—That the said ship, when so seized, had no crew on board, 
having been deserted by them before she was boarded; that eleven negro slaves were on board, two of whom have 
been brought to Simon's Bay ; that the ship being unfit to encounter the perils of a voyage to this Colony, was 
destroyed by the appearer. 

On this 30th day of December, 1861, the said John George Graham McHardy was duly sworn to the truth 


of the aforegoing affidavit. 
(Signed) J. G. G. McHARDY. 


Before me, 
(Signed) A. Duprat, Commissioner. 





(No. 2.) 
( Translation.) : . 

I, the Undersigned, Mamade Gulamo Rendera, resident at Little Cabaceira, declare it to be the truth, to 
have sold my new launch, called “ Flor de Cabaceira,”’ with her fittings, to Senhor Chatrabogi Rolebo, a Baniar, 
for the sum of 110 milreis in sterling silver money; and as | have received at this date the above referred-to sur, 
it, the said launch, from to-day, is the property of the said Chatrabogi as her proprietor; and I shall not cast any 
doubt in Court of it; and because I do not know how to read nor to write in Portuguese, I have requested 
Firmeiro Couza Monteiro de Mattos, who writes this himself, and signs it himself as witness, together with 
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myself, and the other persons who found themselves present, Ibramo Aberchame, Ragonagi Natter, Mamagachame 
ulgi. 


Mozambique, May 2, 1861. 
_ (Signed) MAMADE GULAMO RENDERA. 
Witnesses : (Signature in Arabic.) 
(Signed) Firmeiro C. M. pe Marros. 

IspRAMO ABERCHAME. 
(Signature in Arabic.) 

Raconaci NattTer. 
(Signature in Arabic.) 

MAMAGACHAME Mutal. 
(Signature in Arabic.) 





(No. 3.) 
(Translation.) 

Extract of Register, granted by the Captain of the Port of Mozambique, Lieutenant Anto. Maria Guedes, 
who certifies that in the proper book is registered the launch “ Flor de Cabaceira,’ Xatorbagi Dolabo, a 
Portuguese subject, proprietor. 

Burden of launch, 7,34; tons. 

(Signed) A. M. GUEDES. 

And also signed by the Clerk who made the extract. 

(Signed) Luciano Anto. pA PiepApe Maceto. 


(No. 4.) 
( Translation.) 
Passport for a Portuguese merchant-vessel granted by the Governor-General of Mozambique, Colonel Joio 
Tavares de Almeida, to the vessel called “‘ Flor de Cabaceira,” a launch of the tonnage of 7,2); tons, Xatorbagi 


Dolabo, proprietor. 
(Signed) JOAO TAVARES DE ALMEIDA, Governor-General. 


Passport granted, May 6, 1861 ; and registered, May 10, 1861. 
The following visa is on the back of the passport:— 
“ And prosecutes a voyage for Ibo; master, Assuadi. 
“ Office of the Port Captain of Mozambique, May 21, 1861. 
(Signed) “ANTONIO MARIA GUEDES.” 


(No. 5.) 
(Translation ) 
Muster-Rott made out by the Port Captain at Mozambique, containing List of Crew of the “ Flor de 
Cabaceira,” Xatorbagi Dolabo, owner, on a voyage from Mozambique to the Isles of Cape Delgado, having 
passport, from the Governor-General. 




















No.| Employment. Name. Native of |Age. State. Colour. | Observations. 
1.| Master -.| Assuadi .. ais ..| 22] Bachelor ..| Black .. $ 
2 Supercargo ..| Xatorbagi Dolabo .. -| 28 | Ditto -.| Tawny .. be 
3 | Sailor . ..| Baraca. a ..| 21 | Ditto --| Black .. A = 
4 | Ditto +. | Mojo ws ee --| 18 | Ditto .-| Ditto .. 3 a 
5 | Ditto --| Domingo .. _ --| 17 | Ditto -.| Ditto .. so 
6 | Ditto ..| Ussene a ..| 18 | Ditto ..| Ditto .. 38 
7 | Ditto «| Bacari.. sis ..| 28 | Ditto ..| Ditto .. aa 
8 | Ditto --| Capitéo .. a | 82 | Ditto .-| Ditto .. 3 
9 | Ditto -.| Nascito .. ow -| 29 | Ditto -.| Ditto .. ‘cE 
10 | Ditto --{ Ullete ss .-| 26 | Ditto --| Ditto ..) 3 
11 | Ditto -.| Joaquino_.. ia ..| 25 | Ditto ..! Ditto .. 
This muster-roll contains eleven persons. 
(Signed) ANTONIO MARIA GUEDES. 
Mark > of the Master. _ L, A. E. MACEIO. 


Visa on muster-roll :— 
“ Prosecutes a voyage from Mozambique for her destination, the 21st of May, 1861. 
(Signed) “A, M. GUEDES.” 





(No. 6.) 
Translation.) Manifest. 
¢ He paid 80 reis for the - 
(Seal.) 


Department of Customs, at Ibo, June 17, 1861. 


(Signed) SALES. 
Crass A. G 
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Custom-house of Ibo. Launch “Flor de Cabaceira,” Satrabogi Dolbodas. Nationality, Portuguese. 
Manifests Captain Hassuado. For a voyage to Arimba. 


Marks. | Quantities, Description of Goods. Date. 





Pieces of cotton . is 
i linen a ee 
5 goods .. pr 
Shirts, for the use of the Moors 
Head-dresses : ts 
Pieces of assorted handkerchiefs 


‘ printed calico 
” satin 
Parcels of assorted . 
Papers of cord .. - 
Barrels of powder, of 10 lbs. each 
Muskets . Ss 6s 
Brass bracelets 
Case with assorted dishes 





Iho, June 17. 1861. 


Verified. (Signed in Arabic.) 
(Signed) FERREIRA, 
Cleared by this Department of the Custom-house at Ibo, June 17, 1861. 
(Signed) The Director, J. C. DE FIGO. NOGUEIRA. 


The Clerk, JOSE ANTONIO FERREIRA. 





(No. 7.) 


License. 


License from the President of the Municipal Chamber of the [slands of Cape Delgado to Chatribogi Lavaidau, 
to keep open, in Arimba, his shop of goods, provisions, &c. 
Valid for three months from the date of issue at Ibo, January 26, 1861. 
(Signed) J. VICTORINO A. DE BRITO. 


(No. 8.) 
( Translation.) 
Manifest passed by Satrabogi Dolubudas, for the sailing of the launch “ Flor de Arimba,” going to 
Arimba. 
Passed at Ibo, July 10, 1860. 
Regulaily endorsed at the Custom-house at Ibo, July 10, 1860. 
Signed by the Director, J. C. F. NOGUEIRA. 





(No. 9.) 


(Translation.) 
Another Manifest passed by the same party for the same vessel, going to the same place. 
Passed at Ibo, July 30, 1860. 
Endorsed with a permission to embark the goods manifested. 
(Signed by the Director Nogueira and the First Clerk.) 





No. 10.) 
( Translation.) ¢ Administration of the Council of Mozambique. 
Chatrabogi Dolobadas, Portuguese subject, presented himself at this office, arriving from Ibo the 27th 
instant, in the boat “Boa Noticia,” bringing in his company two servants, blacks, named Amissi and Alfane. 
He announces his residence to be in Council-street. 


Mozambique, April 30, 1861. 
(Signed) The Clerk, JOAO DA CRUZ ALMEIDA. 





(No. 11.) 
( Translation.) ike ' ; ; 
Declaration made by Alave Bum Assane to have sold a certain piece of ground, situated in Arimba, to 
the Banian Satarborge Malabardas, living in Arimba, for the sum of 1 dollar and 1 quarto. 
Paper drawn up and signed at Arimba, September 25, 1860. 
Witnessed by Manoel B. de Morceio and Caetano J. Rezende. 
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(No. 12.) 


Declaration of Alon Asam that he placed in the hands of Satrabogo 8 pieces of goods (“pezos en 
fazenda”) to pay for 4 palm trees. 
February 18, 1859. 
(Signed) XAVIER ANTONIO. 
ANTONIO PEREIRA. 








(No. 13.) 
( Translation.) 
Declaration of Satrabogi Malmodosi, that by the present paper he gives to his daughter Robeia,—his 
negress named Amina, a negro named Mucasabo, a house and 4 of wood, 10 pieces of * palmas.” 
(Signed in Arabic) 
And by— 
X. A. DE LIMA. 
(No date.) A. PEREIRA. 
(No. 14.) 
(Translation.) 
M. Satrabogi, (No date.) 


The bearer of this goes to you, seeking that you will deliver to him the little “ palmarinhas ” requested 
by my letters 1 and 2, and this the 3rd, that be there 100 or 200; what they cost I bind myself to pay. Do not 
fail me. 

I am your friend, 


(Signed) JOAQUIM GANZAGA. 
Addressed to M. Satrabogi, residing at Arimba, 





(No. 15.) 


In the business of the Portuguese ship or dhow “ Flor de Cabaceira,” whereof Xatorbagi Dolabo was owner 
and Assuadi was master, her tackle, apparel and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, and slaves on 
board, the same taken by Her Majesty’s ship of war “ Penguin,” John George Graham Me Hardy Esq., Lieutenant 
Commanding said ship or dhow, afterwards burnt, no crew found on board, the slaves or portion thereof brought 
to Simon’s Bay. 

Appeared personally John George Graham Mc Hardy Esq., Lieutenant commanding Her Majesty's steam gun- 
vessel “ Penguin,” who being duly sworn to depose the truth made oath: That on the 24th of June, 1861, Her 
Majesty's said gun-vessel was cruizing off Querimba Island, when at about 8°30 a.m. they observed a dhow 
standing to the southward and about eight miles off, upon which the appearer got up steam, made sail, and stood 
towards her for the purpose of ascertaining her character. That the dhow thereupon tacked and stood towards the 
land, on which the “ Penguin” fired a blank gun as a signal for her to heave-to. That the dhow then hoisted 
Portuguese colours, but no further attention was paid to the signal, on which they followed in chase, gaining on 
her and firing from time to time three shotted guns, That at the third gun, the said dhow being then in about 
latitude 12° 32! south and longitude 40° 48! east, off the Island of Querimba, shortened sail. That about a quarter 
of an hour afterwards the “ Penguin” arrived close alongside the dhow, when the appearer manned a boat and 
boarded her. That the said dhow had 11 negroes, slaves, on board (8 men and 3 children), the latter under the 
age of 12 years. That appearer saw neither master nor crew, and upon interrogating one of the said slaves who 
spoke a little broken Portuguese through one of the “ Penguin's ” crew, who also spoke a little of that language, 
the appearer learnt that the master and crew had taken to their boat previously to the dhow shortening sail, and 
had probably escaped to the land. That through the same source the cppearer further learned that the said dhow 
had just returned froin Ibo, where she had landed a cargo of slaves. That upon searching the said dhow the appearer 
found she had a temporary slave-deck, constructed of rattans and capable of carrying from 40 to 50 slaves, ready 
laid. That she had a great number of coarse slave-mats, far larger in quantity than was necessary for the use of 
the vessel as a merchant-vessel. That two pairs of slave-irons were discovered concealed under the cooking galley, 
which irons are ready to be produced to this Honourable Court. That the said dhow had a good-sized copper 
boiler, and a number of smaller pots capable together of cooking food for 40 or 50 people. That the only cargo 
on board consisted of 2 small boxes containing pieces of common print, 2 kegs of gunpowder, and a bale of cotton 
wool, and about half a cwt. of brass rings. That in a box on deck were found the several papers annexed to the 
appearer’s affidavit sworn in this cause on this day, and now in this Honourable Court. That the appearer caused 
the pieces of print to be distributed to the slaves, who were, with the exception of one or two who had a waistelcth 
on, perfectly naked. That the food found on board consisted of three bags of paddy and two of millet. That the 
pa ea then caused the said dhow to be surveyed, when it was found that besides her small size (30 tons) and rig, 
she was both from age and defects unable to encounter the perils of a voyage to a port of adjudication ; and, 
moreover, that the “ Penguin” had two boats away on service, and could spare no more hands; whereupon the 
appearer after measuring said dhow caused her to be sunk, after reserving the brass rings, the rest of the cargo 
being worthless. That the said dhow measured 45 feet in length, 12 feet amidships in breadth, and 7 feet in depth, 
and was of the burden of 29°085 tons. That the “ Penguin ” then proceeded to Rovooma Bay, where the appearer 
landed the said slaves (1 child who was very sick excepted) for the benefit of their health. ‘That the men were 
engaged to assist the boat’s crew in taking some wood on board, when they availed themselves of the opportunity 
to escape, carrying off one of the children, and succeeded in evading the pursuit which was instantly made after them. 
That the remaining two children are now on board the « Penguin,” ready to be produced to this Honourable 
Court. 

(Signed) J. G. G. Mc HARDY. 


On this 30th day of December, 1861, the said John George Graham McHardy was duly sworn tothe truth of 
this affidavit before me. 


(Signed) A. Duprat, Commissioner. 
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(No. 16.) 
, : “ Penguin,” June 
‘The papers found on board the dhow “ Flor de Cabaceira” aro too humerous ests wine ci 
describe, but they have been sealed up by me in two packages marked by me No. 1 and No 
(Signed) J. G. G, Mc HARDY, Lieutenant Commanding. 


The referred to in aforegoing certificate were for the f bei 
attached 10 the captor’s affidavit © opened by me for the purpose of being numbered and 


erifying the same. 
Cape Town, December 30, 1861. 
(Signed) CHARLES A. FAIRBRIDGE, Admiralty Proctor. 


(No. 17.) 


No master on board the vessel at the times of boarding and seizure, therefore no certificate delivered. 
Given under my hand this 25th day of June, 1861. 
J. G. G. McHARDY, 


Signed 
Lieutenant Pienaar Her Britannic Majesty's steam gun-vessel “ Penguin.” 


(No. 18.) 


Sir, “ Penguin,” off Querimba Island, June 24, 1861. 

In compliance with directions contained in your Memorandum of this day, I have the honour to inform you 
that on examining the dhow “ Flor de Cabacetra,” as to her fitness for making a sea voyage to any port of 
adjudication, I beg to state that I do not consider her capable of doing so with safety, and, on measurin he find 
her dimensions as follows :—Length of upper deck, 45 feet; midship breadth, 12 feet; depth of hold, 7 feet ; 
which measurements make her to be of 29°085 tons burden. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) STOPFORD C. TRACEY, Second Master. 

To Lieutenant J. G. G. Mc Hardy, R.N., 

Commanding Her Majesty's steam gun-vessel ‘* Penguin.” 


(No. 19.) 


I, the Undersigned, John George Graham McHardy, holding the rank of Lieutenant in Her Britannic 
Majesty’s navy, and commanding Her Majesty's steam gun-vessel “ Penguin,” duly authorized by the Treaty 
between Great Britain and Portugal dated the 3rd July, 1842, for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, do 
hereby declare that on the 24th day of June, 1861, being in latitude 12° 32’ south, and longitude 40° 438’ east of 
Greenwich, I seized the “ Flor de Cabaceira,” for having violated the said ““reaty ; and I further declare that the 
vessel had on board, at the time of seizure, eleven slaves (three of them children), aud no other persons on board, 
and I also declare that I found this vessel in the following state :— 

The master, whose name was on her papers, was not on board. I found slave-irons stowed under her cooking 
galley; none of the slaves clothed, with the exception of a cloth, and some of them perfectly naked. 

These circumstances, and having had to chase her for three hours and a-half, and fire a blank gun and then 
several shot a-head of her before I could bring her to, induced me to seize her as a vessel having been engaged, 
or being engaged, in the transport of negroes for the purpose of consigning them to slavery. 

And I further declare that I am of opinion that the master and crew must have deserted the vessel in a boat, 
during the time they were being chased, without having been observed. 

Given under my hand, this 24th day of June, 1861. 

(Signed) J. G. G. Mc HARDY, 
¢ Commanding Her Majesty's steam gun-vessel “ Penguin.” 





Inclosure 2 in No. 8. 
Evidence taken in the case of the Portuguese dhow “ Flor de Cabaceira.” 


Evidence of Zenne, who being examined through Mr. Fields, interpreter, answered :— 

That he does not know his age: that he is from the Mozambique country; was on board the “ Flor de 
Cabaceira ;" was on board a Banian ship; was on board ten days; he embarked at Ibo; that he was on 
board before the ship was et Ibo; that he went from Mozambique to Ibo in the same ship ; that he did the same 
work as a sailor; was a sailor on board, but a slave; that ten sailors were on board; that they were the 
same men on board when the English came ; that no men left the ship before the English came ; that a waist-cloth 
was all he had on; all the others had the same. (Shown shackles.) That the men when they did no good were 
put in them; that he was never in irons on board; that the Captain’s name was Pener; that he does not know 
the name of any one else on board; that the other sailors were all put on board the lish ship ; that he does 
not Reww whaes tay: tre Ouein' eee, See Noy jaune 5 are tee aes ae the at not know Bararca 
(names on muster-roll read) ; does not know any of them; that he does not know the names of any one on board ; 
that-he loves the trath and does not tell lies (said in English), That all the seamen came from Mozambique to 


Ito; that the other boy's name is Unwun. 

(Signed) b4 mark of Interpreter. 
en ee een over to the interpreter, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his 
ck thereto. 

me (Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH. 


A. Duppar. 
Cape Town, December 31, 1861. 
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Evidence of Unwun, who examined through Mr. Fields, interpreter, answered :-— 

That his name was Unwun ; he went on board a Banian ship Rene nek ne Palied the septs 
on board ; that he does not know how many were on board; that noone left the ship before the English came; 
that the captain was a Mozambique man named Nacibo; that they were all black people on board; that he does 
not tell lies ; that were all free; does not know how much he got a-month; that a Moor man, the 
master of the ship, tcld him to go on board; does know Arimba, the name of the country ; it is the place they 
were going to. (Shown shackles.) That he saw the irons on board; that they were tied up in linen cloths; 
that before the English took the ship there were plenty of them; that the English after breaking them threw 


them overboard. 
(Signed) >< mark of Interpreter. 
This deposition having been read over to the interpreter, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his 


mark thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Au. Duprat. 
Cape Town, December 31, 1861. 





Evidence of Louis Ropeyarn, stoker, who being sworn and examined, answered :— 

That he belonged to the “‘ Penguin ;” that he was on board at the day of capture, the 24th of June; that he 
was employed below when the chase began; that he came on deck when the prize had stopped; did not see 
a boat leave the prize; that he did not go on board the prize; that he saw no crew when they came on board the 
“Penguin ;” that the captain had his clothes ; they were ten or eleven in number; that he does not speak Portu- 
guese well; that he conversed with the head inan in broken Spanish and Portuguese when he supplied them with 
food, and asked him where he came from. To which he answered, “ We have run some slaves at Ibo from 
“Mozambique.” That the head man said, “‘ The morning before you took me, a boat from the dhow did go ashore ;” 
that all the dhow’s crew were slaves ; that he reported this conversation to the captain of the “ Penguin ;” that he 
does not know the name of the head man. 

(Signed) > mark of L. Ropeyarn. 


This deposition having been read over to Louis Ropeyarn, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his 


mark thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Av. Duprat. 
Cape Town, December 31, 1861. 


Evidence of Joseph Price, second-class petty officer, who, being sworn and examined, answered :-— 

‘That he was on board the “ Penguin” on the 24th of-June. That he saw the chase ; was at daylight shore in 
sight ; was on deck, but was not the look-out man. Did not see her when first reported. Got up steam afterwards. 
Fancied two or three times that he saw a boat go from the dhow, but cannot swear, dhow running very fast. That 
he boarded.the dhow ; was about 100 yards from the dhow when she lay-to; that she was brought-to in a seaman-like 
way; that she appeared to be pretty-tidily handled while under sail; that he found eleven people on board 
altogether, including three children; that the prize hoisted the Portuguese flag just befora she came-to, and after 
the guns had fired. That the crew were negroes. That he has been on board slave-ships full of slaves; that 
these are the same class of people; that not one was clothed, but that some had waist-clothes. That he had no 
communication with those on board. That he was ashore at Rovooma with the men; does not know the date ; 
that they were taken on shore in the cutter ; that all hands were told to keep their eye on them; that some were 
carrying wood and some were cutting wood. That there were sixteen white men, with the gunner; that they ran 
away after dinner; that no one saw them go. That the best part of the whites were bathing ; that they chased 
after them the whole of the afternoon. That there were ten blacks on shore, and nine ran away ; (shown shackles), 
and identifies them ; that they were found hidden under the cooking-galley, hidden under the stones; that he 
saw no other irons; that he saw a slave-deck, made of bamboos; that it was covered with mats. Thinks the 
vessel could have carried 100 slaves or more. 

(Signed) > mark of Price. 


This deposition having been read over to Price, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his mark 


thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Av. Doprat. 
Cape Town, December 31, 1861. 





Evidence of Captain McHardy, who, being sworn and examined, answered :— 

That he was on deck the vial time of the chase; that the chase was only visible from the mast-head when 
first seen. That the dhow was handled as well as dhows usually are. ‘ That the distance waa so that he 
thinks that a boat could have dropped and escaped, unseen, at first, Did not examine the papers than that 
she had a port from Mozambique. The powder was used in the destruction of the vessel, also a bale of 
cotton. Did not bring the slave-deck, or of the articles which excited i except the brass rings and 
irons, for fear of injuring the health of his ship on account of their filth as he considered that the slave-irons 
and deck, and the naked slaves, were sufficient evidence of a violation the reaty 


) J. G. G. McHARDY, 
Fpeaee Commanding Her Majesty's ship “ Penguin.’ 
Crass A. i H 
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This deposition having been read over to Captain McHardy, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed 


his signature thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
L. Duprart. 
Cape Town, December 31, 1861. 


In the business of the Pértuguese ship or dhow “ Flor de Cabaceira,” whereof Xatorbagi Dolabo was owner, 
and Assuadi master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandise, and slaves on 
board the same, taken by Her Majesty's ship of war “ Penguin,” John George Graham Mc Hardy, Lieutenant 
commanding said dhow, afterwards destroyed :— 


F on personally Claud Edward Buckle, Lieutenant in Her Majesty’s Royal navy, who being duly sworn 
made oath :— 

That on the 30th day of June, 1861, the appearer, who was then a Lieutenant of Her Majesty’s gun- 
ship “ Penguin,” and cruizing in command of two of her boats off Comoro, fell in with the “ Penguin,” and 
rejoined her. That the appearer found on board the “ Penguin” 11 negroes, whom he learnt had been taken out 
of the Portuguese dhow ‘* Flor de Cabaceira,” captured shortly previously. That the “ Penguin ” proceeded to 
Comoro, where two native interpreters were procured, who examined the said negroes in the appearer’s presence. 
That the said interpreters translated their statement to the appearer (which translation the appearer verily believes 
to have been faithfully and truly made), which was to this ‘issue, viz.:—That all of the said negroes were slaves 
recently brought down from the mainland; that the said dhow had just returned from Ibo, where she had landed 
a cargo of slaves, who were conveyed on board a three-masted vessel lying there; and that 3 of the negroes, boys 
under the age of 12 years, were slaves rejected on account of some ailment. That from Comoro the * Penguin ” 
went to Pemba Bay on the mainland, and thence to Ibo, where she arrived on the 8th day of July, 1861, at which 
time Lieutenant Me Hardy was sick, and appearer doing duty in his stead. That the appearer being on shore on 
business was sent for by the Governor of Ibo, and thereupon waited on him. That the Governor questioned the 
appearer on the details of the capture of the “ Flor de Cabaceira,” stating that he knew her owner, and believed 
she was engaged on a lawful voyage. That the appearer informed the Governor that he was not present whea the 
vessel was captured; but that he would ascertain the particulars from Lieutenant McHardy. That appearer 
accordingly saw Lieutenant Mec Hardy, made himself acquainted with the causes for which the “Jlor de 
Cabaceira”’ had been seized, and on the following day waited on the Governor with a copy of the Treaty between 
Great Britain and Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade. ‘That upon being informed that one of the 
causes of seizure was that two pairs of shackles had been found on board; the Governor, who had previously 
appeared to doubt the propriety of the capture, immediately changed his tone, said that if the irons were really 
found on board the vessel, he was quite satisfied with the seizure, and that if he could see the irons he would be 
then more satisfied. That the appearer communicated the Governor's desire tu see said shackles to Lieutenant 
Mc Hardy, who objected, however, to send the same on shore on the ground that the Governor of Ib» could 
exercise no jurisdiction in the matter. 

And the appearer lastly saith, that at his interview with the Governor a Banian was present, who was stated 
by the Governor to be the owner of the “ Flor de Cabaceira ;” and that the said Banian on being informed of the 
shackles found on board his said vessel, protested she had no such shackles on board when she left Ibo, and 
expressed himself utterly unable to account for their presence. 

On this 3rd day of January, 1862, the said Claud Edward Buckle was duly sworn to the truth of the afore- 


going affidavit. 
(Signed) CLAUD E. BUCKLE. 
Before me, 
(Signed) Freveric R. Surtees. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 35. 


Judgment. 


THIS is the case of a vessel named the “ Flor de Cabaceira,” built at Mozambique in 1861, and purchased 
by a Banian, a Portuguese subject, in May of that year. This man, named Xatorbagi Dolabo, appears trom the 
papers to have been employed before this time in lawful trade, and to have had a small mercantile establishment at 
Arimba, near Ibo. 

He appears to have left Mozambique for Ibo in the “* Flor de Cabaceira” about the 20th of May, with hig 
papers in proper order, visé for Ibo, the capital of the district of Cabo Delgado, within which Arimba lies. There 
is nothing to show what cargo he took from Mozambique, but a manifest shows that he cleared his vessel trom 
Ibo on the 17th June, with a small cargo for Arimba, valued at about 300 dollars. Two manifests found among 
the papers show that in July 1860 he made two similar trips in another vessel called the “ Flor de Arimba.” On 
the 24th of June she was taken by Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Penguin,” after a chase of three hours. 

The reasons given by the captor for detaining her are—the chase ; the eleven people found on board were 
slaves; that she had a slave-deck ‘laid with mats, and cooking utensils capable of cooking for fifty people, and that 
two pair of shackles were found concealed under the cooking-place. : ; ; 

The Court has not had the means of sifting this evidence, the captor having given the detained persons an 
opportunity of escaping, of which nine availed themselves. 7” . aes 

In regard to the absence of witnesses, the Court would observe that the Treaty is imperative as to their being 
all brought before the Court, which according to, Article VII of Annex B would almost seem to be precluded from 
coming to a decision until two or three at least of the principal persons among those detained on board have been 
examined, and if this is not done it is almost impossible to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion. In like manner, 
although it is impossible to bring a small vessel round to Table Bay, an exact description and measurement should 
be obtained of all articles upon account of which condemnation is sought ; and in this case the vessel herself might 
apparently have been left in the hands of the authorities at Ibo or any other Portuguese Settlement, where a survey 
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might have been procured, which would have been of great assistance to the Court, and by which the luss of the 
vessel and cargo would have been avoided. 

Under these circumstances, it is the opinion of the Court that the detention was justifiable, but that the 
evidence produced by the captors is insufficient to warrant a sentence of condemnation, when weighed against 
the proof afforded by the papers that the vessel when captured was employed on legal traffic between Ibo and 
Arimba, and by the evidence of the two negro boys that the persons on board were the same shipped as her 
crew at Mozambique, and that no other persons had been on board, or left the vessel since her departure from 
that port. 

The presence of irons on board brings the vessel within the provisions of the Xth Article of the Treaty, 
and no compensation for losses, damages, or expenses, consequent upon the detention, can therefore be awarded. 


Court of Mized British and Portuguese Commission, 
Cape Town, January 4, 1862. 


Before George Frere, Esq., and the Commander Duprat. 


Present: 
F. R. Surtees, Esq. E. A. de Carvalho, Esq. 
Wm. Tasker Sinith, Esq., Registrar. 

The Honourable William Porter, Esquire, Her Britannic Majesty's Attorney-General for the Cape of Good 
Hope, on behalf of the captors, prayed that the said vessel, cargo, and slaves, be condemned. 

The Commissioners pronounced the said vessel ‘* Flor de Cabaceira,”’ her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
the goods, wares, and merchandize laden therein, to have been at the time of capture and seizure thereof engaged 
in licit traffic, and as such not liable to condemnation. 

That shackles having been found on board, no compensation for losses, damages, and expenses, consequent on 
the detention of the vessel, are awarded. 

That the two negro boys be made over to the care of the Curator of Emancipated Negroes, if they do not 
desire to be forwarded back to Mozambique. 

A true extract, 





(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Registrar 
No. 36. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
(No. 1.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, February 28, 1862. 


I HAVE received your despatch No, 25 of the Ist of Cecember last, and under 
the circumstances therein reported, | authorize your renewing the lease of the 
house now occupied as offices by the Mixed Commission Court, for a further 
eee of six years, from the Ist of October, 1862, at the same rental as 
heretofore. 





IT am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
No. 37. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
(Confidential.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, March 28, 1862. 


I HAVE received your despatch No. 8 of the 18th of January last, reporting 
the case of the “ Flor de Cabaceira,” a Portuguese launch, which was brought 
before the Mixed Commission Court at the Cape of Good Hope for adjudication, on 
a charge of being equipped for the Slave Trade, and acquitted by the decision of 
the Court, but without costs or damages against the captors. 

Having some doubts as to whether the decision of the Court was in accordance 

with the merits of the case, and with the spirit and stipulations of the Treaty of 
July 1842, between this country and Portugal, under which the Mixed Commission 
Court is constituted, I referred your despatch and its inclosures, together with a letter 
from Rear-Admiral Sir Baldwin Walker, inclosing a Report upon the case drawn 
up by the Admiralty Proctor at the Cape, for the consideration of Her Majesty’s 
Advocate-General, and I now inclose for your information and future guidance a 
copy of the Report of that officer. 
The decisions of the Mixed Commission Court being final and without appeal, 
_it is not my intention to make any communication on the subject to the Portuguese 
_ Government, or to take any other steps which might tend to call in question the 
| award made by the Court in this matter. 





T am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
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Inclosure in No. 37. 
The Queen's Advocate to Earl Russell. 


My Lord, dees: Doctors’ Commons, March 19, 1862, 
I AM honoured with your Lordship's commands signified in Mr. Layard’s letter of the 10th March instant, 
stating that he was directed by your Lordship to transmit to me a despatch and its inclosures from Her Majesty’s 
Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope, reporting the case of the “ Flor de Cabaceira,” a Portuguese launch 
captured by Her ere "s ship “ Penguin,” on suspicion of. being engaged in the Slave Trade, and brought for 
adjudication before the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission Court at that place. And he was also pleased 
to transmit to mea letter from the Board of Admiralty, forwarding a copy of a despatch from Sir Baldwin 
Walker, the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces on that station, together with a Report upon this 
case from the Admiralty Proctor at the Cape of Good Hope; and to request that I would take these papers into 
my consideration, and furnish your Lordship with my opinion upon bios (echelon come to in this case. 

In obedience to your Lordship's commands I have taken these papers into my consideration, and have the 
honour to report— . 

That in dealing with this case, I proceed to consider— 

6 1. The Judgment pronounced by Commissioner Frere upon the evidence and papers adduced before the 
ourt. 

2. The general aspect of the case, as dealt with (as it were) out of Court, in the other papers transmitted. 

First. As — the Judgment. This must be considered in connection with the last paragraph of Article IX 
of the Treaty of Lisbon of 1842, in which it is stipulated that any “one” or more of the several things enume- 
rated, “if proved to have been found on board during the voyage, shall be considered as _primd facie evidence of 
the actual employment of the vessel in the transport of negroes or others for the purpose of consigning them to 
slavery, and the vessel shall thereupon be condemned, unless clear and incontestably satisfactory evidence on the 
part of the masters or owners shall establish to the satisfaction of the Court that sd vessel was at the time of her 
detention or capture employed on some legal pursuit, and that such of the several things above enumerated as were 
found on board of her on the voyage on which she was proceeding when captured, were needed for legal purposes 
on that particular voyage.” 

This must, in my opinion, be considered as binding on the Court; and accordingly, if it is proved to the 
Court that any one of the enumerated articles was on board, the aspect of the case is changed; the burden of 
proot is at once shifted; and the Court is bound to condemn the vessel, unless “ satisfied by clear and incontestable 
evidence” both that the vessel was “ when captured, eraployed on some legal pursuit, and that the enumerated articles 
found on board were needed for legal purposes on that particular voyage." The Court should adhere to the words 
of the paragraph, and find and determine accordingly. 

It is stated in the Judgment that “the presence of the irons brings the vessel within the Xth Article of the 
Treaty ;” and on this ground no compensation was awarded. (See the Registrar's note of judgment, Inclosure 
No. 4 in Commissioners’ despatch No.8; see also conclusion of Commissioners’ Report of 18th January, 1862, 
Inclosure No. 1 in their despatch No. 8.) 

This reference to the Xth Article is an error—it should be the XIth Article; but it is obvious that the 
Court was satisfied that the irons were found on board; and it is not stated in the Judgment that it was “ esta- 
blished by clear and satisfactory evidence” (or by any evidence) to the satisfaction of the Court that they were 
“needed for legal purposes.” 

With respect to certain other enumerated articles, deposed to by Lieutenant Mc Hardy as having been found 
on board (viz., slave-deck, boiler, and cooking apparatus, and mats or matting), the Judgment does not say that it 
was not satisfied of the fact that they were found on board by the captor; and with regard to the phrase, “ the 
Court has not the means of sifting the evidence,” I do not see why it was unable to sift the evidence on this point, 

-by requiring further proof, or by the further examination of the witnesses as to the fact of such articles having 
been on board, if it entertained doubts on the subject. If the Court were in fact satisfied that any of such articles 
were on board, then my previous observation as to the shackles, and the effect of the concluding paragraph of the 
IXth Article of the Treaty, will apply to the other articles; yuncta yuvant—and each additional article adds to 
the proof requisite of their being needed for legal purposes. 

With regard to the evidence of the only two negro boys found on board, who were produced as witnesses, 
Zenne and Unwun (or some such names), I observe, at p. 8 of the Commissioners’ Report, that on the 31st 
of December the Court examined the two boys. J feel bound to state that they seem to have been very imperfectly 
examined, and that their evidence as it stands appears to me to be at variance with the case of the owners of the 
vessel. 

The owner’s case was that they were free hired sailors; the captors’ that they were slaves. Zenne deposes 
that he was a sailor on board, but a slave ; that the captain’s name was Pener (hie name being Assuadi according 
to the muster-roll) ; that he does not know Assuadi, or Xatorbagi (supercargo), or Baraca (sailor according to 
the muster-roll) ; and that he does not know the names of any of the others on board. 

Unwun’s evidence is very imperfect ; he was apparently not asked as to the names of those on board. He av 
that all on board were free (Zenne deposing that he was a slave) ; that all were black people on board; and that he 
does not know how much w: he got a month. 

The evidence of these witnesses does not mignd to have been “sifted” by the Court, nor is any explanation 
forthcoming of the very imperfect state in which it appears, If they were part of the crew, and not slaves, it 
seems incredible that they should not know the name of the master or any of those on the muster-roll; 
this, however, would be quite consistent with their being slaves. 

It was upon the evidence of these two witnesses, and of the papers found on board, that the Court 
released the vessel, With regard to the papers, I must observe that slavers are notoriously in the habit of 
providing themselves with lar papers, I am not aware what zeers would have been tly requisite for 
the particular voyage in question, and the Court does not refer to the particular papers on which it relied. 

The papers do not in my opinion afford clear and incontestably satisfactory evidence of the innocent nature 
or “ legal pureuit” of the voyage on which she was captured, or that the enumerated articles of slave equipment 
found on board were needed for legal pu’ on that If the Court was not satisfied that any of the 
enumerated articles were found on » it should have said so; if otherwise, it should have pointed out the 
“clear and incontestably satisfactory evidence” (1), that the vessel was. employed in a legal pursuit; (2), that 
the articles were needed for legal purposes. 

2ndly, I proceed to consider the I aspect of the case as dealt with (as it were) “out of Court,” upon 
the face of the papers transmitted. impression which I have derived from a consideration of all the papers, 


/ 
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more especially Lieutenant McHardy’s letter to Captain Bickford of January 10 (Inclosure 3 in Sir B. Walker's 
No. 9) is that the vessel was ius in violation of the Treaty when captured, and that she probably had 
slaves on board. The facts stated at pages 12 and 13 of that letter respecting the absence of any serious claim 
or remonstrance on the part of the Portuguese authorities, or of the sieiviet owner, when taken in conjunction 
with the localities, the attempt of the vessel to escape when first seen, and the escape and disappearance of 
the master and asserted crew, coupled with the articles found on board (including a boiler and the means of 
cooking for 40 persons in a vessel of 29 tons burden), appear to me to be almost conclusive. 

As regards the Commissioners’ despatch of the 18th January, No. 8, I agree with many of the 
suggestions therein contained. Wherever it may be practicable, it would be desirable that the captured 
vessel should, instead of being destroyed when it may be impossible to carry her to any port where there is a 
Mixed Commission, be taken into the nearest port, and a survey and constat of her crew, fittings, &c., there 
obtained; and also that where this cannot be done, a survey and specification, especially as to the articles 
enumerated in Treaties, should be made and reduced to writing and signed by the capturing officers before the 
prize is destroyed. Nothing of the kind was done in this case, nor, as far as 1 am aware, are naval officers 
instructed to this effect. It is of course highly important that the master and two or three of the principal 

rsons on board should be produced as witnesses before the Mixed Commission Court; but where this has 
n rendered impossible, as in this case, by their escape from custody, the Court is not thereby precluded 
from condemning the vessel. : 

With respect to Sir B, Walker’s despatch No. 9, 18th January, 1862, I do not consider the observations of 
the Court, “taat it had not the means of sifting the evidence,” is an offensive reflection upon the veracity and 
honour of the two lieutenants who were upon their oath. 

As regards the letter of the Admiralty Proctor at the Cape, I concur generally with the observations made 
therein ; but as regards the last paragraph, I am of opinion that under the very peculiar circumstances of the 
case (the prize having been destroyed, and all on board having escaped excepting the two boys), it would have 
been a proper and prudent cause to have produced two or threee witnesses to corroborate Lieutenant McHardy as 
to the particular articles found on board, upon which point the result in effect depended. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. D. HARDING. 





No. 38. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received March 31.) 
(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 31, 1862. 

WE have the honour to report to your Lordship the following particulars 
relating to the adjudication in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this Colony on the 
14th instant, of a dhow captured by Her Majesty’s ship “ Penguin,” Lieutenant 
Mc Hardy, upon which condemnation was decreed. 

From the affidavit filed in the case, it appeared that, on the 29th of April last, 
Lieutenant Mc Hardy, being in the ‘‘ Penguin’s”’ boat off Saddle Island, Johanna, 
observed a dhow running for the land under Muscat colours. Having intercepted 
and boarded her, he found upon examination that she had a crew of twenty-three 
men, and was fitted with three large water-tanks holding a quantity of water far 
greater’than was necessary for her use as a legal trader, and a similar excess in the 
number of mess-kids. A 

Upon the captor demanding from the master the usual gas carried by 
dhows claiming to belong to the subjects of His Highness the Sultan of Muscat, 
two documents were produced, one being a French passport of an Arab vessel 
named “Reain ;” the other a certificate of the Hanseatic Consul belonging to a 
dhow called “ Fasul Gher,” conveying passengers between Zanzibar and Mada- 
gascar. 

These circumstances, together with her fittings, induced the captor to seize the 
dhow as engaged in the Slave Trade, and take her to Johanna, where in the course 
of the same night the crew contrived to get on shore and escape. 

This vessel being found unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication was 
destroyed. 

Her burthen by admeasurement was 2023$ tons. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 39, 


(No. 12 Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received May 31.) 
o. 12. 
My Lord, Cape Town, April 15, 1862. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. é of ee February last, authorizing us to renew the lease of the Een 
Lass A, 
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occupied by the Mixed Commission at Cape Town for a further term of six years 
from the lst of October, 1862, at the same rental as heretofore. 
We beg to acquaint your Lordship that the above directions shall be fulfilled. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 40. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell_—(Received June 27.) 
(No, 15.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, May 15, 1862. 

WE have the honour to report to your Lerdship that, by information recently 
received, no Slave Trade seems to have been carried on from the Portuguese 
possessions to the southward of Mozambique for some time past; only one vessel 
is reported to have procured a cargo of slaves at Inhambane, but even of this our 
informant could not speak with any certainty. From Quilimane the export trade had 
disappeared, with the withdrawal of the vessels which formerly took slaves as engagés 
for the French Government; but we much regret to learn that a large number of 
slaves which had been collected by one of the persons engaged in that traffic, but 
for whom there was no demand, in consequence of the non-appearance of the vessels 
for which they had been procured, were allowed to perish miserably by hunger on 
the island on which the depot was situated. 

By an official bulletin also, issued on the 10th October by the Governor-General 
of Mozambique, we learn that the Arab Chief of Angoxe, under whose authority 
that place has so long been a notorious slave-market, has been at last expelled by 
the Portuguese Government, which attacked him by means of an expedition over- 
land from Quisungo. After two or three days’ fighting the Portuguese force took 
possession of the island, hoisted the flag of His Most Faithful Majesty, and received 
the submission of the inhabitants. This appears to have been effected about the 
27th of August last, and on the 29th of that month three dhows were detained by 
Lieutenant Ross in the boats of Her Majesty’s ship “ Gorgon,” between the Port 
Pangane and Mahatto Island; on board one of which was the Arab Chief of 
Angoxe, who it appears had made his escape down the river with all the slaves he 
could lay hands on. He was subsequently allowed by Lieutenant Ross to make his 
way to the shore in one of the dhows with his men, as the bad weather made it 
dangerous to detain them, the other two dhows being destroyed, and the cases 
brought before the Vice-Admiralty Court for adjudication, 

We hear also that Dr. Livingstone, whose movements seem to be closely followed 
by the Portuguese, met with several parties of slave-traders from Tette, in the 
neighbourhood of Mongomero, where the Mission under Bishop Mackenzie is now 
located, and that the traders having fled, the slaves were settled at the Mission. 
These slaves were no doubt fobeniiad for the supply of the Portuguese on the 
Zambezi, and some possibly for exportation; but this last, as we have already 
stated, seems to have ceased for the present. A large trade, however, was being 
carried on in the country near the Mission for the supply of the ports to the north- 
ward, whence a great number of slaves are exported to the Persian Gulf: of the 
vessels thus employed, no less than eighteen, varying from 60 to 200 tons, were 
captured by Her Majesty’s ship “ Gorgon,” under the command of Captain Wilson, 
in the months of August, September, and October last ; these cases are now before 
the Vice-Admiralty Court, and will be reported to your Lordship when adjudicated, 
but there is no doubt that their capture and that of upwards of twenty others, 
previously taken by Her Majesty’s ships “ Lyra,” “Sidon,” and “ Penguin,” and 
already reported to your Lordship, must have inflicted a heavy blow upon the 
slave-traders from the Persian Gulf, 

These successes, coupled with the efforts of Dr. Livingstone, will no doubt tend 
much to the suppression of the Slave Trade. We can, therefore, entertain the hope 
that a serious impression has been at last made upon the Trade which Her Majesty’s 
Government has so long striven to extinguish. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERICK R. SURTEES. 
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No. 41. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell—{ Received June 27.) 


(Confidential.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, May 10, 1862. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s seulichential degpxtch of 
March 28th, inclosing for our information and future guidance a report from the 
Queen’s Advocate on the case of the Portuguese launch ‘ Flor da Cabageira,” restored 
by decree of this Court in January last. 

We beg to express our regret to learn from these papers that doubts were 
entertained whether this decision of the Court was in accordance with the merits 
of the case and with the spirit of the stipulations of the Treaty of July 1842 with 
Portugal, and still more to find that the report of Her Majesty's Advocate-General, 
to whom these papers were referred, with certain representations made by the 
Admiral and the Proctor employed for the captors, but of which we have no know- 
ledge, tends to confirm those doubts. 

But Her Majesty’s Commissioners feel that these doubts may arise not from 
any error in the decision of the Court, but from some imperfection, perhaps, in the 
Judgment we delivered, which contains the conclusions at which the Commissioners 
had arrived, without setting forth at length the reasons on which they were founded ; 
for when before this Commission the case was minutely gone into, and the Court 
was perfectly satisfied that the evidence was not sufficient to justify a sentence of 
condemnation: and we would therefore request your Lordship’s permission to 
point out certain matters which do not seem to have met with that full and 
complete consideration on the part of Her Majesty’s Advocate-General to which 
we feel them entitled. Nor do we think, with all respect, that in this case a mere 
perusal of the papers can give that insight into the case which the Court was 
enabled to have from examination on the spot of such persons concerned as were 
available, and the knowledge which some years’ experience has given the Commis- 
missioners in respect to ships’ papers and the vessels and crews by means of which 
the legitimate coasting trade is carried on in the Portuguese dominions on the East 
Coast of Africa. 

It isa trifle also, but may, perhaps, justify us in thinking that the consideration 
given to the case has been somewhat incomplete, that the Queen’s Advocate, in 
speaking of the presence of irons on board this vessel, corrects the Commissioners’ 
‘*reference to Article X of the Treaty,” which, he writes, “is an error; it should 
be the XIth Article :” whereas a glance at the Treaty would have shown that 
Article X does contain the stipulation to which the Commissioners referred, 
namely, that if any of the things forbidden in Article IX are found on board, no 
compensation for losses shall be awarded ; while Article XI, to which Her Majesty's 
Advocate-General reports that reference should have been made, relates only to the 
manner in which vessels are to be disposed of after condemnation. 

The Queen’s Advocate has first observed on the Judgment as connected 
with the paragraph (Article IX) of the Treaty which stipulates that if any one or 
more of certain articles enumerated are found on board, condemnation shoul! 
follow, unless clear and satisfactory evidence should establish to the satisfaction of 
the Court that such vessel was at the time of her detention employed in some legal 
pursuit, and that such of the things as were found on board of her were needed for 
legal purposes on that particular voyage. 

Two pairs of irons were found in this vesssel, and the Queen’s Advocate justly 
remarks that, being so found, the burden of proof was at once shifted on to the 
owners, or those on board, and that condemnation should have ensued, unless 
satisfactory evidence was produced as to their use and purpose. This we fully 
admit, but we cannot admit also, as reported by the Queen’s Advocate, that no 
satisfactory or any other evidence was given on the subject. It appears entirely 
to have escaped the Queen’s Advocate that it was this conduct of the captors in 
this case, in giving the persons they had taken an opportunity of escape, which 
deprived the Court of that description of evidence to which, under the Treaty, it 
was entitled, in order (according to the words of Article 1V, Annex B) to enable 
the Commissioners to pronounce whether this vessel has been jesiey Seesines or 
not, namely, ‘two or three at least of the principal individuals on board of such 
vessel ;” neither can we agree with the view apparently entertained by the Queen's 
Advocate that the escape of the persons found on board was unavoidable. The 
instructions given under Annex A of the Treaty, to naval officers, are precise,— 
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that all persons found cn board detained vessels should be sent before the Mixed 
Commission, and in the opinion of the Court it was owing to the laches of the captor 
that there was no better evidence. 

The examination of the two boys who alone remained was no doubt imperfect 
as compared with that of any ordinary witnesses in an English court of law; but 
had the Queen’s Advocate himself witnessed the examination of these boys, he would 
at once have understood how impossible it was to have examined them otherwise 
than imperfectly ; their attention could scarcely be sustained for more than a few 
minutes, Atthe same time the simple way in which one of them explained how the 
shackles were used for refractory sailors at once carried conviction to the Court of 
the use for which they were intended on that particular voyage,—a conviction 
borne out by reference to the Marshal, an experienced mariner, who confirmed what 
is indeed generally well known, that irons of a similar size and description are 
usually carried by vessels of all nations for a like purpose. It was open, moreover, 
to the captor’s proctor to have cross-examined these boys to any extent he pleased, 
but he did not avail himself of the opportunity. 

The Queen’s Advocate remarks that the evidence of one of the boys was 
contradictory—that he was a sailor on board, but a slave: in — there was 
uothing contradictory in this statement, inasmuch as the native sailors in the 
Mozambique, where slavery exists, are commonly shipped from the slave popula- 
tion ; slaves, that is, of the country, without being so for exportation, which last are 
the class spoken of in the Treaty. Nor, again, was there anything extraordinary 
in the circumstance of the boy Zene not being acquainted with the names of the 
other sailors on board, as given in the muster roll, since, as established in all 
cases, the names of the crew as entered on the muster roll often differ from the 
names by which they are known amongst one another, and especially the boys on 
board. The Queen’s Advocate remarks that the evidence of these witnesses does 
not appear to have been sifted by the Court. As already shown, nothing further 
could be extracted from them by the Court, owing to their want of education and 
civilization, though they were not deficient in natural intelligence, but they certainly 
proved that the irons were on board for a legal purpose, and that the persons on 
hoard were the crew passed by the port officer at Mozambique, and not slaves 
shipped for the purpose of being consigned to slavery. 

As regards the existence of a boiler, slave decks, and cooking apparatus, said 
to have been seen on board the vessel, and of which the Queen’s Advocate remarks 
that the Judgment does not state whether the Court was satisfied as to the fact, we 
would observe that the statement in the Judgment that “ the Court did not consider 
the evidence sufficient ” applies to this as well as to the other allegations against 
the vessel. Your Lordship is aware that the customary course to ascertain the 
accuracy of such charges on behalf of captors is by survey; were the evidence of 
the captors alone sufficient on these points, surveys would not be as common as 
they have been ever since the establishment of these Commissions. In this case, as 
the captors had destroyed the vessel, so that she could not be surveyed, and this, 
without taking any measurement of the articles on which the Court could form an 
estimate and having moreover omitted to bring, as the Treaty required, the 
master and crew for examination, Her Majesty’s Commissioner considered himself 

justified in stating, and still maintains, that there was no mode of sifting the 
evidence on this or other points, on which moreover no further proof was offered by 
the captors. ' 

The Queen’s Advocate observes, if further evidence were required, the Court 
might have required further proof. ‘To this we would reply, that unless by refer- 
ence to the Mozambique, which would have delayed the sentence for months, 
nothing further was to be had, since, as pointed out, the escape of the prisoners 
prevented further evidence being obtainable ; added to which, to suspend judgment 
in such a manner would have been in direct contravention to Article III of Annex B 
to the Treaty, which requires that the final sentence shall not in any case be 
delayed beyond the period of two months, either on account of the absence of 
witnesses, or for any other cause, except upon the application of any of the parties 
interested, when, security being given for the expense and risk incurred, a delay not 
exceeding four months may be granted, and without such application the Commis- 
sioners could not act in the manner suggested by the Queen’s Advocate. 

In commenting upon the general aspect of this case, as dealt with, as it were, 
out of Court, in the papers not before the Court, the Queen’s Advocate concludes, 
that from the papers before him, from the absence of any claim or remonstrance on 
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the part of the Portuguese authorities, taken in conjunction with the attempt of 
the vessel to escape, and the escape and disappearance of the master and asserted 
crew, coupled with the articles, such as a boiler capable of cooking for forty persons, 
found on board, that this vessel was acting in violation of the Treaty when 
captured. : 

On this, perhaps, it is hardly our province to offer any remark, as we have not 
the papers before us, and as your Lordship has informed us that it is not the 
intention of Her Majesty’s Government to take any steps which may tend to call in 
question the award made by the Court; but as that award has been questioned, we 
trust we may be pardoned for observing, with regard to the absence of any claim 
or remonstrance on the part of the Portuguese authorities, as reported by the 
officer who visited Ibo, that the case being destined for trial before a properly con- 
stituted tribunal, the authorities would feel that protest or remonstrance would be 
improper and useless ; added to which, protests of a similar nature have on former 
occasions been rejected by the Commission, which must be well known there; and 
that, although the owner Xatorborge does not appear to have thought the property 
destroyed worth the trouble and expense of prosecuting a claim at so great a 
distance, it by no means follows that he was conscious of his vessel having been 
illegally employed, or that it was so employed. 

‘As to the attempt of the vessel to escape when first seen, such a circumstance 
need excite nosurprise, when it is remembered that dhows detained by Her Majesty’s 
cruizers on the suspicion of being concerned in the Slave Trade are. generally at 
once destroyed, a fact of so frequent occurrence that it would be well known to all 
engaged in the coasting trade; and however justifiable by the necessities of the 
peculiar service on which Her Majesty’s ships are employed, it must naturally 
cee a impression among these people, that it is as well to avoid detention if 
rossible. 

, The Court also viewed the disappearence of the men when put on shore in a 
different light from that in which it is regarded by the Queen’s Advocate. Here 
were a set of poor ignorant men who had seen the vessel to which they belonged, 
seized and burnt with the property on board, while they were themselves kept on 
board the capturing ship for many days, and conveyed, not to the neighbouring 
port of Ibo, nor to any other port on the Portuguese dominions, but first to Comoro 
Islands, and thence to Rovooma Bay, just beyond the northern limit of the 
Portuguese possessions, when they were landed. Could it be expected that they 
would not make their escape, if opportunity offered? They “ran away,” says the 
witness Price, “ after dinner. Noonesawthem go. The best part of the sailors who 
had them in charge were bathing. They were chased all the afternoon.” This is 
the account of the affair by the captors, and Lieutenant Mac Hardy indeed frankly 
admitted that he was glad when they were gone, though of course he blamed the 
men in whose charge they were. Could the Court come to any other conclusion 
than that, had there been the desire, there was no reason why, with proper precau- 
tions, the men should not have been produced before the Court, as they. ought to 
have been ? 

As to the presence of the boiler, capable of cooking for forty persons, mats and 
other articles of equipment, which are taken for granted by the Queen’s Advocate, 
we must observe that we have no doubt that the captor truly believed them to what 
he described, but experience has shown that the opinion of the captors alone is not 
sufficient to establish the fact. As was observed by their Counsel, the Attorney- 
General, ina case adjudicated a few days afterwards in the Court of Vice-Admiralty, 
“Captors are apt to overlook the necessity of proof in support of their allegations , 
they see enough to satisfy themselves, and fancy that everybody else would be 
satisfied also.” In these open boats, mats, and bamboo flooring, and cooking appa- 
ratus, are required for legal trade, as well as for the carrying of slaves: and in the 
case of a vessel legally documented, to have taken the captors’ opinion that these 
equipments were for the Slave Trade, untested by survey or by witnesses, whom he 
was specially bound by the Treaty to produce, but did not ; and to have thereupon 
pronounced a sentence of condemnation,—would have been to give the captor the 
benefit of his own wrong, and to violate the conviction entertained by the Court that 
the balance of proof was in favour of the vessel’s innocence, in which conviction 
Her Majesty’s Arbitrator begs respectfully to state that he fully coincided. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERICK R. SURTEES. 


Crass A, K 
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No. 42. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.— (Received August 1.) 
(No. 16.) 
My Lord, Ome Town, May 23, 1862. 
WE have the houour to report to your Lordship the departure on leave of 
absence of our colleague, the Portuguese Commissioner, whose place in this 
Commission is now filled by Senhor Carvalho, the Arbitrator of His Most Faithful 


Majesty. 

‘ After an acquaintance of nearly eighteen years, we have much regret in parting 
with Senhor Duprat, but we indecwtand that in all probability he will resume his 
office at the expiration of a years’ leave of absence. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 43. 


(N '’ Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received August 1.) 
vo. 17. 
My Lord, Cape Town, May 31, 1862. 

WE have the honour to inclose to your Lordship reports of the cases of eighteen 
dhows adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this Colony on the 17th instant, 
and condemned as good prizes to Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Gorgon.” 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure in No. 43. 
Reports of Eighteen Dhows condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court. 


No. 1—A dhow of 156 tons, captured on the 3rd of August by Lieutenant Harvey, in command of a boat of 
Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Gorgon,” off Lindy River. This vessel was observed at anchor at the mouth of the river, and 
upon being boarded wae found fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with a crew of twenty men, apparently Joasme 
Arabs, and no papers or colours. She was destroyed after the crew were landed. 

No, 2.--A dhow, 84 tons, captured on 9th August by Lieutenant Harvey, in command of two boats of Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Gorgon,” off Kiswara Harbour. ree dhows were observed to heave in sight round Kiswara 
Point, and taking no notice of a musket-shot being fired as a signal to bring-to, but still making the best of their 
way to sea, the two boats gave chase, and succeeded in boarding two of them. ; 

The first being searched was found fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and a crew of fifteen men, with no 
colours or papers ; being unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication, she was destroyed after the crew were 
landed. 

The second, No. 3, a dhow of 47 tons, was found also equipped for the Slave Trade, and a crew of twelve 
men, Arabs, and no papers or colours; being found exceedingly leaky, was subsequently abandoned by the captors, 
and soon afterwards foundered. ; 5 

No. 4.—A dhow of 172 tons, taken on the 19th August by Commander Wilson, in Her Majesty's ship “ Gorgon, 
to the northward of Querimba Island. This vessel was observed on shore on the reef, and upon being boarded 
was found with a crew of twenty-five men, Arabs, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with no colours or papers, 
and with every appearance of having recently had a cargo of slaves on board. ; ’ 

The master stated that on the previous evening, having then on board 100 slaves shipped at Conducia, he 
had been chased by one of Her Majesty's cruizers (supposed to be the “ Penguin,”) and had run on shore in the 
dark, and that after the stranding of the vessel the slaves had been landed on the island. 

After the crew were landed, this dhow was destroyed, being much injured by the reef. a 

No. 5.—A dhow of 169 tons, captured on the 24th August by Mr. Guido Harris, second master of Her Majesty's 
ship “ Gorgon,” who was then at Zanzibar, in charge of a slave dhow detained by the “ Gorgon. Mr. Harris 
having learnt from Colonel Rigby, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, that a Sooree pirate, of the name of Mohammed 
Bin Alee, intended to run a cargo of slaves from Mlony, a point about seven miles north of Zanzibar, proceeded 
after dark with an armed boat to lay in wait for the vessel, accompanied by one of the Consul’s boat’s crew to 
identify her if necessary. About midnight they perceived a dhow running to the northward. Upon attempting to 
board her the crew resisted with drawn swords, whereupon Mr. Harris and his men opened fire, and after killing 
three or four, and driving tne rest overboard, succeeded in capturing her. Upon searching the dhow, 17 slaves 
were found stowed away in different parts of the vessel. She was completely fitted for the Slave Trade, with no 
colours or papers, and being unseaworthy was destroyed. 

No. 6.——A dhow of 169 tons ; and No, 7, a dhow of 229 tons. These vessels were captured on the 29th of 
August by Lieutenants Ross and Price, while cruizing in the pinnace and whale-boat of Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Gorgon” between Port Pangane and Mahatto Island, when three dhows were seen standing for the land, and 
after an hour's chase these two were cut off and forced tobring-to. Upon being boarded, the’ were found provided 
with Arab colours, but no papers. On board of one was an Arab who styled himself the King of Angoxa, who 
had neither passports nor papers, nor could he account for being without them. The only document he possessed 
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was a blank envelope addressed to Queen Victoria. He appears to have been escaping from Angoxa with as many 
slaves as he could get. ‘These vessels were detained, and as the weather appeared threatening, were anchored 
with the “ Gorgon’s” boats tuo miles to the south of Mahatto Island, but in consequence of the weather becoming 
worse, Lieutenant Ross removed the crews and slaves from two of the dhows to the third one, and allowed her to 
escape, and destroyed the two remaining. 

\ On board the dhow where the King was, were found two revolvers, marked with the broad arrow and the 
letters B. O., and respe sgh She get: 18 and 24. It is believed that they belonged to two men of Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” who, about two years before this capture, were murdered in the Angoxa River. 

No. 8.—A dhow of. 109 tons, captured on the 6th September by Lieutenant Ross, while cruizing with the 
pinnace and whale-boat of Her — ship “Gorgon,” off Songa Island. This dhow was discovered standing 
towards Quilloa. Upon being searched she was found fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with neither papers nor 
colours, and a crew of thirteen Arabs, who admitted that they were bound to Quilioa to get a cargo of slaves, 
Being unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication, she was destroyed after the crew were landed. 

No. 9.—A dhow of 200 tons, captured by Lieutenant Harvey on the 8th September, while cruizing in one of 
the “ Gorgon’s” boats, off Pemba Island. his dhow was discovered coming to ancnv. in Port Wangeeke, in 
the north of the island. Upon being boarded she was found fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with a crew of 
twenty men, Sevoodis, from the Persian Gulf, but no colours or papers; and being unfit for a voyage to a port of 
adjudication, was destroyed after the crew were landed. 

No. 10.—A dhow of 138 tons, captured on the 11th September by Lieutenant Ross, in command of the 
“Gorgon’s” pinnace, while cruizing off Wasseen Reefs. This dhow was observed at 6 a.M., standing towards 
the land, her decks crowded with wegroes, apparently slaves. At the captors firing across her to bring her to, 
the crew ran her on shore into the mangrove bush and escaped. Upon being boarded, they fonnd that she had 
recently been occupied by a great number of people. No papers, and fitted for the Slave Trade. Being hard 
aground, she was destroyed. 

No. 11.—A dhow of 53 tons, captured by Lieutenant Ross on the 11th Septumber, in the “ Gorgon’s” 
pinnace, while cruizing off Wasseen Reefs. This vessel was seen at 2 p.M., standing to the southward, and after 
a chase of six hours ran ashore into the mangrove bush. During the chase the crew were seen driving a large 

uantity of grown-up slaves on shore, and carrying off the boys and girls. Upon being boarded she was found 
leserted ; no colours or papers, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade; and being unfit for a voyage to a port 
of adjudication was destroyed. 

No. 12.—A dhow of 66 tons, captured on 14th September by Lieutenant Ross, while cruizing off Mombaza, 
in the “Gorgon’s” pinnace. She was observed running in for Monbaxs, and upon being searched she was found 
fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with a crew of thirteen men, Northern Arabs, but no colours or papers, and 
afier the crew were landed she was destroyed, being found unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication. 

Nos. 13, 14, 15, and 16.—On the 16th September, Lieutenant Ross, while cruizing in the pinnace of Her 
Majesty's ship *‘ Gorgon,” off Melinda, stood into that anchorage for water, accompanied by the whale-boat, in 
command of Sub-Lieutenant Price, when they saw three dhows at anchor in the rvadstead and a smaller dhow 
oe off from the shore with forty or fifty armed men on board, Northern Arabs, apparently bound to the 

hows. 

Upon the attempt of the boats to intercept the dhow with the armed men, the Arabs opened fire, and the 
crew of the other dhows jumped overboard and swam on shore; this fire was returned with musketry and grape 
and canister from the pinnace’s howitzer. After several of the Arabs had been killed and wounded, the remainder 
aoe to the shore. The dhows were then searched, under a heavy fire from the shore, and captured as 

OllOWS i— 

No. 13, of 192 tons, found deserted and without colours or papers, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 

No. 14, of 101 tons, found deserted and no colours or papers, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 

No. 15, of 81 tons, found deserted and without colours or papers, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 

No. 16, of 5] tons, the same one which had resisted and was afterwards abandoned, was found deserted, with 
the exception of one negro, who stated that the other three dhows had landed 180 slaves, who were on shore 
while the vessels were being cleaned and watered, and that when these slaves were reshipped and more obtained, 
the dhows would proceed on their voyage to the Persian Gulf; and he added, that the dhow which he was in was 
also destined to carry a cargo of slaves to the Persian Gulf, in company with the others. She had no colours or 
papers, and was completely fitted for the Slave Trade. 

These four were also destroyed as being unseaworthy. 

No. 17.—A matapi of 75 tons, captured on 30th September by Mr. Hansan, the boatswain, in command of 
the pinnace of Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Gorgon,” while cruizing in Manda Bay, in company with the whale-boat and 
gig, all under the command of Mr. Inglis, master of the “ Gorgon.” 

This vessel was observed coming out of the bay, aud after a chase of about twenty minutes (during which an 
exchange of fire was kept up) she ran on shore in the mangrove bush. Upon being boarded, she was found 
deserted, with no colours or papers, and cleared of everything. During the chase, a crowd of people were 
observed on board, more in number than her crew could consist of, whom the captors believed must have been 
slaves, and who were carried into the bush when the vessel was beached; otherwise there could be no cause to 
avoid search, the object of the “ Gorgon’s” boat being well known. She was therefore destroyed. 

No. 18.—A dhow of 92 tons, captured on the 3rd October by the gig and whale-boat of the “Gorgon,” 
under command of Mr. Inglis, while lying off Shella Point. When first observed, she was running towards the 
land, and when it was endeavoured to intercept her, she was run on shore, and the Arab crew were seen with 
drawn swords driving a crowd of slaves overboard. Upon being boarded, she was found deserted by her crew 
with no Golours or papers, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and with 44 slaves on board—32 males and 
12 females. After she was got off the shore, and brought alongside the ‘‘ Gorgon,” the slaves were removed to 
the “ Gorgon,” and the dhow being in a leaky state soon after foundered. 

The slaves in these dhows were all conveyed in the “ Gorgon” to Seychelles, and handed over to the Civil 
Commissioner, with the exception of 5 boys, who were brought to Simon’s Bay. like 

With respect to these lads the Court does not appear to have made any order, and it is understood that they 
remain on board Her Majesty's ship “ Gorgon.” 


rr 
No. 44. 

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell, Confidential, September 10, 1862. 

[Arrival of “ Delta” and “ Louisa” in Table Bay.) 
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No, 45. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received October 30.) 
(No. 22.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, September 18, 1862. 

WE have the honour to lay before your Lordship our Report upon the Slave 
Trade on the East Coast of Africa during the year ending on the 30th instant. 

With regard to the Portuguese possessions, we learn that at Ibo slaves are 
very plentiful and cheap, whence it is inferred that the export has not been very 
great. The Governor is said to show every disposition to check the trade, and 
prevent slave-vessels, either European or native, from procuring cargoes: the 
number of European vessels which have succeeded in doing so during the past 
year may be taken as not exceeding three, carrying from 1,200 to 1,500 slaves. 
The last of these appears to have left the coast about July last; and another, 
which made an attempt towards the end of 1861, failed, but is supposed to have 
succeeded at same of the ports to the northward. 

South of Ibo, the conveyance of slaves in dhows has in a great part, if not 
entirely, stopped. 

From Mozambique itself no slaves are exported, but Mokamba to the south, 
and Velhaco to the north, about fifteen miles from the seat of Government, are 
ports at which vessels engaged in the Slave Trade usually procure cargoes, and a 
few cargoes have been taken thence for the Comoro Islands. 

At Angoxa also the trade has lately declined. Towards the end of 1861 about 
1,200 to 1,500 slaves were taken off. Of nine dhows employed in these trans- 
actions One was captured by Her Majesty’s ship “ Sidon,” and three were destroyed 
by Her Majesty's ship “ Ariel,” after they had landed their cargoes, which were 
disposed of at Majunga and other ports on the north-west coast of Madagascar, 
where, and at the Comoro Islands, a sure market is always found. This trade is 
principally carried on to supply the French colonists in Mayotte and Nos Beh, who 
continue to import negroes from Mohilla and Comoro in vessels which carry a 
French officer, the negroes being certified to be free men by the Government of 
the port of shipment. It is said that these certificates cost 5 dollars a piece, and 
that 30 dollars are paid foreach man. It is to be hoped that as the Portuguese 
have established their sovereignty at Angoxa, as reported by us in our despatch 
No. 15 of the 15th of May last, the Slave Trade may be checked. The loss of life 
and property amongst the wealthy ard influential Arabs at the taking of the town 
will probably have contributed to that good result as far as regards the town of 
Angoxa itself. 

From Quilimane we hear of no exportation, but three European vessels are 
reported to have taken cargoes lower down the coast, namely, from near Inhambane 
two, and from Delagoa Bay, or its vicinity, one. 

To the northward again, beyond the Portuguese possessions, the trade has 
been carried on to a considerable extent by Arab dhows for the supply of the 
Persian Gulf and the Somali tribes; but the attempts made in September, 
October, and November 1861, were much impeded by the presence of Her Majesty’s 
ships. Towards the end of November, however, when the south-west monsoon 
ended, about 300 slaves were carried off, and a few more may have been taken in 
December, when the cruizers were necessarily absent ; but the severe check 
which had been given to the trade by the energetic action of Her Majesty’s ships 
“Gorgon ” and “ Ariel,” would, it may be hoped, prevent any shipments. Until 
the monsoon set in again, the trade could not well be carried on north of the line; 
and since March, when the monsoon commences, many more captures have been 
made by Her Majesty’s ship “ Ariel,” so that the traders must have suffered 
considerable loss. ° 

With regard to the dominions of the Sultan, we learn that at Zanzibar twice 
as many slaves are imported as are required for the service of the inhabitants. 
This over-importation tends to keep up the trade on the coast, and the evil would 
be much lessened if His Highness could be induced to prevent the export of slaves 
from Quiloa and other of his ports, in excess of the demand by his subjects. But 
even if this were done it would be requisite to watch the entrance to the Persian 
Gulf, for there are other less known ports on the coast, whence the traders would 
arrange to ship their cargoes, the profit upon which is too great to be readily 
abandoned, as will appear from the fact that slaves costing 5 dollars realize from 
50 to 100 dollars in the Persian Gulf and on the coast of Arabia. 
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At the Comoro Islands and at Mohilla slaves are still imported, chiefly from 
Velhaco, though some are said to have been kidnapped from the neighbourhood of 
Mozambique. At Johanna it is believed that none have been imported, but from 
all these places negroes are sent as free men to Mayotte and Nos Beh. 

Allusion has been made to the activity of Her Majesty’s ships, and this has led 
to sixty-nine cases having been brought in for adjudication during the year now 
about to close, some of which were captured prior to the 30th of September, 1861. 
Eighteen of these have already been condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court as 
good prizes to Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” Commander Oldfield ; four to Her 
Majesty’s ship “Sidon,” Captain Crawford ; one to Her Majesty’s ship “ Penguin,” 
Lieutenant McHardy ; and eighteen to Her Majesty’s ship “Gorgon,” Com- 
mander Wilson. These cases we have had the honour to report to your Lordship, 
and the Court of Vice-Admiralty has now before it for adjudication the cases of 
twenty-six dhows seized by Her Majesty’s ship “ Ariel,” Commander Oldfield, 
and one seized by Her Majesty’s ship “Narcissus,” Captain Bickford, the 
particulars of which we shall have the honour to lay before your Lordship in 
another despatch. 

One more vessel has been seized by Her Majesty’s ship “ Penguin,” Lieutenant 
McHardy, but has not yet been brought in for adjudication; and the case of one 
vessel under the Portuguese flag was brought before the Court of Mixed Commission 
by Her Majesty’s ship “ Penguin,” and resulted in the captor’s failing to obtain 
condemnation, though there were sufficient grounds to justify her detention. 

Of these seventy vessels forty-eight were captured prior to the 30th September, 
1861. The captures to which our Report relates amount to twenty-two, of which 
six had slaves actually on board. The number of slaves captured was 278, but in 
many cases the slaves were landed from the vessels before the captors could get on 
board. Of these 278, 217 were landed and restored to freedom, 25 died, and the 
remainder either escaped or were recovered by their owners. 

Of the vessels to which, during the past year, your Lordship has called our 
attention as suspected of being about to engage in the Slave Trade, none have been 
heard of at this port; but of those reported in a previous year, two have arrived. 
Their movements we have had the honour to report to your Lordship in our 
despatch of the 10th instant. 

A Resolution was carried in the House of Assembly of this Colony during its 
last session, setting forth the anxious desire of the colonists to obtain a supply of 
African labour, by an allotment of the Africans captured by Her Majesty’s ships, 
or by some other means ; and occasion was lately taken when some of the Damara 
race were driven into Namaqualand, the north-western division of the Colony, by 
their enemies the Hottentots, to press upon the Governor the propriety of organ- 
izing a system of immigration from Damaraland. To this his Excellency has 
replied by declining to take any part in such a measure, on the ground that Her 
Majesty’s Government would not sanction emigration from any part of the East or 
West Coast, as they were very sceptical as to the existence of any such thing as 
the real voluntary emigration of individuals, and would never consent, by the 
establishment of such a system, to afford a pretext for the continuance on the part 
of the French Government of the so-called free emigration, which they had been 
at such pains to discourage; but the co-operation of the Colonial Government has 
been promised for facilitating the transit to this part of the Colony of such Damaras 
as may have already found their way, or may hereafter come, into Namaqualand, 
and for making arrangements with the farmers for their reception and employment. 

It is with much regret that we feel called upon again to draw attention to the 
alleged existence of the Slave Trade in the Transvaal; it is very difficult to procure 
distinct information on the subject; but a declaration made by a Bushman girl 
named Leya, who had been twice carried off by Transvaal Boers and sold into 
slavery, but ultimately escaped into Natal, tends to confirm the reports which 
occasionally reach us, that the system of procuring slaves by ‘‘ commandos” against 
the natives is still carried on. We have the honour to inclose a copy of the 
deposition made by Leya; and we beg to add that the subject has not escaped 
the notice of the High Commissioner, but that the present state of the Government 
of the Transvaal is such as to prevent action being taken in the matter by his 
Excellency with any prospect of a good result. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
; FREDERICK R. SURTEES. 


Crass A. L 
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Nata.—By the overland post we have Natal news up to June 26. The following remarkable paragraph, 
having reference to the existence of slavery in the Transvaal, is taken from a letter published in the “ Natal 
Mereury ” :—‘‘ Statement made by a refugee Bushman girl, Leya, before C. L Stretch, Esq., Field-Cornet, Upper 
Buffalo Ward, Natal: Leya,—I am a Bushman girl (her age is apparently 25 or 26 years). I first lived in 
Moshesh’s country, and the Magaliesberg Boers took me away when t was a young girl. The Boer who took me 
was Peter Straydom. I ran away from him, and I came again to the Bushman’s country. There I took a 
Bushman for a husband, and lived with him near Vaal River, where I lived three years. The Boers then caught 
me again, after shooting my husband. I was then taken to Verzamelberg with my child, aged about seven years, 
by Christian Pretorius, who captured me. They then took my child away from me by force, although he clung to 
me, and I cried very much, telling me that other persons wanted my child as well as myself, and threatening me 
that unless I left off crying I shou!d get a bullet through my head. My child was sold, but I do not know who 
bought him. as I was crying at the time. My child has since been sold to Caspar Badenhorst (brother of the 
Landdrost). 1 remember the commando when my husband was shot. There were about fifty Boers engaged, 
amongst whom were Christian Pretorius (my master), Piet Joubert, and Caspar Badenhorst. ‘hese names I know. 
Piet Joubert said that if we made so much noise he would shoot us all. In that commando five men and three 
women were shot. ‘They took prisoners all the women and children. It is about a year since I was caught for the 
second time. Most of the children that were taken from the breast have since died. One of the girls that was 
shot had a baby at her breast, and the child was taken from her. The girl not being quite dead at the time, the 
Boer gave her a kick and killed her! The Boers said that we stole cattle, which was not true. The beasts had 
strayed into Moshesh’s country, and have since been restored to the Boers. Shortly after this, mv master (Chris- 
tian Pretorius) went away again on a commando, accompanied with more Boers than on the first commando. On 
the first occasion only one waggon went, but on the second commando several waggons went. The commando was 
away about a week. I was not present. 1 was present when the commando returned. 1 wished to run away to 
inform my friends that a commando was coming ; hut I was locked up and unable to do so. My master brought a 
young Bushman, and an old Bushman girl. ‘The former was my aunt’s son. The woman has since run away. 
She told me that a number of Bushmen and girls were shot. When my master returned the second time, one 
whole waggon-load of Bushman children were brought. These I saw. I do not know who has got them, as my 
master would not allow me to leave the house. A boy (Hottentot) told me that if I got below the Berg I would 
he on English ground, and that the Boers could not take me back. I was directed to go to the Field-Cornet, where 
I should be safe. My master, with a number of Boers, having gone on another expedition, to shoot elands they 
say, I left in the night, with two other girls, one of whom was a slave to my master, and the other in the service of 
Weenen Pretorius (Christian’s father). I received no wages for my labour during the whole time. 1 was never 
flogged, and was treated well. The reason I ran away was to try and get my child, All that I have said is true, 

. “LEYA, her * mark.” 
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Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received October 30.) 
No. 23.) 
y Lord, Cape Town, September 19, 1862. 
WE have the honour to inclose to your Lordship reports of the cases of 
twenty-three dhows adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this Colony on the 
18th instant, and condemned as good prizes to Her Majesty’s ship “ Ariel.” 
; We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERICK R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure in No. 46. 
Reports of Cases of Twenty-three Dhows condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court on the 18th September, 1862. 


No. 1. A dhow of 763$ tons, captured off Comoro, August 28, 1861.—On the 28th August, 1861, Sub- 
Lieutenant Clark was cruizing in a cutter of the “ Ariel" off Comoro, when at 3 p.m. a dhow was seen at anchor 
off the north-west point of the island. Lieutenant Clark at once bore down to and boarded her. She had a crew 
of fourteen Arabs, and Arab colours, but no papers of any description. She had a slave-deck constructed of 
bamboo, and capable of carrying about 70 slaves ; three large water-tanks capable of holding about four tons of 
water, and other slave-fittings. Lieutenant Clark detained the dhow until the 8ist August, when the “ Ariel ” 
having arrived, Commander Oldfield seized the dhow on the charge of being engaged in the Slave Trade, the 
crew admitting that they had just run a cargo of slaves. Being unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication, the 
dhow was destroved. She was of 76 tons burden. 

No. 2. A dhow of 8039 tons, captured off Mohilla, August 30, 1861.—On the 30th of August, 1861, the 
“ Ariel” was standing to the westward of Mohilla, when shortly after daylight two dhows were observed running 
along the land to the eastward. Commander Oldfield intercepted them. One being a legal trader was allowed to 
proceed on her course; the other ran towards the beach and anchored within a couple of hundred yards from the 
shore, her crew and a crowd of persons, apparently slaves, abandoning her as the ship's boat approached. She 
was found to be fully equipped for the Slave Trade, having a slave-deck laid, fit to carry about 90 slaves, 
which had evidently just been used for that purpose ; a large number of coarse slave-mats, twelve feet by four, 
which had also just been used; two large water-tanks, two casks, and a number of earthenware pots capable of 
holding from three and a half to four tons of water ; a number of earthenware pots for feeding slaves, and a 
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quantity of cocoa nuts and rice for slave food. She had neither papers nor colours. Commander Oldfield seized 
her on the charge of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and as she was unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication, 
destroved her. She was 55 feet in length and of 80 tons burden. i 

No. 3. A dhow of 162 tons, captured at Comoro, August 31, 1861.—On the 31st August, 1861, Com- 
mander Oldfield, then in command of the “ Ariel,” off the north-west point of Comoro Island, having received 
information that a slave dhow had landed a cargo of slaves in a creek to the north-west of the island, dispatched 
Sub-Lieutenant Fellowes in the gig of the “ Ariel” in search of the dhow. At about 6 p.m. Lientenant Fellowes 
discovered her in a creek, hauled up on shore within a steckade. She was deserted and dismantled, and without 
papers aud colours. She had a slave-deck partly removed, the crew a i evidently been disturbed in the 

peration of removing it; two large water-tanks, each capable of holding two tons of water ; two large pots for 
peaving food, and a quantity of coarse matting. She was seized, and being stranded and unfit for a voyage to a 
ort of adjudication, burnt. She was 73 feet in length, and of 162 tons burden. 
Nos. 4 and 5. A dhow of 4034 tons; a dhow of 11732 tons, captured at Angoxa, September 7, 1861.— 
n the 7th September, 1861, the boats of the “ Ariel,” under the command of Captain Oldfield, entered the 
ngoxa river, and found four dhows at anchor. The local Governor informed Captain Oldfield that two of the 
hows he hevesty believed to be lawful traders, but that the other two were Soorie Arab slavers, and that 
Yaptain Oldfield had his full authority to search them and judge for himself. On the same evening Captain Old- 
eld boarded the two suspected dhows, and found them fitted for the Slave Trade. Both were deserted and 
without papers or colours, and both had slave-decks covered with matting, one capable of carrying from 60 to 80 
slaves, the other at least 150, with large cooking ranges and water-tanks, and in all respects fully equipped as 
lslavers. Upon the evidence of these fittings, and upon being further informed by the Governor that the dhows 
\had been hired by the Sultan of Angoxa to carry cargoes of slaves, Captain Oldfield seized and destroyed both 
dhows, they being unfitted for a voyage to a port of adjudication. One was of 40 tons and the other of 117 tons 
burden. 
Nos. 6, 7, and 8. A dhow of 79§4 tons, a dhow of 6854 tons, a dhow of 794 tons, captured in St. Antonio 
River, September 8, 1861.—On the 8th of September, 1$61, the “ Ariel’ was lying at anchor off Angoxa, when 
at about 2 p.m. three dhows were observed standing to the southward, whereupon the “ Ariel’ weighed and bore 
towards them, The dhows then bore up and ran to the northward, and the “ Ariel” made chase. At 5 p.m. the dhows 
ran into St. Antonio River, whereupon Commander Oldfield dispatched Lieutenant Fairfax in command of the gig 
and pinnace of the * Ariel’’ to continue the chase. At about 9 p.m. Lieutenant Fairfax discovered two of the 
dhows hauled up in a small creek, and boarded them. On searching the first he found her wholly deserted, and 
without papers or colours. He also found that she was fitted witl. a slave-deck constructed of rattans, and capable 
of carrying about 100 slaves. He further perceived that from the human ordure upon it, the deck had evidently 
just been used for that purpose. There were on board the dhow of number of large coarse slave-mats, and a large 
water-tank aud seven large water-casks, capable of holding altogether upwards of three tons of water. He then 
seized and destroved the dhow, she being unsuited for a voyage to a port of adjudication. She measured 50 feet 
in length, and was 79 tons burden. On boarding the second dhow Lieutenant Fairfax found her also wholly 
deserted, and without papers or colonrs. She likewise had a slave-deck constructed of rattans, capable of holding 
from 80 to 100 slaves, three large water-tanks and two large water-casks, capable of holding altogether from 
three and a half to four tons of water, a great number of mats, and a large quantity of coarse rice, such as is used 
for slave food. The dhow was then seized and destroyed, being unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication. She 
was 54 feet in length, and of 68 tons burden. Shortly afterwards, in a bend of the river, Lieutenant Fairfax 
| discovered the third dhow. She, too, was deserted and without papers or colours, and was fitted with a rattan 
| slave-deck capable of carrying about 100 slaves, which from the human ordure upon it had evidently been quite 
| recently used for that purpose. Lieutenant Fairfax found a great number of mats which had apparently been 
| recently used by slaves, also a large number of earthenware vessels such as are used in feeding slaves. Lieutenant 

Fairfax seized and destroyed the dhow, she being unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication, She was 50 feet in 
| length, and of 79 tons burden. 

No. 9. A dhow of 12262 tons, with 82 slaves, captured off Pouna Point, March 2, 1862.—On the 2nd March, 

| 1862, Lieutenant Clark, in command of the ‘ Ariel’s ” pinnace, cruising off’ Pouna Point, at about 6 P.M. saw a 

dhow at anchor near the shore. Having boarded her, Lieutenant Clark found she was regularly fitted for the 
| Slave Trade, and had 82 slaves on board—42 males and 40 females. She had no papers or colours, but had a 
| crew of nine Northern Arabs on board, besides nine other persons, also Northern Arabs, said to be passengers. 
| Lieutenant Clark seized the vessel, and conveyed her to Zanzibar, where he arrived on the 12th March, and 
| landed the crew and passengers of the dhow. On the 3rd March one of the slaves died of dysentery, and at Zan- 
| zibar two others contrived to escape. On the 24th March the “ Ariel” arrived in Zanzibar harbour, when the 

slaves, 79 in number, were transhipped to her, and the dhow abandoned to the British Consul, she being unsuited 

for a voyage to a port of adjudication. The slaves were subsequently landed at Seychelles The dhow was 62 
! feet. in length, and her burden was 122 tons. 

No. 10. A dhow of 13081 tons, captured in Mazinga Harbour, Madagascar, March 14, 1862.—It having 
been reported to Captain Oldfield that two of the boats of the “Ariel” had chased two dhows into Mazinga 
Harbour, Madagascar, he stood into that harbour early on the morning of the 14th March, and found several 

| dhows at anchor. Upon boarding one of the dhows he found her deserted, and without papers or colours. 
She had a slave-deck thirty-three feet long, and was eapable of carrying upwards of 200 slaves. From the 
quantity of human excrement on the slive-deck and in the hold, it was clear the vessel had just landed a 
large cargo of slaves. She was therefore seized by Captain Oldfield, aud being unfit for a voyage to a port 
of adjudication, was destroyed. She was 64 feet long, 17 feet 6 inches in breadth, and had a poop 21 feet 
long. She was of 130 tons burden. 

No. 11. A dhow of 66§§ tons, captured at Pemba Island, March 20, 1862.--On the 20th March, Sub- 
Lieutenant Clark was cruizing in the “ Ariel’s” pinnace off Pemba Island, when at 7 P.M. a dhow was 
observed at anchor in Port Chak-Chak. The pinnace stood into the port, and Lieutenant Clark boarded the 
dhow, which had on board a crew of fifteen persons, Northern Arabs, and 6 slaves, male children, but no papers 
or colours. Lieutenant Clark seized the dhow, and, it being too dark tv prosecute any further search that night, 
made the pinnace fast to her and remained alongside all night. At daylight on the following morning another 
dhow was seen sailing up the harbour, whereupon Lieutenant Clark proceeded to examine her, leaving James 
Blackmore, seaman, the only hand he could spare, in charge of the dhow detained on the previous evening. The 
second dhow proved to be a regular trader, whereupon Lieutenant Clark returned to the prize, which he found had 
been run on shore, Upon boarding her Lieutenant Clark found her deserted by the crew, who had carried away 
the slaves. Blackmore, the seaman left in charge of her, was mortally wounded by sabre-cuts on the head, and 
soon afterwards died. The dhow being hard aground Lieutenant Clark set fire to her after first measuring her. 
She was 53 feet long, 15 feet in the beam, and 18 feet deep, and was 66 tons burthen. 
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No. 12. A dhow of 1803¢ tons, captured off Zanzibar, March 24, 1862.---On the 24th March the “ Ariel” 
was atanchor in Zanzibar harbour. At daylight a dhow was observed at the entrance of the harbour standing to 
the northward. Commander Oldfield intercepted and searched the dhow, being authorized by His Highness the 
Sultan of Zanzibar to search all suspected vessels leaving his territories. She turned out to be a Somali Arab 
vessel, equipped for the Slave Trade, with a crew of thirty-five persons. She hada slave-deck and a cargo of 
54 slaves on board, 35 males and 19 females. The crew produced a pass from his Highness the Sultan of 
Zanzibar, which pass Commander Oldfield transmitted-to His Highness through the British Consul at Zanzibar, 
His Highness caused the case to be investigated on the 27th March, and decided that the dhow had no claim to his 
protection, having been guilty of violating his ordinance expressly prohibiting the Slave Trade and the Treaty with 
Great Britain, and thereupon adjudged her in open Durbar to be a lawful prize, whereupon Commander Oldfield 
formally seized her. Her crew were distributed amongst vessels bound out of His Highness'’s dominions. The 
dhow being a large and tolerably built ship, was despatched with the negroes to Seychelles, where the slaves were 
landed with the exception of such as died, and 13 who were subsequently brought to Simon’s Town, and oe a 
to a a of Slaves there. The dhow being unfit for a voyage to the Cape was destroyed. She was of 180 
tons burthen. 

No. 18. A dhow of 4233 tons, captured off Pemba Island, March 30, 1862.—On the 30th of March the 
“ Ariel” was cruizing off Pemba island. At daylight in the morning a dhow was observed under sail under the 
land, and was intercepted by Sub-Lieutenant Clark in the pinnace of the “ Ariel,” and boarded. The vessel was a 
Buddeen dhow, such as is commonly navigated by the Northern Arabs, and had a crew of eight men of that 
race on board. She had Arab colours flying, and was fitted asa slaver. She had 6 slaves on board, 5 female 
and 1 male. The crew, on being interrogated, admitted that the vessel was bound to Lamoo to take in a cargo 
of slaves. Lieutenant Clark thereupon seized the dhow and took her alongside the ‘‘ Ariel.” The crew were 
examined by Captain Oldfield and Lieutenant-Colonel Pelly, Her Majesty’s Consu) at Zanzibar, who was on 
board the “ Ariel,” when they produced a pass bearing the signature of His Highness the Sultan of Zanzibar, 
which was represented as having been issued in the year 1861; but upon the Consul examining the pass it 
proved to be an old one granted to some other vessel in 1857, and the crew having, upon further examination, 
confessed that they were bound to Lamoo, there to take in slaves, Commander Oldfield seized the dhow. Her 
crew were landed, and the slaves transferred to the “ Ariel,” on board of which vessel they were subsequently 
conveyed to the Seychelles and delivered over to the Acting Civil Commissioner, Captain Cecil Dudgeon. The 
pass produced by the crew was retained by the Consul for the purpose of being handed over to the Sultan of 
Zanzibar. The dhow, which measured 45 feet in length, 11 feet in beam, and 8 feet in depth, and was of 
42 tons burthen, being unfit for a voyage to the port of adjudication, was destroyed. 

No. 14. A dhow of 19838 tons, captured off Brava, April 4, 1862.—On the 4th April, the “ Ariel” was 
cruizing off Brava Harbour when at sunrise a large dhow was observed standing to the northward. On the 
“Ariel” standing towards her she bore up for Brava harbour, followed by the “ Ariel.” At 7 A.m., the 
Arie) anchored at the entrance of the harbour, and Captain Oldfield proceeded in the gig, with the whale-boat 
under the command of Lieutenant Blcunt in attendance, to search the dhow, which had also anchored. Upon 
boarding the dhow Captain Oldfield found a crew of fifteen or twenty men, Northern Arabs, but neither papers 
nor colours. The dhow had a slave-deck with appropriate fittings for carrying upwards of 200 slaves, three 
large water-tanks holding four tons of water, a quantity of slave-mats, and a large quantity of coarse rice and 
inferior dates, such as are used for slave food. Captain Oldfield seized the vessel on the charge of being engaged 
in the Slave Trade. The Arab crew having attempted to rise upon him and his men, were driven into their 
boat, in which they escaped to the shore, and the dhow being unsuited for a voyage to a port of adjudication 
was destroyed. She was 75 feet in length, 19 feet in breadth, 12 feet in depth, had a poop 18 feet long, 
17 wide, and 5 deep, and was of the burthen of 198 tons. 

No. 15. A dhow of from 150 to 175 tons, captured sixteen miles north of Brava, April 4, 1862.—On the 
same day (4th April), at daylight, a dhow was observed to the north of Brava, rounding to the northward. At 
9 aM, the “Ariel” stood for her, when she immediately bore up for the land, upon which the “ Ariel” 
made chase. At 11 A.m., the dhow anchored on the edge of the surf, about sixteen miles north of Brava, 
and the “ Ariel” at 12°20 anchored about 800 yards off her. It was observed that she was full of slaves, and 
that the crew with their effects were escaping to the land. Captain Oldfield proceeded with two gigs of the 
“ Ariel’ and boarded the dhow, which was thoroughly equipped for the Slave Trade, and had from 80 
to 100 slaves on board. When boarded the crew had cut her cables, and she was fast drifting into the surf. 
Her position rendered it impossible to remove the slaves, one man excepted. The dhow drifted on to the 
beach, and the boats were in the most imminent peril; that commanded by Captain Oldfield being swamped, 
and the crew with difficulty saved, while the shore was lined with armed men, who with muskets and spears 
attacked the boats and such of the slaves as attempted to make for them. Captain Oldfield thereupon declared 
the dhow seized as a slaver, and she soon afterwards became a total wreck. The slaves escaped to the shore, 
where they were seized by the armed men, apparently Somali Arabs, and the dhow being deserted, her des- 
truction was completed by shelling her. She appeared to be from 150 to 175 tons burthen. ; 

No. 16. A dhow of 125,%, tons, captured six miles north of Brava, April 4, 1862.—While engaged in 
destroying this dhow above-mentioned, Captain Oldfield observed another dhow standing from the south. 
When about three miles distant from the “ Ariel” she altered her course to the southward, At about 1 P.Mw 
the “ Ariel” weighed and made chase. When about six miles north of Brava the chase finding the “ Ariel’ 
had got within shot range, anchored about 500 yards off the shore, and her crew, consisting apparently of 
Northern Arabs, with about 25 or 30 slaves, were ane seen to take to their boats, which in three or four 
trips carried them all to the shore. The dhow was boarded and found to be fitted with a slave platform and other 
slave-fittings, and being without papers or colours she was seized and destroyed. : 

No. 17. A dhow of 14149 tons, with 100 slaves, captured at Brava, April 5, 1862—On the 5th April, the 
* Ariel” was at anchor in Brava Roads, when, at daylight, four dhows were observed standing to the northward. 
At 8 a.m., the “Ariel” weighed anchor, and stood in-shore to intercept them. Three of the dhows were found 
to be lawful traders. The fourth was without colours or papers, had a crew of nine Northern Arabs, and was 
regularly fitted for the Slave Trade. She had a slave-deck, and had on board 100 negro slaves—eighty-one 
males and nineteen females. Commander Oldfield seized the dhow, and afterwards destroyed her, she being unfit 
for a voyage to a port of adjudication. The crew were landed, and the slaves transhipped to the “ Ariel,” on board 
of which they were conveyed to Seychelles, where they were landed. _ as 

No. 18.—A dhow of 1894$ tons, captured off Pemba Island, April 21, 1862.—On the 21st April, Lieutenant 
Fairfax, cruizing in the “ Ariel's” whaler off the northern point of Pemba, at 5:20 p.m., observed a dhow anchor off 
Masnea, and boarded her. She had neither papers nor colours, but a crew of thirty Somali Arabs, and four 
negroes, believed to be slaves, in a state of nudity. She had a slave-deck capable of carrying 250 slaves, water- 
tanks capable of holding upwards of five tons of water, and a great quantity of matting. Lieutenant Fairfax 
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announced his intention of detaining the dhow, whereupon her crew manifested signs of resistance. The Lieutenant 
then returned to his boat and fired a couple of rockets at the dhow to- enforce submission. The crew of the dhow 
and the negroes then made their escape to the shore, some by means of the boats, and others by swimming. The 
dhow was then seized, and, having been damaged by the rockets, destroyed. 

No. 19. A dhow of 9444 tons, captured off Juba Island, April 22, 1862.—On the 22nd April, Sub-Lieutenant 
Fellowes cruizing off the Juba Islands in the “ Ariel's” cutter, about 10-30 a.m. observed a dhow running to the 
northward, and stood towards her. She instantly made for the shore and the cutter gave chase. After an hour's 
chase, the dhow was run ashore amidst the breakers on the mainland to the northward of the Juba Islands. The 
cutter approached within two hundred yards, as near as was safe, and the crew of the dhow were observed to make 
their escape on shore with about 60 negro slaves. The wreck broke up rapidly, but the coxswain and three men 
from the cutter swam off to her and measured her. She proved tu be of 94 tons burthen. 

No. 20. A dhow of 12149 tons, captured off Murka Harbour, April 30, 1862.—On the 30th of April, 
Lieutenant Fairfax, in command of the whale-boat of the “ Ariel,” lying at anchor in the Murka Harbour, saw a 
dhow running into the harbour, and proceeded to intercept her. Qn the boat approaching her the dhow opened 
a heavy fire, and wounded three of the boat's crew. Lientenant Fairfax and his men boarded the dhow, upon 
which her crew jumped overboard and swam ashore. She had neither papers nor colours, and was equipped for 
the Slave Trade, with a slave-deck and corresponding fittings, and had a cargo of 35 slaves on board, ten males 
and twenty-five females. The dhow, which had drifted towards the shore during the capture, was anchored, but 
about 5 p.m. parted, drifted on shore, and became a total wreck, the whole of the slaves escaping, with the excep- 
tion of one female, who was put on board the “ Ariel,” and subsequently landed at Seychelies. The dhow was of 
121 tons burthen. 

No. 21. A dhow of 115 to 140 tons, captured off Madagascar Harbour, May 1.—On the Ist May, 1862, 
Lieutenant Fellowes, cruizing off Madagascar with the “ Ariel’s” cutter and gig, observed, about 3 p.m.,a dhow 
run into Madagascar harbour, and anchor. Lieutenant Fellowes followed with the boats, and as they approached 
the dhow, he observed the Arab crew drive sixty or eighty negro slaves overboard into the surf, whence they 
swam ashore, where they were collected into a gang by a number of armed Arabs, apparently Soories, who kept 
up a fire on the boats. When the boats neared the dhow, her crew escaped to the shore in their boats, having 
first cut the cables of the dhow, which drifted on shore and became a wreck. The crew of the gig attempted to 
board the dhow as she lay on the beach, but the Arabs on shore kept up so hot a fire that it was not deemed 
prudent to risk the men’s lives. The dhow became completely broken up, and was abandoned, after being declared 
to be seized as aslaver. She was of the Buddeen build, and appeared to be of from 115 tons to 140 tons burthen. 

No. 22. A dhow of 493% tons captured near St. Antonio River, July 14, 1862.—On the 14th July, 
Lieutenant Fairfax was despatched by Commander Oldfield in command of the cutter, whaler, and gig of the 
“ Ariel,” to inspect the St. Antonio River. At about 2 p.m. he observed a dhow under suil, which, on seeing the 
boats, bore up, and ran for the shore, off which she anchored. As the boats approached, a number of people 
were seen to quit the dhow, some swimming and some in boats, and by the time the boats reached her she was 
entirely abandoned. She had neither papers nor colours, and was completely equipped tor the Slave Trade. She 
had a slave-deck 25 feet long, fit to carry fifty slaves ; two large water-tanks, and one cask, holding together about 
three tons of water, a quantity of coarse rice, earthenware pots, and wooden dishes on board. She was moreover 
recognized as a dhow which had been recaptured from Sub-Lieutenant Fellowes off the coast of Madagascar, on 
the 11th of February, 1862, wounding three of his crew of five men, she having then 30 slaves on board. She 
was therefore seized, and, being unsuited for a voyage to a port of adjndication, destroyed. She was 48 feet in 
length, and of 49 tons burthen. 

No. 23. A dhow of 683§ tons, captured in St. Antonio River, July 14, 1862.—About 3 p.m on the’ same 
day Lieutenant Fairfax observed a dhow in a bend of the river. She had apparently just anchored, her sails 
being bent and loose, and sixty or eighty people, a large portion of whom Lieutenant Fairfax took to be slaves, 
were in the act of leaving her, some by swimming, others by boats. Those whom Lieutenant Fairfax took to be 
slaves, were driven by the Arab crew of the dhow into the bush as they landed. The boats pulled towards the 
dhow, and Lieutenant Fairfax boarded her. He found her quite deserted. She had neither papers nor colours, 
and was completely fitted for the Slave Trade. She had a slave-deck capable of carrying 150 slaves ; three large 
water;tanks, eapable of holding between four and five tons of water; and a quantity of earthenware pots and 
wooden dishes. Lieutenant Fairfax seized the dhow as a slaver, and destroyed her, she being unfit for a voyage to 
a port of adjudication. She was 72 feet in length, and of 168 tons burthen. 





No. 47. 


Mr. Layard to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
(No. 11.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, November 5, 1862. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acquaint you that the United States’ 
Secretary of State has informed Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Washington 
that Mr. Alonzo S. Upham has been appointed to the office of United States’ Judge 
in the Mixed Commission Court established at the Cape of Good Hope, under the 
provisions of the Treaty concluded on the 7th of Apel tint between Her Majesty 
and the United States of America for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

Lord Russell has requested Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies 
to make known this appointment to the Government of the Cape of Good Hope, 
and also to give directions that Mr. Upham may be received with the courtesy and 
attention due to his official position. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 
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No. 48. 


— Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Recetved November 28.) 
qa vO. :) 
My Lord, Cape Town, September 22, 1862. 

WE have the honour to inform your Lordship that, in obedience to the 
instructions contained in your Lordship's despatch No. 1 of the 28th February last, 
we have renewed the lease of this house for the use of the Mixed Commission for a 
further term of six years from the Ist October, 1862, at the rent hitherto paid; but 
we regret to add that, owing to the great advance in the value of landed property 
in the Colony, we could not induce the proprietor, Mr. Truter, to renew that 
portion of the agreement which empowered Her Majesty’s Government to renew 
the lease upon the same terms for a further period of six years at the conclusion of 
the present term in 1868. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERICK R. SURTEES. 





No 49. 


. Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received November 28.) 
(No. 25.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, September 30, 1862. 

WE have honour to lay before your Lordship reports of the cases of three 
dhows adjudicated this day in the Court of Vice-Admiralty of this Colony, as good 
prizes to Her Majesty’s ship “ Ariel.” 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERICK R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure in No. 49. 
Report of the Cases of Three Dhows condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court, on the 30th September, 1862. 


No. 1. A dhow of 434 tons, captured off Quiloa Harbour, October 15, 1862.—On the 15th October, 1861, 
Lieutenant Blount was cruizing in the pinnace of the “ Ariel” off Quiloa Harbour, when at 6°30 p.m. he observed 
a dhow running to the southward, and immediately stood towards her, whereupon she put about and ran before 
the wind to the southward, He then caused a musket to be fired across her bows, but without effect. The crew 
of the dhow fired at the boat with shot, which Lieutenant Blount returned. The pinnace then made chase of the 
dhow, which ran for Quiloa Harbour, where she anchored. At abeut 9:30 p.m. Lieutenant Blount found and 
boarded her. ‘The crew were busy removing slave mats and other effects of a similar character, and as soon as 
they perceived the pinnace alongside, jumped overboard and swam ashore. On boarding the dhow Lieutenant 
Blount found neither papers nor colours; but three large water-tanks holding two tons of water, a lot of coarse 
slave-mats, a great quantity of rattans and bamboos, evidently intended to be used in the construction of a slave- 
aeck, a quantity of sand ordinarily used for slaves to sleep upon, a great quantity of rice and farinha, and a 
number of muskets and ammunition ready for use. Lieutenant Blount seized the dhow, and on the next morning,: 
having placed a prize crew and a native pilot on board of her, proceeded to sea with the dhow in company, 
intending to make for Zanzibar, but thirty miles from that place the dhow, without any assignable cauye, unless 
treacherously scuttled by the native pilot, sank, with the loss of two of the prize crew and the pilot himself. The 
dhow was 44 feet in length, and of 43 tons burthen. 

No. 2. A dhow of 10742 tons, captured off Monfia Island, October 18, 1861.—On the 18th October, 1861, 
Lieutenant Blount, in command of the “ Ariel's” pinnace, cruizing off Monfia Island, at 9 A.M. observed two miles 
off a dhow in the act of landing a cargo of negro slaves, on Kisomang Point, Monfia Island. He immediately 
pulled for the dhow, but before he could get alongside the crew had landed the last slave, and had themselves 
tiken to the shore, where they remained concealed in the bush. The dhow was fitted with a slave-deck capable 
of carrying 150 slaves, and in all other respects thoroughly equipped for the cargo of slaves which she had 
just landed, and which, as well as Lieutenant Blount could count them, amounted to not less than eighty. The 
crew, apparently Soorie Arabs, opened a fire upon the pinnace from their cover, and at one period made an attempt 
to regain possession of the dhow. A party of sixteen of them came off in a boat, but were — by the fire 
of Lieutenant Blount’s men. Lieutenant Blouut seized the dhow, and not being able to spare hands to navigate 
her, set her on fire. She was 54 feet long and 18 broad, and her burthen was 107 tons. 

No. 3. A dhow of 9184 tons, captured at Brava, April 28, 1862.—On the 28th April, Lieutenant Fairfax 
in the whaler, and Sub-Lieutenant in the pinnace of the “ Ariel,” were cruizing off Brava Harbour, when at about 
1l A.M. they saw a dhow in the harbour, which they boarded. She had neither papers nor colours, but a crew of 
tweive Soorie Arabs, ten of whom made their escape in their boat. She had a slave-deck fit to carry 50 slaves, 
three large water-tauks, and two very large jars, holding together four and a half tons, and a large quantity of 
slave matting covered with human excrement—a proof that she had just landed a cargo of slaves. She was 
recognized as the vessel which fired on the ‘‘Ariel’s” boats in Mombas Harbour and made her escape up the 
river. She was accordingly seized and destroyed. She was of 91 tons burthen. 
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No. 50. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received November 28.) 
(No. 26.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, October 1, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that at the session of the Mixed 
Commission held on the 30th ultimo, Mr. Frederick R. Surtees resigned his seat as 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Arbitrator, announcing that he had received Her Majesty’s 
permission to retire. 

I have the honour to inclose a copy of the Minutes of the proceeding by which 
the remaining members of the Mixed Commission desired to record their sincere 
regret at the retirement of Mr. Surtees, and the feelings of personal regard which 
they entertain for that gentleman. 

I have, &c. 
| (Signed) GEO. FRERE. 





Inclosure in No. 50. 
Extract from the Minute Book of the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, dated September 30, 1862. 


MR. SURTEES announced to the Commission that he had received Her Britannic Majesty's permission to 
retire, and that his official connection with the Court would cease from this day. 

The Commissioners desire to record that they sincerely regret the retirement of Mr. Surtees ; and that he 
carries with him the respect and esteem which are the fruit of the impartiality and ability which have marked his 
official career, together with their cordial good wishes, which result from the friendly relations which have always 
subsisted between him and all the members of the Mixed Commission in private life. 

The Registrar was directed to communicate the above resolution to Mr. Surtees. 





No. 51. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received November 28.) 
(No. 27.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, October 17, 1862. 

| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 8 of August 30, transmitting the commission by which Her Majesty has been 
pleased to appoint me to be Her Majesty’s Judge, Mr. Layard to be Her Majesty’s 
Arbitrator, and Mr. Smith Registrar in the Mixed Court of Justice to be established 
in this Colony under the Treaty of April 7, 1862, between Great Britain and the 
United States of America for the suppression of the African Slave Trade. 

I beg to assure your Lordship that | shall use my best endeavours to perform 
the duties which Her Majesty has thus been pleased to entrust me. 

In order that [ may be prepared for any business which may present itself, [ 
have this day taken before his Excellency the Governor of the Colony the oath 
prescribed by Article 1 of Annex B to the Treaty; but as neither Mr. Layard, nor 
our colleagues from the United States, have yet arrived, it is not my intention to 
open the Registry of the Court until [ shall learn from the naval authorities on the 
station that warrants have been issued by Her Majesty’s Government empowering 
officers commanding Her Majesty’s cruizers to act under this Treaty. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 





No. 52. 


— Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received December 27.) 
(No, 29.) 
My Lord, . Cape Town, November 20, 1862. 

| HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that having learned that special 
warrants had been furnished by Her Majesty’s Government to Her Majesty’s ships 
on this station to empower them to act under the Treaty concluded with the United 
States of America of the 7th of,April for the suppression of the African Slave Trade, 
I thought it prudent that the Mixed British and United States’ Court of Justice 
established under that Treaty should be prepared for the transaction of any 
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business which might possibly be brought before it. I therefore administered to 
Mr. Tasker Smith the oath of office as Registrar on the 27th ultimo, and I have the 
honour to inclose a copy of the Minute recording this fact. 

Due notice of this proceeding has been inserted in the official Gazette of the 
Colony, an extract of which I have also the honour to inclose; and J have this day 
reported the opening of the Court to his Excellency the Naval Commander-in-chief 
on this station. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEQ. FRERE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 52. 
Minute. 


Mixed British and United States’ Court of Justice, 
Cape Town, October 27, 1862. 


Present : 


George Frere, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty's Judge. 
Wn. Tasker Smith, Esq., Registrar. 


HER Britannic Majesty having been pleased, by Warrant under Her Royal Sign-Manual, bearing date 
Balmoral, August 7, 1862, to appoint William Tasker Smith, Esquire, to be Registrar to the Mixed British and 
United States’ Court of Justice, established at the Cape of Good Hope, under the Treaty of April 7, 1862, 
between Great Britain and the United States of America, for the Suppression of the African Siave Trade, 
Mr. Smith took, before his Honor the British Judge, the oath of office, pursuant to Act 25 & 26 Vict., cap. 40, 
and the Registry was declared open for the transaction of business. 

The Registrar was directed to communicate the above particulars to the Colonial Secretary, with a request for 


the insertion thereof in the Government ‘‘ Gazette.” 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 52. 
Extract from the Cape of Good Hope Government “ Gazette” of November 4, 1862. 


GoverRNMENT Norice.—No. 3382, 1862. 


Colonial Office, Cape of Good Hope, November 3, 1862. 
HER Majesty the Queen having been pleased, by Warrant under Her Royal Sigu-Manual, bearing date 
Balmoral, the 7th August, 1862, to appoint William Tasker Smith, Esquire, to be Registrar to the Mixed Court 
. of Justice at the Cape of Good Hope, under the Treaty of the 7th April, 1862, between Great Britain and the 
United States of America, for the Suppression of the African Slave Trade, his Excellency the Governor directs it 
to be notified that Mr. Smith having taken, on the 27th ultimo, before his Honor the British Judge, the oath of 
office, in pursuance of Act 25 & 26 Vic., cap. 40, the Registry of the Mixed Court of Justice is open for the 

transaction of business, between the hours of 1] a.m. and 3 P.M. daily. 
By command of his Exceliency the Governor, 
(Signed) RAWSON W. RAWSON, Colonial Secretary. 


( 45 ) 


NEW YORK. 





No. 53. 


1) Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received September 29.) 
No. 1, 
ly Lord, New York, September 15, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1 of the 30th ultimo, addressed to myself and to Mr. William Ryder, trans- 
mitting the Queen’s Commission appointing myself to be Judge, and Mr. William 
Ryder to be Arbitrator, on the part of Her Majesty, in the British and United States’ 
Mixed Commission Court, to be established at New York, under the provisions of 
the Treaty concluded at Washington on the 7th of April last, between Great 
Britain and the United States, for the suppression of the African Slave Trade. 

I have likewise to acknowledge the receipt of ten copies of the Treaty, together 
with copies of the Acts of Parliament which have been passed for carrying the 
Treaty into effect, which documents your Lordship desires Mr. Ryder and myself 
to consider as laying down the general basis and rule of our conduct in the offices to 
which Her Majesty has been pleased to appoint us. 

Your Lordship directs us to take before the proper authority at New York the 
oath prescribed by Article I of Annex B to the Treaty ; and further, on the arrival 
at New York of the Commissioner and Arbitrator appointed on the part of the 
Government of the United States, to ascertain that their Commissions are correct 
in form and substance, and then to consult with them on the most eligible course 
to be pursued in entering on the duties entrusted to our care. 

Your Lordship finally instructs us in discharging the functions entrusted to us 
respectively, to be careful not to lose sight of our judicial character, and uniformly 
to endeavour to combine a fair and conscientious zeal for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade, with the maintenance of the strictest justice towards the parties 
concerned, and with the promotion of a spirit of sonoltiation and harmony between 
Her oe tg he subjects and citizens of the United States. 

, Your Lordship further acquaints us that Her Majesty has commanded that 
we shall from time to time transmit to the Department of Foreign Affairs an 
account of our proceedings in despatches addressed to Her ery s Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs; and that we shall also conform to such further instruc- 
tions and directions as we may from time to time receive from him for our 
guidance. 

In the absence of Mr. Ryder, who has not arrived in New York, I beg leave, 
for myself, to express to your Lordship my most grateful acknowledgments of the 
honour conferred upon me, as well as of the high trust reposed in me, by Her 
Majesty’s gracious appointment of me to the office of Judge in the British and United 
States’ Mixed Commission Court, to be established at New York, under the provi- 
sions of the recent Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade. In the disc ange 
of the duties of the office it shall be my earnest endeavour at all times to fulfil the 
instructions for my guidance contained in your Lordship’s despatch. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt also of the copies of the Treaty and Acts of 
Parliament accompanying the despatch. 

The Judge and Arbitrator appointed on the part of the.Government of the 
United States are already in New York. So soon as Mr. Ryder shall have arrived, 
we will, after ascertaining that the Commissions of the United States’ Judge and 
Arbitrator are correct in form and substance, consult with them on the most 
eligible course to be pursued in entering on the duties og to our care. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD 





Crass A N 
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LOANDA. 
No. 54. 
Consul Sir H. Huntley to Earl Russell.—(Received January 2, 1862.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 5, 1861. 


ADVERTING to my despatch dated September 25, in which I had the honour 
to inform your Lordship that Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner, had sent 
for my perusal, on that day, a despatch dated September 15, with a postscript 
dated September 25, addressed to your Lordship, and representing that I am 
boarding and lodging in the house of Senhor Francisco Antonio Flores, I now beg 
leave to offer the explanations of which I have spoken in my despatch above 
mentioned, 

2. This charge, my Lord, is one of an abstract character, standing as a solitary 
assertion, to support which Mr. Gabriel seems to think no evidence necessary, and 
has refused to apply to proffered references, which would, | beg to submit, have 
conclusively established its want of validity, and spared your Lordship much 
trouble and annayancs, The substance of these references will now follow. 

3. Until the end of July of this year I had occupied half the rooms of a house 
on the hill; the owner, Senhor Paixoto, being unwilling, from its airy position, to 
let me have the whole. In consequence of this house being advertised for sale on 
the 16th of August last, it became at the time above mentioned necessary to suit 
myself with another. 

4, The only house vacant on the hill was one very near to that which I was 
about to leave. This, however, was under repair, and would not be ready for 
occupation till late in September. Of this house, however, I at once secured the 
refusal, 

6. Some temporary residence became requisite, and I applied to Senhor Garrido 
to know if he could get my wants supplied. My application was made to Senhor 
Garrido because I could converse with it in English or French, and also because 
he is thoroughly conversant with the affairs of the city. 

6. Senhor Garrido proposed two houses to my notice; one rented by a Portu- 
guese lady about to proceed in the steamer to Lisbon; the other was occupied | 
by an officer of the garrison, who it was supposed would leave Loanda in 
August. 

7 Senhor Garrido went with me to the first-named house. We were informed 
that it had already been engaged by an officer of the Government, who would enter 
the moment it was vacated. The other house was under the charge of Senhor 
Oliveira, who, in answer to our inquiries, said that the house would not be vacant 
till the end of the year. f 

8. Now these, my Lord, were the only houses in Loanda that had given me in 
prospect of engaging ; two were hopeless, and the refusal of the third I had secured. 
Mr. Gabriel perfectly well knows the difficulty of getting houses here, and might 
have told your Lordship that on my arrival here in 1858, with all his knowledge of 
the city and the people, he could only in two months procure me a residence. 
Mr. Gabriel knows that Mr. Brown never could provide himself with a house, and 
consequently they lived together with mutual inconvenience. Yet, knowing the 
difficulty which attaches to this question, Mr. Gabriel in his Inclosure No. 2 implies 
there is none. 

9. So far, my Lord, I believe I have established the necessity of my having left 
one residence, and the difficulties which have opposed me in obtaining another; and 
I now proceed to falsify the statement of Mr. Gabriel, where he says that [ am 
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“boarding and lodging in the house of Senhor Flores”—unquestionably meaning 
under the same roof. 

10. When Senhor Garrido found that I could get no residence, excepting at a 
late period that of which I had secured the refusal, he stated to me that there was 
a house detached, but near the residence of Senhor Flores, and belonging to him, in 
which I might have two rooms until the house undergoing repairs on the hill should 
be ready ; and Senbor Garrido added, ‘‘ Whenever you like to breakfast or dine 
with us, pray do so.” 

11. What alternative had I, my Lord, but to accept these rooms for the time ? 
Mr, Gabriel knows them perfectly well. He knows they are not in the house in 
which Senhor Flores resides, yet he affects to think they are, by declining to meet 
me in them; and to show how questionably desirable they are, I may also state 
that Mr. Gabriel, as well as myself, is quite aware that they are in a house used by 
Senhor Flores as a hospital for miners coming with fever from the Bembé or other 
mines. Mr. Gabriel has visited, with me, in these rooms a person confined in them 
with fever. Such, my Lord, is the position of the “ boarding and lodging” question. 
I had to elect between these rooms or the open street, and I have a general invita- 
tion from Senhor Garrido to use the table when I choose. I have done so, but not 
in any manner as a boarder ; Senhor Flores would allow of no such thing; but days 
often passed without even my seeing Senhor Flores. : 

12. Allow me now, my Lord, to observe upon the manner in which Mr. Gabriel 
has mixed up the two subjects contained in his despatch of the 15th of September, 
denouncing me for doing, not what he represents, but what was forced upon me of 
a very different character ; and I appeal with confidence to your Lordship whether 
there is not in that combination a glaring indication of a desire to give his repre- 
sentation a false colouring, without which it becomes frivolous, vexatious, and 
malignant. 

13. Mr. Gabriel states that the circumstance of my present residence is “ gene- 
rally remarked upon.” I inclose two direct contradictions to Mr, Gabriel’s state- 
ment, one from the United States’ Consul, the other from a leading merchant, both 
of whom are‘daily in communication with the residents of Loanda, and decidedly 
as much entitled to belief as is Mr. Gabriel. Mr. Gabriel derives his information 
from “ parties,” and suggests upon generalities. 1, my Lord, produce names, and 
support my statements by evidence. 

14. Mr. Gabriel forces me to follow him into questions which he has thought 
proper to mix up with his charge against me, and therefore, with reference to his 
attempt to make the mining enterprise of Senhor Flores appear a pretext to draw 
attention from other operations, | must observe that the mines near Cuio Bay are 
altogether unknown to Mr. Gabriel, who, in disregard also of the uniform opinions 
he has expressed of Mr. J. J. Monteiro, the Assistant Superintendent of those 
mines, whom heretofore Mr. Gabriel has considered as a gentleman of high talent 
and undoubted integrity, he now consents to rate virtually as a dupe, or a coadjutor 
in a criminal “ pretext.” 

15. Again, my Lord, Mr. Gabriel speaks of Senhor Garrido as the “ accom- 
plice”” of Senhor Flores. Can there, my Lord, be any moral difference between 
the principal and the “ accomplice?” Yet I have met Senhor Garrido at the dinner- 
table of Mr. Gabriel ; I have frequently seen him at parties in Mr. Gabriel’s house, 
and strolling in of an evening. Mr. Gabriel has always received him with friendly 
intimacy; yet in the despatch directed against me, Senhor Garrido is styled an 
“ accomplice.” 

16. Upon my return to Loanda in February 1860, I found Senhor Flores had 
returned to this Province, and remained without molestation in it. | presume, my 
Lord, he is here with the consent of the British and Portuguese Governments. 
Senhor Flores has been well received by the then Governor-General, Colonel 
Amaral, whose anti-Slave Trade tendencies no one will dispute. Senhor Flores 
received the same favourable notice from the Governor-General, Colonel Franco, 
and still later, the marked attention of the present Governor-General, Colonel 
Calheiros e Menezes, has been extended to Senhor Flores. He has also been recently 
decorated by his Sovereign, and a large tract of land has been granted to him for 
mining purposes. Lastly, Senhor Flores will be conspicuous as a contributor to 
the Exhibition in England in 1862. . 

17. My Lord, supposing the representations of Mr. Gabriel to have been true, 
under the above facts I do not see that his charge would be much worth your 
Lordship’s consideration ; for it appears to me that to treat Senhor Flores as still 


48 LOANDA. 


persisting in following the pursuits which marked his earlier life, would be to pass 
judgment against the Governments of England and Portugal, apes the Sove- 
reign of the latter nation, as well as the several Governors of this Province, by 
all of which high authorities the return of Senhor Flores seems to have been sanc- 
tioned. 

18. Is it even a sensible policy, my Lord, putting aside feelings which might 
be commendably allowed an influence, to pursue Senhor Flores with a virulent 
suspicion of his integrity, when he has given and is giving good proofs of his 
having vigorously adopted legal courses, from which he is actually beeactussicus to 
receive the profits? I fear such obduracy partakes more of personal hatred than 
of a well-arranged supervision, crgwned with the charitable hope that reformation 
has substantially and sincerely triumphed. 

19. This, my Lord, is the second time that Mr. Gabriel has forced me before 
your Lordship—first, by formally stating to me that he could not serve in the Mixed 
Commission with me, though he shrunk from the palpable duty of making his 
feeling known to your Lordship; and Mr. Gabriel made this first attack when 
arraigned himself upon the charges of interfering oppressively in the internal 
administration of the Government of this Province, and of garbling, for his own 
advantage, the contents of a paper entrusted by me to him to translate; and 
secondly, Mr. Gabriel assails me again, making an untenable assertion, just when 
he himself has fallen under the notice of the Criminal Tribunal, charged with being 
detected in a considerable smuggling transaction, the details of which will neces- 
sarily come before your Lordship. 

20. lL now, my Lord, terminate this despatch, which Mr. Gabriel has forced 
from me. | repeat that I do not board and lodge with Senhor Flores, though 
Mr, Gabriel states | do. I assert that Mr, Gabriel is quite conversant with the diffi- 
culty of getting a house in Loanda. I declare I had no choice in my selection. And 
lastly, [am not upon terms of intimacy with Senhor Flores; but I am of opipion 
that his views and means are now wholly applied to the prosecution of legal 
pursuits, and that to throw any discouragement upon his present action would, of 
all others, be the most ill-advised policy, as tending to drive him back to the very 
practices from which the object has been to remove him. A conciliatory tone, my 
Lord, continued with steady observation of the movements of Senhor Flores, and 
even others here, will be found far more effective, especially in gaining information, 
than will the exhibition of a morose and repulsive carriage. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 


P.S.—As a farther guide to your Lordship’s judgment upon the subject of the 
copper-mines of Cuio Bay, | have the honour to inclose a sheet of the “ Boletim 
Official” of the 28th of September last, wherein your Lordship will see that the 
King of Portugal has granted for one year leave of absence to Second Lieutenant 
Pedro Carlos d’Aguiar Craveiro Lopes, of the navy, who is the son of the officer 
commanding this naval station, to take the appointment of Superintendent of the 
Mines south of Benguela, on account of “ the merchant Francisco ais a 





Inclosure 1 in No. 54. 


Consul Sir H. Huntley to Mr. Gabriel. 
September 28, 1861. 

DURING the interview which took place yesterday between Mr. Gabriel and Sir Henry Huntley for the 
purpose of giving explanations necessarily attendant upon the transfer of the duties of the Commissioner, 
Mr. Gabriel will recollect that the conversation digressed for a brief period into the question of the letter which 
= Fcc has addressed to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State upon the subject of the present residence of 

ir Henry. 

Mr. Gabriel will also remember that in this digression Sir Henry stated the difficulties with which he had to 
contend when looking for a house, which left him no choice ultimately ; upon which Mr. Gabriel remarked, “ Well, 
if you can make Lord John Russell believe that!” The surprise of Sir Henry upon hearing this remark was 
instantly evinced, but mutually feeling that this digression might interfere with the actual object of the interview, 
it was properly abandoned. 

Reflecting upon these words, however, Sir Henry finds them of much significance, and therefore, to give 
Mr. Gabriel an opportunity of acquiring full information as to the accuracy of Sir Henry's statement, he reters 
Mr. Gabriel first to Senhor Oliveira, late Oliveira and Schut, and secondly to Senhor Flores, Jun., with both of 
whom Mr. Gabriel is upon terms of existing intimacy. 
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Mr. Gabriel to Consul Sir H. Huntley. 
; 4 September 28, 1861. 

MR. GABRIEL’S compliments to Sir Henry Huntley, and he begs to state that he distinctly recollects 
having made the remark referred to therein at the meeting yesterday, but he did so with a view of impressing on 
\Sir Henry Huntley's mind that which he thinks he had previously stated in direct language, viz., that he felt he 
had no right, and certainly as little inclination, to demand or receive any explanation from Sir Henry Huntley on 
the subject to which the remark in question had reference. 

By this same feeling Mr. Gabriel feels assured Sir Henry Huntley will believe him to be now actuated in 
declining to refer on so delicate a matter to the gentlemen whose names are mentioned in Sir Henry 
Huntley's notes. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 54. 


Mr. Gabriel to Sir H. Huntley. 
( Extract.) . : September 22, 1861. 

MR. GABRIEL takes this opportunity of expressing his regret at being unable to return the visit with 
which Sir Henry Huntley favoured him on his arrival here on the 4th instant, in consequence of its having 
come to his knowledge, as a matter of public notoriety, that Sir Henry Huntley is residing in Senhor Flores’ 
house. 

On the last occasion that Mr. Gabriel called on a person residing in that house he found himself in the 
company of individuals well known to be engaged in the Slave Trade; such associations, both personal feeling and 
a sense of what he owes to his public situation compel Mr. Gabriel to avoid. But he begs to assure Sir Henry 
Huntley that he makes these remarks in explanation of his conduct for not having returned his call, and in order 
to prevent the iniputation of having acted in an uncivil manner towards his colleague. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 54. 


Mr. Stodder to Consul Sir H, Huntley. 


Dear Sir, St. Paul de Loanda, September 27, 1861. 

YOUR note just received. I must say during my residence the past year in this city, I positively never 
heard any one make any remarks or animadversious on the subject of your living in a house belonging to 
Senhor Flores, or boarding with the same ; in fact did not know it myself. I mereiy understood that a house was 
undergoing repairs for you, of which Senhor Flores has the letting. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) SIMON STODDERK. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 54. 


Mr. Cunningham to Consul Sir H. Huntley. 
Dear Sir, September 27, 1861. 

I HAVE just received your note, and in reply beg to state that I have not heard any criticism or censure 
whatever with reference to your living ina house belonging to Senhor Flores, and, furthermore, cannot see on what 
grounds any person er persons could have for so doing. 

Believe me, &c. 
(Signed) ROBT. CUNNINGHAM, United States’ Commercial Agent. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 54. 


Extract from the “ Boletim Official” of September 28, 1861. 
Portaria No. 186. 


O GOVERNADOR-GERAL da provincia d’Augola e suas dependencias, determina o seguinte : 

Hei por conveniente transferir como aggregado 4 la. companhia movel do Golungo-alto, o capitéo da 
3a Companhia movel d’Ambaca, Joaquim Aurelio d’ Oliveira. : 

As autoridades e mais pessoas, a quem o conhecimento d’esta competir, assim o tenhiio entendido e 
cumprao. 

Quartel-General em Malange, 31 d’ Agosto de 1861. 





(Assignado) SEBASTIAO LOPES DE CALHEIROS E MENEZES, 
Governador- Geral. 
No. 55. 
Consul Sir H. Huntley to Earl Russell.—(Received January 2, 1862.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 15, 1861. 


WITH reference to my Separate despatch of the 5th October, I beg leave 
to inform your Lordship that I am now residing in the house which I mentioned as 
Crass A. 
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being under repair in that despatch, it having yesterday been represented to me as 
‘being fit for occupation. 





, I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 
No. 56. 
Consul Sir H. Huntley to Earl Russell.—( Received January 2, 1862.) 
(No. 24.) 
My Lord, Loanda, November 1, 1861. 


IN my despatch No. 20 of the 25th September, I had the honour to state to 
your Lordship that, in consequence of being much engaged in transferring the 
duties of the Commissioner to Mr. Gabriel, I had deferred addressing your Lordship 
upon the representation Mr. Gabriel has thought proper to prefer, stating that I was 
then “ boarding and lodging in the house of Senhor Francisco Antonio Flores ;” 
but that my reply would be sent by the mail leaving this place for Fernando Po in 
October. 

I now beg leave to state that all my despatches were ready, and actually on 
board Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” which vessel arrived on the 17th October for 
the purpose of taking the mail to Fernando Po; but for some cause, with the origin 
of which I am unacquainted, the movements of the ‘ Alecto” were altered, and 
consequently no mail went from Loanda to Fernando Po in October. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. , 





No. 57. 


Consul Sir H. Huntley to Earl Russell.—(Received January 2, 1862.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Loanda, November 5, 1861. 

SATISFIED that your Lordship will most impartially consider the respective 
representations of Mr. Gabriel and mysex, upon the subject, as he alleges, of my 
“boarding and lodging in the house of Senhor Francisco Antonio Flores,” | beg 
leave to refer your Lordship to Inclosure No. 3, contained in the cover of my 
Separate despatch of the 5th October last, upon the above question, comparing 
at the same time the statements exhibited in that inclosure with those which now 
follow, with the view of elucidating the real feeling under which Mr. Gabriel has 
acted with reference to me on this occasion. 

2. Mr. Gabriel arrived here in Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Philomel ” on the morning 
of the 4th of September early. Having heard about 10 in the forenoon that he 
had landed, I went with Captain Wildman, of that ship, to Mr. Gabriel’s house. 
After an interview of fifteen or twenty minutes, finding Mr. Gabriel desirous of 
arranging an immediate supply of coal to the “ Philomel,” I proposed meeting at 
some other time, and left them together. 

3. Mr. Gabriel took no notice of my official visit whatever, until the morning 
of the 22nd September, when the note containing the extract forming Inclosure 
No. 3 was brought to me. 

4. In that extract your Lordship will see that Mr. Gabriel makes my residence 
“in the house ” of Senhor Flores a reason for not returning my visit, because he — 
had once been exposed there to “ associations” which his “personal feelings,” and 
‘a sense of what he owes to his public situation, compel him to avoid.” 

5. | now beg leave to represent to your Lordship that, on Friday the Ist instant, 
Mr. Gabriel called upon Senhor Flores, jun., “in the house” of his father, sat with 
him some time, and having left some messages, expressed in a conciliatory tone, for 
Senhor Flores, with relation to mining products, Mr. Gabriel retired, having thus 
willingly exposed himself to “ associations” he believes it a duty to avoid. 

-_ 6, The absence of mere courtesy, my Lord, is very immaterial; but I beg to 
observe that although in September Mr. Gabriel had been restrained by his 
personal feelings, and a sense of what was due to his public situation from doing 
that which Her Majesty's service, and courtesy also, demanded; yet on the Ist of 
November he altogether dismisses those restrictive sensations, and not only makes 
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a friendly visit to the son of Senhor Flores, in the house where he states his : 
“ personal feelings” prevented his meeting me, but absolutely leaves conciliatory 
messages for the very Senhor Flores whose name has heretofore seldom been 
written by Mr. Gabriel but coupled with epithets of abhorrence. 

7. In justice to Senhor Flores, jun., J must state to your Lordship that the 
occurrence here detailed was mentioned to me by him as an indication of a relaxa- 
tion in that feeling of personal hostility which he supposes has always influenced 
Mr. Gabriel towards his father. 

8. For myself, my Lord, I can find only advantage to my own case in this 
conduct of Mr. Gabriel; and J most respectfully submit that it neutralizes all that 
Mr. Gabriel represented to be his personal feelings and sense of duty in September, 
and also that it ge the line of policy indicated in my despatch to your Lord- 

ship dated the 5th October last, marked Separate, with reference to Senhor 
Flores and his present mining enterprise. 

9. I deeply i that the vexatious system commenced towards me in 
| February 1860 by Mr. Gabriel, should by him have been revived in 1861 upon his 
' return to resume his duties as Her Majesty’s Commissioner in Loanda, founded as 
| that system is in false representations, and overthrown, as I submit, my Lord, it is, 
by the inconsistency of his conduct herein detailed, as stated to me by Senhor 

lores, jun. 
10. With reference to “ associations ” in Loanda, | shall simply protest against 
the possession of any sound feeling with reference to them by Mr. Gabriel : a glance 
at his own will be amply sufficient to justify the protest. 


1 have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 
No. 58. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
(No. J.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, January 16, 1862. 


1 TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, copies of despatches as marked 
in the margin,* which | have addressed to Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, on 
the subject of the Slave Trade; and with reference to the recent importation, in 
considerable numbers, of negroes, said to be free, into the Island of St. Thomas, I 
have to desire that you will use your best endeavours to find out the real condition 
of these negroes, and if you should ascertain that slaves have been and are still in 
the habit of being introduced into this island under the guise of free labourers in 
violation: of the Treaty stipulations between this country and Portugal, you will 
call the attention of the Senior Naval Officer on the station to the fact, with the view 
to steps being taken to detain the vessels engaged in the transport of these slaves. 

I have further to desire that you will acquaint the Portuguese authorities with 
the nature of the instructions you have received, and that you will warn them of 
the serious responsibility they will incur if it should be ascertained that the negroes 
imported into the Island of St. Thomas have been introduced in violation of the 
Treaty stipulations between the two countries. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 59. 


Earl Russell to Mr. Gabriel. 

(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 22, 1862. 

THE Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have made me acquainted with a 
correspondence which has passed between you and Commodore Edmonstone, 
sg ieee the loss of an iron lighter which had been hired by Commander Beamish, 
of Her Majesty’s ship “‘ Wrangler,” for coaling that ship at Loanda; and their 
Lordships have requested that steps may be taken for defending the action which 


appears to be threatened by the owner of the lighter against Commander Beamish 
or Her Majesty’s Government. 


* Class B, 1861, No, 2938; Ibid., 1862, Nos. 216® and 217, 


ot 
to 
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The facts of the case are doubtless well known to you, although at the time 

you were absent from your post, and they appear to be as follows :— 
“On the arrival of the “ Wrangler” at Loanda, Commander Beamish placed 
himself in communication with Mr, Peixoto, the person in charge of Her Majesty’s 
coal depét, and acting, as I presume, for you as coal agent during your absence, 
Mr. Peixoto hired the lighter in question, and when her services were no longer 
required for the ‘“‘ Wrangler,” Commander Beamish gave notice to that effect to 
Mr. Peixoto, restored her, duly anchored, to the place from whence she had been 
taken, and paid for her use. Two days after, the “ Wrangler” left Loanda, and 
two days after that, the lighter broke from her moorings and drifted to sea. Upon 
this a claim is made by the owner for compensation. 

It appears to Her Majesty’s Government that, under these circumstances, it is 
impossible for any claim to be made, either in equity or justice, against Commander 
Beamish. The only question is, how far Mr. Peixoto, by any neglect on his part, as 
your agent (if he acted in that capacity), may have given to the owner a fair 
claim. 

. On the other hand, there appears to have been such palpable neglect of the 
owner to take proper care of the property, that it would seem unlikely that a claim 
for compensation could legally be sustained. 

You will, at any rate, take any steps which may be requisite to prevent 
prejudice to Her Majesty’s Government, or to Her Majesty’s officers, in the matter, 
and you will report to me the present state of the case, as well as your further 
proceedings thereon, 

In conclusion, [| must caution you to avoid any irritating correspondence on 
the subject. Commander Beamish has very properly been reproved by the Commo- 
dore for his language to you, and it will be well for you not again to allude 
to it. 

I inclose copies of evidence procured by Commander Beamish,* in order to assist 
you in defending the case. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 60. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell—(Received February 1, 1862.) 


(No. 54.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 30, 1861. 

WITH reference to our despatch of the 28th ultimo, No. 46, we have now the 
honour to lay before your Lordship an abstract of the proceedings had before the 
Tribunal de Prezas, in this city, in the case of the British vessel “ Lord of the Isles,” 
detained by the Portuguese authorities at Mossamedes on the 24th of January last, 
on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

2. Her Majesty's Commissioner begs your Lordship’s indulgence for not having 
sooner forwarded this Report, the pressure of other business not allowing him 
opportunity, before the departure of the last packet, for going into the subject with 
that minuteness and attention which its importance requires. 

3. Your Lordship is aware that the case of the “ Lord of the Isles,” which 
vessel arrived in this port on the 5th February, 1861, had, in the first instance, 
been brought before the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission Court, under the 
Treaty of 3rd July, 1842, but that it had subsequently been remitted to the Provincial 
Government, as not being one which the Mixed Court could entertain, the vessel 
not having been detained by either a British or Portuguese ship of war. Another 
circumstance which, in the opinion of the Commissioners, took this case out of the 
jurisdiction of the Court, was that the ‘‘ Lord of the Isles,” when detained, was 
lying in a Portuguese port, and therefore amenable only to the municipal laws of 
the country. 

_ 4. The first meeting of the Mixed Commission to take this case into considera- 
tion was convened on the 2nd March, 1861, but an incident occurred, in consequence 
of his Excellency the Governor-General, who was acting as Portuguese Commis- 
sioner, being absent on an official visit of inspection to the southward, which your 
Lordship will find explained in the inclosed extract of the Minute of Session of that 


* Inclosures 6, 7, 8 and 9 in No. 134. 
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day, and the copies of two letters addressed by Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner 
to the Secretary. 

5. The Court again assembled on the 5th March, and its proceedings on that 
oceasion having been ie gS to your Lordship in a despatch from Sir Henry 

Huntley, dated 8th March, 1861 (No. 11), it is now only necessary for us to bring 
to your Lordship’s notice the particulars respecting the adjudication of the “ Lord 
of the Isles” as they appear in the records of the ‘‘ Tribunal de Prezas,” access to 
‘which has been obligingly allowed us by the President of that Court. 

6. From the ample details contained in the documents relating to this subject 
(translations of the most important of which we have embodied in the summary 
which forms Inclosure No. 17 to this despatch), your Lordship will be at no loss to 
comprehend the merits of the case. The quantity of water found on board of the 
“Lord of the Isles” when visited by the Portuguese authorities at Mossamedes 
was, no doubt, in excess for the number of persons she had on board when she 
arrived in that port, and, coupled with the fact of her being also provided with a 
number of casks of different sizes without the Custom-house certificate required by 
the 6th section of Article LX of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, was considered to 
form a primd facie case of unlawful equipment against her. Looking, however, to 
the facts as they are established in the evidence we have recapitulated in the 
inclosed abstract of the case, it appears that, so far from their having seen any 
other ground for the detention of the “Lord of the Isles,” she was not even accused 
of having on board any other article prohibited by the Treaty ; on the contrary, 
it is seen that the fitting and equipment of the vessel, in every other particular, 
incontestably proved the innocent nature of the commerce in which she was 
engaged, and bearing in mind the fact that the “Lord of the Isles”? was, moreover, 
furnished with a document tending to prove this, signed by His Most Faithful 
Majesty's Consul at the port from which she cleared outwards, we are of opinion 
that such a combination of circumstances might have justified the adoption of more 
lenient measures on the part of the Portuguese authorities in this particular instance. 
It is difficult, indeed, to imagine how any person acting in the spirit of the Treaty 
of 1842, and desirous only of carrying out the objects of that Treaty, as expressly 
declared in the Additional Article thereto, cone have really supposed that this 
vessel was destined to be employed in the proscribed Traftic in Slaves. 

7. Nor can the case of the British vessel “Lady Sale,” which was seized by a 
Portuguese ship of war and condemned in this Commission in its earlier sittings in 
1845, be adverted to as a case relevant to this of the ‘ Lord of the Isles.” Whatever 
relevancy there may be in any other point, there is at least a clear distinction in 
the first, and most material, point, viz., that the “Lady Sale” was furnished with a 
Custom-house certificate to the effect that bond had been given by her owners for 
the lawful employment of the casks on board her; whereas the owner of the “Lord 
of the Isles” had neglected to observe that formality. And they also differ in the 
further material point, that, although both vessels were undoubtedly engaged in 
? lawful trade, in the case of the “Lady Sale” much suspicion was raised by the 
Portuguese captors in consequence of various other peculiarities in her outfit, 
besides the quantity of water and casks on board ; but in that of the “Lord of the 
Isies” no other ground whatever is alleged to warrant the construction put upon 
the character of the ship except those already mentioned. It was a voluntary and 
- reprehensible fault on the part of the master of the “Lady Sale” in filling up with 
© fresh water, in the River Congo, casks intended only to receive palm oil, which led 
~ the captor into error, and, taken in combination with various other circumstances, 
was considered by the Portuguese Commissioners sufficient to justify a sentence of 
> confiscation ; but in regard to the “ Lord of the Isles,” it was the neglect of the owner 
) in not giving security that the casks should be used only for purposes of lawful 
commerce, according to the requirements of the Treaty, which led to her detention, 
although all the other circumstances in her case were certainly of an extenuating 
nature, and afforded, indeed, the strongest evidence of the legitimate course of trade 
in which she was engaged. ; 

8. The restoration of the “Lord of the Isles” was the inevitable result of her 
trial before the Tribunal de Prezas, but she was declared to have no right to 
compensation on account of any losses, damages, or expenses arising out of the 
detention. 

9. We have thought it right to make the inclosed abstract more comprehensive 
than is usual, in order to furnish the means for any explanations which may become 
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necessary ; and we have been somewhat minute in detailing the proceedings of the 
Tribunal de Prezas, as they successively occurred, in order that the whole of the 
facts relating to the detention and adjudication of the “Lord of the Isles” may, at 
one view, be presented to your Lordship’s notice. 
: We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 60. 


The Governor of Mossamedes to the Governor-General of Angola. 
(Translation.) 
Excellent Sir, Government of Mossamedes, January 25, 1861. 

I HAVE to acquaint your Excellency that on the 21st instant the English brig “Lord of the Isles” 
anchored in this port outside of the anchorage appointed for merchant-ships, with the intention of remaining there 
“in franquia ;” but not having asked it within the prescribed time, the Custom-house refused it, and directed her 
to make entry, which she did. 

The chief guard being but little experienced in the service of the Custom-house, and still less in his duties 
respecting the execution of the Decree of the 10th of December, 1836, merely drew up the Report of Entry, of 
which Inclosure No. 2 is a copy, without proceeding to search the ship; but as I saw by this Report that she had 
made a long voyage from the Cape of Good Hope in ballast; and this, coupled with the different statement in the 
“ Port Register,” Inclosure No. 3, giving cause to suspect her, as the commander of the schooner “ Cabo Verde” 
had informed me, I therefore addressed a letter to that officer, Inclosure No. 4; and he having proceeded to 
examine the brig, reported to me the result, as appears in Inclosure No. 6. 

The suspicions respecting the “ Lord of the Isles” being thus confirmed, I ordered the Custom-house to 
proceed to a minute search, which having been made this day, she was found to have contravened tne provisions 
of the above-mentioned Decree of the 10th of December, 1886, as is seen by the copies of letters from the 
Administrator of Customs, Inclosures 7 and 8, as well as by the declaration of the Commander of the Portuguese 
schooner of war, Lieutenant F. A. da Silva, Inclosure No. 9. 

The Captain stated that he had left in Great Fish bay a number of Englishmen employed in fishing ; and as 
they had to remain for four or five months, therefore he had on board such a quantity of water. I consequently 
sent the transport “ Rodovalho” to that place to inquire into this, giving her the orders shown in Inclosures 
Nos. 10, 11, and 12. 

Under the circumstances now stated, I consider it my duty to send this vessel to your Excellency to be tried 
according to law, inasmuch as I cannot attend to the reasons and excuses offered by the Captain, but must be 
guided by the letter of the Decree. I therefore deliver the ship into the charge of the Commander of the 
schooner ‘*‘ Cabo Verde,” to be sent to Loanda forthwith. 

Inclosed I send the passport, manifest, and crew-list of the “ Lord of the Isles,” the only papers which 
were delivered to the Custom-house and to the Captain of the port. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) ANTONIO JOAQUIM DE CASTRO. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 60. 
Registry of Entry of the “ Lord of the Isles” tn the Port of Mozambique. 


(Translation. ) 


Nation and rig ie ae ae sie ee .. English brig. 

Name of the ship .. xe a = ae -. “Lord of the Isles.” 

Tons as «s oe a ee me «+ 146. 

Captain .. oé oe ae ‘ a .. John McKenzie. 

Crew ae oe ae sa ie on « Il | 

Guns se oe a ee oe ee oo 

Where from ip as a am ; . Table Bay. 

Number of days out . we ae te sa 8. 

Cargo... te er as a ~ -- Ballast. 

(Signed) CARLOS PRAYCE, 

Mossamedes, January 21, 1861. First Lieutenant and Captain of the Port. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 60. 
Custom-house Report of Entry of “Lord of the Isles” at Mossamedes. 


(Translation.) Custom-house, Mossamedes. 

Report of Entry, made at 4 p.m. on the 21st January, 1861. 

Nation and rig =... i sis we os .. English brig. 

Name of ship sai _ ; “a ie .. Lord of the Isles.” 

Name of captain .. re es i or .. John McKenzie. 

Tons oe “a ee ee ae is -- 146. 

Crew os # ~ 2 ae ee I. 

Where from és ais ee ee 5 e+ Cape of Good Hope. 


Cargo. a _ .. Ballast. 
Number of days out ° . 7 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 60. 






The Governor of Mossamedes to the Commander of the Portuguese schooner “ Cabo Verde.” 


ranslation.) G ‘Moieuissile 
ir ‘ ‘overnment o, 3, Janu » 1861. 

” 1 HAVE to acknowl the receipt of your confidential letter dated this day, informing me pi fey ialisioes 
entertain that the English brig “ Lord of the Isles” is destined to be employed in the Slave Trade. 

In reply, I have to state that 1 concur with you respecting the suspicions attached to that vessel. Her long 
joyage from Table Bay in ballast and her not alleging any stronger motive for entering this port, must induce us 
believe that there is something which it is desired to concez! in respect to this voyage. 

I have much confidence in the honour of the Custom-house employés, but their vigilance may be eluded, 
they have no knowle¢ of the places on board a “7 in which it is possible to conceal those articles employed 
carrying negroes, which are enumerated in Article IX of the Treaty of July 3, 1842. R 

As you fortunately happen to be in this port, I hereby authorize you to proceed to search the “ Lord of the 
sles” with all necessary formality, informing me of the result, in ect that I may either proceed according to 
w or not, if such suspicions should prove to be unfounded. 


God preserve, &e. : 
(Signed) ANTONIO JOAQUIM DE CASTRO, Governor. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 60. 


The Commander of the Portuguese schooner ‘Cabo Verde” to the Governor of Mossamedes. 


(Translation.) 
Sir, “Cabo Verde,” Mossamedes, January 22, 186). 

THE English brig “ Lord of the Isles" has just anchored in this port, alleging that she comes from Table 
Bay with two months’ voyage. 

The equipment of this ship tends to corroborate the suspicions arising from the improbable and contradictory 
statements made by the captain relative to his object in visiting this coast. I hasten, therefore, to communicate 
this to you, in order that you may, should you deem it advisable, call the particular attention of the proper autho- 
rities to this ship. 

My mission as a cruizer on this coast, and the special Treaty with England, would authorize me in proceeding 
to an examination of the suspicious equipment on board this vessel, were she not under the vigilance and responsi- 


sibility of the local authorities here. 
God preserve, &c. (Signed) FRANCISCO D'ASSIZ DE SILVA. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 60. 


The Commander of the Portuguese schooner “ Cabo Verde” to the Governor of Mossamedes. 


(Translation.) 
Sir, “ Cabo Verde,” Mossamedes, January 23, 1861. 

IN conformity with your request, I proceeded to search the English brig “ Lord of the Isles,” at anchor in 
this bay, in order to ascertain whether she had on board any of the articles of equipment mentioned in the Decree 
of the 10th December, 1836, and Treaty of 3rd July, 1842, which might confirm the suspicions entertained of 
her being employed in the Traffic in Slaves, and, as the result of this search, I beg to inform you that, at the 
outset, I found one of the most condemnatory articles of equipment on board this ship, that is, a quantity of 
watet in vessels of different sizes, which I estimate at not less than forty pipes, besides some empty casks; no 
documents being presented from the Custom-house at the port of her departure to prove the lawful purposes for 
which this large quantity of water was required. She has on board, also, a great number of sacks of salt which 
do = ae in the manifest, that document only specifying a small quantity of provisions, which I also found 
on board. 

The search was not so minute but that there may yet exist on board of the “ Lord of the Isles” other articles 
of equipment which would condemn her, but in conseqence of the difficulty of removing the cargo of salt, and 
raising the great number of casks filled with water. After the discovery, however, of the existence of such a 
great excess of water, it will now be the duty of the Geutms-bouse to proceed to a further investigation, having 
particularly in view the Decree of the 10th of December, 1836, and ascertaining whether amongst the papers of 
the ship now lodged in that Department, there is any official declaration respecting the casks and water. 

Finally, I have to inform you that the captain explained this contravention of the provisions of the above- 
| cited Treaty, by alleging that he was not aware thereof, and declaring that he had to supply a company of fishermen 

beri scene in Creat ith Bay, where, he said, no water could be found, adding that the salt was for the use of the 
said Company. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) FRANCISCO D’ASSIS DE SILVA. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 60. 


The Administrator of the Customs to the Governor of Massamedes. 
(Translation.) 


Sir, Custom-house. Mussamedes, January 25, 1861. 
IN compliance with your order, I went yesterday to search the English brig “ Lord of the Isles,” suspected of 
being destined for the Traffic in Slaves, which it, was my intention to have done on the occasion of her departure. 
By the inclosed copy of a Minute which I ordered to be drawn up, you will perceive that sufficient equipment 
having been found on board this vessel, she has been seized, and is now placed at your disposal, her hatches and 
all means of communication with the hold being sealed before I left her. 
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Inclosed you will find a copy of a Declaration made by the Commander of the schooner ‘‘ Cabo Verde,” who 
assisted at the said search, as well as all the papers belonging to the ‘Lord of the Isles” which have been 
delivered to this Department. 


God preserve, &c. (Signed) FERNANDO JOSE GUIMARAENS, Administrator. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 60. 


Minute of Search. 
( Translation.) 

ON the 24th January, 1861, there was visited the English brig “ Zord of the Isles,” in consequence of the 
suspicions attached to her, there being present the Administrator of the Customs, with the Treasurer and Searcher, 
the Captain of the Cacadores, Gomes d’ Almeida, and the agent of the “‘ Unido Mercantil” Steam Packet Company, 
Gil Thomaz dos Santos, with me, the Acting Clerk of the Customs. The hatches of the said vessel were opened 
in order to ascertain whether there was any article of slave equipment on board of her. 

In the square of the hatch there were found a great number of sacks of salt, supposed to be about 500, of 3 
or 4 casongeis each. This salt having been removed, there was found also a number of casks of different sizes 
with drinkable water, presumed to be equal to about 45 pipes. 

There was found also amongst the salt and casks a great quantity of firewood, none of the foregoing articles 
being duly manifested. 

In conformity, therefore, with the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, the Custom-house of Mossamedes is 
of opinion that there are sufficient grounds to suspect that the English brig ‘‘ Lord of the Isles” is destined to be 
employed in the Traffic in Slaves, and considering her seized, places her at the disposal of the Governor of the district. 

And that it may so appear the Administrator ordered that the present Minute should be drawn up and signed 
by all present, together with the Captain and Mate. : 

(Signed) F. J. C. GUIMARAENS. Administrator. 
AUGUSTO T. DOS SANTOS, Treasurer and Searcher. 
Witnesses : 
(Signed) M. G. D’'ALMeErDA. 
Git Tuomaz vos Santos. 
Joun Mc Kenzie, Captain. 
E. K. Eersuan, Mate. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 60. 


Declaration of the Commander of the Portuguese schooner “‘ Cabo Verde.” 
Translation.) 
( 1 HEREBY declare that on the 24th January, 1861, having gone on board the English brig “ Lord of the 
Isles,” at the request of the Custom-house to assist at the search of the said vessel, with a view of discovering 
equipment which might confirm the suspicions entertained that she is destined for the Traffic in Slaves: the 
following articles were found, which, by the laws, and by the special ‘'reaty with Great Britain, would authorize 
the capture of any ship as engaged in the Slave Trade :— 

1. A large quantity of water, which I found, by tasting it, to be drinkable, and contained in casks of different 
sizes, but which certainly exceeds 40 pipes. 

2. A number of water-casks containing stones. 

Beyond these articles, which are expressly declared in the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, and the 
Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, to constitute condemnatory equipment, she has also a large quantity of firewood, 
and more than 400 sacks of salt, without any document whatever to justify their being on board, inasmuch as she 
has no manifest. 


For all these infractions of the laws, the “ Zord of the Isles” would be captured by me as a cruizer if I met 


her outside this port. 
(Signed) FRANCISCO D'ASSIS DE SILVA, 
Lieutenant Commanding schooner “ Cabo Verde.” 





Inclosure 10 in No. 60. 


The Secretary to the Government of Mossamedes to the Commander of the “ Cabo Verde.” 


(Translation. ) 


Nir, Secretary of Government, Mossamedes, January 22, 1861. 


THE Governor commands me to inform you that he has just learned from the Administrator of the 
Customs, and through the Captain of the “ Lord of the Isles,” that Great Fish Bay is occupied by the English, 
» = being in latitude about 16° 25’ south, is, therefore, within our limits, which extend to 18° south of 
the equator. 

In view, therefore, of the Treaties of 1810, 1815, and 1817, this occupation can only be by a party of 
fishermen, or some others who have gone there to speculate. Be this as it may, it cannot be lawful, because 
it cannot be done without the authority of the Government. : 

You being here, the Governor considers that you should proceed on the national service to that place, and 
ascertain whether this occupation has a tangible character, or consists merely in some men taking shelter there 
for a certain purpose ; warning, however, the chief of them, that they cannot remain there without previously 
asking permission, inasmuch as the territory belongs to the Crown of Duciedls and should they insist in giving 
this occupation a legitimate character, you will protest against the infraction of the said Treaties practised by 
these people, bearing in mind that should it prove to be a factory for the Traffic in Slaves, it ought to be 
completely extinguished. 


God preserve, &c, (Signed) HONORATO J. DE MENDONCA. 
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Inclosure 11 in No. 60. 
The Secretary to the Government of Mosscmedes to the Commander of the transport “ Rodovalho.” 


(Translation.) 
Sir, Office of the Secretary to Government, Mossamedes, January 24, 1861. 
1 AM directed by the Governor to transmit, for your information, the inclosed copy of a despatch which 
was addressed, on the 22nd instant, to the Commander of the Portuguese schooner “Cabo Verde,” in this port. 
That schooner having to accompany the English brig “ Lord of the Isles” to Loanda, her commander 
cannot, therefore, proceed on the duty referred to. You are, therefore, requested, in the interests of the national 
service on so important a matter, to proceed to Great Fish Bay, as pointed out in the inclosed despatch. 
I am to add, that the Governor confides in your zeal and devotion in carrying out this important mission. 
God preserve, &c. (Signed) H. J. DE MENDONCA, Secretary. 





Inclosure 12 in No. 60. 
The Secretary to the Government of Mossamedes to the Commander of the transport “ Rodovalho." 


(Translation.) 
Sir, Office of the Secretary to Government, Mossamedes, January 25, 1861. 

ADVERTING to my despatch of yesterday's date, the Governor commands me to say to you that the 
captain of the English brig “ Zord of the Isles” states that the people who are in Great Fish Bay belong to that 
vessel, and that they are waiting for him to take a supply of water to that place. 

You will, therefore, inform them that the “ Lord of the Isles’’ having been seized on suspicion of being 
engaged in the Slave Trade, and being about to be sent to Loanda, they cannot, therefore, expect that she will 
take them any assistance; and you will, consequently, afford them a passage to this place on board the vessel 
under your command, in order that they may follow their ship to her destination. 

God preserve. &e. (Signed) H. J. DE MENDONCA. 





Inclosure 13 in No. 40. 


The Governor of Mossamedes to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


( Translation.) 
Excellent Sir, Government of Mossamedes, January 25, 1861. 
ADVERTING to my despatch of this day’s date, I have to inform your Excellency that the captain of 
the English brig “ Lord of the Isles” presented a letter, which he stated to be from the Portuguese Consul at 
the Cape of Good Hope, recommending him to the Portuguese authorities on this coast. 
In the first place, I do not recognize the signature of the Consul, nor has the document referred to any 
official character, because it has not even the seal of the Consulate; and secondly, the “ Lord of the Isles” having 
a suspicious equipment on board, this letter can in no degree destroy the same. 


God preserve, &c. (Signed) ANTONIO JOAQUIM DE CASTRO. 





Inclosure 14 in No. 60. 


Extract of the Minute of Session of the Mixed Commission on the 2nd March, 1861. 
(Translation.) 


PRESENT Doctor Luis Jozé Mendes Affonso, President of the Relacao of Loanda, acting as Commissioner 
on the part of His Most Faithful Majesty, in virtue of the Treaty of July 3, 1842, in consequence of the legal 
impediment of the Governor-General of the Province, absent on public service to the south, at Benguela and 
Mossaniedes, as appears by a public announcement in the “Official Boletim” of the 23rd February ; and also by 
a despatch dated the same day, and requiring him, the said President of the Relagio, to act as substitute for the 
Governor-General in this Commission ; there being also present Albert Schut, sworn Interpreter to the Court, 
Germano Pereira do Valle, the Advocate of the claimants of the English brig “ Lord of the Isles,” together with 
the captain, mate, and boatswain of the said brig. 

‘The Arbitrator acting as Commissioner on the part of Her Britannic Majesty not appearing at the hour 
appointed, the Secretary was ordered to inform him that the Court was waiting, and one hour afterwards a 
communication was received from Sir Henry Huntley, the said Acting Commissioner, which is hereunto annexed 
in English, with an authentic translation in Portuguese, in which he says that he does not consider the temporary 
absence of the Portuguese Commissioner (the Governor-General) as a vacancy, inasmuch as his Excellency is 
within the limits of the Province, and he (the Acting British Commissioner) is, therefore, under the necessity of 
not appearing at this Session. 

T he Acting Portuguese Commissioner then said:—Ist. That Article X of Annex B to the Treaty of July 3, 
1842, is very clear, where the following words are used :—* death, illness, absence on leave, or any other legal 
impediment.” 

2nd. That the Acting British Commissioner was perfectly aware, by the “ Official Boletim,” of the Governor- 
General's absence from this city on public service, and that his Excellency was, therefore, legally impeded from 
acting in this Court—for such impediment, indeed, might proceed from illness, even although communicated to the 
Court but a short time before its meeting. 

; 3rd. That the said Acting British Commissioner is, therefore, responsible for all consequences which may 
arise from the non-fulfilment of Article 3 of Annex B, seeing that by his refusal to appear—as manifest as it is 
illegal—he prevents the Court from proceeding with the case now before it; therefore an authentic copy of this 
Act ought te be immediately transmitted to the said Acting British Commissioner, with a request that he will 
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acknowledge its receipt, his reply being attached hereunto, in order that this Minute may serve as a protest, which 
it now is, for all losses and damages arising from the non-appearance of the said Acting Commissioner at this 
Session. 

The claimants’ advocate then requested it might be recorded that in the name and on behalf of his clients he 
likewise protested for all losses and damages which might be caused to the brig “ Lord of the Isles,” against 
Sir Henry Huntley, Commissioner on the part of Her Britannic Majesty, for obstructing, by his absence, the 
regular course of proceedings in this case. 

(Signed) LUIS JOSE MENDES AFFONSO, Acting Portuguese Commissioner. 
ALBERT SCHUT, Interpreter. 
GERMANO PEREIRA DO VALLE, Claimant's Advocate. 
ANTONIO U. P. DE CASTRO, Acting Secretary. 





Inclosure 15 in No. 60. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Secretary of the Mized Commission. 


. Loanda, March 2, 1861. 

WITHIN this last hour I have been informed that the Court of Mixed Commissions will assemble this day at 
noon for the purpose of transacting business. 

As I believe his Excellency the Governor-General has not returned from his tour in the province, I do not 
see how the Court can legally assemble under the provisions of Article X, Annex B, of the Treaty of July 3, 1842, 
as I do unt consider the temporary absence of the Commissioner to establish the vacancy in the office, the 
Commissioner being actually in the Province, 

With every respect and deference to those opinions which may differ from my own on this occasion, | must 
therefore decline giving my attendance in this instance. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 16 in No. 60. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Secretary of the Mixed Commission. 


Ulustrious Sir, Loanda, March 2, 1861. 

SENHOR VALLE having pointed out to me a passage in the Slave Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. between 
England and Portugal which provides for the place of the Commissioner being filled when by “ any legal impedi- 
ment” that officer shall be prevented from attending, I beg you will inform the Judge of the Court of 
Relaco that in consequence I regret the delay I caused inadverently to-day in the proceedings of the Court, and 
that I shall be ready to act with him in the Court of Mixed Commissions on Monday, or such other day as may be 
suitable. 

My error arose from the words “any legal impediment” oars in the Preamble of Article X of Aunex B 
of the Treaty I had before me, and not in the body of the 8rd clause, or elsewhere in that Treaty. 

I am, &e. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 17 in No. 60. 


Abstract of the Proceedings had before the Tribunal de Prezas at Loanda in the ease of the British vessel 
“Lord of the Isles.” 


THE first point which the Tribunal was called upon to decide in the present case was, its competency to take 
cognizance thereof. 

It was urged in argument by the Advocate of the Crown, who appeared on behalf of the captors, that this 
case fell within the jurisdiction of the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission, under the Treaty of 3rd July, 
1842; and that gentleman pressed this view of the matter in the following terms : 

“The [Vth Article of the Treaty says that within the ports of one of the High Contracting Parties, no 
ship belonging to the other can be detained, unless assistance be requested in writing on the part of the 
authorities of the country, and that those authorities are not allowed the right of seizure, but only to take 
efficacious measures of precaution. 

“The latter part of this Article can only be understood as explanatory of what goes before, that is to 
say, that the last of the measures which the authorities of the country are to employ is that of asking for the 
assistance of a cruizer, and that they can never of themselves detain a ship, inasmuch as the Article referred to 
only confers on them the right of preventing any ship belonging to the other nation trom violating the 
dispositions of the Treaty. 

“From this it must be inferred that the fiscal authorities of a country can never be considered as captors, 
and when, at their request, a cruizer interferes, her Commander must on his own responsibility effect the 
detention of the ship. Article V of the Treaty removes all doubt on this point, and shows that ships 
detained in the manner described have a right to receive compensation for damages within the period of one 
year, reckoned from the day on which the Mixed Commission pronounces sentence. This Article clearly 
refers to the hypothesis preceding it, which renders liable for such compensation the nation whose cruizer 
shall have been guilty of the illegal detention. From all this, two conclusions must be drawn : 

“1. That the detention can never be made except by a cruizer at the request of the authorities on shore. 


who are not allowed to take any other measures to prevent the violation of the stipulations of the Treaty, 
except that of calling for the assistance of a cruizer; and 
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“2, That it appertains to the Mixed Commission to take cognizance of the cases of detention of this 
nature, as is clearly laid down in the Article referred to. 

“He, therefore, requested that the Tribunal, in view of the special law cited, would pronounce itself 
ncompetent to proceed to judgment in the present case.” 

These arguments were not deemed conclusive by the Court, which, on the contrary, took an entirely different 
iew of the matter, and on the 15th March, 1861, pronounced its opinion thereon, of which the following is a 
ranslation :— 

“The Tribunal does not confirm the arguments of the Advocate of the Crown regarding its incompetency 

take cognizance of the case of the ‘Zord of the Isles,’ inasmuch as the ‘Treaty of the 3rd July, 1849, 
rohibited the cruizers from visiting or detaining any ship within the ports, or within cannon-shot of the batteries 
n shore, unless on a written demand for co-operation on the part of the authorities of the country ; and it is 
lear, that if the authorities on shore did not ask for this co-operation, or did not wish to ask for it, or if’ there 
hould not be within or near the port any cruizer from which such co-operation could be asked, it is the duty 
f those authorities to cause the vessel to be visited, and to be detained in the event of there being found on 
ard of her any articles of equipment for Slave Trade; and the detention being made by the authorities of the 
untry, in the manner described (that is, the ship being at anchor within the port), it is evident that such a 
rize cannot, and ought not, to be adjudged by the Mixed Commission, in view of Article III of Annex B, 
hich says— 

nil The Mixed Commissions are to decide upon the legality of the detention of such vessels as the cruizers 
f either nation shall, in pursuance of the said Treaty, detain.’ 

“ This vessel, however, as is proved by the ‘autos,’ was not detained by a cruizer, but by the authorities 
n shore, nor in conformity with the above-cited Treaty, but in accordance with the Decree of the 10th December, 
836, a special law to which all ships, whether national or foreign, are subject whilst at anchor within the ports, 
r within cannon-shot of the batteries on shore, a limit over which all nations possess jurisdiction, and which the 
foresaid Treaty expressly recognizes. 

* Consequently, this vessel does not come within the application of the dispositions of the Treaty, not having 
een detained in virtue thereof; but the case comes within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal de Prezas, created by 
he Decree of the 14:h September, 1844, to adjudge the prizes made at sea in conformity with the aforesaid 

ecree of the 10th December, 1836, and not included in the Treaty referred to, whether such prizes may be 
aptured under the national or foreign flags, as is expressly laid down in the Ist Article of the said Decree of 
24th September, 1844. 

“The Tribunal is, therefore, of opinion that the arguments of the Advocate of the Crown upon this point 
annot be admitted, and considering itself competent to decide upon the detention of this ship, it orders that 
he proceedings may be continued, and that to-morrow, at 6 o'clock in the morning, the survey, which was post- 
oned from yesterday, shall be held, the necessary notice being given to this effect.” 

On the 16th March, the members of the ‘i'ribunal de Prezas repaired on board the “ Lord of the Isles,” to 
iold a survey on her, and from the Minute drawn up on that occasion, it appears that “about 500 sacks of 
salt were found on board of her, containing probably 2,000 alqueiras.”’ 

The claimant’s Advocate, Senhor Germano Pereira do Valle, then presented a petition, praying that seven 
points, therein specified, might be submitted for the report of Arbitrators. 

This petition was ordered to be filed, and the points submitted therein, together with the replies of the 
fficers appointed by the Court, were as follows :— 

1. The number of casks of drinkable water which may be found on board the brig ** Lord of the Isles.” 

A. Thirty-nine pipes and three barrels: of these pipes some are smaller than those used for wine and rum, 
nd others much larger. 

2. The number of gallons of water which these casks are capable of containing, and if the quantity of water 
ound on board, allowing for the wastage which always occurs, exceeds what might be requisite for the crew and 
ive stock, during the stay of this ship on the coast, fishing, at least eighty days; for her return to the Cape of 
300d Hope, thirty days; and to leave seventeen fishermen on shore in a desert, Great Fish Bay, where there is uo 
rinkable water, or supplies of any kind, to be had, allowing for these seventeen men sufficient water for drinkiny, 
ooking, washing, and other requisites, for tive months, at least. 

A. The water which the above-mentioned casks could receive is about 1.257 almudes, but we find few 
f them filled up, and some even empty, this being fully explained by the fact that casks always lose by leakage a 
ortion of the liquid which they contain; and the consumption of water by the crew during the voyage must ilso 

taken into consideration. Supposing all the casks to be full, and the ship having a crew of eleven persons, us 
ppears by the crew-list, she had on board water sufficient for twenty months. 

3. If the vessel has on board any other casks besides those which contain drinkable water, stating their 
apacity and contents, and if any, oP all of them, are suitable or not for receiving oil, and salt or dried fish. 

A. There are a few barrels, with salt meat and fish. 

4. That the divisions, bulkheads, and sleeping-places on board the “ Lord of the Isles,” whether in the hold, 
n deck, or elsewhere, may be examined, and sic a any of them, and which, are such as are found on board 
essels fitted for slaves. 

A. This ship has no divisions or bulkheads other than those which are requisite for, and usuaily found on 
ard of, vessels employed in licit commerce. 

5. That an examination may also be made of the utensils and gear for fishing, or of any other articles brought 
y the transport ‘* Rodovalho” from Great Fish Bay. 

A. The commander of the “ Rodovalho” can alone reply to this. 

6. That the surveyors may declare whether they find on board any planks, beams, or other articles of 
quipment specified in Article IX of the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842. 

A. Beyond the water and casks already referred to, there are no other articles of equipment mentioned in the 
Treaty, except they be concealed under the water-casks, which have not been unstowed. But this does not 
ppear probable, because through the interstices nothing could be seen but stone ballast. 

7. And finally, that the commander of the aforesaid transport “ Rodovalho” may declare, under oath, whether 
he found the seventeen men which he brought to this port from Great Fish Bay, to which place he went to 
receive them by order of the superior authority, employed in any other occupation than that of fishing and 
procuring oil. 

On the 19th March, the Court met to proceed to the examination of witnesses, and there being present 
tag rs Schut, as sworn interpreter, Captain McKenzie, of the “ Lord of the Isles,” was called and deposed 
as follows :— 

“That the vessel under his command was prepared and fitted out at the Cape of Good Hope for a fishing 
voyage on the coast to the north of that Colony near Ichaboe. 


60 LOANDA. 


“From this latter place she proceeded to Great Fish Bay, where he was informed that there was an 
abundance of fish, and afterwards he went to land provisions for the supply of a guano factory belonging to the 
same owner. 

“That he went to Mossamedes to receive water, the quantity which he had brought with him being insufficient 
for the crew, and for the persons.employed in the fishery at Great Fish Bay. That he had been informed that 
water might be obtained at that place when required for the continuation of a fishing voyage; but that bein 
afterwards told there was great difficulty in getting it, as it had to be carried two miles by land, he determin 
on noi taking any. 

“ On being Thaervagane’ as to the manner in which he entered the port of Mossamedes, he declared that 
whilst the ship was yet under sail, the Portuguese pilot came on board, and he delivered up to him the command 
of the vessel, which was conducted to the anchorage on the 21st January last. That he was visited the same day 
by the Custom-house, and by the Lieutenant of the Portuguese schooner of war ‘ Cabo Verde,’ who, on the 
24th January, after having searched the ship, caused the hatches to be closed. 

“ On being interrogated as to the absence of any manifest for the great number of casks found on board, he 
replied that the owner of the ‘ Lord of the Isles’ has many other vessels employed in different parts of the world, 
and that their water-casks are never manifested, and he was even ignorant that there was any Treaty which 
rendered this obligatory. 

“ On being interrogated respecting the number of persons which he had on board, he replied that over and 
above the number mentioned in his crew list the ship had on board when she left the Cape thirteen men who had 
entered into a contract for the purpose of fishing, and that four negroes were afterwards engaged at Ichaboe for the 
same purpose, the whole number on board for whose consumption water was required being, therefore, twenty- 
eight. 

“ He depdsed further, that the owner of the ship is the same mentioned in the register, and is established in 
business at the Cape of Good Hope. 

“ That he, the deponent, has already commanded an English steamer, and been five years Captain of ships, 
but that he never had any knowledge of the Treaty of the 2rd July, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal, 
and that during his services as Captain he has visited different ports, both to the eastward and westward of the 
Cape of Good Hope, but that this was the first voyage he had made to the Portuguese possessions in Africa. 

“ E. R. Eerslaw, mate of the detained vessel, being called and examined, deposed, that the ship was fitted out 
at the Cape of Good Hope with all the necessary appurtenances for a fishing establishment to the north of that 
Colony, and proceeded thence first to [chaboe, where the owner had a guano establishment, and afterwards to 
Great Fish Bay to form a fishing establishinent, and leave there the people who had entered into a contract for 
that purpose. 

t That they afterwards went to Mossamedes in order to ascertain whether they could get supplies of fresh 
water there for the said fishing establishment, it being much nearer than the Cape of Good Hope. 

“‘ That on their arrival at Mpssamedes the vessel was visited by the authorities from the shore, and having 
been detained, was sent to this port, where she now is. 

«That the casks on board were not manifested for the same reason that the casks on board ships belonging to 
the same owner, and employed in connection with his guano factory, are never manifested. 

‘The boatswain, Carls Andersen, being examined, confirmed in ee | respect the evidence of the mate, 
excepting as to the manifesting of the casks, upon which point he stated that he was entirely ignorant, inasmuch as 
it was foreign to his occupation to examine or inquire into the regularity or irregularity of the ship’s papers.” 

The claimant's advocate then prayed that, besides the point submitted in Article 7 of his petition, dated the 
15th instant, the Commander of the Portuguese transport “ Rodovalho ” might be interrogated— 

1. With respect to the information which he received in Port Alexander relative to the detained vessel and her 
captain. ; 

2. Respecting the quantity of water given daily to each of the crew of a vessel to drink and cook, besides 
what may be requisite for washing. 

Luis Antonio Themudo, Second Lieutenant in the Portuguese navy, and Commander of the transport 
“ Rodovalho,” being therefore called, deposed :— , 

“ That, having gone to Great Fish Bay, by order of the Governor of Mossamedes, to ascertain if there were 
there seventeen men belonging to the ‘ Lord of the Isles,’ and, if so, to request them to leave that place, with a 
view of accompanying their ship, which had been detained, he found those seventeen men employed solely and 
exclusively as fishermen, and even then in want of provisions and water. That he received these seventeen men 
on board his ship, and brought them to this port, together with all the fishing-tackle and utensils which they had, 
consisting of a net, harpoons, hooks, spears, and choppers, such as are used in whaling, with four boats for the 
use of the said fishery, large vessels for depositing fish, tables for salting them, wooden rafters to form stretchers 
for fish, some studding-sail booms, and a sail of which they had made a tent; and, beyond this, more than 100 
oo of salt, a great quantity of fish, some dried, some in barrels, and others in tins, to be afterwards put into 
casks, 

“ That having, by order of the Governor of Mossamedes, gone to Port Alexander to inquire into the proceed- 
ings of the captain of the detained vessel at that place, he was informed that she had anchored off the Peninsula 
which forms the port, and, the following day, gone in and anchored near the land. 

“That some of the people employed there in the fisheries had gone on board, and brought the captain on 
shore, with whom they commenced eating and drinking, and that, when going off to the vessel again, they proposed 
to the captain that he should buy a young negro who accompanied them. That the captain said he would, and 
when they got alongside he threw a rope over to hoist the negro on board, but immediately drew it up again ; and 
all this did not pass as a joke amongst them. 

_  “ That the quantity: of water which is allowed daily to each person on board ship, in ordinary circumstances, 
is two “canadas,’ one to drink and one to cook, beyond which it is custo! to allow some for washing, but that, 
in places where water is readily obtained, it is usual to allow to each as much as he requires to drink.” 

_On the 19th March the claimant's Advocate presented a petition, praying that the following papers might be 
received in evidence, and annexed to the Process :— 

__1. A passport addressed to the Portuguese authorities, and signed by Alfred Duprat, Commissioner of the 
British and Portuguese Mixed Commission established at the Cape of Good Hope. 

_ 2. Adespatch from the said Commissioner addressed to the Portuguese authorities which he supposed to 
exist in Great Fish Bay, to which place the “ Lord of the Isles” was bound, to establish a fishery. 

_ 3, Two letters of instructions, dated respectively the 8th and 26th October, addressed by the owner of the 
ship to the captain, with translations annexed, 

4. Copy of a contract entered into with thirteen fishermen who recently arrived in this port, from Great Fisn 
Bay, in the transport * Rodovalho,” the origina] whereof remained in the hands of the said owner. 
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The originals of the two documents referred to-in the first and second phs of this petition, which were 
written in the Portuguese language, having been returned by order of the Court to the captain of the “Lord of the 
‘sles,”” and no copies retained on the file of the Court, they cannot here be given; but Portuguese translations of 
letters and contract mentioned in the third and fourth paragraphs having been annexed to the Records, the 
following are re-translations of them :— ; 











Letter from Mr. R. A. Granger to Captain Mc Kenzie. 


* Dear Sir, “ Cape Town, November 8, 1860. 

« Proceed to Ichaboe, and inform the people there of the arrival of the ‘ Flibberty ;’ and afterwards proceed 
Sandwich Harbour and commence fishing for snock between that port and Hollowsberd, where Captain Spencer 
eft instructions with the Headman to permit the drying and storing of fish. 

“You will continue this until the arrival of the ‘ Flower of Yawer,’ or any other ehip which I may send with 

It, and which will meet you in Sandwich Harbour, and, having received it, you will proceed to Great Fish Bay, 

ding me all the fish which may have been taken by the vessel which conveyed the salt, should she be one of 
my own. 

«I will send one of my ships to Great Fish Bay about Christmas, or perhaps sooner. I think it will be the 

‘Annie Baker,’ and 1 will send you a supply of salt and provisions, &c., by her, with orders how you are to 


roceed. 

“ Be careful that the fish is well salted, and in good condition. 

“Tf the fishermen can induce four or five of the natives of Sandwich Harbour to accompany them to Great 
Fish Bay, you may take them, because they are very useful for cleaning and drying the fish. 

“Take care of your provisions, because you are only supplied for three months and a-half; but before 
February another ship will be with you in Great Fish Bay. 

“ Obtain all the information you can as to the healthiness of the bay, as well as the neighbouring coast, and 
its commerce, 

« Hoping that this speculation may be to our mutual advantage, I am, &c. 

(Signed) “R. A. GRANGER.” 


“N.B. Should the fishermen remain at Great Fish Bay, leave with the head man the letters from the Portu- 
guese Consul, and the despatch for the Captain of the Port.” 


Letter from Mr. R. A. Granger to Captain Mc Kenzie. 


“ Dear Sir, “Cape Town, November 26, 1860. 

“The ‘Wave Spirit’ sails to-day, and has on board for you 500 bags of salt (200 of Algoa Bay and 300 of 
Liverpool), and also two rolls of twine to mend the nets. On the return of the ‘ Wave Spirit’ I will put oo board 
of her 800 sacks of salt, and provisions for four months for the fishermen and crew, and I will send her to Great 
Fish Bay to relieve you, by which time I hope you will have a cargo of fish. I trust you will have on board 
sufficient to ballast the ‘ Wave Spirit’ for her return voyage. 

“ Should there be an abundance of snock, it would be better for you to remain there some time longer, because 
I do not know whether you will find that fish further to the north. 

“ This description of fish is sold at the Mauritius for 45/. per ton, and the others for 25. or 301. 

“« My brother will furnish you with any provisions you may require. 

** Hoping that you may be fortunate, I am, &c. 

(Signed) “R. A. GRANGER.” 


Contract entered into between Mr. Granger and the Fishermen employed in Great Fish Bay. 


“We, the Undersigned, hereby agree to proceed to Great Fish Bay, to catch, dry, and salt fish for Robert 
Granger and Co., of Cape Town, at the following rates, viz. : 

“ Snock, Guelbeck salmon, stock-fish, and stenbras, 4/. per ton. 

“ Hurders, cured in pickle and packed in casks, 2s. per 100. 

“Oil, properly tried out and strained and of pale th ay 201. per ton of 302 old gallons. 

“ And should any of the fish not be properly cured, and spoilt in consequence of such neglect, we herewith 
bind ourselves to pay for the salt used for the same, providing the fish does not sell for the value of the salt. 

“ The hurders to be full size or no pay. 


“ Scale of Provisions for a week per man. 


“3 Ibs. beef, 3 lbs. pork, 3 ozs. tea, 9 ozs. coffee, 1 Ib. sugar, 2 lbs. flour, rice and bread as much as can he 
used without waste, at discretion of head man. 

“ And we further bind ourselves tu be under the orders of the head-man left in charge. 

“ This agreement to be binding for twelve months.” 


_ On the 21st March, 1861, the claimant's advocate presented his defence of this ship, of which the following 
is a translation — 

“ The English brig ‘ Lord of the Isles, whereof John McKenzie is captain, and Robert A. Granger of the 
Cape of Good Hope, owner, was detained by the Custom-house at Mossamedes on the 24th Janvary last on 
suspicion of being eng in the illicit Traffic in Slaves, in violation of the provisions of the Decree of the 10th of 
December, 1836, and the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. 

‘* The grounds of her detention were :— 

“1. Having on board a large number of sacks with salt. 

“2. A quantity of water more than is requisite for the consumption of her crew. 

“3. Because the casks containing the said water were not manifested. 

__ “ Previous to the detention various circumstances occurred, amongst the most remarkable of which was that 
ot its being alleged at Mossamedes that this vessel wanted to ship slaves by force at Port Alexander, and that on 
the day of her arrival at Mossamedes she anchored outside the place allotted to merchant-ships intending to ask 
* franquia,’ which was refused by the Custom-house. 


Crass A. R 
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‘« There is seen, however, at folios 13 and 14 of this process, a declaration signed by the Commander of the 
Portuguese schooner of war ‘ Cabo Verde,’ at anchor in the port of Mossamedes, on the occasion of the detention, 
confirming the existence on board the detained brig of various casks not manifested, and a quantity of water 
estimated at forty pipes. It is stated, moreover, in this declaration that there are on board a number of water- 
casks containing stones. 

« By the survey held on board in the presence of the Court it is proved :— 

“}. That there are on board a great number of sacks with salt, which is not any proof of illicit commerce, 
but on the contrary. 

«2, That there are on board casks of various sizes (39 pipes and 33 barrels), some containing water, others 
empty, which if they were all completed with heads might hold 1,257 almudes. 

“3. That there does not exist on board any other articles of equipment, the casks containing stones not 
having been found in the vessel. 

“By the five documents for the defence, from folio 78 to folio 88, by the unanimous declarations of the 
captain, mate, and boatswain of the ship, and by the log, which was examined, it is proved— 

“1. That the detained vessel sailed from the Cape of Good Hope with a crew of eleven persons and thirteen 
fishermen, for the purpose of fishing and obtaining oil in Great, Fish Bay, about ninety miles to the southward of 
Mossamedes, or in latitude 16° 30’ south. 

‘*©2. That she went to the Island of Ichaboe to deliver provisions for a guano factory there belonging to the 
same owner, and having there hired four natives proceeded to Great Fish Bay. 

«© 3, That on her arrival at that place she established a fishery on shore, leaving there the seventeen men 
whom she had on board for that purpose. 

“3. That having afterwards touched at Port Alexander she went to Mossamedes, where she arrived on the 
21st January last, for the purpose of purchasing provisions for her crew, and for the people left at Great Fish 
Bay, and also for obtaining water there when requisite (it being much nearer to that place than the Cape of Good 
Hope), as well for the crew during the vessel’s stay on the coast, and her return voyage to the Cape, as for 
leaving with the seventeen fishermen eugaged for twelve months, who had to remain at Great Fish Bay until the 
return of the ‘ Lord of the Isles,’ or the arrival of some other vessel belonging to the same owner. 

‘Not only do those documents, and the declarations of the captain and others, with all the circumstances | 
here mentioned, fully prove that this ship was lawfully employed, but, furthermore, the sworn deposition of the 
Commander of the Portuguese transport ‘ Rodovalho,’ respecting what he saw and observed in Great Fish Bay— 
to which place he had been by order of the superior authority at Mossamedes—leaves nothing to be desired. 

* The existence at that place of the seventecn fishermen, of a great quantity of fish already salted and dried, 
of all the tackle and utensils used only for fishing, of the oil and the salt, &c., which the Commander of the suid 
transport brought to this port, as well as the great quantity of salt found on board the detained brig, are incon- 
testable pooofs in favour of the claimants. 

“ Great Fish Bay promised to the claimants great advantages in their fishery, in consequence of the abundance 
of tish which is there found, and which fetches a high price at Mauritius. It being, however, a Portuguese 
Possession, they could not establish a fishery there without permission from the competent authority. 

“For this purpose the captain is furnished with two documents written and signed by the Portuguese Consular 
authority at the Cape of Good Hope. 

“This proves that the claimants respected the rights of the Crown of Portugal, and that they certainly 
would not have established themselves in that desert without permission, if they had found there the authorities 
which were supposed to exist. 

‘Captain Mc Kenzie presented those documents to the Governor of Mossamedes, as is seen by the despatch 
at folio 18, but due weight was not given to them, under the pretext that the signature was not recognized, as if 
the want of that formality (difficult to be observed at Mossamedes), could justify the ignorance of the Governor 
and other authorities there, who are supposed to know that at the Cape ot Good Hope there exists a Portuguese 
Commissioner and Arbitrator, the former of whom acts as Consul. 

“It does not appear that the Tribunal ought to occupy itself with the uncalled-for declaration made at 
Mossamedes by an ignorant person who did not understand English, to the effect that the captain of this ship 
wanted to purchase slaves by force in Port Alexander, a declaration which did not require the deposition df the 
Commander of the “ Rodovalho” to destroy it, inasmuch as it destroyed itself. 

“Nor ought any weight to be attached to the allegation respecting the existence of casks containing stones, 
because no such things were found on board ;- nor, finally, to the circumstance of the ‘ Lord of the Isles’ having 
anchored at Mossamedes out of the proper position, inasmuch as it is declared by the Captain, and confirmed 
by the Commander of the transport ‘ Rodovalho,’ who was present at the time, that the ship was under sail when 
the pilot went on board, and anchored her where he thought proper. ‘ 

“We have only to deal, therefore, with the two supposed articles of equipment, viz., the casks of different 
sizes, and the water, which is said to be more than requisite. In the manifest, it is true, neither one nor the other 
is shown; but if we believe that no ship can navigate without water, and that there is no law which obliges a 
vessel to manifest her casks and water, it must readily be acknowledged that the number of casks found on 
board this fishing veesel, whose voyage is of uncertain duration, is not excessive. 

“The water was for twenty-eight persons, seventeen of whom would have to remain for five months at least 
in the desert of Great Fish Bay, where there is no drinkable water, nor supplies of any kind to be had; and eleven 
who would require water for eighty days, that being the time the vebest oul be detained in completing her 
cargo of fish and oil, and thirty days beyond this to return to the Cape of Good Hope, or even more, having to 
proceed to Mauritius to sell her cargo. 

“The declaration hereunto annexed of the experienced Captain Thomaz Antonio Tarracio, who cannot be 
suspected of partiality, says that a vessel of the size of the ‘ Lord of the Isles’ would require for a certain vovage, 
and bot a crew of thirteen men, at least 26 pipes of water, which, at the rate of 28 almudes, are 728, or 8,736 
canadas. 

“It is clear, therefore, that if for thirteen persons that quantity of water would be requisite, for twenty-eight, 
which the ship had to supply, more than double the quantity mentioned would be necessary, and, consequently, 
that the water which was found on board would be insufficient, more particularly as the duration of the voyage of 
this ship was uncertain. 

by It is a circumstance worthy of note, and one to which the Tribunal certainly will not fail to give due 
consideration, that the ‘ Lord uf the Isles’ was oot met with in a suspicious locality, inasmuch as no one can 
suppose that to the southward of Mossamedes it is possible to effect a shipment of slaves, and more particularly 
in a vessel having on board salt, water, and articles used only for fishing purposes, without money or any 
valuable goods which might be used for purchasing slaves, provisions, &c. 

“The declaration made by the captain that he had no knowledge of the Treaty ought not either to have much 
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ecause persons employed in navigating the eastern and western coasts of Africa, where it is known or 


ight, b : : 
= ffic in Slaves is carried on alone, make themselves acquainted with the laws and Treaties prohibiting 


uspected the Tra 


hat Traffic. — 
a ‘We will now proceed to inquire whether the quantity of water found on board the ‘ Lord of the Isles’ was. 


xcessive or not, and if the captain was justified in going to Mossamedes. 

« By the minute of detention, and by the declaration of the Commander of the Portuguese schooner of war 
Cabo Verde,’ the quantity of water contained in all the casks was estimated at 40 pipes, which, at 28 almudes to 
e pipe, is equal to 1,120 almudes, or 13,440 canadas, Portuguese measure. 

«“ The surveyors calculated it at 1,257 almudes, or 15,084 canadas. 
“ Between aie two calculations we must take the medium, and it appears, therefore, reasonable to say 1,100 
mudes, or 13,200 canadas, which is about the quantity estimated by the captain. 

“ According to the sworn declaration of a competent person at folio 75, it is customary to allow two canadas of 
ater daily to each of the crew on board a ship, one to drink, the other to cook, besides what may be requisite for 


ashing. 
as For the consumption of the whole of the live stock on board it certainly will not be considered excessive to 


low two canadas daily. 
Days. Canadas. 








‘«Having, therefore .. = ie ‘ iis - 13,200 
“For 11 men composing the crew during the ship’s stay on the coast 
waiting to obtain a cargo .. sie a i oe 80 
“ Ditto, ditto, for the return voyage to the Cape of Good Hope . 30 
“For 17 fishermen during at least five months detention in fishing, 
being the time allowed for the return of the ship ai ss 150 
28 persons at 2 canadas per diem ne or eee wi 56 
“ For live stock, 2 canadas, for 110 days.. ee ay ww 220 
14,780 
“ Water required more than the quantity on board.. oj a ae 1,580 


“Tf, therefore, we take into consideration the quantity of water which is always wasted and destroyed, and 
also bear in mind the fact that all the water found on board the ‘ Lord of the Isles’ was not drinkable, the 
captain appears to have been fully justified in proceeding to Mossamedes, and the quantity of water found on 
board cannot be considered excessive, unless, indeed, it may be desired to sustain the error committed by the 
captors, who, paying no attention to the legal passport at folio , aud the declaration of the captain, did not 
include in their calculation the seventeen men who had been left in the Desert at Great Fish Bay, and whom the 
ship was obliged to supply with water. 

“With regard to the number of casks, it has already been shown that it was not extraordinary, bearing in 
mind the people to be supplied, and the time this ship's voyage would occupy. In this respect, also, it has been 
shown that it is neither customary nor necessary to manifest casks and water for ships, inasmuch as for vessels 
proceeding on a specific voyage, these are calculated by the time such voyage may occupy, and by the number of 
the crew, passengers, Ke. 

“ The declaration of a competent person herewith annexed confirms this allegation. 

“ We conclude, therefore, by praying for the restitution of this ship, as the consequence of her illegal detention, 
with the right to losses and damages. 


“ Loanda, March 21, 1861. 
“GeERMANO Pereira Do VALLE, Claimant’s Advocate.” 


Annexed to the foregoing defence are two documents containing the written answers given by parties to whum 
the claimant’s Advocate had referred: first, as to the number of water-casks requisite for a ship of 160 or 200 
ons, and their capacity ; and, secondly, whether it is customary to enter water-casks on the manifest of a ship. 

In answer to the first query, Captain T. A. Tarracéo, commanding a Portuguese merchant: ship in the harbour 
f Loanda, replied as follows :— 

The barque “ Benjamin” under my command is manned by thirteen persons, and has on board twenty-six 
ipes. each containing twenty-eight almudes of water. Other ships with the same number for their crew, and fora 
ike vovage, carry about the same quantity. 

“The water of aship must always be in proportion to the number of her crew, and the trade or commerce in 
which she is employed; for example, a ship of a certain tonnage which is employed in fishing must always be well 
supplied with water, inasmuch as her crew is without doubt larger than that of another vessel of the same tonnage 
miployed in carrying merchandize.” 

To the second query, Mr. Albert Schut, a merchant at Loanda, made the following statement :— 

‘In reply to your question, I have to state that in no part of the world, except in Portuguese ports, is it 
ustomary to manifest the water of a ship, and this fact may be easily proved by the manifests of all foreign ships 
ntering this port, which ought to exist in the public Departments.” 

It is remarkable tat no arguments were offered on the part of the captors in support of their right to detain 
he “ Lord of the Isles,” nor were any proofs presented against this ship beyond those contained in the papers 
which formed the basis of these proceedings ; but on the 23rd March, 1861, the ‘Tribunal met and pronounced 
judgment in the following terms, viz. : 

‘“ Having examined the evidence relating to the detention of the English brig ‘Lord uf the Isles’ by the 
Custom-house authorities of Mossamedes, on suspicion of being engaged in the Traffic in Slaves, in contravention 
of the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, and Treaty of 3rd July, 1842, it is proved that this ship belongs to 
Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope; that she proceeded from thence to Great Fish Bay, a Portuguese possession to 
the south of Mossamedes, to be employed in taking fish, some to be salted, and others for the purpose of extracting 
oil; that she landed in that Bay all the apparel and gear for fishing, as well as the persons who had entered into 
a contract for that purpose (in No. 17;) and that she then proceeded to Mossamedes to procure water, it being 
nearer than the Cape of Good Hope, having on board only her crew consisting of eleven persons, and an extraor- 
dinary number of casks of different sizes, thirty-nine pipes and thirty-three barrels, none of which were 
manifested or bonded as required by the above-mentioned Decree of December 10, and Treaty of July 3; that all 
this led the fiscal authorities of Mossamedes justly to suspect that the ship was destined for the Slave Trade, the 
more so as, being the first time, it was net credible that a vessel would come from the (’ape of Good Hope to 
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fish in Great Fish Bay, and still less that which the captain alleged, viz., that he had left people and fishing gear 
in that Bay, this appearing more like a pretext to cover some crime, and avoid detention, than a reality. 

“ This ship having been detained by the aforesaid authorities on the grounds above stated, was sent before 
this Tribunal to be adjudged, and now, not only by the documents presented in her defence, by the survey held on 
board of her, by the appearance and presentation of all the requirements for the said fishery, and the men who 
were employed in it in the above-mentioned Bay, and some barrels of fish already salted, all brought here in the 
Portuguese transport ‘ Rodovalho,’ which for that purpose had gone to Great Fish Bay by order of the Governor 
of Mossamedes, and also by the extraordinary number of sacks of salt stowed on top of the casks; it is seen that 
this ship had alone in view the licit employment of catching fish as well for the purpose of salting as for the 
production of oil; that she went to Mossamedes to procure water not only for her crew, but for those whom she 
Mas employed in fishing at a place where, as is generally known, there is no drinkable water to be 
ound. 

“The water and casks for this lawful employment and to provide for the delay necessary to yield a good 
result certainly cannot be considered excessive, although they might if they were intended only for the use of the 
crew of the vessel. On ali these grounds the Tribunal absolves the ‘ Lord of the Isles,’ and orders that she 
be delivered to the captain with all her cargo, fishermen, and fishing gear, and all her papers annexed to this 
process, a receipt for the same, either from the Captain or his Proctor, being duly filed. 

“ The Tribunai, however, considering that the Captain took his vessel to Mossamedes thus equipped with an 
extraordinary number of casks in proportion to her crew, the same being neither manifested nor bonded as is 
required by the aforesaid Decree of December 10, and the Treaty of July 3, besides the improbability of the 
Captain’s statement that he had left people employed in a fishery at Great Fish Bay, all this presenting 
strong and vehement suspicions that the ship was destined for the Traffic in Slaves across the seas— 

“‘ Adjudges the detention of the ship by the authorities at Mossamedes to have been fully justified, those 
authorities having acted in accordance with the said Decree and Treaty. 

“ Having in view, therefore, the provisions of Article X of the said ‘Treaty the Court does not award 
losses, damages, or expenses, arising from the detention of this ship, neither to the owner, or the Captain, 
or any other party interested in her.” 

* Loanda, March 238, 1861. 

(Signed) “ Menpes AFFONSO. 
«J. GuepEs. 
* FIGUEIREDO.” 


On the 22nd April the “ Lord of the Is/es” left Loanda and proceeded to the Cape of Good Hope. 
Loanda, October 30, 1861, 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received February 1, 1862.) 


(No. 55.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 31, 1861. 

WE have the honour to inclose herein to your Lordship a Report of the case 
of the launch ‘ Maria Isabel,” which, having a cargo of slaves on board, and 
being pursued by the Portuguese cruizer “ Don Pedro V,” in latitude 6° 46’ south, 
and longitude 12° 35’ east, on the 20th January last, was, either ag era or 
through the mismanagement of her crew, upset, and having afterwards drifted on 
shore, was totally destroyed. ‘ ; 

2. The ‘‘ Maria Isabel” was owned by the notorious Joaquim Martins Pam- 
plona, and when fallen in with by the “ Don Pedro V,” was proceeding to a place 
called Vista, at the mouth of the River Congo, where that individual has extensive 
slave factories, with a cargo said to have consisted of 80 slaves, who had been 
embarked at a spot near Ambrizette the previous day ; but of that number only 33 
were rescued from drowning or slavery. 

3. It appears from the Report of the Commander of the “ Don Pedro V,” that 
another launch, which was in company with the ‘‘ Maria Isabel,” ran on shore to 
avoid capture on the same occasion, and was totally destroyed, but no proceedings 
were instituted against her. 

4. The circumstances under which the “ Maria Isabel” had been destroyed 
were sufficient, in the opinion of the Court, to authorize it in proceeding to the 
adjudication of the slaves rescued from on board. A sentence of emancipation of the 
33 slaves landed from this launch was accordingly pronounced, and the Cabenda 
man, one of her crew, who had been captured, was delivered up to the Civil authorities 
here to be dealt with according to law. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY, 
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Inclosure in No. 6]. 
Report of the case of the launch “ Maria Isabel.” 


THE circumstances attending the destruction of the launch “ Maria Isabel,’ and the rescue of a portion of 
r cargo of slaves by the Portuguese cruizer “ Don Pedro V,” are detailed in the following translation of a 
port made by the officer commanding that cruizer to the Commander of the Portuguese naval station, dated 
nda, January 23, 1861 :— 

“T have the honour to acquaint you that the vessel under my command, being at anchor in latitude 6° 46’ 
uth, and longitude 12° 35! east, on the 20th January, two Portuguese launches passed close to her, at which first 
e muskets, and: afterwards a gun, was fired, without any notice being taken of them. As this led me to 
pect these launches, a boat was sent manned and armed to chase them, and I got underweigh for the same 


























rpose. 

When the boat was coming up with one of these launches, she (the launch), from the way in which she 
s managed upset, the crew swimming on shore, and part of the launch remaining above water, with several 
roes on it. : 

“ | proceeded towards her, and having anchored, assisted the negroes, who | afterwards found were slaves, 
o had been embarked at-Liengula, which is a very short distance to the north of Ambrizette, and that they were 
oceeding to Vista in the River Congo. 

“ Of the 80 slaves who had been embarked in this launch, I could only with great difficulty succeed in 
ving 33. 

i The other launch, which also had slaves on board, ran on shore on the beach, and went to pieces in the 
rf, the crew taking refuge in the Portuguese factories at Mangue Grande. 

“The launch which was upset was called the ‘ Maria Isabel,’ and, with the slaves on board of her, 
longed to Senhor Pamplona. She was manned by six natives of Cabinda, and a coxswain called Franque. 

“Only the Portuguese flag was saved, and nothing more, as the sea was high, and we had only one boat. 

“The launch which ran on shore had received al] her slaves in Macula, but I could not ascertain her name, 
r the name of her owner.” 

On the 29th of January, 1861, a copy of the foregoing communication was received by the Secretary of the 
ixed Court from the Secretary-General to Government, accompanied by a list of the 33 slaves who had been 
posited in the Department of Public Works. 

On the 2nd of March, 1861, the Court met to institute proceedings, but the captor having in the meantime been 
pointed to His Most Faithful Majesty’s steamer ‘ Sagres,” and left Loanda, could not appear to depose to 
e facts related in the Report given above. 

Consequently on the 6th of March the Commission proceeded to take the evidence of the only witness in 
is case, the Cabinda man, who, with the 33 slaves, had been saved from the “* Maria Isabel.” 

This witness, named Zan, deposed as follows :— 

“ That he was a native of Cabinda, and was one of the crew of the iaunch ‘ Maria Zsabel, whereof Pamplona 
d one Oliveira, residing at Ponta da Lenha, were owners. 

“ That the launch had upset at sea. That all her crew and the slaves on board her had been saved except 
me of the latter, who were drowned. 

« That the slaves who were brought to this port in the capturing ship with him all belonged to the * Maria 
abel.’ 

‘The same day the Court pronounced sentence in this case as follows :— 

“ Having examined the papers relating to the capture of 33 slaves in the launch ‘ Maria Isabel,’ belonging 
Pamplona and one Oliveira, which launch being upset at sea when chased by the Portuguese cruizer ‘ Don 
edro V,’ Francisco Pedro de Villar Pinho, Commander, was lost, the said 33 slaves only having been saved out 
a much greater number which she had on board, and only one of her crew, a Cabenda man, captured ;— 

“The Court adjudges as lawful prize the said 33 slaves; to whom there shall; be given certificates of 
ancipation ; and it orders that the said Cabenda man shall be placed at the disposal of the Juiz de Direito, 
th a view to proceedings being taken against him, and to his being punished in accordance with the laws in 
ree 


‘St. Paul de Loanda, October 31, 1861. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received February 1, 1862.) 


No. 58.) 

y Lord, Loanda, November 21, 1861. 
WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship with the arrival here, on 
e 30th ultimo, of the American barque “J. J. Cobb,” which has been notoriously 
ployed in the Traffic in Slaves between this coast and Cuba during the last two 
ars. 

2. This vessel was boarded by Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Arrogant” on the 18th of 
ptember last to the north of the Congo, but having an American register, which 
s found on examination to be apparently regular, she was allowed to proceed on 
r voyage. 

3. On the 29th September she was fallen in with by Her Majesty’s steamer 
Alecto,” Commander Raby, in latitude 6° 33’ south, and longitude 12° 16’ east, 
en the person then in charge of her stated that the captain had landed at 
ayumba, and that the barque was bound to Loanda to meet him. Again, on the 
— ay she was seen nearly in the same position. ‘ 

Lass A. 
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4. The “ Alecto” again, four days afterwards, for the third time met the 
“J. J. Cobb” at sea, hovering about within a few miles of the same spot where she 
had first seen her, having made little or no oon towards Loanda, although the 
wind had been favourable for her doing so. commander Raby, therefore, without 
in any way interfering with the vessel, tendered the assistance of Her Majesty’s 
steamer in towing her to Loanda, her avowed destination, and this being accepted 
by the ere acting as captain, the “ Alecto” arrived here in company with the 
“J. J. Cobb.” 

5. On the 30th October the entry of this vessel was announced in the port 
registry published in the “ Official Boletim,” in the following terms :— 

“ American barque, ‘J. J. Cobb,’ 307 tons, Captain D. Souper; crew 15; from 
New York, vid Cadiz, in 120 days, with rum, provisions, and water-casks ; two 
passengers.” ; F 

6. Commander Raby cautiously abstained from all interference with the 
“ J. J. Cobb” either before or after she anchored in this port, and on the day 
following his arrival, he, in conjunction with Her Majesty’s Commissioner, waited 
upon the Governor-General to communicate the strong suspicions which he enter- 
tained that this vessel was engaged in the Slave Trade, and that she had on 
board, in fact, all the equipment requisite for the reception of a cargo of slaves. 

7. His Excellency stated that the case of the “J. J. Cobb,” however flagrant, 
or with whatever circumstances accompanied, could not have been matter for his 
cognizance, and that even although fitted in every particular for the Traffic in 
Slaves, she could not be made an object of prosecution under the Decree of the 
10th December, 1836, inasmuch as he had received the most stringent instructions 
from the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty not to interfere with vessels 
belonging to any nation with which Portugal had not entered into a Treaty 
giving mutual right of search, beyond using due vigilance to prevent them from 
embarking slaves on any part of the coast within the jurisdiction of the Portuguese 
Crown, or ordering them to proceed to sea when requested to do so by the Consul 
of the nation to which they belonged. 

8. The Governor added that the “J. J. Cobb,” having made entry at the 
Custom-house here, became, of course, subject and liable to all the fiscal regulations 
of the port; and his Excellency assured Commander Raby that those should be 
rigidly enforced : but, as regards the suspicious character of the vessel, he distinctly 
stated that he could not take cognizance of it. Her Majesty’s Commissioner then 
observed that, under these circumstances, it appeared to him that the municipal 
laws of Portugal against the Slave Trade must be utterly inoperative and useless, 
as far as regards the prevention of that Traffic under the American flag in the 
ports of this province. 

9. We take the liberty of submitting this case as one which merits the serious 
attention of Her Majesty’s Government, because, although the instances of American 
vessels fitted for the Slave Trade arriving in the ports of this province have not 
hitherto been numerous, it is much to be apprehended that they will increase in 
frequency when it shall become generally known amongst the slave-dealers that 
their vessels may enter and remain in the harbour of Loanda with impunity, and 
sail from hence equipped in every circumstance for the Slave Trade. 

10. Her Majesty’s Commissioners at this place, ina despatch dated 13th of 
October, 1849, had the honour to bring under the notice of Viscount Palmerston, 
then Her ex A Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a difference of 
opinion which had arisen between the superior authorities at this place and the 
Governor of Benguela, with respect to the proposed search of the United States’ 
brig “ Imogene,” before leaving that place, and which resulted in the issue of a 
Proclamation, ordering that all merchant-vessels, of whatever nation, shall, on 
leaving any of the ports of the Portuguese possessions on this coast, be subject to 
visit and search as prescribed by the 10th Article of the Decree of the 10th of 
December, 1836. It is evident that the instructions to which the Governor-General 
referred, must render these orders wholly nugatory. 

11. As far as regards the case of the “J. J. Cobb,” which vessel we are 
informed was about to embark her slaves at Mangue Grande, two days after the 
‘* Alecto”’ fell in with her, we hope that Commander Raby’s judicious proceedings 
have entirely frustrated her criminal intentions; for, owing to irregularities in her 
papers, and the fact of her being unprovided with certain documents from the 
Portuguese Consulate at the port from which she cleared outwards, which are 
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required to enable merchant-ships to make entry in this port, certain fines and 
penalties have been levied upon her by the Custom-house, and, in consequence of 
the difficulty of meeting those demands, as well as of finding any one person here 
willing to sign the bond which all vessels are required to enter into, not to engage 
in the Slave Trade, we believe the “J. J. Cobb” will have great difficulty in 
proceeding on her voyage. In fact, it is already rumoured ‘hat, in consequence of 
her being in an unseaworthy state, the person acting as captain is about to call a 
survey on her, and sell her at this place. In the event of this taking place, she 
will probably become Portuguese property, and assume a Portuguese nationality ; 
in which case we shall be careful to see that the measures enjoined by the Treaty 
of the 3rd July, 1842, are strictly carried into execution in regard to this vessel, 
and, in the meanwhile, it only remains for us to assure your Lordship that we shall 
not fail to possess you with every particular respecting this case when it is termi- 
nated. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 








No. 63. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received February 1, 1862.) 
(No. 59.) 
My Lord, Loanda, November 25, 1861. 


WE have much satisfaction in reporting that the ‘“ Lyra,” a vessel which has 
for the last month been waiting a favourable opportunity to embark slaves in the 
River Congo, protected, like several others, by the flag of America, has been 
captured by Her Majesty’s steamer “ Ranger,’ Commander Wratislaw, about 
sixty miles to the westward of Mangue Grande, and having on board, as far as 
could be ascertained, nearly 900 slaves. 

2. No colours were shown when the “ Ranger,” after a short chase, came up 
with this vessel on the 29th ultimo, and on Commander Wratislaw’s boarding her, 
he was informed that she had no papers, and that the captain had died some days 
previously. He, therefore, took possession of the “ Lyra,” and dispatched her to 
St. Helena for adjudication. 

We have. &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 64. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received January 27, 1862.) 
(No. 60.) 
My Lord, Loanda, November 22, 1861. 


YOUR Lordship will not fail to have observed the delay which has latterly 
marked the transmission of the duplicate Reports and despatches from this Com- 
mission, a delay which has been entirely owing to the circumstance of our having 
been without any assistance whatever in the office since the demise of the late 
Mr. J. W. Brown, Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, on the 11th April last. 

2. The manual labour required in writing out in draft, in original and 
duplicate, and in the office books, such documents as it has latterly been our duty 
to transmit to your Lordship would be more than we could satisfactorily undertake, 
and we have, therefore, been under the necessity of availing ourselves of the 
proffered assistance of a gentleman who has already acted as clerk to the Commis- 
sioners, Mr. William Peixoto, with whose services and abilities Mr. Gabriel on the 
occasion referred to had every reason to be satisfied. 

3. We have guaranteed to Mr. Peixoto the same amount of remuneration as 
met with your Lordship’s approval in 1859, viz., 16/. per month, commencing from 
the Ist of the present month, the day on which Her Majesty’s Commissioner first 
accepted his assistance in preparing some of the despatches which were forwarded 
by the last Lisbon mail; and we venture to hope that your Lordship will sanction 
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our inserting this amount in the account of the-expenses of this Commission, 
payable oti by Her Majesty’s Government. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 


a  ——— 
No. 65. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell, No. 61, November 30, 1861. 
(Acknowledging Slave Trade information.] 
ee 
No. 66. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell, No. 62, December 8, 1861. 


[Acknowledging Slave Trade information. ] 





No. 67. 


Consul Sir H. Huntley to Earl Russell—(Received February 1, 1862.) 
No. 25.) 
My Lord, Loanda, November 23, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour of placing before your Lordship the papers inclosed, 
numbered from 1 to 13, which have been confided to me, for transmission, by order 
of his Excelleney the Governor-General of this Province, alleging an infringement 
of the Custom-house regulations, as established here, by Her Majesty’s Commis- 
sioner, Mr. Gabriel. 

2. A few days after Mr. Gabriel had resumed his duties as Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner, in September last, some extremely disagreeable reports arose 
alleging that Mr. Gabriel had been detected in an illegal transaction with refer- 
ence to the removal of his luggage from Her Majesty’s ship “ Philomel” to the 
shore, and that complaints with reference thereto had been made officially to the 
Government. . 

3. I disregarded these reports, until the statements were made so generally 
that | deemed it my duty officially to ask of the Government whether they had any 
foundation, desiring only to obtain such information as would enable me to meet 
the said reports in a competent manner. The correspondence on this point forms 
Inclosures | and 2. 

4. On the 15th October, however, his Excellency the Governor-General sent me 
the papers herewith inclosed, numbered from 5 to 13, No. 3 being an acknowledg- 
ment of the receipt of the several documents, and No, 4 suggesting that, in order to 
enable the case of Mr. Gabriel to be properly considered by Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, | ought to be supplied with all the proceedings of the 
Court in which that case will be tried. With these, my Lord, [ bass not yet been 
furnished. 

5. I trust your Lordship will approve of my having sent these documents just 
as I have received them. They attach to a case of a very delicate nature, and I 
beg to express my opinion that injury to neither party should be risked by a faulty 
translation, which might very probably result if derived from persons here profess- 
ing to know the English language. 

6. With reference to the practice of landing luggage here by persons anpointed 
to fill official positions, and arriving in vessels of war, until within the last two 
years little attention has been given to that part of the Custom-house duties; but 
since that period a decided alteration has taken place, and now a proper, but I do 
not think at all vexatious, watchfulness has been introduced. Previously, the habit 
of the Custom-house has been so loose on these occasions, that small cases contain- 
ing groceries and other domestic stores difficult to obtain in good preservation here, 
but oy not intended for sale, have been brought up from Fernando Po by either 
an English or an American vessel of war, and have actually been landed before the 
owner even knew of their arrival. 

7. Nevertheless, when such occurrences have been made known to the Custom- 
house authorities by the owner, all objections have been waived, not even duty 
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charged, and the removal permitted without restriction of any kind beyond formally 
raising the cover; and, as relevant to the subject, I may confidentially state that 
the Guardia Mor, Senhor SA, the chief officer who superintends the Custom-house 
affairs afloat, has obtained from the mercantile community of Loanda the reputation 
of conducting the service with integrity, zeal, and consideration. 

8. Before offering a few observations upon the explanatory letter (Inclosure 
No. 6) of Mr. Gabriel to his Excellency the Governor-General, I beg leave to present 
to the notice of your Lordship a tracing of Loanda Harbour, in which the different 
localities mentioned are set down, as I feel all that may tend to facilitate the arrival 
at a just decision will be acceptable to your Lordship. 

9. Her Majesty’s ship “ Philomel” arrived in this anchorage early on the 
morning of the 4th September last, and Mr. Gabriel, having arrived in that vessel, 
appears to have proceeded, about half-past 9 a.m., with some little luggage, to the 
landing-place opposite his residence ; but, before anything had been removed from 
the boat, a Custom-house guard stepped forward, requiring that the boat and 
mgeage should go to the Custom-house. This was done, the things examined, and 
released. ' 

10. Mr.Gabriel then states that, having taken this luggage to his house, he 
“returned on board the ‘Philomel’ to dine with her Commander, it being then 
nearly 5 o’clock.” (Paragraph 5, Inclosure No. 6.) 

11. Mr. Gabriel farther states, in his letter, that a portion of his luggage still 
remained on board the “ Philomel,” and says that, “on returning on board the 
* Philomel,’ the Commander informed me that, during my absence from the ship, he 
had received, through Her Majesty’s Consul, orders which had been left here 
by the Commander-in-chief, directing him to proceed, without loss of time, to 
the River Congo,” &c. (paragraph 6, Inclosure No. 6); and therefore he could not 
wait till the next day to send the remaining luggage to the Custom-house, as, 
Mr. Gabriel says, “I wished.” 

12. There is a period here, my Lord, which requires to be accounted for, and a 
fact of much significance will appear to have been lost sight of. It applies pecu- 
liarly to the time when Mr. Gabriel first knew that Captain Wildman, commanding 
the “ Philomel,” had received the orders already mentioned. 

13. It was shortly after 10 a.m. when [ was first informed that Mr. Gabriel had 
landed. I immediately left my rooms to go to his residence, having the orders left 
by Commodore Edmonstone (not by the ‘“Commander-in-chief,” paragraph 6, 
Inclosure No. 6) for Captain Wildman in my hand. On my way [ met Captain 
Wildman coming from Mr. Gabriel’s house to me. He turned to go back with me, 
and in the street I give him the orders to proceed with haste to the River Congo. 
We reached Mr.Gabriel’s house together, certainly by 11 o’clock, and it was then 
Captain Wildman first informed Mr. Gabriel of the nature of the orders he had just 
received ; and, in consequence of those orders, a discussion upon the question of 
immediately receiving a supply of thirty-six tons of coal took place ; and I proposed 
that the object of my visit should be deferred, in order that that service should 
receive the first attention; upon which Captain Wildman and Mr. Gabriel left the 
house together. It was then about half-past 11. 

14. | now, my Lord, beg to observe that I think there was nothing strange in 
landing, as Mr. Gabriel did, the first time; for when he left upon leave of absence, 
fourteen months before, I think no notice would have been taken of any newly- 
arrived officer doing so; but during that period a guard-hulk, in addition, has been 
placed nearly opposite that landing-place: though, when Mr. Gabriel actually 
experienced the altered system, and when he himself attended the forced carriage 
of a small amount of luggage to the Custom-house for examination, in obedience to 
the more stringent practice, it seems difficult to explain why Mr. Gabriel did not 
state that he still had a quantity of luggage on board the “ Philomel,” and, being 
himself then at the Custom-house, at once procure the permit to land it. 

15. Although Captain Wildman doubtlessly reinformed Mr. Gabriel, at 5 p.m., 
of the nature of the orders he then held, yet, as Mr. Gabriel knew of those orders 
at about 11 a.m., there was ample time to have procured a permit, by which course 
the remaining luggage might have been landed in a legal manner. 

16. Again, my Lord, supposing the duties connected with Captain Wildman’s 
requirements had called the attention of Mr. Gabriel from his own property, the 
possession of a permit would have enabled any person to have removed the luggage 
from the “ Philomel ;”’ or, driven to the extremity in which Mr. Gabriel represents 
himself to have been by these orders at 5 p.m., I think it should be i aa why a 
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heavy case, containing “valuable and fragile” (paragraph 17, Inclosure No. 6) 
instruments should have been exposed to the rough treatment of being landed late 
in the evening, to be left on the beach all night, and embarked again the next day, 
in the meantime being liable to injury, theft, or seizure ; for it appears the case 
would have been in the care of no one through the night, when it could have 
been readily placed in perfect security on board the Custom-house hulk, lyin 
something nearer to the “ Philomel” than the “ Philomel” was to the beach, an 
so much nearer the Custom-house (see Tracing). 

17. The foregoing are, I think, my Lord, the prominent points tending to 
elucidate the claim asserted by Mr. Gabriel in the 16th paragraph of Inclosure 
No. 6, to the effect “that there was not the remotest cause to suppose that I had 
been guilty of any intention to offend or infringe the laws of the country.” The 
remainder of the correspondence does not, my Lord, appear to me to bear upon 
what, | beg to submit, is the main question, namely, has or has not Mr. Gabriel 
given the Portuguese authorities sufficient grounds to suppose that he was, with 
intention, evading the laws ? : 

18. | beg leave, my Lord, to express a strong doubt of the propriety of .mixin 
up the occurrences treated of in the Inclosures Nos. 10, 11, and 12, which too 
i in 1857, with the present case; nor can I see how the inclosure forming 
No. 13 can in the slightest degree prove anything for either party concerned in the 
general issue. 

19. The second letter addressed by Mr. Gabriel to the Governor-General forms 
Inclosure No. 8, and is dated October 8, 1861. This letter is, almost throughout, 
remonstrative, and complains of infraction of the law by the Custom-house autho- 
rities in detaining his property after he had offered to lodge value for it with the 
Government. Mr. Gabriel then forcibly declares that he’ had no intention of 
violating the law, or of evading the duties to which his property might have 
been liable. With regard to the complaint, its merits will be decided by the Court 
in which the case is pending; and with reference to the asseverations made by 
Mr. Gabriel, there can be no doubt of their receiving every proper consideration. 

20. It appears, my Lord, nevertheless, right to observe, that the present very 
undesirable position of Mr. Gabriel would have been altogether avoided had he 
possessed himself of the customary permit to land his luggage, there having been 
manifest opportunity to obtain such permit, and which the rigorous practice he 
experienced upon landing, in the morning, from the “ Philomel,” should have 
convinced him would be requisite. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 67. 
Consul Sir H. Huntley to the Secretary-General of the Government. 


Illustrious Sir, Loanda, September 16, 1861. 
STATEMENTS of an extremely unpleasing character being prevalent in this city, connecting Her Britannic 
Majesty's Commissioner with an alleged smuggling transaction on the evening of the 4th fastens t beg to request 
that you will be pleased to inform me whether the Provincial Government has received any report upon that 
subject; and if so, whether there is or is not any foundation for the statements alluded to, in order that I may 
guide myself accordingly. : 
1 have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 67. 


The Secretary-General of the Government to Consul Sir H. Huntley. 
¢ Translation.) 
ir, 


. Office of the Government of Loanda, September 17, 1861. 
BY order of his Excellency the Governor-General, I have to acknowledge your note of yesterday's date, 
relative to the seizure of omnes led goods made in the night of the 4th instant; in which you say you understand 
that it is asserted that Mr. Edmund Gabriel, Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner, is implicated, and in which 
you ask to be informed whether or not the Government of the province has any official knowledge of this matter, 
and whether or not there is any foundation for what is reported in public u the subj 

_In compliance with your wishes, I am directed by the GcvaraehGuseral to inform you that it supeess 
rs is office that the English war-steamer ‘* Philomel” entered this harbour in the evening of the 
4 J yoo: and left it at 11°30 at night; and that a few moments before her departure she landed a great box 
and two cases from a boat of the said steamer, which were put on shore close to the shed of the English 
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coal-depdt; that those boxes were seized by the Custom-house officials as traband, and that Mr. Edmund 
Gabriel declared that they belonged to him ; and that the said seizure bein sonsidaded valid by the Cisivsihene 
administration, the trial now appertains to the Criminal Court, where it will be carried on, 

God preserve, &c, (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 67. 


Consul Sir H. Huntley to the Secretary-General of Government. 


Illustrious Sir, Loando, October 16, 1861. 
UI HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated yesterday, the same being accom- 
panied by two letters addressed by Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner to his Excellency the Governor- 
General, severally dated September 30 and October 8, upon the subject of the removal by him of certain 
packages from on board Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Philomel” to the shore without the usual permission. 
, 1 beg to inform you that I have not yet procured a translation of your despatch, and I trust his Excellency 
will attribute to that circumstance the absence of a reply to any portion of it which possibly might demand 





notice. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 
Inclosure 4 in No. 67. 
Consul Sir H. Huntley to the Secretary-General of Government. 
Illustrious Sir, Loanda, October 21, 1861. 


I HAVE the honour to return to your possession the original letters addressed by Her Majesty's 
eo to his Excellency the Governor-General, respectively dated September 30 and October 8 of 
this year. 

I regret that I have not yet been able to complete the translation of the other papers, but I trust that I shall 
not detain them beyond a day or two longer. 

I 3 leave to suggest to his Excellency that I should be furnished with copies of the proceedings of the 
Criminal Court as soon as that Tribunal has decided upon the case of Mr. Gabriel, as without such documents 
I should be unable to-submit a perfect statement of it for the consideration of Her Britannic Majesty's Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 67. 


The Secretary-General of the Government to Consul Sir H. Huntley. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Secretariat of the General Government in Loanda, October 15, 1861. 

IN, consequence of what has taken place in the matter of the seizure of the effects landed from the English 
war-steamer “ Philomel,” which Mr. Edmund Gabriel, &c., declared to be his property, about which you asked 
for information in your note of the 17th of September last, and in consequence of what has occurred since, of 
articles landed from the steamer “‘ Wrangler,” ie belonging to the same gentleman, the Governor-General of the 
province has directed me to send to you, for your information, the correspondence which has taken place on tbis 
affair betweeu the General Government and Mr. Gabriel. 

I therefore send you herewith an original letter of Mr. Gabriel of the 30th of September last, and another of 
the 8th instant, which you will please return to me, and copies of two letters of this Secretariat of the 3rd and 
10th of this same ax, by which you will be informed of all that has taken place. And for your information, 
his Excellency also orders me to send to you copy of the note of the General Government of the 18th of February, 
1857, and of two documents relative thereto, which also treat of a seizure, made in a barge, of merchandize of 
Mr. Gabriel, proceeding from a ship of war of Her Britannic Majesty. He also directs me to forward to you 
copy of a letter which the Administrator of the Custom-house has just now addressed to the Governor-General, 
which shows the commercial position which the British Commissioner of the Mixed Commission has assumed for a 
long time, and still retains, in this province. 

But although these documents of themselves testify much, and although you, who have here been a witness of 
the occurrences, will certainly appreciate them properly, and your noble character merits all confidence, his 
Excellency directs me to say to you also the following :— ; . ; 

Mr. Edmund Gabriel declares that he will subenit this matter to the consideration of his Government ; and 
although it appears clear that Her Britannic Majesty's Government will not think it right to intervene in such 
matters as the one in question, yet, as in general, the party interested in an affair is not the most proper one to 
lay it before his Government, as your Excellency is the Representative of the British Government in this 

rovince, and as you have already shown a desire to have information on the matter, for these reasons his 
es is of opinion that he ought not to omit the communication of the correspondence which relates to it. 

From this you will see that if Mr. Gabriel did not take to his house, under security, the goods seized, it was 
because he would not accept the conditions offered by the Administrator of the Custom-house, as he had a right to 
do; as also he had to refuse the removal of the ees bpp cmiclioneny ie Cae 1 epee that 
therefore the complaints in this point are without an . ve 

On the wher hand, you vill see that if he Fed no declehen th the cone’ cf Ue ubds'ebleh bused by Gb 
“Wrangler,” it is because he would not make a requisition to the General Government, as is the practice in such 
cases, and as it was pointed out to him in the note of the 3rd instant; as in like manner, there is not the smallest 
foundation for his complaint and protest for that matter—a protest, moreover, which is quite unbecoming. 
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You will observe that Mr. Gabriel shows himself aggrieved that he has not been relieved of certain forms ; 
but you must also perceive that, in consequence of what had occurred previously, and because of the opinion which 
has been formed by the public, which you cannot but be acquainted with, and after the seizure made in the night 
of le 4th of September, Mr. Gabriel ought not to ask for such relief from forms, nor could it be granted 
to him. 

You will also be pleased to remark a passage of the note of the 30th of September, in which Mr, Gabriel 
says that one of his boxes contained a photographie machine, as he had already declared to the Governor-General 
on the 5th of the same month; and you will, after that, examine one of the paragraphs in the note of the 
Sth instant, in which, alluding to a passage of the note from the General Secretariat, mentioning a “ photographic 
machine,” he says he never heard speak of such machine. 

His Excellency has not thought proper to direct any reply to be made, in the note of the 10th instant, to that 
paragraph of Mr. Gabriel’s note, nor does he wish to give a name to it, as in the draft of the said note and in the 
register of the same it is written “ photographic machine,” and so it must have been in the note sent to 
Mr. Gabriel. But even if it had been written * topographic machine,” that gentleman would at once see that it 
was an error of the copyist which had passed unperceived ; and if he had reflected a little, he would not have 
written that passage of his note of the 8th, which his Excellency leaves you to consider whether or not it was 
fitting in a communication from Mr. Gabriel to the General Government of this province. 

Finally® you will see that his Excellency made known to Mr. Gabriel what those circumstances were upon 
whieh the General Government could hold a correspondence with him; and you will agree with him that you are 
the only British functionary in Loanda whose duty it is to treat with the Provincial Government upon the affairs 
of your nation and of the subjects thereof; that Mr. Gabriel is purely and simply a Judge Commissioner in the 
Mixed Commission, and that strictly he is not to address himself individually to the General Government cither 
upon the affairs of that Commission, or of the Committee (Junta) of Superintendence of which he is a member. 

His Excellency considers it his duty to impress upon you that what has oceurred with the British Commis- 
sioner in the Mixed Commission is extremely disagreeable to him, but that it is not the fault of the General 
Government of Angola that he is mixed up with contre ventions of the laws and fiseal regulations ; that he finds 
himself placed in a position to be disrespeeted, as he affirms, by officials of the Custom-house ; and that he has to 
appear before the Tribunals, 

Lastly, his Excellency regrets likewise that the ships of war cf Her Britannic Majesty, as also the functionaries 
of that nation, have made themselves suspected by the tiseal employés of this province. 


God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 


Le 


Inclosure 6 in No, 67. 
Mi. Gabriel to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Most Excellent Sir, Loanda, September 30, 1861. 

IT is with feelings of deep reluctance that I find myself compelled to lay before your Excellency a statement 
of the proceedings of some of the Custom-house authorities here in regard to the baggage and effects which 
accompanied me from England on my return to this province. I shall endeavour to give your Excellency a 
succinct and faithful account of everything that has occurred regarding this matter from the 4th instant, the day 
of my arrival, up to the present moment, in order that you may be able to form a correct judgment thereon. 

2. On the 4th instant I left: Her Majesty's ship * Philomel” in one of the boats belonging to that ship, and 
having only a box of clothes with me, and another containing books belonging to the Archives of the British 
Commission, and a few living plants and birds which I had succeeded in obtaining at Sierra Leone and Fernando 
Po, as not having been introduced into this country before. It did not occur to me at the moment as necessary 
that I should proceed with such articles to the Custom-louse, and naturally I was about to land at a spot near my 
residence, 

3. Before anything had been removed from the boat—before, indeed, I had put my foot on shore, a Custom- 
house guard came to me and informed me that I must take these things to the quay ; of course I had no hesitation 
in doing so, and regretting that this formality had escaped my memory, I took the guard into the boat of the 
* Philomel " and proceeded to the Custom-house quay. 

4. On proceeding thence I observed a boat passing at some little distance, and as I understood that 
Senhor Sa, the Guarda Mor, was in her (a person with whom I had for some years been on terms of friendly inter- 
course), I went out of my way to salute him after my long absence from Tawa. Beyond the interchange of 
civilities common on such an occasion, as the meeting of two friends after a long separation, and my having 
mentioned that I was proceeding, as, indeed, he might have seen, to the Custom-house with my luggage, nothing 
passed between us. 

5. Arrived at the Custom-house, my luggage was duly verified and examined, and having been found to 
contain nothing but what I have already mentioned, it was duly delivered to me. Having accordingly taken it to 
my house, I returned on board the “ Philomel” to dine with her Commander, it being then nearly 5 o'clock. 

6. A portion of my luggage, however, yet remained on board of her, consisting of two boxes for which there 
had not been sufficient room in the boat in which I had previously landed, One of these boxes contained nothing 
whatever but wearing apparel and table linen, and the other a photographic apparatus and one or two scientific 
instruments with which I had provided myself for my own use and enjoyment in this country. On returning on 
board the “ Philomel” the Commander informed me that during my absence from the ship he had received through 
Her Majesty's Consul, orders which had been left here by the Commander-in-chief, directing him to proceed 
without loss of time to the River Congo, in consequence of a serious disturbance which had taken place between 
some British merchants and the natives in that river. He told me that he could not wait until the next day to 
send the remaining portion of my luggage, as I wished, to the Custom-house, which was then shut, but that he must 
proceed to sea that night, and, indeed, without any delay. 

7. It was under these circumstances proposed that the two remaining cases should be put on shore on the 
heach near the “ Penedo” close to the “ Philomel’s” anchorage, until the following morning, when I would hire a 
launch in the city and send her to receive and convey them to the Custom-house. 

8. This was accordingly done, and the “ Philomel” immediately went to sea. The following morning at a 
very carly hour I ordered a person in my employ to hire a boat with the requisite number ot Cabenda men, and to 


20 . the “ Penedo” to embark the two cases already referred to, and to take them to the Custom-house to meet 
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_ 9. Soon after I had given those orders, however, but not until after the Cabendas had actually received their 
rations and started to do as I had desired, I was informed that the two cases had been removed to the Custom- 
house by the employés belonging to that department. 

10. Of the removal of my cases to the Custom-house in this manner, of course I could have no ‘ground 
to complain, but having soon afterwards proceeded to that department to inform the Administrator personally 
of all that had occurred, as above related. hoping that in view of my statement the cases would be delivered 
up to me after being legally verified and despatched, I could obtain no redress, the Administrator manifesting 
a decided disinclination to listen to my representations, or even to reply to my request that he would let me know 
whether it was in his power or not to decide upon this trivial matter. 

11. I then immediately addressed a letter to vour Excellency, very briefly relating what had occurred, and 
requesting that the necessary orders might be given for the delivery of my boxes after all the formalities required 
by law had been observed respecting them. 

12. I went to the Palace, and finding that your Excellency was absent on duty in the interior, I delivered my 
letter personally into the hands of the Secretary-General of the Government. That functionary stated that he did 
not consider himself authorized to decide upon the matter, but that it should be brought under your Excellency's 
notice upon your return from the interior, which was then shortly expected. 

13. Expressing myself perfectly satisfied with this assurance, I left my letter, and took leave of the Secretary - 
General fully persuaded that this matter would stand over for your Excellency’s arrival. 

14. A few days afterwards I was formally summoned to appear before the Administration of the Customs 
regarding this affair, and to declare whether I contested, or not, the apprehension of the two cases belonging to me 
which had been seized on the 4th instant. 

15. I did not fail to appear at the Custom-house at the hour appointed, and after stating the facts as they 
occurred, and as [ have now related them more in detail, a minute thereof was drawn up in the presence of 
witnesses called by the Administrator of the Customs, and I was subjected to an examination by the Guarda 
Mor, who questioned and cross-questioned me as if I had been a crimiual placed on my trial for some heinous 
offence. 

16. Having in answer to a question put to me by the Administrator of the Customs stated that I contested 
the apprehension of my cases as being illegal and unjustifiable on the ground that there was not the remotest 
cause to suppose that I had been guilty of any intention to offend or infringe the laws of the country, I retired. 

17. Soon afterwards I sought Senhor Sa, the Guarda Mor, and aceosting him politely, and with my 
accustomed frankness, I begged that he would give the negroes employed in removing my cases orders to handle 
them with great care, the one containing the instruments inasmuch as its contents, which were valuable and 
fragile, might easily be injured, and I feared that if the negroes tossed it about roughly much damage might be 
done, which I should not be able to remedy in this country. 

18, Senhor Sa on this occasion thought proper to enter into a lengthened dissertation upon matters wholly 
foreign and irrelevant to that which had induced me to address him. He animadverted with great asperity on the 
proceedings of the late Governor-General of this province, Senhor Amaral, and speaking in the most arrogant and 
disrespectful tone of his Excellency’s public acts, when in Senhor Sé’s opinion, and in his own language, * he 
abused his authority” by allowing matters affecting me to pass unnoticed in the Custom-house, which ought not, bk 
said, to have been tolerated. 

19. He made several allegations utterly without foundation, in regard to attempts which he said had been 
made to evade the duties of Customs by landing goods at my house, and he even went so far as to assert that on 
board Her Majesty's ship “ Arrogant” there are, or were when she was last in this port, six casks of spirits for 
me which it is intended to smuggle on shore—an assertion, the absolute falsity of which I shall be enabled to 
prove to your Excellency’s satisfaction, if necessary, by a letter from Commodore Edmonstone in a few days. 

20. He went on to comment in very strong, and I think most uncalled-for language, upon your Excellency's 
right to interfere with the employés of the Customs in the discharge of their duties (and all this, be it observed. 
without the slightest provocation on my part, for I hardly condescended to make any reply), and, finally, assuring 
me that if you did so in this instance it should not rest here, for he would make it the subject of complaint to 
Lisbon, turned his back on me in the most insolent and insulting manner, and I was obliged to leave my cases to 
their fate. 

21. Three days afterwards I was requested to attend at the opening of the cases, in the presence of witnesses, 
and this having been done, the contents were duly examined and valued, and afterwards replaced in the case as 
far as possible, one or two articles being broken, which I have no doubt was caused by the careless way in which 
they were rolled up into the Custom-house stores by negroes. ; 

22. Some parts of my photographic apparatus were liable to deterioration, as, for example, plates which had 
been specially prepared in England for exposure on my arrival here, and in consequence of this, and finding, 
moreover, that I was in actual want of a part of the wearing apparel and table-linen in one of the boxes, I 
forwarded the Administrator of the Customs a petition, a copy of which I do myself the honour of annexing to 
this despatch. , 

23. By this document your Excellency will perceive that having offered to deposit the full value of the goods, 
or to enter into a bond for the amount, I requested they might be delivered to me, such being, as I was informed 
upon good authority, permitted by the laws of the country. ; , 

24. To this petition I received a reply stating that 1 was to name my bondsman, and return it to the Custom- 
house. 

25. This I did on the _ instant, and I received a verbal answer to the effect that the goods could be delivered 
to me, but that they must be “sealed and preserved intact.” 7 yi ‘ 

26. I can hardly imagine that such a proceeding as this is sanctioned or justified by any act of the Legislature 
of Portugal, or any other civilized country ; but whether it is or not, your Excellency will readily believe that it 
was not worth my while to accept a case containing wearing apparel of which I was actually in need sealed with 
the Custom-house seal, and to be preserved intact by me. ; ; . in 

27. Up to the present moment I have not received any written or official reply to this petition; but I am 
informed that the Administrator of Customs having adjudged the apprehension of my cases to he sustainable, the 
papers relating to it have been remitted to the judicial authorities, by whom the matter will now have to be 
decided, and I shall be subjected to all the expenses, inconveniences, and annoyances of an action at law. 

28. I should, indeed, be glad, most excellent Sir, if the proceedings which I have to la before you ended 
here. But I have yet other facts to relate, which afford, 1 think, a strong illustration of the spirit which has 
dictated the whole of the proceeding above detailed. : . ; 

29. On tne 10th instant Her Majesty's ship “ Wrangler ” arrived in this port, having on board two casks 
and one case belonging to me, containing some articles for my domestic use and, I believe, books, which had 
followed me in a ship of war from England. On learning that these things were on board the “* W rangler in the 
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harbour, I immediately wrote a letter to the Administrator of Customs, acquainting him with the fact, and 
requesting him to inform me if there would be any objection to my sending them to the Custom-house. 

30. A copy of that letter I beg leave to inclose, as well as a copy of the Administrator’s reply. In view of 
that reply I requested the Commander of the “ Wrangler” to send my things to the Custom-house hulk to receive 
a guard. Whilst the boat of the “‘ Wrangler ” was employed on this service, under the express authority of the 
Administrator of the Customs, she was boarded by some authorities of that Department, and actually threatened 
oss iywegiee The things, however, were subsequently delivered at the Custom-house, and the boat returned on 

oard her ship. 

31. Certain doubts presenting themselves to my mind the next day as to the exact contents of these packages, 
inasmuch as I did not assist either in purchasing or packing the variety of trifling articles contained in them, 
which, indeed, had been collected and arranged by different members of my family as things likely tu be required 
by me for domestic purposes, I thought it prudent to address another letter to the Administrator of the Customs, 
communicating this fact, before I proceeded to open them; but I was informed unless I could accurately declare 
what the contents of these packages were, I could not be allowed to dispatch them or remove them from the 
Custom-house, and there, to my great inconvenience, they have been detained until this day, and are likely to 
remain until the expiration of the term allowed by the regulations of the Customs, when in all probability they will 
be sold by auction, unless your Excellency should be good enough to interpose your authority, and allow me to 
receive them. 

32. I repeat, most excellent Sir, that it is with a feeling of very unfeigned regret I find it my duty to trouble 
you with this exposition of facts, demonstrating the most unjustifiable, and to me inexplicable, manner in which 
some of the Custom-house authorities in this city have acted lately towards me. 

33. It is with pride and pleasure I am able to say that throughout the whole period of my residence in this 
province, now extending over fifteen years, the most perfect and uninterrupted feelings have prevailed between all 
the local authorities and myself. 

34. I have never suffered any annoyances such as these, and I feel convinced that your Excellency will not 
allow that, for what can be considered nothing but a simple and very excusable error on my part, viz., that of 
having, in consequence of the hurried departure of the “ Philomel” from this port. allowed two cases containing 
my private effects, and nothing else, to be put on shore, on the beach near the Penedo, until on the following 
morning I could cause them to be removed to the Custom-house, I should now be subjected to treatment so 
entirely at variance with that which, as Her Britannic Majesty’s Representative in this province, I have invariably 
received at the hands of all the authorities of His Most Faithful Majesty with whom I have had the honour to 
come in contact, and so little in accordance with the assurance which was given by the Government of His Most 
Faithful Majesty to the Government of Her Majesty the Queen, to the effect that the local authorities of this 
province should be instructed to treat the British Commissioners residing here ‘with that courtesy and attention 
which is due to ine important station they hold.” 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 67. 


The Secretary-General of the Government to Mr. Gabriel. 
( Transiation.) 
Sir, Secretariat of the General Government, Loanda, October 3, 1861. 
HIS Excellency the Governor-General of the Province having before him your note of the 30th September 
last, as also that which you sent him subsequently to his return to this city, and having duly considered the 
matter, directed me to reply to you as follows, 

His Excellency regrets the occurrence of the unpleasant affair in question, but he is unable to satisfy himself 
that the conduct observed by the officers of the Custom-house was unjustifiable and inexplicable, as you say; quite 
the contrary. When vou came into the port, you proceeded towards shore with your luggage, and, aithocatt it 
was a violation of the regulations, there was not the smallest inconvenience to suffer. The lu, was examined, 
and you went with it to vour dwelling-house. You did not declare that there was any more iatdiss on board ; 
and all that took place after that has reference to you merely as a simple importer, and not as a British Commis- 
sioner in the Mixed Commission acting in the exercise of your office, and therefore cannot be a subject of complaint. 
Coming from on board the “ Philomel,” you might have given information that you had directed the packages to 
be sent on shore, as they were not directed to the place of registration to be delivered to the guard, and you gave 
no such information. Also, you could not reasonably expect that the Administrator of the Custom-house would 
assent to the request to deliver up articles which had to pay duties; for a photographic machine, for instance, is 
not the luggage of a Commissioner in a Mixed Commission ; and you could not be fully persuaded, as you say, 
that the affair would be suspended by your note to the General Government, since the Undersigned declared to 
you that he would not direct it to be suspended, unless you went through the regular process of such matters at 
the Custom- house. 

His Excellency cannot charge himself with matters passing in private conversation, nor with verbal statements, 
neither can he prevent the legal acts of the Adminisirator of the Custom-house. He is sorry that you will have 
to maintain a suit, but it is not in his power to establish a new form of procedure. As to what has taken place 
with the articles landed from the “ Philomel,” it has been in accordance with the rules, and the terms of law must 
be followed. As to the gouds which have come in the ‘ Wrangler,” his Excellency cannot but be surprised that 
you should ask him to order their delivery to you, knowing as you do very well the fiscal laws of one country, the 
very rigorous laws of England. The articles alluded to are goods of which you are the importer, and for their 
delivery you have only to come to an understanding with the Administrator of the Custom-house, and, if there be 
any cause for it, you must appeal from his decisions through a request to the General Government, as do all others 
who have business in that fiscal house, 

__ Finally, his Excellency the Governor-General directs me to say to you, that the British Commissioner of the 
Mixed Commission has a right to all courtesy and distinction on the part of the authorities of this Province, and 
that he will not allow any failure in what is due to you; but that he is convinced that neither you nor your 
Government can desire that the rules of the law should be ceparted from in your case; for which reason he cannot 
accede to the pretension contained in your note. ' 


God preserve, ke. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 67. 
Mr. Gabriel to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Most Excellent Sir, Loanda, October 8, 1861. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of a letter signed by the Secretary to the Government of this Province 
in reply to that which I had the honour to address to your Excellency on the 30th ultimo, respecting the proceed- 
ings of some of the Custom-house authorities here in regard to certain effects belonging to me, and now detained 
in that Department. 

I cannot refrain from expressing the regret with which J perceive, from this letter of the Secretary to 
Government, that your Excellency has taken so different a view from that which I hoped you would have done, 
of the several matters referred to in my above-mentioned letter, so far as in the reply of the Secretary to Govern- 
ment your Excellency has been pleased to refer to them. 

ertain essential points, upon which my allegations of the unjustifiable character of the proceedings of the 
Custom-house authorities were based, are not noticed directly or indirectly in the reply of the Secretary to the 
Government : such, for example, as the persistent refusal of the Administrator of the Customs to give any written 
reply to the “ Requerimento,” requesting that the two cases seized on the 4th ultimo might be delivered to me 
after | had deposited the full amount of their value in the Customs, or given bond for the same; thus infringing 
the provisions of Articles 5 and 11, cap. 2, of the Regulations of that Department. 

This refusal has been repeated several times since to the persons employed by me to dispatch the goods; the 
only answer I have yet succeeded in obtaining being that extraordinary verbal one mentioned in my letter of the 
30th ultimo, to the effect that the goods might be delivered to me “ sealed up and to be preserved intact.” 

In the letter of the Secretary to Government it is stated that I could not reasonably expect the Administrator 
of the Customs to accede to my request that things should be delivered to me “which ought to pay duty,” 
inasmuch as a topographical apparatus could not be considered as the baggage of a Commissioner. 

In reply to this, Tr would take the liberty of respectfully reminding your Excellency that there is not one 
word either in my correspondence with your Excellency or with the Administrator of the Customs from which it 
can reasonably be inferred that there was ever any desire on my part to ask for, or to receive, these goods, without 
paying the duties thereon, and observing in respect of them all the formalities required by law. Such an idea I 
beg to assure your Excellency was never for a moment entertained by me, nor do I think it can in common justice 
be said that any words contained in my letter to your Excellency of the 30th ultimo can be construed into the 
expression of a wish on my part that your Excellency should, in the words of the Secretary to Government, 
“ establish a new form of process,” or interfere in any way with the regular execution of the law. 

This is really attributing to me that which I do not think any portion of my letter justifies, for I feel assured 
that neither your Excellency nor the Secretary to Government can have a higher or more earnest desire to 
maintain the supremacy of the law than I have. 

Whether a topographical apparatus (** maquina topographica ”) can be considered as part of the baggage of 
a Commissioner, is a point to which I am utterly unable to offer any reply, inasmuch as I never before heard of 
any such apparatus; but I would beg permission to observe that there does not appear to me anything very extra- 
ordinary in the fact that an apparatus such as that mentioned in my letter of the 30th ultimo should accompany 
the baggage of any private individual coming to this country from Europe. 

With respect to the goods, or “ merchandize ” as they are called in the letter of the Secretary to Government, 
which came in the “ Wrangler,” your Excellency is pleased to express your surprise that I should have asked you 
to cause them to be delivered to me, knowing, as I well do, what are the rules prescribed by the fiscal laws of a 
country ; laws, it is added, extremely rigorous in England. : 

Without stopping to comment on the relative rigour of the fiscal laws of England as compared with those of 
Portugal, I must here again beg leave to remind your Excellency that I did not request you to order those things 
to be delivered to me free of duty; but I have no hesitation in rae that 1 did hope that your Excellency, under 
the peculiar circumstances set forth in my statement of the 30th ultimo, would have been pleased to issue the 
necessury orders that [ might have been allowed to dispatch these packages at the Custom-house, without producing 
that exact list of their contents which the Administrator of the Customs had required of me, as if they had been 
articles intended for commerce, and not for my household use. ; 

But your Excellency observing, through the Secretary to Government, that with regard to those goods ** | 
am nothing more than an importer,” adds that I ought, therefore, to apply to the Administrator of the Customs. 

The day after these packages were landed, I addressed myself in writing to that functionary, and he himself 
suggested that I should apply to your Excellency for permission to dispatch them, he not being able to grant that 
permission unless I was able to declare to their contents. As this reply, however, was only verbal, I presume from 
the tenor of the letter of the Secretary to Government that your Excellency will not take cognizance of it. 

Having, therefore, on the one hand, the refusal of the Administrator of the Customs to give any decision in 
writing respecting my applications, whether made in the form of a ‘‘ Requerimento” or otherwise, and, on the 
other, your Excellency's refusal to take cognizance of any verbal decisions ; having, moreover, been referred by the 
Administrator of the Customs tu your Excellency for a decision with regard to despatching the goods landed from 
the “ Wrangler,” and now finding your Excellency informing me that the Administrator of the Customs is the 
authority to whom I ought properly to apply on this subject, it must be quite evident that I have no alternative 
but to protest, as I now do, most respectful 7 against these proceedings, aud to bear patiently with all the incon- 
venience which I shall experience from the detention of the several articles contained in the packages referred 
to, until this matter shall have been submitted to our respective Governments, to whose knowledge I must now 
proceed to bring it. 

In conclusion, it only remains for me to thank your Excellency, as I now beg to do, for your acknowledgment 
of the treatment due to Her Majesty's Commissioners at this place ; but here again I feel called upon to disclaim the 
expression of any wishes that your Excellency should on my account have failed in carrying out the law; and 
finally to add the expression of my regret at fiuding that any discourtesy or disrespect shown to them can only be 
noticed by your Excellency when it appears in writing, and not otherwise, even although it may have been practised 
by the subordinates of your Excellency’s Government in the most upprovoked manner within the precincts of one 
of the public Departments, in the presence of all the persons there assembled, and originating in a matter of 


public nature. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
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Inclosure 9 in No. 67. 


‘ The Secretary-General of the Government to Mr. Gabriel. 
Translation.) 


sir, Secretariat of the General Government at Loanda, October 10, 1861. 
" YOUR note of the 8th instant was placed before his Excellency the Governor-General of the Province, 
who having duly considered the same, directed me to reply to you as follows :— 

His Excellency, in view of the note from this office of the 3rd instant, thought you would not take the trouble 
to send him a second communication upon the subject, because he had clearly indicated to you what course you 
had to follow according to law, to the fiscal regulations, and to the way in which these are understood. But it 
did not turn out so, and you have written to represent the supposed errors of the Administrator of the Custom. 
house, who, as it is ciear from your own note, did not err as you say against the tenour of the article of the 
regulations in question, as he replied to your wish, consenting to your taking the articles out of the Custom-house 
as you requested, but under conditions which he thought it his duty to make, but which were not accepted. Yon 
also declare that you never wished to be relieved of the payment of the duties, or that the law should be broken 
on your account, or that the form of proceeding should be altered; whereas, on the contrary, it is seen clearly by 
your official communications that you wished articles to be delivered to you as luggage (that is to say, without 
duties) which cannot be considered as other than imported merchandize, and paige Diag! subject to those duties, 
and that you desired the General Government to direct the delivery to your order of merchandize seized as 
contraband, and which therefore was to be investigated by a judicial trial, and that in this way the directions of 
the Custom-house regulations should be dispensed with in your favour. You say Fe always expected to 
be relieved of certain forms to which the Administrator of the Custom-house subjec ‘ou as if your goods 
had been for trade. To this itis my duty to reply to you, that after what has taken place with the articles 
landed from the “ Philomel” it was impossible to avoid demanding all the forms with those that came by the 
“ Wrangler,” and the General Government could not allow itself to act in their case otherwise than by the 
established forms. You say that the Administrator of the Custom-honse does not determine, and you have recourse 
to the General Government in order by its determination to get the articles passed; but that the General Govern- 
ment refuses to determine, and consequently that you have nothing left to do but to protest and suffer. Allow 
me to say that this is without reason ; in the note of the 3rd instant you are told that “the objects alluded to 
(those which came by the “ Wrangler”) are goods of which you are the importer, and for their delivery you have 
only to come to an understanding with the Administrator of the Custom-house ; and if there be any cause for it 
you must appeal from his decisions through a request to the General Government, as do all others who have 
business in that fiscal house.” Now you have not yet addressed, either by yourself or by your attorney, any 
requisition to the General Government ; and how then do you say that a determination is refused in your affair, 
and you will protest? You say that you have to suffer until this matter shall be considered by our respective 
Governments, to which in spite of yourself you must give an account of it. Qn this it is my duty to say that it 
does not appear that the Governments of Portugal and England have to consider of an affair which has nothing 
diplomatic about it, and which, on the one hand, as a question of smuggling is to be decided by the Criminal 
Courts; and on the other, is a plain question of regulations, and is decided administratively by the 
established forms: but if you insist on taking it there (in which case his Excellency will suppose that you will 
forward to your Government a faithful copy of the letters received from this office) it is to be believed that Her 
Britannic Majesty's Government will await, and be satisfied with the result of the administrative decision, and with 
the sentence pronounced in the civil trial of the accusation to which you will have to reply. Finally, you regret 
that his Excellency the Governor-General has not taken uotice of the offences which you say you have received 
from the officials of the Custom-house in conversations had with them; upon which I am directed to say to you 
that his Excellency did not do so because he ought not to do so, and that upon such a subject he must lament that 
the British Commissioner of the Mixed Commission should by chance piace himself in a position towards Custom- 
house officials such as that they should have considered themselves authorized to say to him, as he states, things 
which were unpleasant and, as he thinks, even offensive. 

Your note of the 8th instant is then answered, and I am directed to say that his Excellency has replied with 
delicacy and deference towards you, both to this note and to that of the 30th September; but he directs me to 
say to you on this occasion that the General Government cannot hold an official correspondence with the British 
Commissioner of the Mixed Commission upon any other objects than those relative to that Commission, or to the 
Junta of Superintendence, of which he is a member, when there may be any cause for him individually to address 
the Government upon such matters. With this exception, all the afirs of the British nation or of British subjects 
are treated by the Agent of the nation accredited for that effect. 

God preserve, &. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 67. 


Miguel Luiz dos Santos to Senhor Sé e Vasconcellos. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Register Pontoon in Loanda, February 14, 1857. 

I HAVE seized a boat (“ baleeira”) which was conveying a barrel of butter, which the master of the said boat 
says is just come from on board the English war-steamer, for Mr. Edmund Gabriel, the English Consul, and that 
ax Mr. Gabriel went first out of the said steamer, the boat was following him to give him the barrel, and the 
said boat would return on board the barque “ Hamburger ;” and being called by the watch to take the master, 
he was calling Mr. Gabriel, who had gone on before to receive the barrel; and as that gentleman did not hear, I 
was able to obtain and bring the barrel. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) MIGUEL LUIZ DOS SANTOS. 

Guard of the same. 
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Inclosure 11 in No. 67. 
The Administrator of the Custom-house to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


(Translation.) 
ir, Custom-house of fo February 16, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to you the inclosed copies of notes which were given to me by the coast- 
guard of this Custom-house, informing me that a boat carrying a barrel, which I understand contains fish or 
preserves, has been detained by the Register-pontoon, and sent to this department. 

By virtue of the present regulations, I have caused a proper minute to be drawn up by the chief Board, and 
I understand that it is my duty to bring this matter to your Excellency’s knowledge, that you may determine 
in your wisdom how this matter is to be adjudicated. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOAQUIM EUGENIO FERREIRA, Administrator. 





Inclosure 12 in No. 67. 
The Acting Secretary-General to the Government to the Administrator of the Custom-house. 


(Translation.) Secretariat of the General Government of the Province of Angola, 
ir, February 18, 1857. 

MR. EDMUND GABRIEL having shown to his Excellency the Governor-General that the barrel of 
preserves mentioned in your note of the 16th instant was to be included under a docket (“guia”) with other 
articles to be despatched to Ambriz, by the credit which is due to the official character of that gentleman, by the 
certainty that the barrel came from an English war-ship, as also it is not to be supposed that she would protect 
contraband, and, finally, as it is the first occurrence of this nature, his Excellency directs that you will give up 
the boat (“ baleeira ”) that was detained, and the barrel, the latter being dispatched previously. 

As to the sailing-papers of the said “ baleeira,” which amount to nothing more than a simple license from the 
Government, let that be passed; the coast-guard, nevertheless, acted properly in giving the order. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) BERNARDINO ANTONIO FERREIRA. 


Inclosure 13 in No. 67. 
The Administrator of the Custom-house to the Secretary-General to the Government. 


(Translation.) 

Sir, Custom-house of Loanda, October 12, 1861. 
EDMUND GABRIEL having been for a long time in the habit of signing in this Department the entry 

and security papers (“‘ termos”’) as consignee of vessels coming to this port, consigned to him, with coal, stone, 

and other articles, I request you to be pleased to tell me if, under present circumstances, his Excellency thinks he 

ought to be permitted to sign in this way, seeing that there is in this fiscal house a suit of contraband (‘ tomadia”) 

in which the said Edmund Gabriel is implicated. 





God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOAQUIM EUGENIO FERREIRA, Administrator. 
No. 68. 
Consul Sir H. Huntley to Earl Russell.—(Received February 1, 1862.) ° 
(No. 26.) 
My Lord, Loanda, November 24, 1861. 


I HAVE the honour to place before your Lordship copies of a correspondence 
which has passed between the Secretary of the Government, under the direction of 
his Excellency the Governor-General, and myself, upon the subject of a protest, 
herewith transmitted, which has been presented by the master of the Portuguese 
brigantine “ Tarugo Secundo,” representing that his vessel was illegally boarded and 
searched in the Bay of Equimina, when lying at anchor there, south of Benguela, in 
waters subject to the dominion of the Crown of Portugal, by Her Britannic 
Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” on the llth April, 1861. 

The only positive information that I am able to convey to Foe Lordship with 
relation to this affair is, that Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto” could not have been the 
vessel of war which boarded the “ Tarugo Secundo,” because at that time Captain 
Raby, who commands the “ Alecto,” was with his ship to the north of the equator 
then commanding the division of the British ships of war stationed in the Bights of 
Benin and Biafra. 

It is, however, the case that Her aeieiy's ship ‘ Prometheus” was at the time 
specified in the locality of the bay mentioned, and possibly the “Tarugo Secundo’ 
may have been boarded by that cruizer. ; , 

Your Lordship will, I trust, approve of my having forwarded copies of the 
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several papers to Commodore William Edmonstone, whose inquiries probably will 
fully illustrate the case. 

I may point out a discrepancy in the statements of the Secretary of the Govern- 
ment and the master of the “Tarugo Secundo,” the Secretary stating that the 
master was “obliged to go on board the steamer ‘ Alecto,’” the master declaring 
that he refused to leave his vessel, and that the officers of the vessel of war went 
away without him. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 


Inclosure | in No. 68. 
The. Secretary-General to the Government to Consul Sir H. Huntley. 





(Translation. ) 
Sir, Loanda, November 18, 1861. 
BY order of his Exce:lency the Governor-General of this province, I remit to you a copy of the protest which 
has been presented by the captain of the Portuguese brig “« Tarugo Secundo ” against the proceedings of the English 
steamer of war “ Alecto” towards her. At this time the said vessel was anchored in the Portuguese port of 
Equimina, to the south of Benguela, and was entered by an armed force, rigorously examined, the papers many 
times threatened to be seized, the captain obliged to go on board the steamer, so that he was kept from his vessel 
ten or twelve hours, during which time he was told she could be made a prize. 

This proceeding, as you will see, is a manifest violation of the I]Ird and IVth Articles of the Treaty of the 
3rd of July, 1842, and is of much consideration with regard to the flag, the territory, and, consequently, to the 
dignity and rights of the Portuguese nation. 


His Excellency therefore hopes that by sending you in this manner the information, the Government of Her 
Britannic Majesty will provide against the recurrence of such treatment. 


God preserve, &c. (Signed ) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 68. 


Protest of José d Oliveira Fannes, Captain of the Portuguese brig “ Tarugo Secundo.” 
( Translation.) 

I, THE Undersigned, Captain of the Portuguese patacho ‘“‘ Tarugo Secundo,” declare that, having sailed from 
Loanda the 26th day of March, 1861, bound to the ports of the south, with a colonial cargo, as manifested, and 
having arrived in the port of Equimina the 6th cay of April, I anchored at 3 p.M. to trade in this port with the 
widow Tarugo and Sons, owners of vessels and merchants of Lisbon, with legality and the rights of national 
commerce. 

On the 11th of the same month, at 7 p.m., was boarded and searched by a boat from the English steamer 
of war “ Alecto,” which sent a midshipman on board, with a crew all armed, and required of me the papers of 
the vessel, which I presented, notwithstanding that I was in a Portuguese harbour, a foreign vessel having no 
right to visit mine there according to the existing Treaties. However, against force no resistance was offered. 
The said officer examined the papers, reserving myself to give the necessary information to the Governor-General 
on my return to Loanda. 

The officer, after having examined the papers, asked me leave to fire a pistol as a signal to the steamer. | 
consented, and it was done. The signal not being acknowledged, he asked me for a lantern, to be placed as a 
guide at the mast-head, which I ordered to be done. The midshipmen then, without asking my leave, fired a 
musket. Hear:ng this another boat came, and a Lieutenant leaped up with another armed crew, and going down 
to the cabin, asked me afresh for the papers, and examined them some time. This Lieutenant intimated that he 
should weigh the anchor and detain the vessel. To this I replied that I protested for all and whatever might 
happen from the detention of the vessel, and that if he so intended to send his men, and take possession, 
declaring that my men would unite with me in protesting against illegalities and infringements of the law. The 
officer said he did not understand me. Then all the men came on deck, separated about the vessel, and searched 
everywhere. 

At 9 p.m. the two officers returned to the cabin, examined the papers afresh, and then required me to 
weigh the anchor, which I refused to do, when they asked me if I had an English flag on board. I said no. 
Then again they desired me to weigh the anchor. I persisted in refusing, declaring that if they decided upon 
taking the vessel, they might do so, and that I protested for the vessel and cargo. They declared they could not 
understand me, and they said many other things. 

Then the Lieutenant of the steamer said he should report what had occurred to the Commander, leaving on 
board, to guard the vessel, the Midshipman, with an armed boat’s crew. Sentries were posted at the gangways, 
and thus they had possession of the vessel. The steamer came near to speak to me, asking how many fathoms 
of water | had. I replied nine. Then, speaking to the Midshipman, ordered him to bring the papers on board ; 
and it being required of me, I refused, declaring that they might see the papers on board, but that they should 
not go out of my power. They then intimated to me to go into one of the boats of the steamer. I also 
refused this. Then, after another examination, they left the vessel, when, the steamer “ Africa” passing in sight, 
coming from the south, they weighed and followed in the direction of that vessel. 

I protest against all these offensive and vexatious proceedings of the English steamer of war “ Alecto,” 
the visit which she made on the 11th of April to the vessel in my command being against the express stipulation 
of the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, finding myself in a Portuguese port, within the limits which are not allowed 
to be violated by any vessel, as well as the cruizing ships which are not permitted to act vexatiously as vessels 
which visit, nor to seize the papers of vessels having law and right to navigate. 

Equimina, April 12, 1861. 

(Signed) JOSE D’OLIVEIRA FANNES, Captoin. 
BERNADO MARTINS. 
GEVRAS SANTO PIAGS, &c. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 68. 
Consul Sir H. Huntley to the Secretary-General to the Government. 


Illustrious Sir, Loanda, Ni 
. » November 21, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to have received your despatch of the 18th instant, accompanied by a Protest made by 
the master of the Portuguese patacho “ Tarugo Secundo,” alleging that his vessel was boarded and illegally treated in 
oy = of Equimina, within the dominion of Portugal, on the llth April last, by Her Britannic Majesty's ship 
I beg leave, in reply, to state that I immediately informed Captain Raby, wh “ ” 
is ne in this —_ of the —, preferred by the master of the —_—— fo 
aptain Raby at once proved to me that he was, at the time mentioned. on th th i 
the division of the British squadron stationed in the Bights of Benin and Biafra. ie adie 
I shall, however, feel it my imperative duty to forward a copy of your letter, as well as one of the Protest. to 
Commodore Edmonstone, who commands the British squadron employed upon this portion of the coast of Africa. 
by the vessel of war which will proceed to him after having left here the mail in December, and I beg that you will 
assure his Excellency the Governor-General that Commodore Edmonstone will lose no time in making the necessary 
inquiries. : 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 
No. 69. 
; Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No. 5.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, February 24, 1862. 


I HAVE received your despatch No. 60 of the 22nd November last, and, in 
reply, I have to acquaint you that I approve of your having engaged the services 
of Mr. Wm. Peixoto as a temporary Clerk, and | authorize your paying to hima 
salary at the rate of 16/.a-month until the arrival at Loanda of Mr. Hewett, the 
Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, who has recently left this country on his 
way to his post via Lisbon. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 70. 


~_— Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received March 14.) 
(No. +) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 1, 1862. 
WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that there has been no case 
adjudicated before the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission in this city during 
the last six months. 
We have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUMD GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 71. 


' Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received April 2.) 
(No. 4. 
My Lord, Loanda, January 8, 1362. 

THE belief we expressed, in our Annual Report dated the 10th October last, 
as to the increase of the practice which has recently sprung up in this province of 
removing slaves to St. Thomas’, has, we regret to say, been fully verified. 

2. Asa proof of this, we now beg leave to hand to your Lordship a list of the 
vessels conveying those negroes which have sailed from this port during the last 
three months, from which it will be seen that 467 have been embarked, under 
different denominations, in that period. This added to the number reported in our 
above-mentioned despatch, makes upwards of 900 that have been shipped within 
the year just expired. 

3. On the arrival of Commodore Edmonstone at this place in Her Majesty's 
ship “ Arrogant,” in November last, we fully communicated to him the extent to 
which this practice has been carried. We also handed to him for perusal a copy of 
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our despatch to your Lordship No. 51 of last year’s series, and we solicited his 
attention to this very important subject, because Her Majesty's Commissioner sees 
most clearly that it is the decided intention of the Governor-General to sanction the 
continuance of this practice without restriction, and it even already promises, if not 
‘checked, to rival in extent and importance the scheme adopted by the Government 
of France for supplying its possessions in the West Indies with labourers. 

4, Commodore Edmonstone and Her Majesty’s Commissioner had an interview 
with the Governor-General on the subject, and the Commodore pointed out to his 
Excellency that, in the event of any of the vessels conveying these negroes being 
met at sea by Her Majesty’s cruizers, the officers sent to board them cat expe- 
rience some difficulty in ascertaining whether such negroes were really in the 
enjoyment of their freedom or not; and, in reply, the Governor-General immediately 
produced a number of printed papers, which, he said, were the passports to be given 
to every negro about to be embarked on board a vessel then on the eve of her 
departure from this se for St. Thomas’; and he added, that he did not consider 
that Her Majesty’s officers had any right whatever to look beyond those passports, 
inasmuch as they were in themselves a sufficient guarantee that the negroes are not 
slaves. : 

5. From this view of the matter Mr. Gabriel felt it his duty to express his 
dissent, and he added that, although it was not known to him what measures the 
Local Government takes to satisfy itself that these negroes are in every case to be 
considered “free,” he had strong reason to believe that gross frauds had been 
committed by many of the parties who apply for these passports. Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner stated, moreover, that, in his opinion, the passports upon which the 
Governor-General laid so much stress neither conferred liberty nor afforded any 
proof whatever that the negroes in question were not held in slavery, and that those 
passports, on the arrival of the vessels at St. Thomas’, became so many valueless 
pieces of paper. Mr. Gabriel did not hesitate, further, to express it as his opinion 
that, if Her Majesty’s naval authorities exercised the power conferred on them 
under the Convention of the 3rd July, 1842, it would be found that these negroes 
were carried off by force, and doomed to compulsory separation from their own 
country ; that they belonged, in fact, to parties who, under the specious pretence of 
requiring labourers for the cultivation of their estates, buy the negroes brought to 
them by dealers in slaves, and, whatever form of emancipation may be gone through, 
ship them to St. Thomas’ as objects of commerce, in open violation of the Treaty- 
engagements which have been entered into by His Most Faithful Majesty. 

6. His Excellency strenuously denied that the negroes were destined to be sold 
at St. Thomas’ ; but Mr. Gabriel, without stopping to argue that point, submitted, 
that to constitute slave-trading it is not necessary that the parties who buy slaves 
should intend to sell them again, because, if the criminality of the transaction 
depended on the subsequent sale, then the landed proprietors in Cuba might carry 
on the Traffic with impunity, if, instead of buying slaves from the adventurers who 
bring them from Africa, they were to send out vessels to this coast on their account, 
and, by means of their own agents, purchase slaves for their own use. 

7. The Governor-General expressed a decided unwillingness to abandon, or 
even to restrict, the system now being pursued; and the interview terminated by 
Commodore Edmonstone’s informing iin that he should at once bring the matter 
Ka the notice of the Admiralty, and solicit instructions for his guidance 
thereon. 

8. An instance recently occurred here of one of these negroes attempting to 
commit suicide, when being marched down to the beach for embarkation. He was 
immediately conveyed to the hospital, and soon afterwards, at his master’s request, 
removed from thence to the jail, where he was kept in close confinement. Subse- 
quently, under an escort of police, he was removed from the jail to be taken on 
board another vessel about to sail for St. Thomas’, but, after wounding one of the 
guard, he fled and made his escape. 

9. 1t is needless, my Lord, for us to expatiate upon the evils necessarily conse- 
quent upon this new form of Slave 'I'rade, It is not without considerable pain that 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner begs to observe, in conclusion, that, in his opinion, 
this matter offers no hope of being set at rest here; and, as we are persuaded that 
nothing short of the most stringent instructions from the Home Government will 
induce the local authorities in this province to put an end to it, we can only, there- 
fore, anxiously await the result of any representations which your Lordship may 
have instructed Her Majesty’s Minister to the Court of the King of Portugal to 
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make, with a view of preventing this very serious evil from being continued, or 
becoming, as it assuredly will if not promptly checked, more frequent by 


impunity. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V.. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 71. 


A List of Vessels which have Sailed from the Port of Loanda for St. Thomas, between October 1, 1861, and 
January 8, 1862. 








Name of Vessel. 





Rig. 





|  Pretos 
livres.” 



































Oct. 2] D. Antonia . .. | Steamer A. J. Ramalho 10 52 
» 8] Andorinha do Tejo ..| Brig E. A. Pereira : 12 
» 21] Zaire a2 --| Steamer C. C. de F. Ferreira . 8 79 

Dec. 6] D. Pedro .. .-| Ditto .| J. P. Leit&o 10 70 
» 8] Tarugoll.. ..| Brigantine ..] J. d’O. Faneco 10 20 
» 10] Sofia sa ..| Brig ..| A. Netto 10 25 
» 25 | Liberdado .. ..| Brigantine ..| J. A. Esteves ‘0 21 

Jan. 8] Estaphania . .. | Steamer T. A. Oliveira vs 118 

48 397 
48 
22 
467 
St. Paul de Loanda, January 8, 1862. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


H. V. HUNTLEY. 








No. 72. 


rn Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell—(Received March 14.) 
0. 5.) , 
My Lord, Uoanda, January 15, 1862. 

WE have great pleasure in announcing to your Lordship the further successful 
proceedings of Her Majesty’s steamer “ Ranger,” Commander Wratislaw, employed 
in the suppression of the Slave Trade on this part of the coast. 

2. On the Ist instant, whilst cruizing off Mangue Grande, and within a few 
miles of the spot in which she captured the ‘‘ Lyra” in October last, the ‘ Ranger ” 
observed a vessel of suspicious appearance, and proceeding in chase, shortly after- 
wards succeeded in capturing a schooner with about 500 slaves, who had been 
embarked two days previously. 

3. There were neither papers nor colours on board, and Commander Wratislaw 
immediately dispatched her to St. Helena for adjudication in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court at that place. 

- We have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





‘ No. 73. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.— (Received April 2.) 


Ag 6.) 
y Lord, Loanda, January 27, 1862. 


IN pursuance of the instructions issued for the guidance of Her Majesty’s 
.Commissioners at this place, requiring them to transmit, at the end of anh yous a 
Crass A. 
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certified copy of the Register of Slaves who may be emancipated under sentence of 
the Court, we have now the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, the 
register in question made up to the end of the year 1861. ; 

No register was sent for 1860, owing to the Sees difficulty which Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner has experienced, since resuming his duties, in ascertaining correctly 
the number of negroes surviving from those captured in the launches “ Tigre” and 
“ Paquete de Moanda,” adjudicated in October of that year, and how they had been 
distributed or disposed of. 

Mr. Gabriel has only within the last week succeeded, with the assistance of 
the Curator of the Board of Superintendence, in obtaining the information requisite 
to enable us to complete this register; and, under these circumstances, we have 
deemed it best to make it up to the end of the past: year, and to include in it, not 
only the number of slaves from the above-mentioned vessels, but also from the 
“ Maria Isabel,” adjudicated on the 6th March, 1861, which were delivered into the 
charge of the Board of Superintendence at its first meeting on the Ist May last. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 73. 


Recister of Slaves, Natives of Africa. liberated by the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission established 
in the City of St. Paul de Loanda. 





Vessel in which Captured. Observations, 


eg 

= 

3 

£. 

s 
Number of Slaves 
Liberated. 
Number of Slaves 
Superintendence. 
In the enjoyment 
of full liberty, 





~ 


Portuguese boat, without name.| 4 “ | .. | Enlisted in the Portuguese navy. 


- 
Oo 


3 | 1] Two enlisted in the Portuguese land 
forces. 

40 sine 2| 5 | The survivors of the slaves captured in 
this vessel were delivered over to the 
Department of Public Works at 
Loanda, on September 1, 1860. Sen- 
tence was not pronounced on the 
“Tigre” until the 30th October fol- 
lowing; and no record exists to show 
how many were surviving on that 
date, They remained in charge of 
the Department of Public Works 
until May 1, 1861, when 40 only were 
handed over to the Board of Super- 
intendence for disposal. 


Portuguese launch “ Fortuna” . | 20 


Portuguese launch “Tigre” . 70 





Portuguese palhabote “ Paquete| 3| 2 
de pee 

Portuguese launch “ Maria 33 
Isabel” 


27 ae 1 | ... | The 33 slaves captured in this launch 
were delivered over to the Depart- 
ment of Public Works in January 
1861, Sentence was not pronounced 
until the 6th March following, and no 
record exists to show how many were 
surviving on thatday. They remained 
in charge of the above-mentioned 
Department until May 1, 1861, when 
27 only were handed over to the 


: Board of Superintendence. 





Slaves liberated in 1845 - - 2 = - + + 4 | Liberated slaves deceased - - - = ~ - = 6 

Ditto 1848 - - = = = = += 20 Ditto absconded - 25 2+ = © «= 8 

Ditto 16600 - - - + = - +48 | Intheenjoyment of fullliberty- - - - - -20 

Ditto 1861 - - «= = = «= +27 | Existing on December 31, 186) - = © = «© 62 

Total number of slaves liberated up to December 31, 1861 - 96 96 
Loanda, January 27, 1862. (Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
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No. 74. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell, No. 7, January 27, 1862. 


[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





No. 75. 


iss Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received April 2.) 

(No. 8. 

My Lord, Loanda, January 27, 1862. 
WE are honoured with your Lordship’s despatch No. 20 of the 18th November 

last, informing us of the appointment of Mr. E. H. Hewett as Clerk to Her Majesty’s 

Commissioners, and inclosing, for our information and guidance, a copy of a letter 

which you had addressed to Mr. Hewett on his appointment. 

e sageateny beg to tender to your Lordship our warmest thanks for this 
communication, and to assure you that we shall not fail to guide ourselves by the 
instructions contained in the above-mentioned letter respecting the payment of 
Mr. Hewett’s salary. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) KDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 76. 


(No. 9.) Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received April 12.) 
om oj - 
My Lord, Loanda, January 31, 1862. 

WE have the honour to inclose herewith the joint Report of the British and 
Portuguese Commissioners which Article XI of Annex B makes it incumbent on 
them to transmit annually to each Government. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 76. 
Annual Report of the Mixed Commission. 


Report for the year 1861, which the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission established at St. Paul de Loanda 
in virtue of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, concluded between Great Britain and Portugal for the Suppres- 
sion of the Slave Trade, is to transmit to each of the respective Governments, in conformity with Article XI 
of Annex B to the said Treaty. 


1. Cases submitted for Adjudication. 


1. The launch “ Maria Isabel,” belonging to Joaquim Martins Pamplona, Portuguese subject. 

This launch, having on board a cargo of slaves which she had shipped near Ambrizette for conveyance to the 
River Congo, was chased by His Most Faithful Majesty's cruizer “ Don Pedro V,” on the 20th January, 1861, 
in latitude 6° 46’ south, ond longitude 12° 35’ east, and on the approach of that cruizer was upset. 

Thirty-three slaves only out of her cargo of eighty were subsequently rescued from drowning, and one of 
the crew, a native of Cabinda, was captured. 

The case was brought before the Mixed Commission in a despatch from Lieutenant F. P. de V. Pinho, 
commanding the “ Don Pedro V,” dated January 23, 1861, which vessel having on board the 33 slaves referred to, 
arrived in this port on that date. . 

The Court met to take cognizance of the case on the 20th February, 1861, and the Cabinda man who had 
been saved from the “ Maria Isabel” having been examined, declared that all the slaves which had been 
brought to this port in the “Don Pedro V” were taken from the launch “ Maria Isabel,” whereof Pamplona 
and one Oliveira, residing at Ponta da Lenha, were owners; and that the said launch having been upset at sea, 
when chased by the ‘ Don Pedro V,” some slaves had been drowned, but that all the crew had been saved by 
swimming on shore. me ; 

A sitting for the judgment of the case was held on the 6th March, when the Commissioners decided that the 
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circumstances under which this vessel had been destroyed, warranted them in proceeding to pronounce a sentence 
" of emancipation on the 33 slavos saved from the “ Maria Isabel,” and they deectad that certificates of emancipa- 
tion should be given to them accordingly. 

%. The English brig “Lord of the Isles,” belonging to R. A. Granger, of the Cape of Good Hope, John 
McKenzie, Master, detained on the 24th day of January, 1861, by the Fiscal Authorities at Mossamedes, on’ 
suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

This ship arrived at Loanda on the 5th February, 1861, and the case was submitted to the Court in a 
despatch from the General Government of the Province, covering copies of all papers and documents transmitted 
by the Portuguese authorities at Mossamedes, relating to the detention of the “ Zord of the Isles.” 

On the 6th March, 1861, the Court of Mixed Commission having assembled for the purpose of considering 
the question of its competency to take cognizance of the case of the “ Lord of the Isles,” resolved that this vessel 
having been detained by the Fiscal authorities of Mossamedes, under the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, 
and whilst at anchor in that port, and not having been seized by any British or Portuguese cruizer in virtue of 
the Treaty of 8rd July, 1842, under which the Mixed Commission is established, the case did not fall within the 
jurisdiction of the Court, but appertained to the “ Tribunal de Prezas,” created by the Decree of the 14th of 
September, 1844. 

The Court therefore ordered that all the papers and documents respecting the detention of the “ Lord of 
the Isles” should be returned to the General Government of this Province for the necessary and legal purposes. 


2. Condition of the Liberated Negroes. 


All the negroes liberated by this Commission prior to 1860 have been granted their full and permanent 
liberty. 

In 1860 there were 75 negroes captured on board two launches, the “ Paguete de Moanda” and “ Tigre,” 
brought before this Commission for adjudication, and condemned on the 6th October of that year. 

In 1861, 33 negroes were captured on board the “ Maria Isabel,” which vessel was condemned on the 
6th of March. 

These together make 108 negroes capiured in the two ycars above-mentioned; of which number 98 survivors 
were delivered to the Department of Public Works as follows :— 


September 1, 1860 avs a8 « oe as or a 56 
September 17, 1860 Per fis oe ay os oe ee 9 
January 1861 .. ee oe oe . + ee . 33 

Total .. a a we a ae 98 


and that they remained there until the Board of Superintendence met for the first time on the Ist May, 1861. 

On that date the Board took charge of the negroes then reported as existing in the Department of Public 
Works, altogether 72, whereof his Excellency the Governor-General is intormed that 17 died and 9 absconded ; 
and on the 15th of the same month it authorized their being distributed as follows :— 


To private individuals .. ate oa ie R6 sia oe 24 
Municipal Chamber - =i +e “s oe oe me 41 
Department of Public Works #6 ste y aa se on 6 
Government Depét we a ee ac ee oe te 1 

Total . us on “6 a it 72 


Of these 4 have died and 7 have absconded during the past year, leaving, on the present date, 61 liberated 
negroes under the charge of the Board of Superintendence. 


8. General Information respecting Liberated Negroes. 


‘On the 23rd of November, 1861, 27 of the negroes which had been temporarily conceded to the Municipal 
Chamber were returned to the Government Depét, the Chamber no longer requiring their services. Twenty-three 
of them were ore yaary distributed out to private individuals by the Board of Superintendence ; one has since 
died in the hospital, and three are still in charge of the Provincial Government. 

The whole of the negroes now under the charge of the Board are in good health, and well treated by their 
respective masters. They are, for the most part, young, none being more than 25 years of age, and the majority 
of them about 18. They are generallly employed as domestic servants, but from the short time which has elapsed 
since they were actually placed under the care and supervision of the Curator, no satisfactory report can yet be 
cabeuitted: as to the progress made by them in their religious education. 

Hall of Sessions of the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission at 

St. Paul de Loanda, January 30, 1862. 





(Signed) SEB. LOPES DE CALHEIROS E MENEZES, EDMUND GABRIEL, - 
Governor-General. British Commissioner. 
No. 77. 
wo1ey er Matte Commissioners to Earl Russell. (Received May 4.) 
(No. 12.) 
My Lord, Loanda, February 28, 1862. 


WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that the American barque 
** White Cloud,” which has so frequently appeared in the lists of suspected slavers 
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transmitted to us by your Lordship, arrived in the River Congo a few days since, 
and, we are happy to say, met a just and well-merited end. In endeavouring to 
ascend that river, she grounded off a point called Scotchman’s Head; and the 
natives, who have erg | given a good deal of trouble to the Europeans residing 
there, made a dash at her in force with a number of canoes, and were soon in 
possession of her. 

2. The captain and crew immediately abandoned the vessel; and, destitute of 
everything but the clothes they stood in, arrived at the French factory at the 
mouth of the river. Four of the crew, being too ill to accompany the rest, were left 
on board the barque; these the natives subsequently put into a boat, and giving 
them one oar, sent them drifting out to sea, where they were afterwards picked up. 

3. On taking possession of the “ White Cloud,” the natives proceeded to destroy 
the rigging and plunder the whole of the cargo, consisting principally of agoardente, 
tobacco, and slave-fittings; and so quickly and effectually was she stripped of 
everything, that when the slave-dealers at Ponta de Lenha sent their boats to the 
vessel's assistance, it was deemed best to complete the work of destruction by 
setting her on fire, which they accordingly did. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 78. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Recewved May 4.) 
No. 13.) 
M y Lord, Loanda, March 7, 1862. 

THE great irregularity and uncertainty which has attended the receipt of 
correspondence for this place, forwarded by the West African packets to Fernando 
Po, has more than once been the subject of complaint from this Commission, but 
we are not aware that two such remarkable instances as those we are now about to 
bring under your Lordship’s notice ever before occurred. — 

2. All the correspondence, public and private, for this place, and other ports 
south of Fernando Po, and for the American ships of war stationed on this coast, 
are very properly put by the Post Office authorities in England into the Fernando 
Po bag, beyond which the vessels of the Royal African Mail Steam- Packet Company 
do not run. They can only, therefore, be received from the Post Office agent at 
that island. The mails, however, for Her Majesty’s fleet are made up separately, 
and the whole of them delivered to any of Her Majesty’s ships which may demand 
them from the mail agent on board the packets. 

3. The packet which left England on the 23rd September last, conveying to us 

‘our Lordship’s despatches Nos. 16, 17, and 18 of last year and others, met Her 
Majesty's ship “ Arrogant ” prior to her arrival at Fernando Po, and delivered to 
that vessel the mails for Her Majesty’s ships, including those on this division of the 
station, but not, for the reason above stated, the Loanda mail. Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Philomel” was in company with the “ Arrogant :” the bags for the ships on 
this part of the station were brought down in the “ Arrogant,” and the “ Philomel 

received orders to proceed to the Bonny River on sume special service, and from 
thence to this place. In her course from the Bonny to Loanda the “ Philomel 

could not well avoid passing within sight of Fernando Po. We believe, indeed, 
that she actually did pass under steam within a few miles of the port, where, as it 
must have been perfectly well known, the mails for Loanda, for the different places 
in this neighbourhood, and for the American squadron, were then lying waiting a 
conveyance. She did, however, stop her engines to receive those mails, and the 
consequence was that your Lordship’s despatches above-mentioned did not reach us 
until nearly a month later than they might have done. ; 

4, Her Majesty’s Commissioner yen to Commodore Edmonstone on this 
subject when the “ Arrogant” was last here; but as that officer referred to some 
rather peculiar circumstances, which, he said, prevented him from allowing the 
“Philomel” to stop off the port of Fernando Po, and receive the Loanda mails, . 
we took no further notice of the matter, and refrained from troubling your Lordship 
with it. 

Crass A. Z 
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5. Another case, however, has just occurred, which shows, we respectfully submit, 
how little importance is attached to the transmission of our correspondence from 
England. The packet which left Liverpool on the 24th January last, on this occa- 
sion delivered the mails for the squadron to Her Majesty’s ship “ Arrogant” at 
Sierra Leone, we believe, and that vessel proceeded with them to Fernando Po, 
where she found one Her Majesty’s cruizers, which had been specially detached from 
this division to proceed there. 

6. The bags for the different ships on the South Coast were transferred from the 
“ Arrogant” to the said cruizer, and the latter being ordered to return to this part 
of the station sailed from Fernando Po only forty-eight hours before the packet 
from England was due. The consequence is that it will probably be another month 
before the January mail, now lying at Fernando Po, reaches us. What may have 
been the exigencies of the service which prevented the vessel proceeding to the south 
from waiting at Fernando Po a few hours to receive the mails for Loanda, and for 
the United States’ ship of war “ Saratoga,” then anxiously awaiting her letters in 
this harbour, it is impossible for us to say. We believe that she was also the bearer 
of orders from Commodore Edmonstone for Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto ” to proceed 
to Lagos, en route to England ; but as we understand that that vessel is not to leave 
Lagos until about a fortnight or three weeks hence, and the voyage from this port 
to Lagos, coaling at Fernando Po, would not occupy more than eight days, it does 
not appear that the “ Alecto’s ” departure from this division could have been such 
a very emergent matter as to render it of any material importance whether the 
orders in question reached her forty-eight hours sooner or later. 

7. In a letter from Mr. Bernal Osborne to the Earl of Clarendon dated the 
26th December, 1855, a copy of which was transmitted, for our information, in his 
Lordship’s despatch of the 21st January, 1856, it is stated that “ the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty had repeated their instructions to the Admiral on this 
station to avail himself of every opportunity of forwarding the mail-bags for Loanda 
by any of Her Majesty’s ships proceeding down the coast.” 

How far the circumstances which we have now had the honour to detail may 
be in consonance with those instructions we leave your Lordship to judge; and, in 
conclusion, we only deem it necessary to add that, however distressing this incon- 
venience may be in a private point of view, it is alone on public grounds that we 
have taken the liberty of submitting these remarks. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 79. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell—(Received May 4.) 
(No. 14.) 
My Lord, Loanda, March 8, 1862. 


ADVERTING to the reports which it has recently been our painful duty to 
make to your Lordship, regarding the system of transporting slaves from this 
Province to the Island of St. ‘Thomas, we think it right to lose no time in informing 
your Lordship that the Portuguese brig ‘“ Sophia,” which sailed hence on the 
10th December last with 35 of these negroes, and having also a quantity of cattle 
on board for St. Thomas, has succeeded in shipping a cargo of 600 slaves in the 
Congo, and, with the Portuguese flag flying, left that river in the early part of last 
month for Cuba. 

We have received this information from different reliable sources here, and it 
has just been confirmed by Commander Raby, V.C., of Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” 
who recently visited the Congo, and was made acquainted with the fact by three 
persons employed in the English and Dutch factories there. 

2. Commander Raby has been for some time past employed as Senior Officer of 
this Division of the squadron, and departed yesterday on his voyage to England via 
Lagos. He has always afforded us his most cordial and zealous co-operation 
carrying out our duties here. He is, moreover, thoroughly acquainted with in 
everything that is passing in this province, and as your ra Fe may be desirous 
of receiving the latest information regarding the proceedings of the slave-dealers on 
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this coast, we have no doubt of the capability of Commander Raby to inform you 
upon the subject. 

3. We purpose bringing the circumstance of the escape of the “ Sophia” under 
the notice of the Governor-General, and urging him to enforce the penalties of the 
law against the parties concerned in this criminal transaction. We shall hereafter 
have the honour to lay the result before your Lordship. 

4. In the meantime it is our disagreeable duty to state that the practice of 
embarking negroes at this port for St. Thomas continues to be carried on in the 
most open and scandalous manner. 

5. The Portuguese brigantine “Clé” left this harbour to-day with 40 of these 
negroes on board, shipped by a Portuguese subject here named José de Jesus 
Rodrigues, who, as we are informed, purchases them at the rate of about 30 dollars 
each, and—some form of emancipation having been gone through—they will, no 
doubt, appear in the ensuing week’s official Gazette as “ pretos livres ;” but we are 
told on very credible authority that small coasting-craft, palhabotes, schooners, 
and large launches, the names of which do not appear, in the lists of departures 
published in that journal, are constantly sailing hence with cargoes of these 
unfortunate beings destined for St. Thomas. ; 

6. Although a period of five months has elapsed since we had the honour of 
bringing this important matter prominently under your Lordship’s notice, we 
have not, in consequence of the great delay which attends the receipt of your Lord- 
ship's despatches at this place, been honoured by your instructions thereon. 

We now respectfully beg leave to state, that should Her Majesty’s Government. 
think proper to issue directions to the officer in command of Her Majesty’s naval 
forces on this station to intercept and examine strictly every vessel that may be 
fallen in with at sea, conveying these negroes hence to St. Thomas, we think 
there would be no difficulty, should it meet with your Lordship’s approval, in 
providing each of Her Majesty’s cruizers on this Division with a native seaman t¢ 
serve as interpreter in any inquiries which the boarding officers might deem it 
requisite to make of the negroes. 

7. We have only to add, my Lord, that each succeeding act of the local 
authorities confirms us in the conviction that neither humanity nor justice in this 
matter can be expected at their hands. We cannot indulge in the hope that any 
measures of prevention or punishment may be expected from the Government here, 
and it is alone to the decision and energy of Her Majesty’s Government that we 
must look for the enforcement of that Treaty, the stipulations of which are now 
being systematically violated. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 


No. 80. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received May 4.) 

(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Loanda, March 12, 1862. , 

SINCE writing our preceding despatch, it has occurred to Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner, as a circumstance not unworthy of being brought under your Lord- 
ship’s cognizance, that some of the largest shareholders in the ‘* Uniiio Mercantil 
Company, whose steamers run between this place and Lisbon, are British subjects 
residing in that city and in London, and as a great proportion of the negroes now 
being shipped to St. Thomas are conveyed in those steamers, we beg leave to 
submit whether the parties referred to cannot be held to be amenable to the statutes 
prohibiting Her Majesty’s subjects from aiding and abetting the Slave Trade, or 
embarking capital therein, and liable to the penalties prescribed for those 
penalties. a a ad 

2. Should it be found that the employment of British capital in such a manner 
comes within the prohibitions and terms of the 4th, §th, and 10th sections of the 
Consolidated Slave Trade Abolition Act (5 Geo, IV, - ere we do not hesitate 
to say that, in our opinion, even a warning from Her Majesty's Government to the 
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British subjects interested in the “ Unido Mercantil” Company might have a very 
salutary effect. 
3. We forward this, together with our preceding despateh, under flying seal, to 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 81. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received May 12.) 
(No. 16.) 
My Lord, Loanda, March 25, 1862. 


WE have the honour to inclose a copy of a despatch which we have addressed 
to the Governor-General, in pursuance of the intention intimated in our correspond- 
ence by the last packet respecting the escape of the Portuguese ig! “ Sophia” with 
a cargo of slaves, and the forcible conveyance of negroes from this province to 
St. Thomas. 

2. We are not sanguine, my Lord, as to any favourable effect being produced 
by the representations which we have felt it our duty to submit to the Governor- 
General in this despatch, but, pending the receipt of his Excellency’s reply, we 
forbear to express any further opinion on this point. In the meanwhile, however, 
we may be permitted to say, that we humbly hope your instructions, in reply to the 
despatches which we have already had the honour to address to you, may enable us 
successfully to combat the course which is now being pursued. 

3. Your Lordship will find that in the inclosed despatch reference is made to a 
case which recently came to our knowledge, in which between 30 and 40 of these 
negroes were embarked in a small palhabote of less than twenty-five tons, which 
was afterwards met at sea, off the River Congo, by a Portuguese merchant-vessel, 
and, being short of water, the unfortunate beings destined for St. Thomas were in 
a state of great suffering. ' 

On mentioning this circumstance to the Governor-General, and pointing out to 
him that the Portuguese law regulating the conveyance of emigrants prescribes 
that not more than 2 are to be received on board for each five tons burthen of the 
vessel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner was immediately met by the expression of his 
Excellency’s opinion that the law in question referred only to the conveyance of 
emigrants in voyages on the high seas, but that in coasting voyages no limit as to 
number was prescribed. Senhor Calheiros, contrary to the expectation of Her 
Majesty’s Commissioner, argued that voyages between this Colony and St. Thomas 
are strictly coasting voyages, and that, therefore, the law to which Mr. Gabriel 
alluded was not applicable to vessels conveying negroes from the one Colony to the 
other. 

Her Majesty’s Commissioner never, throughout his long residence here, heard 
it advanced before that the trade between this province and St. Thomas is, or can 
be considered as, coasting trade. ‘The Colonies are under separate and distinct 
Governments, wholly independent of each other, and we believe that the laws and 
Customs regulations of each, regarding coasting trade, are never applied to vessels 
sailing between them. 

4. Referring to the last paragraph of the inclosed despatch, Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner begs to state that he deemed it expedient to insert it in consequence 
of an observation which fell from the Governor-General at a recent interview 
between them. . 

When discussing the subject of transporting negroes to St. Thomas, Senhor 
Calheiros expressed his belie! that the public feeling in England which had 
prompted all the sacrifices made by her in favour of the African race was not now 
so strong as formerly, and that the policy of other European Powers on the subject 
of slavery had, of late years, been somewhat modified. 

What may have given rise to such a remark on the part of the Governor- 
General, Mr. Gabriel will not presume to say ; but he thought it his duty at once to 
undeceive his Excellency on this point, and to declare his conviction that neither 
the views of the persons at present composing the Government and Council of Her 
Majesty, nor the feeling of the nation at large, had undergone any change on the 
question of slavery and the Slave Trade, and that most assuredly no lukewarmness, 
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no relaxation of the measures of suppression adopted by your Lordship and the 
Administration of Viscount Palmerston was to be expected. 


__ 5. Her Majesty’s Commissioner begs to assure your Lordship that he shall not 
fail to keep his attention directed closely to the subject of the removal of slaves 
hence to St. Thomas, and he hopes to be honoured with the support of Her Majesty's 


Government in opposing a system which, if not put an end to, must encourage and 
revive the Slave Trade here in all its force. 


We have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 


P.S.—We transmit this despatch, under fiying-seal, to Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Lisbon. 


E. G. 
BV. EL 


a 


Inclosure in No. 81. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, March 24, 1862. 

WE regret to be under the necessity of placing within the knowledge of your Excellency a case which has 
recently occurred of the shipment of a cargo of slaves on board a Portuguese vessel which sailed from this port 
with negroes for St. Thomas. 

The brig “ Sophia,” Captain A. Netto, which cleared out hence ov the 10th December last, having on board 
negroes and cattle for St. Thomas, left the River Congo in the early part of last month under the Portuguese flag, 
with a cargo of about 600 slaves, whom she had shipped in that river fur Cuba, in contravention of the Treaty 
subsisting between our respective nations for the abolition of this barbarous and piratical Traffic. ‘ 

A report to this effect has been current here for some time past, but being desirous not to trouble your 
Excellency on mere rumour, we waited until we had satisfied ourselves of its correctness. The commander of Her 
Majesty's steamer “ Alecto” having recently visited the Congo, and brought us a full confrmation of the fact, on 
the authority of three gentlemen residing in that river, who saw the “ Sophia” proceed to sea with slaves on 
board and with the Portuguese flag flying, we now feel it our duty to make this communication, and in doing so, 
we feel confident the most rigorous measures will be adopted by your Excellency to trace out and bring to punish- 
ment the authors of this criminal and disgraceful transaction, and all parties concerned therein. 

Whether the “ Sophia” ever made her appearance at St. Thomas after leaving this port, and, if so, what 
measures were taken by the authorities at that island to prevent her from engaging in the Slave Trade, or what 
securities were given by the parties interested in her at tle Custom-house at St. Thomas, in accordance with the 
requirements of the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, are matters upon which we have no means of acquiring 
correct information, but which will probably be’clucidated in the course of any investigation which your Excellency 
may think fit to institute. 

This vessel, however, being one of several which during the past year have been employed in the conveyance 
of negroes from this province to St. Thomas, we are naturally led to refer to this subject, which has now become 
one of so much interest and such great magnitude that we have felt it our duty, as Her Majesty’s Commissioner 
recently had the honour of personally informing your Excellency, to submit full and detailed reports thereon to the 
Government of Her Majesty the Queen. 

It has been stated to us that upwards of 2,000 negroes have been conveyed hence to St. Thomas since the Ist 
of January of the past year. We cannot vouch for the accuracy of this statement, but we do not think that it will 
be found to be very far from the truth. 

We should consider ourselves as betraying the cause in which our respective Governments have taken so 
honourable a part, and departing from that friendly intercourse which it is our wish to cultivate with your 
Excellency, were we not to inform you that it has been reported to us that the negroes now being transported in large 
numbers from this province to St. Thomas are for the most part purchased at Loanda by private individuals for 
the express purpose of being shipped for that island, and although it may be true that the parties who embark 
them here are most careful to arm themselves with every necessary document to show that the forms of emancipa- 
tion have been duly gone through prior to embarking them, there can be no doubt, according to the information 
which has reached us, that these Africans, who are of the rudest and most unenlightened class, recently brought in 
from the interior, are subjected to forcible expatriation. 

Although, by this plan of previous manumission, it may appear to your Excellency that the letter of the 
Slave Trade Convention between Great Britain and Portugal is not infringed, yet the great objection still 
remains—that the whole system is founded and depends upon the purchase and sale of human beings, and that 
it not only operates, both in principle and effect, to encourage that criminal Traffic, which the repeated declarations, 
as well as the mutual engagements, of the two Governments bind them by every means in their power completely to 
suppress, but is eminently calculated to revive a spirit of slave-dealing in the interior, the which, from the want of a 
market, had become well nigh dormant in the Portuguese Possessions on this part of the coast, to the incalculable 
advantage of their commerce and civilization. : 

We do not, Excellent Sir, pretend to say that the Treaty of 1842 can be interpreted as preventing a system 
of emigration from this province to St. Thomas, provided it is bond fide voluntary. His Most Faithful Majesty's 
subjects of the African race are as free, we presume, to go to St. Thomas as any of His Majesty’s subjects are 
to go from any one part of the Portuguese dominions tu any other. But will any person, acquainted with this 
country and its inhabitants, venture to say that 2,000 negroes could be found in Loanda in one year, who of 
their own wish and free consent would emigrate to St. Thomas? Between two Colonies, in both of which the 
condition of slavery yet unhappily exists, it must obviously be most difficult to guard against abuse in such a 
practice—to guard against any possibility of an invasion of the liberty of the negro, and to ascertain that he is 
really and practically free; not only that he goes by his own wish and free consent, but that no fraud or imposi- 
tion las been used. Should it be shown in any manner whatever that, despite their emancipation, these Africans 
have been torn from their native country and carried to St. Thomas by force, then we submit that such a 
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proceeding is opposed to the letter and spirit of the Treaty by which the two Crowns are bound; and under what- 
ever denomination, or with whatever formalities, they may be embarked here, and landed at St. Thomas, the 
vessels conveying them, and all parties concerned therein, become liable to the penalties prescribed in the 
Treaty in question. 

Whilst addressing your Excellency on this subject, we cannot refrain from referring to another point connected 
with the mode of conveying these negroes ; it is, that the number of them stowed away on hoard some of the small 
vessels trading between this place and St. Thomas is excessive in proportion to the capacity of the vessels them- 
selves, and that in some cases, we are informed, extreme misery is the result. We have heard of an instance in 
which the number of negroes exceeded by more than one-half the number of tons burthen of the vessel; and the 
small quantity of water which the latter was capable of stowing having been all consumed before she had proceeded 
half way on her voyage to St. Thomas, she was fallen in with by a Portuguese merchant-vessel at sea, with her 
cargo of negroes in the most deplorable condition. 

Her Majesty’s Arbitrator, whilst acting as Commissioner during the absence of his colleague, in April of last 
year, officially submitted to your Excellency the facilities which, in his opinion, might be afforded to the operations 
of the slave-dealers by making St. Thomas a depdét for collecting slaves previous to their being shipped for Cuba. 
If your Excellency would do us the favour to refer to a Memorandum containing information received by Her 
Majesty's Government regarding the movements of vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, which we recently had the 
honour of communicating to you by command of Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and in 
which it is stated that an American vessel called the “ African,” Captain Jane, had landed a cargo of slaves on the 
Cuban coast in August last year, from St. Thomas on the West Coast of Africa, we feel convinced that your 
Excellency must acknowledge the above-mentioned opinion to have been well founded. 

In submitting these brief remarks, we confidently hope that your Excellency will believe us to be animated 
only by a sincere desire to carry completely into effect the abolition of the fatal Traffic in human beings, a Traffic 
alike abhorred and reprobated by both our Sovereigns and Governments. 

We are able to assure your Excellency, in conclusion, that the national feeling in England, on this momentous 
question, is as strong now as ever it was; and that the statesmen and parties who are the representatives of that 
fecling, are not less vigilant, nor less zealous and desirous, now. than they have ever been, to effect the final 
extirpation of a Traffic which has not only carried desolation to Africa, but checked the course of civilization, and 





alreaily doomed so many human victims to misery and torment. 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 
No. 81*. 
Consul Sir H. Huntley to Earl Russell.—(Received June 12.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Loanda, April 7, 1862. 


ADVERTING to the joint letter addressed to the Governor-General of the 
Province of Angola by Her Majesty’s Commissioners, dated the 24th of March last, 
a copy of which will be now before your Lordship, relating to the removal of 
negroes from Loanda to the Island of St. Thomas, under the representation of their 
being emigrants induced by the attraction of wages and of their own free will 
seeking labour in that dependency of the Crown of Portugal, it has become my 
duty to place before your Lordship the letter herewith inclosed, addressed by me 
to the Governor-General; together with a copy of a Portaria with which I have. 
been provided by the Secretary to the Government; two notes framed by me for 
my own guidance ; and lastly, the copy of a despatch addressed by the order of the 
Earl of Clarendon, then Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to 
Mr. Brand, at that time Vice-Consul at Loanda. 

2. I have now, my Lord, the honour of detailing the circumstances which 
have originated the remission of these several papers, and the proceedings relating 
also to them. 

3. Your Lordship will probably have in possession the letter jointly addressed 
by Her Majesty’s Commissioners on the 24th of March last to the Governor- 
General upon the subject, stated in the first paragraph of this despatch. 

4. 1t was in reply to that despatch that upon the Ist of April I received a letter 
from the Secretary to Government, by order of the Governor-General, dated the 
27th of March last, directed to me as “Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul,” but 
having ascertained the nature of this letter, 1 thought it might have been incau- 
tiously directed, and in the evening, under that impression, I[ called on the Secretary 
to the Government to have the direction altered, and “ Her Majesty’s Commissioners ” 
substituted for “‘ Her Majesty’s Consul.” 

5. I, however, learnt from the Secretary to the Government that the letter was 
directed to the “Consul” by order of the Governor-General; and I was informed 
in addition that the Governor-General considered the letter addressed to him on 
the 24th of March last by Her Majesty’s Commissioners to involve a question with 
which Her Majesty’s Consul, as the British Diplomatic Agent here, alone should 
deal, and that it did not belong to the office of Her Majesty’s Commissioners, whose 
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powers the Governor-General believed to be limited to the superintendence of 
matters anton in Court. 

6. I replied that I could not entertain a similar view, and expressed my fear 
that if the present direction of the letter addressed to me was maintained, it would 
be my duty to decline receiving it. 

7. The same night I sent a note to Her Majesty's Commissioner, Mr. Gabriel, 
stating that I would call upon him in the morning, having a matter of consequence 
La a and, asa guide to myself, 1 made the two notes forming Inclosure 

0. 3. 

8. The next morning, April 2, I met Her Majesty’s Commissioner. Having 
stated the whole case as it stood, I produced the guiding notes I had made the 
previous evening ; and upon referring I found ina despatch sent by order of the Earl of 
Clarendon, dated May 19, 1854, to Mr. Brand, then Vice-Consul at Loanda, a case 
so similar to my own in principle that the slender doubt | had at all sustained as 
to the propriety of declining to receive the despatch of the Secretary to Government 
of the 27th of March last was altogether dissipated. A copy of the despatch sent 
by order of Lord Clarendon forms fneloanre No. 4. 

9. Considering this despatch so conclusively supporting my own view in a case 
so extremely similar, I took it with me, and in the evening I called upon the 
Secretary to Government, to whom I read it, hoping that it would convince the 
Governor-General of the impossibility of my receiving the letter of the 27th of 
March last, under the direction it bore; and I farther left the despatch with the 
Secretary, as the Governor-General is staying upon the opposite island to recruit 
his health, and would not be in the town till the next morning. 

10. On the evening of the 3rd April the Secretary to Government, who is too 
unwell to leave his rooms, invited me to call upon him, which I did. He informed me 
that the views of the Governor-General remained without change. The question, 
he maintained, was beyond the cognizance of Her Majesty’s Commissioners, and 
therefore the letter must remain addressed to me as the Diplomatic Agent at 
Loanda of Her Britannic Majesty. This communication I held to be final, and 
I withdrew. 

11. On the 4th of April I addressed the letter which forms Inclosure No. 1, to 
the Secretary to Government, accompanied by the letter which I had declined to 
receive for the reasons already stated, and sent both. 

12. Your Lordship will now permit me to observe, that during these conferences 
I repeatedly asked the Secretary to Government to explain upon what foundation 
the Governor-General considered the subject embraced by the letter of Her Majesty's 
Commissioners one over which thse authorities had no control. I pointed out that 
their letter originated in a belief that sundry persons in this Province were 
surreptitiously sending negroes to St. Thomas’s Island under the plea of their 
being voluntary emigrants, but in reality to be sold as slaves, also that Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners thereby considered the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, 
to be infringed; that that Treaty was neither mercantile nor territorial, but one 
standing by itself, as a means for suppressing the Slave Trade; and lastly, that 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners were its actual guardians, in co-operation with 
others, and therefore enjoyed an unquestionable right to be heard upon any event 
which connected it with slavery, actual or suspected. . 

13. I conceive, my Lord, that Her Majesty’s Commissioners are not placed here 
merely to judge and report upon cases which may call the Court of Mixed Commis- 
sions into session, but that they are cg pri and required by their respective 
Governments to notice every occurrence that may appear to them even an intrusion, 
much more an infraction of the Treaties which exist between Great Britain and 
Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade. : “—— 

14. If then, my Lord, my view of the duty of Her Majesty’s Commissioners is 
correct, they have an undoubted right to address communications to the Governor- 
General upon events threatening to abridge the liberties of classes protected by the 
Treaties mentioned, and consequently have an equal right to expect a reply to their 
communications. . 

15. In the hope of sparing your Lordship the amonnt of correspondence which 
will ensue, I had urged the foregoing arguments, ee Rad success ; and I 
conclude by submitting to your Lordship that had I, as Her Majesty’s Consul, in 
the presence of Her Majesty’s Commissioners, consented to have received the letter 
of the 27th of March from the Secretary to Government, I should have established a 
precedent manifestly prejudicial to the future action of those to whom the care of 
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the liberty of the negro shall be confided, and have intruded upon, if not usurped 
the powers of the Commissioners themselves ; but having seen the despatch of Lord 
Clarendon upon a case in principle quite parallel, had I accepted the functions of 
Diplomatic Agent—a position which from the first moment I had repudiated—I 
should have committed an error that would have justly, I submit, my Lord, 
exposed myself to the severest disapprobation. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 81*. 
Consul Sa H. Huntley to the Secretary-General to the Government of Angola. 


Sir, Loanda, April 4, 1862. 

THE necessity of obtaining a translation of your letter dated the 27th of March last, in the first place 
caused some delay in proceeding with it ; and secondly, in consequence of that letter having been addressed to 
me in my capacity of Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, though replying to a communication addressed by Her 
Majesty's Commissioners to his Excellency the Governor-General, dated the 24th of March last, relating to 
matters connected with the Slave Trade, a further delay took place, as it became a question whether or not, as 
Consul, Teould receive a letter, in the presence of Her Majesty's Commissioners, replying to one that had been 
addressed, us before stated, by those authorities upon a question in their opinion purely belonging to the Slave 
Trade, 

I beg now to request the favour of your informing his Excellency the Governor-General that I have given 
Hic qnestion of my competency to receive a letter, under such circumstances, my most unreserved consideration, 
and that, having carefully examined the several despatches relating to the free communication between the 
authorities of His Most Faithful Majesty and those of Her Britannie Majesty at Loanda, I conceive myself 

anpesled, for the following reasons, to conclude— 

ist. Phat in these despatches, as also in the Portaria with which you have considerately furnished me, it 
is clearly agreed that the Commander of the British squadron, and also the British Commissioner, should enjoy 
tne privilege of freely communicating with the Portuguese authorities on all subjects connected with the Slave 
Trade. 

2nd. Tam unable to find in any of the documents mentioned, any privilege conferred upon any authority 
to address matters connected with the Slave Trade to Her Majesty's Consul, in the presence of Her Majesty's 
Counmnissioners. 

3rd. Whatever may be the urgency involved in the present instance, it is very clear that that urgency can 
find vo relief in addressing Her Majesty’s Consul, more than it would had the reply of his Excellency been 
vddressed primarily to Her Majesty’s Commissiosers, 

ith. In the despateh dated May 19, 1854, which you did me the favour to peruse and place before his 
Excelleney the Governor-General for consideration, I find distinct orders seut by the Earl of Clarendon, then 
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to the British Consular authority at Loanda, informing 
int (uat he not only should have declined to receive a letter from Captain Gracga (then acting as Governor of 
this province) upon a subject connected with the Slave Trade, but also that he should have referred Captain Graga 
to the British Commissioner, as the only authority to whom he could properly address himself on such occasions. 
Certainly the British Consular authority was also in this despatch directed to communicate any such letters which 
might afterwards be addressed to him, to the British Commissioner ; but this direction cannot diminish the strength 
of the preceding very clear order. 

Under this view of the position in which [I find myself, and in order to complete my obedience to the com- 
mands contained in the Earl of Clarendon’s despatch, already quoted, I have to request that you will acquaint 
his Execllency the Governor-General that I must decline the reception cf the communication addressed to me, 
and herewith inclosed, influenced only by a rigid sense of duty, and with the most unqualified feeling of respect 
for himself, and for the high office he holds by order of His Most Faithful Maen 

I have, &e. 





(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 81*. 
Portaria. 
( Translation.) Naval and Colonial Department, Section of Colonies. 


HIS Majesty the Regent, in the name of the King, ordains through the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
aud Navy, that it be made known to the Governor-General of Angola, for his information and the due purposes, 
that the British Minister in this Court, in addition to the notes of his predecessors, solicited permission for the 
Commander of the British Naval Station and the British Commissioner in the Mixed Commission at Loanda to 
correspond freely with the said Governor-General upon matters of the Slave Trade. The requested permission 
was granted to be used only when in regard to the said matters, and when the urgency may be such as not to 
permit to await without inconvenience its discussion through the established course. This being under date 
transmitted to the Foreign Office for the proper purpose. 

Palace, February 14, 1854. 

(Signed) VISCOUNT ATHOGUIA. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 81*. 


Notes made on the 1st of April, 1862, after returning Srom the Interview with the Secretary to Government. 


. Ist. Not competent for Her Majesty’s Consul to receive replies to despatches written jointly by Her Majesty's 
Commissioners, those Commissioners being present. 
2nd. Not competent for the Arbitrator to receive replies to such despatches when the Commissioner is not 
onerated by any legal impediment. 


(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 
ee 
No. 82. 
— Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received July 10.) 
(No. ra 
My Lord, Loanda, April 1, 1862. 


WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Her Majesty’s steamer 
‘“ Griffon,” Commander Perry, whilst proceeding to this place with the last mail 
from Fernando Po on the 27th ultimo, fell in with a barque and a schooner in 
company, off Black Point, in latitude 5° south, and longitude 11° 45’ east. 

2. Commander Perry immediately sent a boat to cut off the schooner whilst he 
proceeded in the “ Griffon ” in chase of the barque, and having soon come up with 
her, he found her to be fitted in every respect for the immediate reception of a cargo 
of slaves, which, to the number of 800, she was to have shipped the following morn- 
ing at Black Point, for the Island of Porto Rico. 

3. This barque, which was about 400 tons, was destitute of all proofs of 
nationality, nor were there any papers found on board from which her name could 
he ascertained ; but, from the statement of some of the crew, it appeared that she 
had sailed from New York on the Ist December last, and touched at Campeche, in 
Mexico, where the necessary equipment was completed. 

4, Later in the afternoon of the same day the officer who had been detached 
from the ‘Griffon’ in pursuit of the schooner, returned on board in charge of 
that vessel, having found her abandoned by her crew, and fully equipped for the 
conveyance of slaves. 

5. This schooner being small, and incapable of safely undertaking a voyage to 
St. Helena, Commander Perry, after causing her to be surveyed, destroyed her by 
fire, sending the necessary evidence to St. Helena, in order that the case might. 
with that of the barque, be brought before the Vice-Admiralty Court in that 
Colony for adjudication. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—( Received August 11.) 
(No. 19.) 
My Lord, Loanda, April 8, 1862. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 16th January last, No. 1, 
which reached us by Her Majesty's ship “Griffon” from Fernando Po on the 31st 
ultimo, we have now the honour to inclose copies of letters which, in fulfilment of 
the instructions therein contained, we have addressed to the Governor-General and 
to the Senior Officer of Her Majesty’s naval forces on this division of the Station. 

2. Your Lordship will perceive that in our communication to the Governor- 
Gencral we took occasion to refer to the Portuguese brigantine “ Libertade,” which 
is now preparing to receive a number of these negroes for conveyance to St. Thomas. 
A copy of that, as well as of our previous letter to the Governor-General on this 
subject, dated the 24th ultimo, we inclosed to Captain Smith, of Her Majesty’s ship 
“Torch,” at present in command of Her Majesty’s ships on this part of the coast, 
forwarding our letter to that officer by Her Majesty’s ship “Griffon,” which left 
this port yesterday. ‘ ‘ 

3. In addressing ourselves to the Senior Officer we also deemed it expedient to 
request his aid and co-operation in regard to the disposal of the negroes found on 
board these vessels in the event of any of them being detained. 

Ciass A. 2B 
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4. By the late Earl of Aberdeen’s despatch to Her Majesty's Commissioners 
here dated 31st December, 1844, the duty of superintending the shipment to the 
British West Indian Colonies of such portion of the negroes emancipated by the 
Mixed Court of which we are members, as, under the VIth Article of Annex B to 
the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, may from time to time be at the disposal of the 
British Government, was entrusted to the late Mr. Vice-Consul Brand, and a Code 
of Instructions was furnished to that gentleman for his guidance in performing this 
service. 

5. No case having ever occurred of a vessel with slaves on board being captured 
by a British cruizer and brought before this Court for adjudication, the above-men- 
tioned instructions have never been called into practice, and we are assured, 
my Lord, that considerable difficulty would be experienced in carrying them out 
here ; indeed, we apprehend it would be quite impracticable to do so in regard to 
the negroes found on board the vessels to which this correspondence refers. The 
number of those negroes shipped on board each vessel rarelv exceeds 100 or 120, 
and it would be impossible, we are sure, at this place, to find vessels willing to 
convey them to the West Indies on any reasonable terms. If they are re-landed 
here they may, instead of being made permanently and entirely free, be soon reduced 
again toa state of practical bondage, or remain permanently chargeable to Her 
Majesty’s Government; and under these circumstances, pending the receipt of your 
Lordship’s instructions on this matter, which we now respectfully solicit, we have 
deemed it prudent to suggest that should any of these vessels be detained, the 
negroes, on being liberated, may be transported to St. Helena in a British cruizer. 

6. Wecan hardly anticipate that the Colonial authorities of that island will 
have any objection to receiving and disposing of them in the same manner as 
negroes emancipated under the decrees of the Vice-Admiralty Court; but should 
your Lordship be pleased to approve of this measure, it would, perhaps, be desirable 
to communicate with the Culonial Department in order to remove any doubts on the 
matter. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 1] in No. 83. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, April 5, 1862. 

IN conformity with instructions which we have recently received from Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, it again becomes our duty to address your Excellency on the subject referred to in 
our despatch of the 24th ultimo. 

Strong representations have been repeated to Her Majesty’s Government, from undoubted sources, that a 
considerable Traffic in Slaves is carried on, chiefly in small coasting-vessels, between the mainland of this continent 
and the Islands of Princes and St. Thomas; and accounts have also been received from which it is to be inferred 
that the negroes embarked at this place for the last-mentioned island are not in the enjoyment of that freedom 
which it is alleged they are. 

We have, in consequence, most earnestly to beg your Excellency’s co-operation in putting an end to these 
practices, and specially to solicit your attention to the case of the brigantine “ Libertade,” which is now preparing, 
in this harbour, to receive a number of these negroes for forcible conveyance to St. Thomas. 

As the best practicable means which Her Majesty's Government possess of carrying into full effect the 
himane objects which both Governments had in view in concluding the Convention for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade, we have been instructed to bring this matter under the attention of the Senior Officer of Her 
Majesty’s ships on this part of the coast, in order that the Commanders of those ships may be instructed to 
exercise the power delegated to them under the said Convention, and ascertain, by strict examination and inquiry 
on board the packets and vessels engaged in transporting these negroes, whether they are in that state of entire 
and perfect freedom which may justify their removal to St. Thomas, and, if not, to detain the vessels and bring 
them before the Mixed Court for adjudication. . 

In making this communication to your Excellency, it is also our duty to request your attention to the serious 
responsibility which the Government of this province will incur should it be ascertained that the negroes now 
being embarked here for St. Thomas have been introduced into that island in violation of the Treaty-stipulations 
between Great Britain and Portugal. 

Should the legal commerce of Portuguese subjects, or others, be in any manner impeded by the efforts of Her 
Majesty’s cruizers in suppression of the Slave Trade, your Excellency will permit us to state, at once, that those 
impediments must be imputed to the undertakings of the parties concerned in the forcible removal of these negroes 
to St. Thomas, and not to the proceedings of Her Majesty’s officers. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 83. 


. Her Majesty's Commissioners to Captain Smith. 
My Loanda, April 5, 1862. 

; HEREWITH ve beg leave to lay before you copies of two despatches which we recently <tireucd to the 
Governor-General of this province on the subject of the forcible removal of negroes from this place to the Island 
of St. Thomas ; and in order that you may be able to form some idea of the extent to which this practice has 
lately been carried, we also inclose a list of the vessels which have sailed hence conveying these negroes to 
St. Thomas during the !ast three months, viz., from the Ist January to the 31st March of the present year. 

This list has been extracted from the official “Gazette” published here, and shows that 469 negroes have 
heen embarked in the — referred to; but we ought to add, that the names of several small coasting-cratt 
which are employed in the same way do not appear in this * Gazette,” and, in consequence, the number shown in 
this list probably falls far short of the number that actually left Loanda in the period above mentioned. 

It is alleged by the Portuguese authorities, in justification of these proceedings, first, that the negroes are 
free, having been emancipated prior to their embarkation ; and, secondly, that each of them is furnished with a 
passport from the Giovernment of this province allowing him to proceed to St. Thomas. 

This latter statement is no doubt true, but the passports referred to afford, in our opinion, no proof whatever 
of the freedom of the negro; and with regard to the first point, we have reason to believe that some papers are 
provided by the owners of the negroes to show that they have been emancipated. From what we have ascertained, 
however, there seems little doubt that this form of emancipation is only nominal—a pretext, in order to avoid the 
consequences of an infraction of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842-—-the negroes being, in reality, purchased at this 
place for exportation to St. Thomas, where they are consigned to a life of slavery, in open infringement of the 
stipulations of the Treaty referred to. , 

It therefore becomes our duty, under the instructions which we have recently received from Earl Russell, 
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to draw your attention to this important matter, and 10 
request that steps may be taken to board and examine the vessels engaged in the transport of these negroes, in 
order, by strict inquiry, to ascertain whether they are de facto free, and if not, to detain the vessels and bring 
them before the Mixed Court for adjudication. 

In the event of your having recourse to this measure, we must request that strict instructions may be given to 
the officers charged with conducting the vessels to this port to use the utmost vigilance in preventing any inter- 
course between the negroes and the crew or passengers; indeed, if, under the reservation contained in the 
IVth Article of Anacx B to the Treaty with Portugal, the negroes could be removed to the capturing ship, aud 
conducted, with the detained vessel, to this port, it might in some measure tend to promote the ends of justice. 

On referring to Article IT of Annex C to the above-mentioned Treaty. you will observe that the negroes found 
on board vessels detained under the stipulations thereof are “to be delivered over to the Government to whom 
belongs the eruizer which made the capture.” Should the vessel be condemned. we would certainly tind it impos- 
sible, at this place, to obtain a means of sending these negroes to any of Her Majesty's West Indian possessions, 
and it oceurs to us that the only satisfactory mode of disposing of them would be to have them transported to 
St. Helena, from whence they can, with facility, be sent to the West Indies; but as we are well assured that it 
would be equally impossible for us to find any merchant-vessel here willing to convey them to that island, we are 
under the necessity of earnestly requesting that you will make such arrangements as may be consistent with the 
other important duties of the squadron, for having the negroes conveyed to St. Helena in one of Her Majesty's 
eruizers as soon as possible after their liberation by the Mixed Court. It would obviously be most desirable to 
avoid, if possible, the necessity for their being landed at all at this place. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
Hl. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 83. 


A Lust of Vessels which have Sailed from the Port of Loanda, conveying Negroes to St. Thomas’, between the 
Ist January and 81st March 1862. 





| Number of 












































Date. Name of Vessel. Rig. Naine of Captain. i; a DP étine ; ‘on 7 
livnca |" Libertos.”|“ Escravos. 
ivres. 
1862. nor 
Jan. 8 | Estaphania.. ..| Steamer .. T. A. d’Oliveira = 118 vi we 
». 16 | Quinta de Pontevel.} Brigantine .. J. M. da Camara ws 20 ae 10 
Feb. 2 | Donna Antonia .| Steamer .. A.J. Ramalho . we 113 ee 10 
Mar. 8 | Clé.. sa ..| Brigavtine.. | M. G. dos Santos ax 31 2 8 
» 14] Africa - ..| Steamer .. J. F.Caiado.. 7 105 see 10 
» 29 | Zaire ae ..| Steamer .. J.M.de F. Branca... 32 10 at 
419 12 38 
469 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
Loanda, March 31, 1862. H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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No. 84. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received July 10.) 


My Lord, Loanda, April 15, 1862. 

IN our despatch of the 26th ultimo No. 16, we had the honour to transmit to 
your Lordship the copy of a letter which we had addressed to the Governor-General 
of this Province, concerning the escape of the Portuguese brig “ Sophia,” with a 
cargo of slaves from the River Congo, and also with reference to the forced convey- 
ance of negroes from this place to St. Thomas’. 

2. The correspondence, copies and translations of which accompany this 
despatch, and which we respectfully submit as one requiring immediate notice, will 
show your Lordship that the above-mentioned communication has been, as anticipated 
by us, signally unproductive of any beneficial result. 

3. In reply to it, the Governor-General, advancing the doctrine which had on 
a former occasion been asserted by the Portuguese authorities here, viz., that the 
British Commissioners possessed no other powers than as members of the Mixed 
Court, and over matters that come before the Court, addressed a letter to Her 
Majesty’s Consul, stating that he was alone the functionary from whom he could 
accept any communication relating to the Treaty between Great Britain and 
Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

4. Her Majesty’s Consul having, as fully detailed in his despatches to your 
Lordship, naturally weighed and considered all the circumstances connected with 
this proceeding on the part of the Governor-General, and bearing in mind the 
instructions addressed by the Earl of Clarendon to the late Mr. Vice-Consul Brand 
on the 19th May, 1854, felt that he had no alternative than toreturn his Excellency’s 
letter, which he accordingly did; fully explaining, at the same time, the nature of 
the instructions referred to, and under which he considered himself precluded from 
receiving a despatch addressed to him, by direction of the Governor-General, in 
answer to one from Her Majesty’s Commissioners, having reference to Slave Trade 
transactions. 

5. On the 4th April, the day following that on which Her Majesty’s Consul 
returned the Governor-General’s letter, we received a communication from the 
Secretary to Government (Inclosure No. 1), forwarding to us “ for this once only,” 
a copy of the letter which had been, by his Excellency’s commands, addressed to 
Her Majesty's Consul as above stated. That letter, however, had actually been 
returned to the Secretary to Government before this “‘ copy ” of it was transmitted 
to us, and, consequentiy, we felt it our duty to lose no time in replying to the Governor- 
General (Inclosure No. 2), pointing out that the paper sent us was a copy of a letter 
which, having been returned by the functionary to whom it was addressed, must, 
in our opinion, be considered, so far at least as Her Majesty’s authorities here are 
concerned, as having no existence; and that, under these circumstances, we deemed 
it incumbent on us to decline to receive it. 

6. In answer to this, his Excellency, on the 7th April, ordered that there should 
be addressed to us a communication (Inclosure No. 3), which we have now the 
honour to submit to your Lordship’s consideration. In it he expressly states that, 
considering the subject of our despatch of the 24th of March last of such import- 
ance that it ought not to remain unanswered, and being of opinion, moreover, 
that he could not correspond directly with us upon such subjects, he had therefore, 
addressed his reply to Her Majesty’s Consul; but that inasmuch as Sir Henry 
Huntley, on the one hand, had declined to receive that reply, and we, on the other, 
had declined to receive a copy thereof, he, therefore, returned our above-mentioned 
despatch of the 24th March. 

7. The question of the powers of Her Majesty’s Commissioners to communicate 
directly with this General Government on matters relating to the Treaty, having 
to be followed up in a correspondence with his Excellency to which we shall have 
to refer in a subsequent despatch, we considered the letter above referred to from 
the Secretary to Government as closing this correspondence. 

8. We here, however, beg leave to state, for your Lordship’s information, that 
this same question having been raised by the Portuguese authorities here in 1850, 
and brought under the consideration of Viscount Palmerston, at that time charged 
with the papain of Foreign Affairs, in a despatch from Her Majesty’s Commis- 
sioner, da December 16, 1850, his Lordship addressed a letter to Her Majesty's 
Minister at Lisbon, dated April 14, 1851 (printed among the papers on Slave Trade 
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for that year, Class B, page 537), stating that Her Majesty's Government conceived 
that both the Commodore of Her Majesty's squadron and Her Majesty’s Commi8- 
sioner here ought to communicate freely with the Governor-General, and the 
Governor-General with them, on all matters in regard to which they can mutually 
assist each other in carrying into execution the ‘Treaty engagements of the two 
Crowns for the extinction of the Slave Trade. 

9. In 1853, on a further representation from Her Majesty’s Commissioners 
here, this matter was again brought to the attention of the Portuguese Govern- 
ment, under the direction of the Earl of Clarendon, conveyed in a despatch to 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, dated June 26, 1853, (vide Class B 1854, 
page 402); and ultimately the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty sent out 
instructions, in the form of a Portaria, to the Governor-General here, dated the 
15th February, 1854, to communicate freely with the officer commanding Her 
Majesty’s squadron, and with the Commissioner of the Mixed Commission, upon 
subjects connected with the Slave Trade; ‘but only when the urgency of the case 
is such as to render it inconvenient to wait a solution through the established course” 
(Class B, 1854, page 515). ‘ 

10. [t is upon this exceptional clause in the above-mentioned Portaria, that 
the Governor-General, although he fully recognizes the importance of the circum- 
stances represented in our despatch of the 24th ultimo, yet alleging that the words 
“established course” refer to the Consulate as being the established medium of 
international communication in such cases, defends the present proceedings on the 
ground that, in the presence of a British Consul, the right which the Portaria in 
question confers on the Commander of Her Majesty’s squadron and the British 
Commissioner of communicating direct with this General Government, can never be 
exercised. ‘ 

11. His Excellency is rather peremptory in his assertion of this view of the 
case; but we respectfully submit, my Lord, that neither Government could have 
contemplated that such a construction would have been put upon the words of the 
Portaria of the 14th February, 1854. 

The words “established course,” upon which the Governor-General so confi- 
dently rests his argument, clearly, in our opinion, refer to the course which has 
been uniformly followed here, of referring matters not of a very pressing or urgent 
nature to the Home Governments for consideration, and not, by any means, to the 
practice for which his a now contends, that of the officer commanding Her 
Majesty’s naval forces, and the British Commissioner, addressing all their commu- 
nications to Her Majesty’s Consul, to be brought by him to the knowledge of the 
Governor-General ; a practice which, although the Consulate was in existence many 
years before the Portaria in question was issued, the archives of this Commission 
prove to have never been, on any one occasion, adopted by Her Majesty's Commis- 
sioners here. 

12. Should our views on this question meet with your Lordship’s concurrence, 
we respectfully request that you will cause the matter to be submitted to the consi- 
deration of the Portuguese Government, in order that the Governor-General may 
be set right upon a point of so much importance to the efficient discharge of the 
duties committed to our care. Meanwhile, waiting the result of any representations 
which your Lordship may think fit to make, we beg leave to assure you that upon 
all occasions on which we may have good reason to think that the Treaty with 
Portugal against Slave Trade has been violated, we shall consider it our duty to 
bring under the observation of the Governor-General such circumstances as may 
come to our knowledge relative thereto, whether his Excellency is pleased to act on 
our communications or not. 

We earnestly hope that your Lordship may approve of the course which we 
have followed, as explained in the inclosed correspondence. 

e have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V, HUNTLEY. 
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& Inclosure 1 in No. 84. 


The Secretary-General to the Government of Angola to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 


(Translation. ) 
Gentlemen, Office of the Secretary to the Government, Loanda, April 4, 1862. 

HIS Excellency the Governor-General has received the official letter which you addressed to him under date 
the 24th March last, and has duly considered its contents. “ 

As, howeyer, the circumstances referred to in the Portaria No. 2,996 of the 14th February last did not apply 
to the case, according to which Portaria the Commander of the English Naval Station and the British Commis- 
sioner in the Mixed Commission alone are allowed to correspond with the Governor-General of this Province on 
Slave Trade matters. and this ‘only when they may be of such urgency that they cannot without inconvenience 
wait a decision through the established course," there being a British Consul in this Province resident at Loanda, 
his Excellency might decline to receive your letter. 

But not wishing that it should remain unanswered, in consequence of the importance of the matter upon 
which it treats, he has accepted it, and orders me to send you, for this time only, a copy of an official letter which 
he addressed on the subject to Her Britannie Majesty's Consul in this city, the only British functionary whom he 
considers competent to correspond with him upon the matters to which the Sforenaid letter relates, excepting under 
the circumstances mentioned in the Portaria of the 14th February, already alluded to, a copy of which was sent to 
the British Commissioner in the Mixed Commision on the 7th August, 1854. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 84. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, April 6, 1862. 

LATE in the afternoon yesterday we had the honour to receive a despatch signed by the Government 
Secretary, and dated the 4th instant, inclosing to us a copy of a communication which had been addressed by him 
to Her Majesty's Consul, in reference to ine matters treated of in ovr despatch of the 24th ultimo. 

As your Excellency appears to have had before you the Portaria of the Minister of Marine and Colonies of 
the 14th February, 1854, and you acknowledge, morcover, that the matter in question is an important one, we do 
not deem it hecessary to enter into any controversy as to our competency to address your Excellency ou such 
subjects as those referred to in our above-mentioned despatch. It will be sufficient for us to say that it has been 
the invariable usage for the British Commissioners here to represent to the Governor-General of the Province 
every circumstance appearing to them to be an infraction of the Treaty, previously to performing the duty of 
submitting it to the consideration of Her Majesty's Government. ‘This course of proceeding we followed in 
making a representation to your Excellency on the subject of the escape of the “ Sophia,” and other matters 
referred to in our despatch of the 24th ultimo, which we studiously endeavoured to do with the utmost 
deference. 

Our respective Governments can alone decide whether we have passed beyond the strict bounds of our duty 
or not in so doing. 

But your Excellency, in answer to our despatch, which we are informed has been accepted, and the subject 
of which is pronounced to be important, is pleased to order the Secretary to Government to send us a copy of 
a letter dated the 27th ultimo, which had been addressed by him to Her Majesty's Consul. 

As Sir Henry Huntley, in that character, had officially communicated to the Government Secretary the 
reasons which prevented him from receiving the above-mentioned letter, and had, with much regret, felt himself 
under the necessity of returning it, and as that letter had actually been returned by Sir Henry Huntley to the 
Secretary's office before the despatch to which we have now the honour to reply reached us, we are confident 
your Excellency will deem us justified in saying that it would be highly irregular for us to receive, in reply to a 
communication addressed to you by us as British Commissioners, a copy of a despatch which, so far at least as 
Her Majesty's authorities here are concerned, had, in point of fact, no existence when this copy was sent to 
us, the British functionary to whom it was addressed having been imperiously obliged to decline taking cognizance 
of it. 

We are, therefore, alike precluded from doing so, and now beg leave to return the copy to your 
Excellency. 

We cannot but deeply lament that these difficulties should have arisen in our official intercourse, but it is 
satisfactory to us to feel, as we do, convinced that they can be in no degree attributed to any want of a disposi- 
tion on our part to cultivate the best personal understanding with your Excellency, and still less, we trust, to any 
failure in that consideration and deep respect which we owe your Excellency as the Representative of His Most 
Faithful Majesty. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
y H. V. HUNTLEY. 


~ 
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The Secretary-General to the Government of Angola to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 


(Translation.) 


Gentlemen, Office of the Secretary-General to the Government of Angola, April 7, 1862. 
HIS Excellency the Governor-General received the despatch which you addressed to him under yesterday's 
date, and in reply directs me to say to you as follows :— 
His Excellency on the 4th instant ordered that there should be sent to you, for your information, a copy of 


the reply to your despatch of the 24th March last, which he thonght proper to address to Her Britannic Majesty's 
Consul, because he considered he could not reply to yourselves. 


Her Majesty's Consul deemed it his duty to return that despatch, alleging that he was prohibited by his 
Government from receiving correspondence upon the subject thereof ; and accordingly he did return it on the 4th 
instant. 

Now you think you ought also to return the copy which had been sent to you. 

Therefore his Excellency considering that your despatch of the 24th March, from the importance of its 
subject, ought not to remain unanswered, and finding that, on the one hand, you, and, on the other, Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Agent accredited to this General Government, refuse to receive this reply, regrets to find 
himself obliged to return the despatch ; and he orders that I should return it to you inclosed, as I now do. 

His Excellency is convinced that he has acted and is now acting in this matter according to his duty, 
and that his Government will appreciate his proceedings. ‘ 


In conclusion, his sapoaee | appreciates the sentiments which you express in the despatch referred to, 
and orders me to say to you that they are reciprocated, 


God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 
_—$—$——————— 


No. 85. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received July 10.) 
(No. 21.) 
My Lord, Loanda, April 20, 1862. 

WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that on the 4th ultimo, in 
latitude 6° 47’ south, and longitude 11° 10° east, Her Majesty’s ship “ Torch,” 
Sommander Smith, fell in with and detained a brig, in every respect prepared to 
receive a cargo of slaves who were in readiness for her at Mangue Grande. 

2. When a blank gun was fired from the “Torch ” this slaver displayed French 
colours, but on the approach of the boat sent to board her, the:- were hauled down 
and thrown overboard, and as no official papers whatever were found on board to 
establish the national character of the vessel, she was forthwith despatched to 
St. Helena for adjudication in the Vice-Admiralty Court of that Colony, under the 
Act 2 & 8 Vict., cap. 73. 

3. A few loose documents, however, which were picked up on board of this 
vessel, and which have been obligingly handed to us by Commander Smith, confirm 
the reports which had previously reached us here, that she was the Portuguese 
brig “ Alegre,” and that her present voyage commenced under the command of a 
person named Valentino Feliz de Magalhaes at Liverpool, from whence she was 
cleared in July of last vear. 

She proceeded from Liverpool to Lisbon, and as she came direct from thence to 
this cvast, it would appear that she must have completed her slave equipment in 
the port of that onal. 

4. Believing that it may tend to facilitate any inquiries into this matter which 
your Lordship may think proper to cause to be instituted, we beg leave to inclose 
the original of one of the papers which we received from Commander Smith, showing 
the naine and address of one of the parties concerned in the voyage of the “ Alegre” 
from Liverpool to Lisbon. 

Whether bond was given at the Custom-house at the latter place that this 
vessel was not intended for Slave Trade, is a point which can only be ascertainec 
there ; but we think it our duty to add that it is generally reported that three othe: 
vessels were fitting out in the Tagus for the same iniquitous purpose as the “‘ Alegre ;” 
and we therefore respectfully submit to your Lordship whether it might not be 
desirable to instruct Eine Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon to endeavour to elicit further 


details on this important matter. 
We have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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Inclosure in No, 85, 


Mr. Botterill to Messrs, Johnston, Hodgson 5 Co. 


Gentlemen, mary si July 22 1861. 

I AM surprised’ to find the above-named vessel is still here, notwithstanding several favourable opportunities 
nave offered, since she has been loaded, of proceeding on her voyage. I therefore beg to give you notice 
that I shall hold you responsible for all losses that may be occasioned by her unnecessary and unwarrantable 
deten'ion, and request that the vessel at once proceeds to sea. 


Iam, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. BOTTERILL. 





No. 86. 


” Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received July 10.) 
(No. 24.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 5, 1862. 

IN allusion to our antecedent despatches of the Sth and 15th ultimo, Nos. 19 
and 20, relative to the transfer of slaves from this Province to St. Thomas, and also 
on the subject of our right to correspond with the Governor-General of this 
Province in matters relating to the execution of the Treaty with Portugal for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade, we have now the honour to lay before your Lordship 
copies and translations of a correspondence which we have subsequently exchanged 
with the Governor-General on these subjects. 

2. As was to have been expected, perhaps, the answer returned to our commu- 
nication of the 5th ultimo proved in all respects unsatisfactory. His Excellency 
alleges therein that the negroes embarked here for the Island of St. Thomas’s are 
Portuguese subjects removing legally from one Portuguese Province to another, 
with passports signed by him; and he denies that the eg of the 3rd July, 1842, 
confers any right on Her Majesty’s officers to inquire into this matter on board the 
vessels conveying those negroes. 

He, therefore, solemnly protests against any such proceedings, and against the 
detention or capture of any Portuguese ship under such a pretext, adverting very 
pointedly to the distinction which he conceives such acts would present to the 
world in the proceedings of British cruizers towards Portuguese ships, as com- 
pared with their proceedings towards French ships, these latter having, he 
observes, carried off. tens of thousands of negroes from the River Congo, without 
any opposition whatever on the pays of Great Britain. 

3. Referring to the case of the ‘ Liberdade,” the Governor-General states that - 
he had given passports for 52 free Portuguese subjects and 10 slaves to proceed to 
St. Thomas’s in that vessel. 

No steps whatever were taken, so far'as we are informed, to investigate the 
case of the negroes shipped on board that vessel. We are not told whether the 10 
slaves were bond fide household servants accompanying their master, in conformity 
with Article V of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, although from information 
derived from other sources, we have reason to know that such was not the case, but ~ 
that they were slaves sent by parties here to their agents at St. Thomas’s. 

Considering, however, the ground and tone of the correspondence on the part 
of the Governor-General, a fair investigation of the circumstances attending the 
embarkation of these negroes was not to have been expected. 

4. In replying to this communication, it appears to us expedient to set the 
Governor-General right as to the state of the question mooted therein. We 
proceeded, therefore, to explain that the positions in which French and Portuguese 
ships employed in transporting negroes from this coast are placed as regards Her 
Majesty’s cruizers are in no way analogous, inasmuch as there is no Treaty in 
existence between Great Britain and France whereby the practice of transporting 
the natives of Africa by sea for the pur of reducing them to slavery was 
declared to be a highly penal crime, and giving mutual right of search on board 
vessels engaged or suspected of being engaged in that practice, whereas with 
Portugal oa is such a Treaty in existence. 

e then observed that his Excellency was not correct in his assumption that 
Great Britain had never raised the slightest difficulty in regard to those proceed- 
ings on the part of the French Government to which he referred, and we pointed 
out to him one fact regarding the transport of these negroes which ap to us 
to constitute a very seonntint difference in the two cases, viz., that in the case of 
French ships the negroes were conveyed to Colonies where slavery was totally 
abolished by law, whereas those embarked in Portuguese ships were introduced 
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into a Colony where the condition of slavery still unfortunately continues to be 
maintained ; and where, we might have added, it appears to us to be a matter of 
some doubt whether the Portuguese authorities have the mears of preventing them 
from being, in the words of the Treaty, “ reduced to slavery.” 

5. By the annexed copy of the Governor-General’s reply to our above. 
mentioned letter, your Lordship will perceive that his Excellency sustains the 
accuracy of the comparisons which he had advanced in his previous despatch of 
the 7th ultimo, and repeats that Her Majesty’s officers can merely go on board 
the vessels conveying these negroes for the purpose of ascertaining whether the 
list me ~~ and number of passports correspond with the number of persons actually 
on board. 

The Governor-General then introduces the subject of the measures adopted by 
Her Majesty’s Government for the disposal of negroes found on board vessels of 
unknown nationality captured by British cruizers, assumes (upon rather slight 
foundation) that those negroes being ‘torn from their native country by violence, 
and coerced to go to a foreign country,” are subjected to ill-treatment in Her 
Majesty’s Colonies, remarks that ‘Great Britain has not the shadow of a right to 
dispose of these negroes, unless it be the right of being the strongest ;” and then. 
(with a certain degree of assurance) proceeds to add, that all this is so manifest 
that it cannot be controverted. 

6. On the eee tenor of this despatch, as, indeed, of the whole of the corre- 
spondence to which we now beg leave to request the favour of your Lordship’s atten- 
tion, it will be for your judgmeut to pronounce; but we deemed it advisable not to 
permit the statements advanced by the Governor-General—somewhat irrelevantly, 
as it would appear, but apparently with a view of establishing similar delinquency 
on the part of Great Britain as regards the disposal and treatment of negroes found 
on board captured vessels and sent to British Colonies—erroneous as those state- 
ments really are, to remain on record without some early attempt at correction ; 
and it was under this feeling that we addressed to his Excellency the reply of which 
a copy is inclosed. 

7. We also added in this reply, that in virtue of the compacts founded on 
common consent between the two countries, we could not concur in the very 
restricted view taken by his Excellency of the duties of British and Portuguese 
officers employed in the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

8. On the 29th ultimo we received another despatch from the Governor-General, 
dated the 23rd April, in the first part of which, with regard to the disposal of 
negroes found on board vessels captured by British cruizers, he endeavoured to 
prove that the right conferred on Great Britain by Treaties with certain foreign 
Powers—which Treaties relate, he observes, only to the vessels of the contracting 
nations—cannot authorize the disposal of negroes found on board vessels of unknown 
nationality ; and explaining, at some length, the sense in which he used the words 
contained in his previous despatch, he remarks that they were not susceptible of 
the interpretation we had put upon them. Whether they were or not, the contents 
of this despatch does not appear to us to afford any satisfactory explanation on the 
Matter. 

9. We, therefore, in acknowledging its receipt, limited ourselves to a few 
cursory observations on the conclusion adopted by the Governor-General as to the 
right of Her Majesty’s Government to dispose of slaves from on board captured 
vessels, as founded ‘on the stipulations of Treaties with foreign Powers, and to 
commenting very briefly on the other topics of the above-mentioned despatch. 

10. This letter was returned to us the following day, accompanied by the 
despatch, a translation of which is subjoined, and which we considered as terminating 
this correspondence. ; 2 

11. Your Lordship will not fail to observe the manner in which the Governor- 
General, throughout this correspondence, assumes that Her Majesty's officers have 

| ho right to inquire on board the vessels engaged in transporting these negroes 
whether they are free or not. It is upon this assumption that he seems prepared to 
make a stand, endeavouring, at the same time, to give a legal aspect to the 
proceedings against which we have been contending by repeatedly asserting that 
the negroes now being transferred to St. Thomas are Portuguese subjects removing 
from one Portuguese province to another; and in his despatch of the 23rd_ultimo 
Inclosure No. 5) he says that “ they are Portuguese citizens whom the Portuguese 
overnment may consider it of interest to the public cause to oblige to change their 
residence.” 
Crass A, 2D 
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12, This remark had previously been made and much herbed upon by his 
Excellency in conversation with Her Majesty’s Commissioner, and Mr. Gabriel had 
assured him, in reply, that whilst Her Majesty’s Government sought but one object, 
viz., the suppression of the Slave Trade, it would not, he felt persuaded, be baffled 
by any subterfuge. 

13. It is absurd to say that these negroes are Portuguese citizens ag from 
the fact of their being brought into this city from the interior as slaves, sold here, 
and vag php given to authorize their shipment to St. Thomas. 

14. It is ridiculous to maintain that, even supposing them to be natives of any 
part of the interior within the nominal geographical limits of this province—and we 
regret to say that slaves are obtained from many of the native tribes within those 
limits—that that constitutes them Portuguese citizens; for vast districts of this 
country, although nominally within the Portuguese jurisdiction, are, in reality, as 
independent as Portugal herself : and, in truth, it cannot be said that the Portuguese 
dominion in Angola extends beyond a very few miles of the extensive line of coast 
which forms the seaboard of the province. 

Here and there, no doubt, for a distance of 300 miles in the interior, there are 
Portuguese settlements, and Portuguese authorities appointed to command small 
detachments of troops; but the actual power and authority over the surrounding 
tribes is known to be entirely in the hands of the Native Chiefs, who traffic in 
slaves as freely and undisguisedly as if no European authority had ever been 
established on these shores. 

It may, therefore, be permitted us to ask, can the natives of those districts, 
many of whom appear for sale in this city, from time to time, be considered 
Portuguese subjects? And again, my Lord, if they are to be considered in that 
light, what construction are we to put upon the Governor-General’s dictum that the 
Portuguese Government may consider it of interest to the public cause to oblige 
them to change their residence? If they are Portuguese citizens we presume they 
are not criminals, and whence, therefore, their arbitrary and forcible expulsion from 
their country ? 

15. But, my Lord, it would have been as unwise as useless, we submit, for us 
to have followed the Governor-General.into such arguments. It is hard to 
conceive that so palpably lame a defence of the system of transporting negroes 
to St. Thomas could have been seriously set up by his Excellency, and perhaps 
no information which we have yet been enabled to give your Lordship upon the 
actual state of this question throws more light upon the course and cao of this 
J.ocal Government with respect to it, than the words which we have above quoted 
from the Secretary-General’s despatch to us of the 23rd ultimo. 

16. Before concluding this despatch, we have yet to submit to your Lordship 
a few observations on the Governor-General’s repeated refusal to recognize in us any 
right to address him upon matters affecting the execution of the Treaty. 

It is worthy of remark, with regard to this mutter, that his Excellency, 
whilst returning our letters in accordance with the intention he expressed on a 
former occasion, has, nevertheless, thought proper to answer them at some length. 

He now, however, intimates to us that he does not intend in future to notice 
any cummunications we may make to him on matters yoy: to the Slave Trade, 
being of opinion that the duties of the Commissioners are those, and those only, 
expressed in the Treaty. 

In the despatch of the Secretary General, dated the 2nd instant (Inclosure No. 7), 
we can see nothing more than a determination to carry out those views, and an 
attempt to silence us by again dictating a course which would, we respectfully 
submit, materially abridge the effectual agency of the British Commissioners here, 
and deprive them of a power the exercise of which his Excellency probably finds 
distasteful. 

17. The Governor-General, towards the close of this correspondence, completely 
misinformed as to the ipaageale on record, takes exception more particularly to 
our corresponding with him collectively; and as we conceive that without any 
essential detriment to the service or the duties confided to our care, we could so 
far yield on this point as to propose that the correspondence should in future be 
signed by Her Majesty’s Commissioner only, we submitted this proposal to him. 
His Excellency, however, declined to accept it, and as we did not consider ourselves 
authorized to make any further advances lest we might, in any degree, compromise 
what we humbly conceive to be the acknowled right of Her Majesty’s Commis- 
sioners, the matter dropped. Nevertheless, should any case of importance arise, 
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requiring that immediate and decisive steps be taken, we have no doubt but that 
we can 80 arrange matters as to secure a hearing on the part of the Governor- 
General ; and meanwhile having, as we felt it our duty to do, protested against 
his Excellency’s views, we can only now wait with great anxiety your Lordship’s 
instructions on this point. 

19. In endeavouring to establish our right to correspond with the Governor- 
General, we took occasion, as your Lordship will perceive, to refer to the practice 
of successive Governments here since the first establishment of this Commission 
in 1843, but more especially to the course followed by Colonel Amaral, whose 
administration of the Government of this province during a period of six years 
was eminently characterized by a fair and honourable fulfilment of the Treaty 
engagements of phe 9 towards Great Britain, and who showed himself ever 
ready to co-operate with us in our efforts to prevent the revival of the Slave Trade. 
The present Governor-General, however, in denying us this right, defends himself 
by asserting that he would fail in his duty if he did not “abolish abusive practices ;” 
losing sight apparently not alone of the high public reputation of the officer to 
whose administration we had referred, but also of the important fact that the 
constant practice alluded to was well known to the Government of His Most 
Faithful Majesty, and countenanced and sanctioned by it. 

20. Such a declaration as this, my Lord, appears to us to be quite in keeping 
with the whole tenor of this correspondence, from which we now respectfully leave 
your Lordship to draw your own conclusions. It only remains, therefore, for us 
to add the expression of our sincere hope that the answers which we have returned 
to the Governor-General’s despatches will meet with the concurrence of Her 
Majesty’s Government, and that your Lordship will not consider that we have 
exceeded the scope or spirit of our duties on this occasion, or that there has been 
any failure in that respect which we are well aware is due, and which we have been 
ever most studiously careful, both in our conduct and language, to show to the 
authorities of His Most Faithful Majesty. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 86. 


The Secretary-General to the Government of Angcla to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 


( Translation.) 
Gentlemen, Office of the Secretary to the General Government of Loanda, April 7, 1862. 

HIS Excellency the Governor-General of the Province has received your despatch of the Sth instant. and 
examined its contents. 

You not being competent to address the General Government of Angola upon the matter to which that 
despatch relates, as his Excellency observed in a letter addressed to you on the same day (the 5th), he might 
abstain from taking it into consideration, or replying to it in any manner whatever. As, however, the subject of 
this despatch is of the greatest moment, and Her Britannic Majesty's Consul feels that he cannot receive despatches 
from the General Government relating to this subject, the Governor-General is of opinion that the prescribed 
forms ought to be dispensed with this time, and orders that, in reply to the above-mentioned despatch, I say to 
you as follows :— 

His Excellency is convinced that the Government of Her Britannic Majesty labours under a mistake if it 
Page that, from any other part of the Portuguese coast, excepting the port of Loanda, negroes have gone to 

t. Thomas. 

The Government of this Province prohibits all its subaltern authorities from granting passports to St. Thomas. 
It is certain that its orders have been obeyed; and it is not aware that, in an illicit way, any one has left this 
province for the said island. _& 

Therefore, whatever representations in this respect may have been addressed to the British Government, 
they are without foundation, and their authors, whoever they may be, have been desirous of deceiving that 
Government. , 

With respect to the negroes embarked at Loanda for the Island of St. Thomas, they have been embarked in 
perfect conformity with the law; each one of them being provided with a passport signed by the Governor- 
General, granted after the observance of the most rigorons formalities. They are Portugues» subjects who are 
removing legally from this Portuguese province to another neighbouring province, also Portuguese; and the 
dispositions of the Treaty of July 3, 1842, in all their rigour, are observed in respect to them—not more than 
10 slaves going in each vessel ; indeed, this r is ever carried beyond that prescribed in the Treaty, because 
it is there stipulated that each settler cannot take more than 10 slaves in the same ship $ and, at present, whatever 
may be the number of settlers, not more than 10 slaves are allowed to go, and the “libertos,” to which the Decree 
of the 14th December, 1854, alludes, are, in this point of view, put on footing with slaves, although they are free 


people. ce ah H seelhg pony 
Thus, also, any reports which may have been made in this respect to Her Britannic Majesty's Government 
are unfounded, and are rower Sn illude that i alg Pd ‘le Pat a” Prise 
His E en: , the: lore, not to ren ou any co-opera' in pu an en a pra nice pe Tee y 
legal, veoh ab that of the emigration which has place from Loanda to St. Thomas—an emigration which is 
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carried on under the inspection of the Portuguese authority, the only authority which has to take cognizance of 
the matter. 

As regards the patacho “ Liberdade,” his Excellency orders it to be said to you that she is about to sail for 
St. Thomas, and that all the prescribed formalities will be observed; that all the passengers will have perfectly 
legal passports, his Excellency having already given them to fifty-two free Portuguese and ten slaves ; and that, 
beyond the passengers who may take passports, she will only have on board her crew, as specified in the muster- 
roll; that is to say, this vessel will sail in perfect harmony with the law, as they all do, because the authorities 
discharge their duty. 

With reference to the instructions which you say have been received, and which will be given to the 
commanders of the cruizers in order rigorously to examine and inquire on board the packets and other vessels 
which transport these negrovs hence to St. Thomas, “ if they are in that state of entire and perfect freedom which may 
justify their removal ; and, in the event of their not being so, to detain the ships and bring them before the Mixed 
Commission ;” and, referring also to your observation that the impediments which may thereby arise to licit 
commerce must be imputed to those who are employed in the forcible conveyance of these negroes to St. Thomas, 
Pot not to the proceedings of Her Britannic Majesty's officers, his Excellency orders me to reply to you as 
follows :-— 

The Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, neither in letter nor spirit, authorizes the English cruizers to inquire 
on board the Portuguese ships, which they may examine, except as to whether they convey slaves, or present any 
indications or preparations to engage in the Traffic; and it is only when they convey slaves, or present any 
indications that they are about to receive slaves, that those cruizers can detain or capture them. 

The ships which convey passengers from Loanda to St. Thomas do not carry slaves (except those allowed 
by law), nor do they present any fittings or preparations for receiving them, They cannot, therefore, be detained 
or captured, 

The English cruizers have not the least right to ask any one of these passengers, who is in a free condition, 
as shown by the passport which he takes, whether he goes or not by his own will. 

There is not in the Treaties and Conventions a single word which authorizes any interpretation to the contrary, 
and the dignity and independence of Portugal rejects them. 

Those cruizers, on finding all the negro passengers with legal passports, and the negroes who are said to 
be sailors duly entered on the ship's muster-roll, cannot, without offending the Portuguese nation, as a free and 
independent nation, make any further examination or inquiry whatever, except as to the number of passengers 
who go in the condition of slaves. 

His Excellency, therefore, at once solemnly protests against the alleged pretension of a right on the part 
of the English eruizers to inquire into any matter beyoud that clearly specified in the preceding paragraphs. He 
solennly protests against any proceeding which may take place on board Portuguese ships in virtue of such 
pretensions; and he likewise protests against the detention or capture of any Portuguese ship under this 
pretext. 

And the impediments which may thereby result to licit commerce can never be imputed to those who 
undertake the emigration from Loanda to St. Thomas with all the prescribed formalities, and under the protection 
of the authorities and of the law, but to tie ernizers which may abuse force, trample on right, and insult the 
Portisuese flag and nation, in virtue of a pretension which is neither admissible nor justifiable. 

His Excelleney, however, hopes that such proceedings will not take place, because he cannot believe that the 
officers of Her Britannic Majesty would wish that the world should witness such strange excesses and abuses 
practised on this coast by the English naval forees towards Portugal, because she is a small nation, and compare 
them with the condescensions and forbearance shown for so many years on this same coast towards France, 
because she is a great nation, she having exported from the Zaire tens of thousands of negroes, purchased from 
the natives, without England's raising the slightest difficulty ; negroes, moreover, who were not, like those which 
go from here to St. Thomas, French subjects proceeding from one Province to another of the same nation, 

Tn conclusion, vou say it is your duty to request his Excellency’s attention to the serious responsibility which 
he will incur if it should be proved that the negroes now being embarked for St. Thomas have been introduced 
there in violation of the Treaty stipulations between Portugal and Great Britain. 

His Excellency views it as remarkable that the British Commissioner and Arbitrator should consider it to be 
their duty to remind him of his responsibility as the Delegate of the Portuguese Government in this province, 
because it is indeed remarkable; and consequently he only orders me to say to you that it was not necessary for 
you to give yourselves the trouble of reminding him of the discharge of his duties, because he knows them, as he 
knows also the responsibility which attaches to him if he does not fulfil them. He will reply for his acts before 
his own Government and country. , 

Finally, | am commanded to say to you that his Excellency will not, in future, receive any despatches from 
you collectively or individually, except upon matters relating to the Mixed Commission or Board of Superintendence, 
which are those appertaining to you, or upon the Slave Trade, in those cases laid down in the Portaria of the 
14th February, 1854, which on the 7th of August of that year was communicated to the British Commissioner ; 
that is, “when the urgency of the case may be such that it cannot, without inconvenience, wait a solution 
through the established course,” a case which can never occur whilst there is here a Consul of Her Britannic 
Majesty. 

Any despatches which you may address to the Governor-General, except on those matters and under those 


circumstances, will be returned. 
God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 86. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, April 11, 1862. 
WE have been honoured by the receipt of the reply which your Excellency caused to be given to our despatch 
of the 5th instant relative to the removal of negroes from this province to St. Thomas. This reply we shall hasten 
to bring to the knowledge of Her Majesty's Government, and we now beg leave to subjoin a few observations on 
some parts thereof. P 
_ As your Excelleney distinetly admits that the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, authorizes Her Majesty's officers 
to inquire, on board the Portuguese ships which they may examine, whether they convey slaves, it would appear 
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superfluous for us to offer any comments upon this point, more particularly as the Ist Article of Annex B to the 
said Treaty is sufficiently clear and explicit thereon, where it says ‘‘ that the Commander of any ship belonging to 
the Royal British or Portuguese navy, who shall be furnished with the requisite instructions, shall have a right to 
visit, search, and detain (except within the limits excepted in Article II of the Treaty) any British or Portuguese 
vessel which shall be actually engaged, or suspected to be engaged, in transporting negroes or others for the 
purpose of consigning them to slavery.” 

We feel it, therefore, quite unnecessary for us to insist upon the right which Her Majesty’s officers have 
under the Treaty, to inquire whether the negroes whom they may find on board Portuguese vessels at sea are 
destined to be consigned to slavery or not, and, should it be found that they are, then to take measures for putting 
a stop to this abuse, and for securing to those negroes the final and complete emancipation to which they aie 
entitled under the Treaty. : 

Your Excellency, in expressing a hope that Her Majesty's officers will not resort to such measures, adds that 
it would present to the world a strange distinction in their mode of proceeding towards Portuguese ships as 
compared with French ships; these latter having, your Excellency is pleased to say, carried off tens of thousands 
of negroes from the Congo without any opposition on the part of England—negroes, moreover, who were not, like 
those which go from here to St. Thomas, French subjects proceeding from one province tu another of the same 
nation. 

On what your Excellency has here advanced as to the difference which might be observable in the proceedings 
of British officers towards Portuguese as compared with French vessels, we cannot but beg permission to remark, 
that the positions in which the ships of the two nations are placed are in no degree analogous; they du not, indeed, 
bear a moment's comparison. 

There is no Treaty between Great Britain and France in which the practice “ of transporting the natives of 
Africa by sea for the purpose of reducing them to slavery is declared to be a highly penal crime in their respective 
dominions, and for the subjects of their respective Crowns.” and giving mutual right of search on board “ vessels 
actually engaged, or suspected of being engaged, in transporting negroes or others for the purpose of consigning 
them to slavery; but there is such a Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal, and therefore there is no parity, 
so far as regards Slave ‘Trade acts or pursuits, between Portuguese and French ships. We will, however, observe 
that, for a period,a Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade did exist between England and France, throughout 
which time the provisions of that Treaty were executed by the French with undeviating fidelity; nor, while it 
lasted, was the French flag found upon the coast connected with negro bondage under any pretence. 

We cannot conceal the surprise with which we find your Excellency labouring under a yet greater mistake, in 
supposing that Great Britain never offered any opposition to those proceedings on the part of the French Govern- 
ment, to which reference is made. 

She did not of course resort to those means of opposition which neither special Treaty stipulations nor 
the general Law of Nations would have justified, but she did employ every means allowed her by the usages 
of international comity, until at last she has had the satisfaction of seeing her disinterested humanity and inde- 
fatigable exertions crowned with success by the Decree of His Majesty the Emperor of the French for putting 
an end to the system referred to on an approaching day. 

It will, no doubt, be gratifying to your Excellency to hear that we have just received information of a like 
happy result having attended the efforts of Great Britain to obtain from another powerful nation, America, 
that most desirable object for which she has been so long and so unremittingly contending—the right of search. 

With regard to Portugal. as to other nations with whom Great Britain has entered into Slave ‘Trade 
Conventions, she merely takes, as we are assured she will continue to take, ample measures for effecting a 
scrupulous fulfilment of the solemn Treaties which subsist. 2 ; 

Referring to the comparison which your Excellency draws hetween the conveyance of negroes in French ships 
from the Congo to the West Indies, and the transport of negroes from one Portuguese Province to another, we 
trust it will not be supposed that we have any wish to palliate or defend the proceedings of the French Govern- 
ment in procuring African labour, if we venture to point out that they had at least one most important and 
essential advantage over that of the removal of negroes hence to St. Thomas’s, which is, that the Africans were 
taken to Colonies in which the condition of slavery is absolutely and entirely prohibited by law, and where no 
person can hold slaves; whereas those being embarked at Loanda are transported to a Colony where not only 
does slavery exist, but where slaves are in great demand, the market price of them in that Colony being about 
five times more than the combined cost of obtaining and conveying them thither from this Province. 

In conclusion, it ouly remains for us to refer to the opinion which your Excellency has expressed as to its 
not being within the sphere of our ducies to address you on such subjects, although holding, as we do, the positive 
instructions of Her Majesty's Government to that effect, which we were careful to state to your Excellency in 
our despatch of the 5th instant. See fois ‘ 

Your Excellency is pleased to say that you cannot acknowledge in Her Majesty's Commissioners any right 
to address you upon the matters to which our above-mentioned despatch relates, notwithstanding the orders of 
the two Governments, and the practice hitherto invariably followed ; and you decline to receive any further corre- 
spondence from them on these subjects. : oo P 

Your Excellency is pleased, moreover, to express it as your opinion that Her Majesty's Consul is alone 
the functionary to whom you can address yourself on such matters, although your Excellency is aware ne 
has most reluctantly felt himself obliged to decline receiving any communication from you on Slave Trade 
subjects. . 

? It is obvious, therefore, that the effect of these views must he to suspend all correspondence on such subjects 
between this Provincial Government and Her Majesty's authorities residing here. Whether such was your 
Excellency’s wish in adopting the course which you have now thought proper to do, we will not pretend Ps say ; 
but we beg leave to add that, as we have no choice in this matter, we must consider it our duty to act under our 
instructions until the pleasure of the two Governments be known upon the objections raised by your ee 
and that we shall accordingly continue to address to your Excellency letters communicating sig a ey whic 
we may receive, calculated to further the benevolent ends which the two High Contracting Parties a Js view 
by the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, and to assist your Excellency in following up that Treaty with the same 
loyalty and good faith in which it was contracted iat te 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
- H. V. HUNTLEY, 


iS) 
i) 


Cuiass A. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 86. 


The Secretary-General to the Government of Angola to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 


(Translation. ) 

Gentlemen, Office of the Secretary-General to Government, Loanda, April 14, 1862. 
1N conformity with what was stated to you in a despatch of the 7th instant, his Excellency the Governor- 

General orders that I return to you the despatch which you addressed to him on the 11th instant, which I now 

return inclosed, 

Tam also commanded to say to you that it is not without reason that his Excellency made the comparison 
between the contemplated proceedings on the part of English cruizers with respect to ships bound from Loanda 
to St. Thomas with passengers, and their proceedings up to the present time towards French ships leaving the 
Congo with negroes. 

The Treaty which exists between Portugal and Great Britain cannot by any means embrace the pretension 
which is now put forward, according to your communications, that of English cruizers going on board Portuguese 
ships conveying passengers from Loanda to St. Thomas’ to inquire if those passengers go by their own will. 

These ships proceed to sea having complied with all legal formalities, and after having been duly inspected 
by the proper authorities. They take free passengers, all with passports in due form given by the superior 
authority of the province; they are not, therefore, ships which take, or can be suspected of taking, negroes to 
St. Thomas’ for the purpose of reducing them to slavery, and, therefore, the English cruizers can merely go on 
board to see if the list of the crew and the number of the passperts agrees with the population existing on board. 
‘The above-mentioned inquiry, if made, would be a reproach upon the superior authorities of Angola and St. Thomas, 
besides being an illegality. 

‘The pretension referred to cannot, therefore, be founded on the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, and whoever 
offers it to Portugal, with reference to free Portuguese subjects proceeding from one Portuguese province to 
another, might, with much greater reason, offer to France the pretension that she could not buy human beings 
trom the natives of Africa, and carry them off against their will from the Congo to her Colonies, and that they had 
the right 10 oppose this, 

france would not admit this pretension because she is a free and independent nation, and this is what his 
Excellency does, protesting against the pretension which has been made to him, as he has protested and does 
protest, on the part of the Portuguese nation, And his Excellency does this with so much more reason, because 
he is certain that Great Britain undoubtedly would not admit a similar pretension which Portugal might offer to 
her, with much, if not entire foundation, in reply to her pretension. 

Portugal might say that the negroes captured by the English cruizers in ships without any established nationality 
taken to the English Colonies, and there employed in labour by the planters, are coerced in all this, and go, therefore, 
much against their will, and that England cannot allege the shadow of a right to dispose of these negroes, unless it 
be the right of being the strongest. 

It is not possible to disprove this, because it is manifest, and neither can it be alleged that these negroes are 
more fortunate in British Colonies, because Portugal has an internal example which shows her the fate which 
awaits the labourers imported there. It is that of the colonists engaged some years since in St. Antonio, Cape 
Verdes. 

These negroes were treated in such a manner in Guiana that their cries of anguish crossed the Atlantic from 
Demerara to Lisbon, and the Portuguese Government had to send a ship there to redeem them from the 
martyrdom under which they were suffering; and can it be maintained that for the uncivilized negroes from the 
interior of Africa, who remain there without having any one from whom they can ask the slightest protection, a 
better fate may be reserved ? 

If, therefore, it were admitted that the English cruizers might go on board Portuguese ships to inquire as to 
the good will or otherwise of the free passengers who go from hence to St. Thomas, with their passports perfectly 
legal, and might detain the ships when any of those passengers thought of saying that he did not go spontaneously, 
what right would not the Portuguese cruizers have to detain the English ships conveying the above-mentioned 
negroes, who are not English subjects, and who are torn from their native country by violence, and coerced to 
go to a foreign country ? 

His Excellency, therefore, orders it to be said to you that the comparison which he made is perfectly 
exact. That the Treaty recently celebrated between Great Britain and France in no respect alters this question, 
and in so muchas you say that they had no right to prevent the carrying away of negroes by the French from 
the Congo, and they would not allow that the Portuguese should detain English ships under the circumstances 
above referred to, much less can they proceed towards ships employed in legally transporting free Portuguese 
subjects from hence to St. Thomas, in the manner in which it is said to be intended. 

His Excellency orders it also to be said to you, that in the same manner in which you state that you will 
continue to address yourselves to him, communicating any information which you may receive, tending to 
promote the ends which the Governments of Portugal and England had in view «i concluding the Treaty of the 
3rd July, 1842, he declares that he will continue to return to you any despatches which you may address to 
him, not because he wishes to suspend the correspondence upon this subject, but because it is not with you he 
ought to hold it. 

His Excellency will receive all information, he wishes that it should be given to him, he will act upon it in all 
respects as his duty may require him to do; but there is a Consul of Her Britannic Majesty here, and he is the 
only functionary competent to communicate such information officially to him, and with that functionary you 
may come to an understanding for the purpose. mo 

In conclusion, his Excellency commands me also to state to you that the responsibility of any inconvenience 
which may arise from such communications not having been received, will fall upon the British ‘authorities who 
refuse to proceed in conformity with the general rules established between nations, and with the special arrange- 
menta which have been entered into between the Governments of Portugal and England. 

God preserve, &c, (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 86. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Governor-General of the Prevines of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, April 19, 1862. 

WE have received the despatch addressed to us on the 14th instant, by your Excellency’s direction. i 
to one from us dated the 11th, which you declined to receive. sila Spe OY 

Respecting the right which the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, confers on British and Portuguese officers, of 
boarding and searching ships conveying negroes, we do not deem it necessary to enter into any lengthened argument, 
and we therefore merely take leave to remark that we do not find in that Treaty any stipulation confining the action 
of those officers on board the shi 8 in question within the very narrow limits laid down by your Excellency, viz., 
— of ascertaining whether the list of crew and number of passports correspond with the population existing on 

oard. 

We are assured, moreover, that such a restricted view of the duties of the officers of the two nations will not 
receive the concurrence of either of their Governments. 

But in support of the views expressed by your Excellency in a previous despatch of the 7th instant, and in 
justification of the forced conveyance of negroes from this province to St. Thomas, your Excellency has now, 
whilst returning our despatch of the 14th instant, thought proper, in answer to that despatch, to advance some 
statements which call for a brief reply. 

Your Excellency says that the negroes found on board ships captured by Her Majesty’s cruizers without any 
established nationality are taken by coercion to British Colonies, and there employed in labour by the planters ; 
adding, that England cannot allege the shadow of a right to dispose of these negroes, unless it be the right of 
being the strongest, and that this is so manifest as not to admit of disproof, 

In reply to this, it might be sufficient for us to remind your Excellency that in all the Treaties entered into b y Great 
Britain with foreign Powers for the suppression of the Slave Trade it is expressly stipulated that the negroes found 
on board ships detained under those Treaties “ shall be placed at the disposal of the Government to whom belongs 
the cruizer which made the capture ;” but we cannot refrain from observiug, also, that it is not necessary for Great 
Britain to rest her justification in this matter upon Laws or Treaties, or any other human Ordinances, inasmuch 
as, independent of them, she possesses a far higher and more sacred right to dispose of these Africans in such a 
manner as shall effectually redeem them from slavery ; it is a right founded on the interests of religion, of justice, 
and of humanity. 

But as we presume your Excellency will admit that the British Government is bound to dispose of these 
unfortunate beings in some manner or other, may we be permitted to ask what mode of doing so your Excellency 
would propose ? 

Would you deem it more advisable and more conducive to their welfare if they were re-landed on the shores of 
Africa, from whence they had been embarked, to become again, as they assuredly would, the victims of the inhuman 
slave-dealers, and be either massacred or re-shipped to Cuba and consigned to a fate more cruel even than 
death ? 

With regard to the treatment which these negroes receive in the West Indies, we resret to find that your 
Excellency appears to have been so much misinformed. The information collected by the French Government on 
the establishment and working of the system of free labour in the West Indies, and the Reports of the Commis- 
sioners appointed by that Government some years since to inquire into the results of the free labour system in the 
British Colonies, show plainly and indisputably what have been the effects of British emancipation; and should 
your Excellency desire to be correctly informed on this matter, the Reports to which we refer, as well as the 
extensive and minute information on this subject collected and printed under the authority of the British Parliament, 
shall be placed at your disposal, and will, we have no doubt, lead vour Excellency to very different conclusions 
from those at which you appear to have arrived from the alleged and isolated case of a few disappoin ed negroes 
who emigrated from St, Antonio, in the Cape Verdes, to one of the British West India Colonies. 

Her Majesty’s Government, well assured that it is by truth only that the interests of humanity can be promoted, 
have since tendered to the Government of Her Catholic Majesty permission to send Commissioners to the British 
Colonies in the West Indies to inquire into these matters, should it desire to follow the example of the French 
Government. 

In adverting a second time to the measures adopted by the British Government for the disposal of the negroes 
found on board captured slavers, your Excellency says, that “ they are torn from their native country by violence, 
and coerced to go to a foreign country.” ‘This is, no doubt, strictly true if applied to the Portuguese slave-dealers 
on this coast, who, in violation of the Treaty engagements contracted towards Great Britain! by the Crown of 
Portugal, and in open detiance of the laws of Portugal, continue in the most scandalous manner to traffic in human 
flesh. 

Her Majesty's officers simply rescue the Africans from the hands of these miscreants, and send them to 
Colonies where the act of Britis emancipation having been absolute and unqualified, there does not exist a single 
law which makes any distinction between the white man and the black. : . 

It, therefore. in using the words already quoted from your Excellency’s despatch, it should have been your 
intention to charge the British Government with having caused these negroes to be torn from their native country 
by violence, we cannot refrain from saying that it is much to be. lamented that your Exceliency should have 
permitted yourself, however strong may be your prepossession against the untiring and generous efforts of the 
British nation for the extinction of slavery and the Slave Trade, to hazard such an imputation upon Her Majesty's 
Government—an imputation involving a violation of national honour and faith, and a participation in acts which, 
by whatever nation 8 are done or permitted to be done, are regarded in England, and in the civilized world at 
large, with increasing abhorrence. : a se . 

In conclusion, we beg leave to observe that the doctrine that the British Commissioners at this place are not 
authorized to treat with the Local Government on matters relating to the due fulfilment of the Treaty, although 
once before asserted and frankly met by the Portaria of the Minster of Marine and Colonies, dated 14th February, 
1854, has, independent of that Portaria, been actually set at nought by the invariable practice of successive 
Governments, since the first establishment of the Mixed Court in 1843, and more particularly by the Government 
of your Excellency’s predecessor, Councillor José Rodrigues Coelho do Amaral, who, with that straightforwardness 
of thinking and conduct which peculiarly characterized him, especially in his laudable desire to promote the honour 
and dignity of his nation by a faithful observance of Treaties, was on several occasions himself personally the first 
to enter upon such matters with the Queen’s Commissioners. . 

Upon the course, however, which your Excellency has adopted in regard to our correspondence, we feel it 
unnecessary to offer any further comments, but we consider that we should fail in our duty if we were not to 
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protest against it strongly, or if we were so far to acquiesce in it as to abstain from the due discharge of those 
duties the interruption of which, in this manner, we feel directed not against ourselves, but against the Government 
whose commission we have the honour to hold. 

Finally, it only remains for us to observe, with reference to the last paragraph of the despatch of the 14th 
instant, that upon whoever your Excellency may think proper to place the responsibility of any inconvenience which 
may arise from the course adopted by you, this appears to us to be a point the final decision of which belongs to 
higher authorities. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 86. 


The Secretary- General to the Government of Angola to Her Majestu's Commissioners. 


(Translation.) 
Gentlemen, Office of the Secretary-General to the Government at Loanda, April 23, 1862. 

IN conformity with the communication made to you in the despatches of the 7th and 14th instant, his 
Excellency the Governor-General commands me to return the letter which you addressed to him on the 19th, and 
with reference to some passages of that letter he orders me to make the following observations :— 

That which his Excellency ordered to be said to you in my despatch of the 14th instant, respecting the rights 
of English officers in visiting Portuguese ships, perfectly accords with what was stated in my despatch of the 7th, 
and with the provisions of the Treaty. 

The ships leaving this port perfectly legalized by the Portuguese authorities, it is for the cruizers only, so far 
as regards the passengers, to see that the list of the crew and the passports agree with the number of persons existing on 
hoard. ‘They have nothing to inquire as to the circumstances of the persons legally allowed to leave this port, unless 
it be whether there go a greater number of slaves than that stipulated in the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. Such 
is the opinion of his Excellency, who will answer for the passports which he may give for the departure of these 
Portuguese subjects, and he is certain that it will also be the opinion of his Government. 

You say that in all the ‘Treaties which Great Britain has celebrated for the suppression of the Traffic in 
Slaves, it is stipulated that the negroes tound on board captured vessels shall be placed at the disposal of the 
Government to whom belongs the capturing ship. 

His Excellency orders me to say to vou— 

Ist. That this is perfectly true, but with the essential difference that those Treaties relate only to the ships of 
the two contracting nations. 

2ud. That the Treaties celebrated with a certain number of nations do not authorize the disposal of negroes 
found on board ships of unknown nationality, which were those refecred to in my despatch of the 14th instant ; 
and— 

3rd. That the contrary could only be admitted if there were Treaties with all the nations of the globe, because 
the ship which might appear without any distinctive nationality would belong to some of them. 

His Excellency does not question the right founded on religion, on humanity, and on justice which you allege 
in your despatch, seeing that England takes the slaves to redeem them from slavery, nor upon the means which 
might be preferable to those now employed by her, nor from what I was ordered to say in my above-mentioned 
despatch can it be deduced that he raised such a discussion. 

The Governor wished to show that if England would not permit Portuguese cruizers to detain her ships 
conveying the negroes referred to, which negroes she has no positive right to dispose of in that manner, and which 
are taken away against their will, much less could Portugal accept from her the pretension now put forward 
hy vou,—that of the English cruizers going on board Portuguese ships to inquire if any of the emigrants who go 
to St. Thomas do not go spontaneously, and if so, to detain the ships, inasmuch as this latter case relates to a thing 
which might be, and the former to a thing which is known to be. The former refers to people of whom there is 
no positive right to dispose against their will, the latter yes, because they are Portuguese citizens whom the 
Portuguese Government may consider it of interest to the public cause to oblige to change their residence. 

The conclusion, therefore, which his Excellency wished to draw is quite manifest, and his proposition perfectly 
true. 

His Excellency the Governor-General directed me to say to you, in my despatch of the 14th, for the purpose 
of proving the said proposition, “that tne negroes taken by the English cruizers from the slave-dealers in ships 
without any determined nationality, removed to the British Colonies, and there employed in labour by the planters, 
are coerced in all this, and go, therefore, much against their will.” And he directed me to add further on, “ that 
these negroes are positively known to have been torn from their native country by violence, and to be coerced to 
go to a foreign country.” 

His Excellency, therefore, in stating that the English cruizers take the negroes at sea from the slave-dealers, 
did not say that those cruizers tore them from their native country by violence, because torn from their native 
country they had already found them ; and in asserting that these negroes are coerced to go in English ships to 
British Colonies, he asserted a truism, which no one can seriously contest, and he cannot believe that in so saying 
he offended, even lightly, Great Britain or her Government. 

It is, therefore, without any foundation that you use the last cited words of my despatch of the 14th as a 
pretext for the assertions contained in your letter, with reference to the sentiments of your Government and your 
nation, as well as other civilized nations; of which sentiments his Excellency is assured, cnd which he also 
professes: and for saying that those words are “strictly true if applied to the Portuguese slave-dealers on this 
coast, who in violation of the obligations contracted by the Crown of Portugal towards Great Britain, and in open 
defiance of the laws of Portugal continue in the most scandalous manner to traffic in human flesh, and that the 
English officers only rescue them from the hands of these miscreants,” upon which his Excellency orders me to 
say to you as follows :-— 

In this province it may be said that there are slave-dealers, because the existence of slaves is legal, and there 
are those who purchase and who sell slaves ; but where there are Portuguese authorities the trade in slaves is not 
carried on in transgression of the Treaty with Great Britain, nor in contravention of the laws of the country. 

Beyond the dominion of the Portuguese authority, if there are any Portuguese slave-dealers, certainly they 
do not tear the negroes from their native country by violence, because they have not the force requisite for this, 
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But even if it were not absolutely so, there would be nothing to be astonished at. In every part there are 
evil passions, and all their pernicious effects ; happy would be the nation whose citizens would not be bold enough 
to transgress the laws, either in or out of their country ; and if Portugal and England had this good fortune, 
the Mixed Commissions would not have been instituted to adjudge Portuguese and British slave-ships captured. 

Therefore, that which you say in the passage above transcribed can merely be considered as an injurious and 
gratuitous accusation used in seeking a pretext to fall upon the Portuguese ; and which, therefore, is repelled by 
his Excellency. ‘ 

Respecting the form of correspondence, upon which you dwell forcibly on the argument of established 
practice, his Excellency desires me to say to you that he finds in the archives of the Secretary-General’s office 
examples of the individual correspondence of each one of the British Commissioners who have served in the 
Mixed Commission ; but that he would fail in his duty if he did not abolish this abusive practice. He, however, 
only finds one instance, which occurred in 1854, in which the British Commissioner and Arbitrator constituted 
themselves the Consular or Diplomatic Delegates of their Government, and as such addressed despatches 
collectively to the General Government; despatches which do not appear from the registers of this Government 
to have received any reply. 

This form, therefore, may be everything except the practice followed by a long time, as you affirm. That 
which it is, so to speak, is a true innovation, commenced by you in your despatch of the 24th March last, and 
whi h his Excellency cannot accept, notwithstanding your protests. 

His Excellency orders me also to say to you that, however highly he may appreciate the endowments and 
services of his predecessor, the Councillor José Rodrigues Coelho do Amaral—very appreciable, really—he does 
not admit that he had more at heart than the Governor-General the honour and dignity of his nation, and the 
faithful observance of Treaties celebrated by it. Nor can he accept as the rule of his conduct the proceedings of 
Senhor Amaral, where they may not be in acordance with those established principles and rules which guide his 
Excellency. 

Th atgaliali I am commanded to say to you that, inasmuch as you (although you cannot be recognized in 
any official character to address the Governor-General of this Province upon Slave Trade matters) have allowed 
yourselves to give to this discussion the character of a diatribe, to which his Excellency, by his position and 
character, cannot descend, in future, your despatches upon this subject will be returned without the most simple 
observation, whatever may be the points upon which they touch. 

The British Commissioner and Arbitrator in the Mixed Commission have no other functions than those 
appertaining also to the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator, and can never even act together but in the 
special cases laid down in the law. They are not recognized nor accredited here to exercise any other functions 
collectively, and even then it must be in session of the Mixed Commission, jointly with the Portuguese members. 
For all other purposes his Excellency can only recognize, and will not recognize any but, the accredited Agent of 
Her Britannic Majesty, which is her Consul serving here. 

If, by not wishing to subject themselves to these forms, which are the legal ones, the Agents of Great Britain 
should give cause for the interruption of those relations with the General Government which appertain {o each 
one of them, upon his Excellency cannot be placed the responsibility of any inconvenience which may result 
therefrom. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO, 





Inclosure 6 in No. 86. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, April 30, 1862. 

IN acknowledging the receipt of the despatch delivered to us yesterday, under date the 23rd instant, we have 
the honour to apprise your Excellency that we will lose no time in transmitting a copy thereof to Her Majesty's 
Government, tugether with the entire correspondence which has been exchanged between us, arising out of the 
communication which, in conformity with the precise instructions of Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, we had the honour to address to your Excellency on the 5th instant. 6 ’ ’ 

Adverting to the right which the several Treaties with foreign Powers confer on Great Britain, of disposing 
of negroes found on board captured vessels, your Excellency observes that those Treaties relate only to the ships 
of the two contracting nations, and that the Treaties celebrated with a certain number of nations cannot authorize 
the disposal of negroes found on board ships of uncertain nationality. — . a 

Portugal having, by the Treaty of the 8rd July, 1842, conceded to Great Britain the right of disposing of the 
negroes found on board vessels navigating under the Portuguese flag, as freely and distinctly admitted by your 
Excellency, we cannot refrain from saying that we were induced to hope that your Excellency, as the Representative 
of Portugal in this province, would, with even greater reason, have as frankly recognized her right to dispose of 
negroes found on hoard vessels navigating piratically, which are those vessels referred to in your Excellency 8 
despatch of the 14th instant; that is, vessels without colours and without papers, and therefore not entitled to claim 
the protection of the flag of any nation or State—vessels navigating against the laws of Portugal and of every other 
maritime Power. 

But as your Excellency in your above-mentioned despatch stated that England “ has not the shadow of a 
right to dispose of the negroes found on board these vessels,” and added, moreover, that this is so pani as to 
be incontrovertible, we perceive but little utility in prolonging this correspondence by offering any further comments 
on this point. | 4 ’ weied b ‘iiss 

With reference to that passage in your Excellency’s despatch in which you are pleased to observe tha’ hai 
have now given to this discussion the character of a diatribe, we can only, in reply, beg rae to rane 
your Excellency that in no one instance have we advanced beyond answering, as briefly and Age Raa! possi Ww 
the several comparisons and inferences drawn by your Excellency, which we humbly conceived to be aulty. ° 
could not but huve regarded ourselves as guilty of a dereliction of duty had we allowed those cpa po - 
inferences to pass unnoticed. And we beg leave to assure = that we have been most scrupulous y an ows y 
desirous to abstain from trespassing on your Excellency with any observations on the points at issue, not called for 
by the tenor of the despatches which we received. ‘ It is with refi 

We will take the liberty of submitting to your Excellency only one other observation. It is with reference 
to the precedents which are stated to be on record, of the British Commissioner and Arbitrator corresponding 
collectively with this General Government. 
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Your Excellency states that only one instance appears in which this form of correspondence had been followed 
anterior to our communication of the 24th ultimo, and even in that instance the records of this General Govern- 
ment do not show that any reply was given. 

We beg leave to assure your Excellency that you are labouring under an erroneous impression on these 
points, inasmuch as the archives of this Commission show that, on more than one occasion the British Commis- 
sioner and Arbitrator have jointly addressed the Governor-General of this province, whilst a British Consul was 
actually resident here ; and that in the particular instance referred to by your Excellency in 1854, a prompt reply 
was given by the functionary then administering the government of the province, the original of which reply is 
not only deposited in the archives of this Commission, but a copy thereof contained in the papers relating to the 
Slave Trade, published and presented to the British Parliament by command of Her Majesty in the session of 
1855. 

If this mode of joint correspondence does not appear more frequently on record, this circumstance is attributable 
uo doubt, to the fact that there has rarely been a Commissioner and Arbitrator on the part of Her Majesty here 
present at the same time ; certainly, until very recently, such had not been the case for the last six yerrs. 

But, nevertheless, as your Excellency takes strong exception to our acting collectively in these matters, we 
beg to say that, with every desire to meet your views, we will take upon ourselves the responsibility of so far 
deviating from the established practice, and from the rule prescribed by our Government, that, pending its 
decision on this point, Her Majesty’s Commissioner shall in future individually address your Excellency on 
matters connected with the Slave Trade, should such a course meet with your Excellency’s acquiescence. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 86. 


The Secretary-General to the Government of Angola to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 


(Translation. ) 
Gentlemen, Office of the Secretary-General of the Government, Loanda, May 2, 1862. 

IN conformity with what was stated to you in the despatches of the 7th, 14th, and 23rd of April last, [ 
am commanded by his Excellency the Governor-General to return to you the official letter which you addressed 
to him under date the 30th of that month. 

I am likewise commanded to say to you that the despatches which ycu say will in future be addressed to 
the Governor-General by the British Commissioner will also be returned, inasmuch as his Excellency has already 
more than once categorically declared to you that he will not aecept any correspondence from you, individually 
or collectively, upon matters relating to the Traffic in Slaves, there being present a Consul of Her Britannic 
Majesty, the only Agent of the British Government accredited for this purpose, except in the cases prescribed in 
the Portaria of the 14th February, 1854. 

God preserve, ke (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 





No. 87. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received July 10.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Loanda, April 10, 1872. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 22nd of 
January last, No. 2, referring to a correspondence which had passed between Com- 
modore Edmonstone and myself respecting the loss of an iron lighter which had 
been hired by Commander Beamish, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Wrangler,” for coaling 
that ship here, and inclosing to me a copy of the evidence procured by Commander 
Beamish with regard to this matter. 

2. Your Lordship informs me that the Lords of the Admiralty have requested 
that steps may be taken for defending the action which appeared to be threatened 
by the owner of the lighter against Commander Beamish or Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and, after very mye recapitulating the circumstances of the case, your 
Lordship, in accordance with that request, instructs me to take any steps which 
may be requisite to prevent prejudice to Her Majesty’s Government or Her 
Majesty’s officers in the matter, and to report to you the present state of the case. 

3. This matter, my Lord, was first brought to my notice soon after my return 
to my post in September last, but I firmly declined to interfere'in it in any manner 
whatever, beyond laying before Commodore Edmonstone the papers which had been 
sent tome. Less I thought I could not do. That officer having taken very much 
the same view of the case as your Lordship has done, I communicated the substance 
of his reply to the parties concerned, apprising the Commodore at the same time 
that I should not fail to be guided by his views in the event of any ulterior 
proceedings being taken in the matter, and from that time to the present I have 
never heard or received one word on the subject from any quarter whatever. 

4, This occurred seven months ago, and from their lengthened silence, therefore, 
it would not appear that the parties concerned in the lighter in question contem- 


- 
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plated taking legal proceedings ; but, in the event of their doing so, your Lordship 
may rely on my observing the most implicit obedience (o your instructions. 

5. Your Lordship will permit me to say that it has caused me unspeakable 
pain to find that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, acting on information 
which, so far at least as it relates to myself, is wholly and entirely incorrect, should 
have deemed it necessary to trouble your Lordship by requesting that I might be 
instructed to do that which my own habits and feelings, not less than a sense of 
duty, must have assuredly pointed out to me as the only course consistent with my 
position and character as a servant of the Crown. 

I can with the utmost confidence, my Lord, appeal to every officer who has 
commanded Her Majesty’s squadron in these seas within the last seventeen years to 
say whether my time, my energies, or my purse have ever been withheld on any 
occasion on which they could tend to further the interests of Her Majesty’s service, 
to promote the cgmmon cause which unites us, or, | may perhaps be permitted to 
ait. contribute, in however humble a degree, to their social comfort. 

5. Having then studiously endeavoured to maintain at all times the most cordial 
co-operation with Her Majesty’s naval officers upon the public service, as well as in 
private life, I must leave your Lordship and the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to imagine the deep regret, and I will add disappointment, with which 
J now find the ex parte statements made in this matter producing such a result. 

I have, &e. 





(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 88. 
Consul Sir H. Huntley to Earl Russell.—(Received July \0.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Loanda, April 30, 1862. 


IN my despatch No. 5 of the 7th instant, | had the honour of informing your 
Lordship that in consequence of the Governor-General of this Province having 
persisted in answering to me, as Her Majesty’s Consul, a letter addressed by Her 
Majesty’s Commissioner and Arbitrator jointly to him, [ had felt it to be my duty 
to decline to receive the reply, and therefore had returned it to the Secretary of 
the Government, by whom it had been written under the orders of his Excellency. 

2. Your Lordship being already informed upon my earlier proceedings with 
regard to this matter, I will first observe that, in addition to the circumstances of a 
very similar case, as quoted in my despatch of the 7th instant, it appears to me 
that the present instance is much aggravated by the fact of the letter addressed to 
me, as stated, being an answer to one written by two other authorities, whose joint 
letters had heretofore been received by the Governor-General of the time—certainly 
since the reception here of the Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854. 

3. I have now the honour of presenting to your Lordship copies of the corre- 
spondence which has ensued, together with other papers, in the whole consisting of 
eleven inclosures. ‘ 

4. Your Lordship will see that the arguments used by the Governor-General in 
support of withdrawing himself from corresponding with Her Majesty's Commis- 
sioner, under exceptions, are based upon two grounds, namely, international practice 
with regard to correspondence, which points out the chief Diplomatic authority 
present as the means of communication ; and secondly, the Treaty of the 3rd of 
July, 1842, as restricting Her Majesty’s Commissioner to operate, with other 
members of the Commission, in cases actually before the Court, and al:o in his 
capacity of member of the Board of Superintendence. al “Ne 

5. The Governor-General, therefore, denies Her Majesty’s Commissioner any 
right whatever to address the General Government of the Province upon any public 
question separate from those which are in progress in those branches of the 
service. ; : 

6. A question, however, has arisen upon the meaning of the Portaria of the 
14th of February, 1854, in virtue of which it is admitted that the privilege of 
addressing the General Government is granted to the Commander of the British 
naval forces on this coast, and also to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, ‘‘when the 
urgency of the case be such that the service would sustain injury by proceeding 
according to the established rules.” rm 

7. The Governor-General defines the “ urgency” to consist in the absence of 
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all British authority at Loanda invested with any class of diplomatic character ; 
and he says that “urgency” cannot occur, consequently, so long as there is a 
British Consul here; and therefore, as “urgency ” cannot exist, so neither can the 
British Naval Commander, nor the British Commissioner, address the General 
Government, excepting as mentioned with Be ke to the latter authority, from the 
Court of the Commission or from the Board of Superintendence. 

&. The foregoing, my Lord, is the case of the Governor-General ; and your 
Lordship will see that “urgency ” is made, by it, to depend upon the absence of a 
certain class of officer, and not, as | shall proceed to show for a time it has, upon 
the nature of the event which shall have made an address to the General Govern- 
ment a matter of importance. 

9. When by the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, the Mixed Commission was 
instituted here, it was, of course, guided in its correspondence by the common rules 
then in existence, and the respective Commissioners addressed their own Govern- 
ments; a method of conveying intelligence then even more dilatory than at the 
present time, and frequently causing much prejudice to the public service. 

10. In order, therefore, to remove this obstruction to beneficial results, an 
application was made by the British Government to that of Portugal; this appli- 
cation was met by the publication of the Portaria of the 14th February, 1854, the 
purport of which has been already stated in paragraph 6 of this despatch. 

11. Conceiving the subject of this correspondence to involve a case of great 
importance, the final decision upon which will determine an immense portion of the 
useful powers of the British Commissioner, in their relation to the suppression of 
the Slave Trade, I proceed to exhibit, I think, strong reasons for concluding that 
the privilege of addressing the General Government of this province on affairs 
connected with the Slave Trade, was granted to the British Commissioner in a 
manner wholly independent of the presence of any other British authority at 
Loanda, and for the purpose of overruling international practice with reference to 
correspondence, because it was found to trammel the operations of the Commis- 
sion injuriously, in its endeavours to execute, with alacrity and precision, the views 
of England and Portugal with regard to the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

12. Examining the archives of this Commission, I find a despatch, a copy of 
which I inclose, dated December 16, 1850, and addressed to Lord Palmerston, then 
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, by the late Sir George 
Jackson, in which is detailed the conversation that passed between him and the 
then Governor-General, Senhor Adriio Acacia da Silveira Pinto, after having 
discussed the case of the “ Veiga,” a vessel engaged in the Slave Trade. 

13. On perusing this despatch, your Lordship will, I think, be forcibly struck 
with the manifest courtesy and frank desire to meet the views of Sir George 
Jackson on the part of the said Governor-General; who, so far from objecting to 
direct communication with the British Cominissioner, hears him with readiness and 
attention, replying to him in a tone indicative of a cheerful co-operation, and, 
regretting that under existing forms these interviews can only be granted in 
“courtesy and condescendence ;” in the same manner, Senhor Pinto accepted 
a despatch addressed to him by the naval officer commanding tne British squadron 
on this coast. Senhor Pinto expressed to Sir George Jackson at this meeting, that 
‘he thought it very desirable, considering the intimate relations which existed 
between Great Britain and Portugal, that such courtesy should be practical, espe- 
cially in such a case as that of the ‘ Veiga,’ ” a case, as your Lordship will see in the 
despatch inclosed, which involved “ urgency.” 

14, Here then, my Lord, is the Governor-General, Senhor Pinto, directly 
opposing his practice and opinion, on precisely the same subject and precisely under 
similar circumstances, to that of the Governor-General now presiding over this 
province. The similarity of the past and present case is, my Lord, palpable: Sir 
George Jackson, then British Commissioner, spoke of the slaver ‘‘ Veiga,” 
Mr. Gabriel, now British Commissioner, wrote of the slaver ‘ Sophia”—the cases 
are equally flagrant. At the first period, Mr. Brand was Vice-Consul, and present 
at Loanda, and now I am here as Consul. But the conduct and feeling of the 
respective Governors is utterly at variance. 

15. Subsequently to this interview, and doubtlessly connected with it, the 
British Government solicited from that of Portugal permission for the British Com- 
missioner to address the General Government at Loanda, and after some time the 
Portaria, already often mentioned, was issued. 

16, This Portaria, dated 14th February, 1854, must have reached this province 
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about the same time that Colonel Amaral assumed the administration of its Govern- 
ment, as that distinguished officer relinquished his office in 1860, having held it six 
hai Now, my Lord, in what: sense was that Portaria received and understood 

y Colonel Amaral? Clearly it was admitted by him to convey to the British Com- 
missioner the privilege to address the General Government of the Province directly, 
because his letters and other communications there addressed, have been from that 
time to the present period by that Government received and replied to; and this 
view of the meaning of the Portaria was taken and adopted, although a British 
Consul or Vice-Consul, the medium of international communications as a general 
rule, was residing at Loanda at the time and afterwards. 

17. The privilege granted was to be used in cases of “urgency.” By this word 
“urgency,” the absence of Consular authority never could have been meant; or if 
it was, the Portaria meant something of which it spoke not one syllable. The 
British Government undoubtedly applied for this privilege with a view of concen- 
trating in its Commissioner the chief aiperivientenes over and exposition of its 
intentions with reference to the Slave Trade, and to enable him readily to apply to 
an amenable source for assistance to prevent the success of some suddenly devised 
criminality, which, under the previous process of waiting the reply of the Home 
Government, would infallibly have completed its object. If, my Lord, it is asked, 
could not the Consul do all this ? | think the simple answer is, that that officer has 
other duties of importance to overlook, independently of the anomaly of making: 
two separate Departments embrace one subject. The entire attention of the British 
Commissioner can be given to the one object, and unquestionably Angola promises 
to demand his watchfulness. 

18. Your Lordship will observe that the Governor-General, when reminded of 
of the fact that for a long period, and in virtue of the Portaria of the 14th February, 
1854, the letters addressed to the General Government by the British Commissioner 
have uniformly been received, declares that course to be an “ abusive practice.” 
Colonel Amaral was not an officer liable to fall into an “abusive practice ;” and 
the Governor-General, Senhor Pinto, regretted that he could only concede that 
‘abusive practice” by “ courtesy and condescendence,” for in his time the Portaria 
was not in existence. But the inexplicable part is, as it appears to me, my Lord, 
how it happens that during six or seven years the Government of Portugal tolerated 
the existence of an “ abusive practice,” which every mail must have proved to have 
been in the fullest vigour, It is hardly worth noticing, but somewhat in unison 
with the ease displayed by the Governor-General in describing the practice of his 
predecessors, is the manner in which he remarks, with similar facility, upon the 
despatches which the subject of correspondence has caused, and which are now laid 
before your Lordship—to gain an apparent advantage, paragraphs have their 
sentences dislocated, and treated as if they had no connection. 

19. I will, my Lord, in conclusion, observe, that in proportion as the well- 
known latent feeling of this province in favour of the Slave Trade has begun to 
unfold itself under the plausible colouring of free emigration, so, concurrently with 
its advance, carnapestel and vigorous efforts have been made to retract the useful 
privilege so long enjoyed by the British Commissioner, of corresponding with the 
General Government ; as if the object was to reduce his action to the most harmless 
limit, and render his vigilance of little avail. No officer upheld the rights and 
dignity of his nation with more energy and judgment than did the late Governor- 
General, Colonel Amaral; under his administration of the affairs of this province, 
the Slave Trade, neither real nor under the specious dress of voluntary «migration, 
could show itself within the boundary of his rule. Colonel Amaral did not feel it a 
degradation to admit the now contested privilege of correspondence: the contrast 
is manifest ; and perhaps I may be allowed to ask, are the inferences of a pleasing 
or commendable aspect ? 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) H. ¥, HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 88. 


The Secretary-General to the Government of Angola to Consul Sir H. Huntley. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, 


Loanda, April 6, 1862. 
YOUR despatch of the 4th instant has been received and submitted to his Excellency the Governor-Genera!, 


and his Excellency desires me to reply as follows :-— ‘ 
2. Itis one you observe in cee first proposition of your letter, that the Portaria of the 14th of February, 
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1854, gives the British Commissioner in the Mixed Commission, as well as the Commander of the English 
squadron. the right to correspond with the Governor-General of this province in matters of Slave Trade (“ Escrava- 
tura”); but this only when the “urgency be such that the service would be prejudiced by proceeding according to 
the established rules,” which you will see in the copy of the Portaria that was given to you., 

3. Now such a case will never occur so long as there may be here a Consul, or other Agent of Her 
Britannic Majesty, accredited to this General Government; and, therefore, the British Commissioner and 
Arbitrator were not competent to address the Governor-General, as they did, by their letter of the 24th of 
March last, because the said Portaria does not give that power to the British Arbitrator in the Mixed Com- 
mission, nor could his Excellency the Governor-General, if he wished to answer, do so but by addressing you 
as British Consul. 

4. If you reflect a little more upon the subject of the second proposition contained in your letter, you 
will find that everywhere, in the absence of Diplomatic Agents, the Consuls exercise more or less the 
functions of those Agents; and, therefore, it is with you that the Governor-General of the province has to 
treat upon matters of Sleve Trade, excepting under the circumstances mentioned in the Portaria of the 14th of 
February. 

5. In regard to the third proposition, it is apparent that you have been led into error by the person who 
translated the said Portaria; there, nothing is said of correspondence from the Guovernor-General to the 
Commander of the Naval forces and British Commissioner, but of their correspondence with the General Govern- 
ment; therefore the argument of ‘‘ urgency” indicated by the Portaria is unduly applied to the letter addressed 
to you: that argument is, on the contrary, only applicable to that letter which the British Commissioners 
addressed to his Excellency. 

6, Finally, with reference to the fourth proposition, his Excellency desires me to say that according to 
the communication addressed to the Vice-Consul here, Mr. Brand, on the 19th of May, 1854, Earl Clarendon 
referring to the past says that he concurred in the opinion of Sir George Jackson, that Mr. Brand should 
have declined to receive Governor Graga’s despatch, and should have caused it to have been forwarded to 
(* a caminhar”) the British Commissioner; bu: that in regard to the future, Mr. Brand was desired to send 
the letters or despatches which he might receive upon matters of Slave Trade, to the British Commissioner, who 
was then Sir George Jackson. 

7. Theretore his Excellency wishes me to tell you that he cannot avoid remarking, that upon receiving 
the Governor-General’s despatch you should have decided to act in accordance with the opinion as to the past, 
and not with the order given with regard to the future; and that vou should have preferred to return the letter, 
rather than to receive and remit it to the British Commissioner in the Mixed Commission. 

8. His Excellency remains certain of the feelings you express in the end of your letter, as they apply 
respectively to himself and the high office which he holds; he appreciates and reciprocates them. 

9. In conclusion, his Excellency desires me to say, that as you have felt it right to decline letters which the 
Governor-General may address to you upon the Slave Trade, he likewise determines not to receive those which 
the British Commissioner and Arbitrator in the Mixed Commission may address to him, excepting under the 
circumstances expressed in the Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854. He has already made it known to the 
Commissioner and Arbitrator, and now communicates it to you. 


God preserve, Kc. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 88. 
Consul Sir H. Huntley to the Secretary-General to the Government of Angola. 


Sir, Loanda, April 10, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, which, with a translation 
of it, was returned yesterday afternoon to me. 

2. It was not at all my desire to have enlarged this correspondence, nor should I have prolonged it now, 
had not some observations, conveyed by order of his Excellency the Governor-General, in your letter, rendered 
a brief notice of them necessary; and [ feel that the frank objections taken by his Excellency to three out of 
the = propositions displayed in my letter of the 4th instant will ensure a liberal reception to my present 
remarks, 

3. It appears that my first proposition is admitted by his Excellency; and I accept the reading of the 
Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854, as stated in vour letter of the 6th instant, that it is only when by the 
“urgency” of the case the service would suffer by following the established rules, that the British Naval Com- 
mander and the British Commissioner have a right to address the Governor-General on matters connected with 
the Slave Trade. But his Excellency proceeds to say, that “ such a case will never occur so long as there may 
be here a Consul, or other Agent accredited to the General Government, and therefore the British Commis- 
sioner and Arbitrator were not the competent persons to address the Governor-General as Kx! did by their letter 
of the 24th of March last.” &c. I believe the translation of your letter of the 6th, as I have it, is correct ; 
and if so the presence of the Consul would be made to regulate the nature of events. The ability to apply toa 
Consul, it is needless to say, could not affect the “urgency” of the event which dictated the application. The 
word “ urgency" in the Portaria applies to the event; one might take place necessarily at any time, and would 
be as pressing in his presence as in his absence. I merely notice this, because vour letter founds an argument 
upon the “urgency,” as connected with the presence of the Consul, to deny then the competency of the British 
Commissioner and Arbitrator to address the Governor-General, even in cases of “urgency,” on Slave Trade 
matters, 

4. I would, however, ask leave to call your attention to this fact, namely, that throughout the letters 
addressed by his Excellency’s orders, either to the British Commissioner or myself, the “urgency” of the 
present case has been prominently and most justly asserted. The Portaria gives the British Commissioner, in 
cases of “urgency,” the right to address the Governor-General on Slave Trade matters. ‘* Urgency ”’ is declared 
to exist in this case by the letters written by orders from his Excellency ; “ urgency” is the exact element that 
legalizes the address of the British Commissioner. Is not, then, the present action of his Excellency at variance 
with his constant admission of the existence of “ urgency ?” With regard to the fact of Her Majesty's Arbitrator 
having signed the letter of the 24th of March last, in conjunction with Her Majesty’s Commissioner, I have 
only to observe that that was done in unison with the practice which has prevailed in the British portion of 
this Commission since its institution twenty years ago, under many different Governors-General, and no notice 
having been given of any intention to object to its continuance, up to the 7th instant there was no reason to 
suppose that exception would be taken to it. 
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5. Upon my second proposition his Excellency observes that, in the absence of Diplomatic Agents, the 
Consuls exercise, more or less, their functions; and his Excellency says, therefore, it is with the Consul here 
that his Excellency has to treat, ‘‘ excepting under circumstances mentioned in the Portaria of the 14th February, 
1854,” a most important and conclusive admission. 

6. I think 1 am entitled to complain a little that this proposition has not been wholly considered. It 
appears to me that my concluding words, “in the presence of the Commissioner,” have heen overlooked. 
Undoubtedly the Consuls of England are always the medium of communication between the Government autho- 
rities of the nation in which the Consulate is placed and the British Government, where there is no superior 
Diplomatic Agent, nor Court of Mixed Commission established there; and it is because there is no Court of 
Mixed Commission established there, that the Consul becomes the channel of Slave Trade, as of other official 
communications arising in his Consulate. Consuls, indeed, are enjoined to watch over and report upon ail matters 
having a Slave Trade tendency, when there is no Mixed Commission Court in their districts; but where such 
Court exists the Consul is completely a secondary instrument in affairs of the Slave Trade. 

7. With reference to my third proposition, no argument was intended: it contains a simple expression of a 
velief that, had the answer to the joint letter of the Commissioners being addressed to them instead of to the 
Consul (as from the “urgency” of the case I think it should have been, it being one purely connected with 
Slave Trade communications), the case itself would have received no injury. 

8. Regarding the observations of his Excellency upon the fourth proposition of my letter of the 4th instant, 
it is remarked that I have decided to act upon the past rather than to adopt the order for future proceeding in 
similar cases ; and that I returned the letter of the 27th of March last, in preference to receiving and remitting 
it to the British Commissioner. In the terminating paragraph of my letter of the 4th instant, I distinctly state 
that to “complete my obedience to the orders contained in the Earl of Clarendon’s despatch,’ I had only to 
decline and return the letter of the 27th of March to your hands. I supposed when I wrote the word “ complete,” 
in the instance cited above, that it would instantly have been inferred that every direction contained in Lord 
Clarendon’s despatch had been executed, otherwise something more than declining the letter would have remained 
to be done. However, the clear meaning of that passage having escaped his Excellency’s notice, probably by its going 
through translation, I avail myself of this occasion to say, that on the Ist instant I received your letter of the 27th 
March ; about noon on the 2nd instant it was communicated to the British Commissioner, who read and returned 
ittome. The British Commissioner was at liberty to take such steps as he thought most suitable. In the English 
acceptation, ‘communication ” does not imply necessity of acceptance—the receiver is free to act as he pleases with 
the communication ; and the letter being returned to me, I found myself at liberty to act as in my belief would 
meet the approval of Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

9. Repeating the assurance of the sincere respect which I entertain for his Excellency the Governor-General, 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 88. 


The Secretary-General to the Government of Angola to Consul Sir H. Huntley. 
( Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, April 14, 1862. 

THE despatch which yon addressed to me under date of the 10th instant was presented to the Governor- 
General, and his Excellency, having duly considered it, orders me to reply as follows :— 

2. His Excellency thinks it unnecessary and useless to say more upon the interpretation of the words of the 
Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854, because he has already said sufficient, and its terms are clear. You are 
free to understand it as may appear best to you. 

3. With regard to the manner in which Her Britannic Majesty’s Government may consider its functionaries 
in this province, and the relative position which they may occupy one with the other according to the orders of that 
Government, it is a matter exclusively belonging to it, with which his Excellency neither can nor ought to wish to 
intertere. 

4. You say that the “Consuls of England are always the means of communication between the authorities of 
the nation in which the Consulate is situated and the British Government, where there is no superior Diplomatic 
Agent,” and thus you concur in the opinion of his Excellency, conveyed to you in my despatch of the 6th instant ; 
and, according to this principle, his Excelleucy has every reason to say that it is with you that this General 
Government has to treat upon Slave Trade affairs, excepting only those which relate to the Tribunal of Mixed 
Commission and the Board of Superintendence. 

5. But you add, that when there is a Mixed Commission within the district of a Consulate, the Consul is 
completely a secondary instrument in affairs of the Slave Trade. Now this is a proposition which his Excellency 
cannot accept, because it has not the slightest foundation. 

6. What the Mixed Commissions are, and the mission which they have to execute, is clearly determined in 
the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, and in Annex B ; and the functions of the British Commissioner and Arbitrator 
in those Commissions are pointed out in the said Treaty and Annex, also in Annex C. . 

7. The Mixed Commissions decide upon the legality of the detention of ships made by the cruizers in 
conformity with the Treaty, and they adjudge all questions which may arise out of the capture and detention 
of such ships (Article III, Annex B). i . 

8. The Commissioner and Arbitrator are Judges of these Tribunals, and adjudge all causes which may be 
submitted to them. They are members of the Board of Superintendence, whose mission it is to watch over the 
negroes emancipated in virtue of the said Treaty, in order that they may receive permanent good treatment, full 
and complete liberty (Articles I and III, Annex C), and nothing more. ; ad oe 

9. There is not in any of the Articles of the Treaty nor its Annexes one single word from which it can be 
sustained that the said functionaries have any other functions but those which have heen just mentioned, and much 
less that they should be superior to the Consular Agents, and ought to discharge a connection with the General 
Governments, the functions of Diplomatic Agents in matters of the Slave Trade. 

10. Now the Treaty ix the organic Law which regulates the Mixed Commissions and Boards of Super- 
intendence, and the rule which ought to guide its members and the superior authorities of the country where they 
are established. No part of this Law has been revoked. , 

11. At the solicitation of the British Government the Portuguese Government conceded the privilege contained 
in the Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854, within the expressed limits there established ; that is, “ when it may 
not be possible, without inconvenience, to wait a solution through the established meaus,” and these means are, the 


116 LOANDA. 


Diplomatic Agents, in their absence, the Consulates, and in the absence of both, the English Legation near the 
Government of Portugal. 

12, In view, therefore, of this, your proposition to which I have referred is, as stated, without the slightest 
foundation. It is alone in the absence of a Diplomatic Agent or Consul, and when there may be any incon- 
venience in waiting a solution by reference to the Portuguese Government, that the British Commissioner and 
Arbitrator can use the privilege conceded to them by the Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854. 

13. His Excellency, therefore, would fail to execute the law, and the orders of his Government, and would 
depart from the established forms, if he should treat, upon Slave Trade or other matters, with any but the British 
Agent who is accredited to this General Government. 

14. He therefore commands me to say to you, de novo, for your information, that all despatches upon the 
said subject which the British Commissioner and Arbitrator, as well as the Commander of the squadron, may 
address to him, will be returned, except in legal cases, and that the responsibility of any inconvenience which may 
arise from this will rest with Her Britannic Majesty’s Agents who may refuse to proceed according to the general 
rules established for international relations, and in accordance with the special arrangements entered into between 
Portugal and Great Britain. 

15. His Excellency is ready to do everything that may be in his power, either by himself or in co-operation 
with Her Britannic Majesty's Agents, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, because he has true zeal in this 
as in everything else regarding the duties of his office. Whenever, therefore, they may deem it expedient to bring 
anything to his knowledge, or to solicit his co-operation, they have nothing to do but to address him through the 
proper channel, that his Excellency may take all into consideration, which he cannot do when they proceed in a 
different manner. 

16. The Governor-General thinks it unnecessary to say more to you in reply to your despatch, except that 
what has been stated are, in his opinion, the true principles; that he thinks he onght not to withdraw from them, 
and that he will not do so; and that it would be superfluous further to discuss these subjects, which will be duly 
settled by the respective Governments. 

17. His Excellency most sincerely reciprocates the sentiments of which you assure him, and feels that you 
entertain them towards him. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 88. 
Consul Sir H. Huntley to the Secretary-General to the Government of Angola. 


Sir, Loanda, April 17, 1862. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of the letter sent by order of his Excellency the Governor-General dated 
the 14th instant, and in reply to express my entire acquiescence in the opinion that the question contained in the 
correspondence to which this letter relates should now terminate here, and be referred for the consideration of the 
respective Governments ; and I therefore abstain from all remark upon the conclusion at which his Excellency has 
arrived with reference to my views being “ without foundation,” farther than to observe that those views have yet 
to pass an ordeal which may reverse the judgment prematurely pronounced. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H, V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 88. 


The Secretary-General to the Government of Angola to Consul Sir H. Huntley. 

(Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, April 7, 1862. 

BY order of his Excellency the Governor-General I remit to you the copy of a despatch which is this day 
addressed to the British Commissioner and Arbitrator in the Mixed Commission, in order that you may take 
cognizance of its contents, and particularly of the solemn protest which his Excellency has made in it. 

2. His Excellency, at the same time, commands me to say that he makes the same protest before you, as the 
Consul and accredited Representative of Her Britannic Majesty near this General Government. 

3. His Excellency the Governor-General hopes that you will not fail to report to your Government his 
proceedings in making this protest, with a view of causing to be duly observed the Treaties and dignity of his 
nation. 


God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 88. 
The Secretary: General to the Government of Angola to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 


(Translation.) 
Gentlemen, Loanda, April 7, 1862. 

HIS Excellency the Governor-General of the Province has received your despatch of the 5th instant, and 
examined its contents. 

You not being competent to address the General Government of Angola upon the matters to which that 
despatch relates, as his Excellency observed in a letter addressed to you the same day (the 5th), he might abstain 
from taking it into consideration or replying to it in any manner whatever. 

As, however, the subject of this despatch is of the greatest moment, and Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul 
feels that he cannot receive despatches from the General Government relating to this subject, the Governor- 
General is of opinion that the prescribed forms ought to be dispensed with this time, and orders that in reply to the 
above-mentioned despatch I say to you as follows :— 

His Excellency is convinced that the Government of Her Britannic Majesty labours under an error if it thinks 
that from any other part of the coast under Portuguese rule, excepting the port of Loanda, negroes have gone to 
St. Thomas. The Government of this province prohibited all its subaltern authorities from granting passports for 
St. Thomas. It is certain that its orders have been obeyed ; and it is not aware that in an illicit way any one has 
left this province for St. Thomas. 
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Therefore, whatever representations in this respect may have been addressed to the British Government, they 
are without foundation, and their authors, whoever they may be, are desirous of deceiving that Government. 

; With respect to the negroes embarked at Loanda for the Island of St. Thomas, they have been embarked 
in perfect conformity with the law, each one of them being provided with a passport signed by the Governor- 
General, granted after the observance of the most rigorous formalities. : 

They are Portuguese subjects who are moving legally from this Portuguese province to another neighbouring 
province, also Portuguese, and the dispositions of the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, in all their rigour, are 
observed in respect to them, not more than 10 slaves going in each vessel ; indeed, this rigour is eyen carried 
beyond that prescribed in the Treaty, because it is there stipulated that each settler cannot take more than 10 
slaves in the same ship; and at present, whatever may be the number of settlers, not more than 10 slaves are 
allowed to go, and the libertos to which the Decree of the 14th of December, 1854, alludes are, in this point of 
view, put on a footing with slaves, although they are free people. 

Thus, also, any reports which may have been made in this respect to Her Britannic Majesty’s Government 
are unfounded, and intended to illude that Government. 

His Excellency, therefore, has not to render you any co-operation in putting an end toa practice perfectly 
legal, such as that which has taken place from Loanda to St. Thomas, an emigration which is carried on under the 
inspection of the Portuguese authorities, the only authority which has to take cognizance of the matter. 

As regards the patatho  Libertade,” his Excellency orders it to be said to you that she is about to sail for 
St. Thomas, and that all the prescribed formalities will be observed; that all the passengers will have perfectly 
legal passports, his Excellency having already given them to 52 free Portuguese, and 10 slaves, and that beyond 
the passengers who may take passports, she will only have on board her crew as specified in the muster-roll, that 
is to say, this vessel will sail in perfect harmony with the law, as they all do, because the authorities discharge 
their duty. 

With reference to the instructions which you say have been received, and which will be given to the com- 
manders of the cruizers in order rigorously to examine and inquire on board the packets and other vessels which 
transport those negroes hence to St. Themas, “ if they are in that state of entire and perfect freedom which may 
justify their removal ; and in the event of their not being so, to detain the ships and bring them before the Mixed 
Commission,” and referring also to your observation, that the impediments which may therefore arise to licit 
commerce must be imputed to those who are employed in the forcible conveyance of these negroes to St. Thomas, 
om not to the proceedings of Her Britannic Majesty’s officers, his Excellency orders me to reply to you as 
follows :— 

The Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, neither in letter nor spirit, authorizes the English eruizers to inquire on 
board the Portuguese ships which they may examine, except as to whether they convey slaves or present indications 
or preparation to engage in the Traffic, and it is only when they convey slaves, or when they present any indica- 
tions that they are about to receive slaves, that these cruizers can capture or detain them. 

The ships which convey passengers from Loanda to St. Thomas do not carry slaves (except those allowed by 
law), nor do they present any fittings or preparations for receiving them, therefore they cannot be detained or 
captured. 

The English cruizers have not the least right to ask any one of these passengers who is in a free condition, as 
shown by the passport which he takes, whether he goes or not by his own will; there is not in the Treaties 
and Conventions a single word which authorizes any interpretation to the contrary, and the dignity and independence 
of Portugal rejects them. 

These cruizers, on finding all the negro passengers with legal passports, and the negroes who are said to be 
sailors duly entered on the ship's muster-roll, canrot, without offending the Portuguese nation, as a free and 
independent nation, make any further examination or inquiry whatever, except as to the number of passengers who 
go in the condition of slaves. 

His Excellency, therefore, solemnly protests against the alleged pretension of a right on the part of the 
English cruizers to inquire into any matter beyond that clearly specified in the preceding paragraphs. He solemnly 
protests against any proceeding which may take place on board Portuguese ships in virtue of such pretensions, 
and he likewise protests against the detention or capture of any Portuguese ship under this pretext. And the 
impediment which may thereby result to licit commerce can never be imputed to those who undertake the emigration 
from Loanda to St. Thomas with all the prescribed formalities, and under the protection of the authority and of 
the law, but to the cruizers who may abuse force, trample on right, and insult the Portuguese flag and nation, in 
virtue of a pretension which is neither admissible nor justifiable. 

‘His Excellency, however, hopes that such proceedings will not take place, because he cannot believe that the 
officers of Her Britannic Majesty would wish that the world should witness such strange excesses and abuses 
practised on this coast by the English naval forces towards Portugal, because she is a small nation, and compare 
them with the condescension and forbearance shown for so many years towards France because she is a gre:t 
nation, she having exporied from the Zaire tens of thousands of negroes purchased from the natives, without England 
raising the slightest difficulty ; negroes, moreover, who were not, like those who go from here to St. ‘Thomas, 
French subjects proceeding from one province to another of the same nation. ’ ae ; 

In conclusion, you say it is your duty to request his Excellency’s attention to the serious responsibility which 
he will incur if it should be proved that the negroes now being embarked for St. Thomas have been introduced 
there in violation of the Treaty stipulations between Portugal and Great Britain. otf 

His Excellency views it as remarkable that the British Commissioner and Arbitrator should consi.ler it to be 
their duty to remind him of his responsibility as the delegate of the Portuguese Government in this Colony, because 
it is, indeed, remarkable; and, consequently, he only orders me to say to you that it was not necessary for you to 
give yourselves the trouble of reminding him of the discharge of his duties, because he knows them, as he knows 
also the responsibility which attaches to him if he does not fulfil them; he will answer for his acts before his own 
Government and country. ; ’ : 

Finally, I am commanded to say to you that his Excellency will not in future receive any despatches from 
you collectively or individually, except upon matters relating to the Mixed Commission or Board of Superintendence, 
which are those appertaining to you, or upon the Slave Trade in those cases laid down in the Portaria of the 
14th of February, 1854, which, on the 7th of August of that year, was communicated to the British Commissioner, 
that is, “ when the urgency of the case may be such that it cannot, without inconvenience, wait a solution through 
the established course,” a case which can never occur whilst there is here a Consul of Her Britannic Majesty. Any 
despatches which you may address to the Governor-General, except on those matters, and under those circumstances, 
will be returned. 


God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 


—— ee ___ 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 88. 
Consul Sir H. Huntley to the Secretary-General to the Government of Angola. 
Sir, Loanda, Aprii 14, 1862. 
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 7th instant, written by direction of his 
Exesijenty the Governor-General, accompanied by the copy of another, which his Excellency had desired to be 
sent to Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner and Arbitrator respectively, for their information on certain 
points. 
; 2. His Excellency has also called my attention, as Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, to the solemn protest 
contained in that copy; and further hopes that I shall not fail to report the circumstances which have caused 
this correspondence, as well as the protest, to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty. 

3. His Excellency may be assured that my best abilities will be used to place the cuse before Her Majesty's 
Government with the utmost impartiality. 

4. Since the reception of your letter of the 7th instant, with the view of gaining every possible information 
that might tend to elucidate and adjust differences which have lately arisen on the subject of correspondence 
between the authorities of His Most Faithful Majesty, and those of Her Britannic Majesty at Loanda, I have 
engaged myself in research, the result of which I beg to place before his Excellency, as it will assist, I think, in 
the exposition of the question, namely, “ what were the ‘established rules’ of the Court of Mixed Commission 
here, where the circumstances occurred which induced the application for the privilege granted by the Portaria, 
dated February 14, 18547" These “established rules” have been referred to by his Excellency, but no definition 
of them has as yet been attempted. I therefore proceed to show— 

Ist. That the Court of Mixed Commission here was instituted July 3, 1842, by Treaty between Portugal 
and England, each nation supplying a Commissioner and Arbitrator, the Court having power to take cognizance 
of matters connected with the Slave Trade. 

2ndly. This Court necessarily established its rules, and proceeded to practise its functions. 

3rdly. One rule of this Court was that the Commissioners should address their despatches to, and eommuni- 
cate with, their respective Governments. 

5. So far then we have an established rule on the question of address and communication. 

6. I will now notice that the first Consular appointment from England to Loanda was that of Mr. Brand, 
Deceinber 27, 1844; but Mr. Brand did not arrive till the 23rd of April, 1845 ; and then in consequence of 
delay in the receipt of the exequatur, Mr. Brand did not assume his official duties till January 19, 1846; therefore 
three years and-a-half having elapsed between the institution of the Court of Mixed Commission and the 
recognition of a Consular authority at Loanda, makes it clear that that authority was not included in forming 
the established rules of the Court upon the question of address and communication. 

7. Subsequently it appears to have been felt that events might occur, rendering it very desirable that the 
British Commissioner should have the right to address the local authorities at Loanda. 

Application for this privilege was accordingly made to the Government of Portugal, and in consequence His 
Most Faithful Majesty issued a Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854, granting permission not only to the 
British Commissioner, but also to the British Naval Officer commanding Her Majesty’s squadron upon this station, 
to address the local authorities on matters connected with the Slave Trade, when the “urgency” might be such 
as to cause injury to the service by adhering to the “established rules ;” or, in other words, would by the practice 
of following the “established rule ” of addressing the Home Government, and waiting a reply, sustain injury. 

8. Now I think it would be puerile to argue that by the term “established rules.” used in the Portaria of 
the 14th February, 1854, any other than those of the Mixed Commission Court could have been contemplated 
by that Portaria ; and reasonable as this seems to be, the British Commissioner would then have the undoubted 
right to address his Excellency the Governor-General of the province upon the subject of slavery when the 
“urgency ” of the case was evident. 

9. But his Excellency observes that the case contemplated by the Portaria “will never occur so long as 
there may be here a Consul, or other Agent accredited to the Government.” I confess myself at a loss to see 
how the presence of the Consul can in any manner influence the case; but if it is meant that the existence of 
‘urgency ” places the case under the consideration of the Provincial Government and the British Consul, the 
course adopted by his Excellency in the present instance, then I say that it becomes a mere change from the 
“ established rules” of one institution to the established rules of another, and that by adhering to either the 
Portaria falls ignored ; for that document, as described, speaks only of departure from ‘established rules,” and 
that departure is comprehended in the act of the Commissioner addressing the Governor-General, a power taken 
from him, though vested in him by the Portaria, if the Consul in such cases is made the sole organ of communication. 

10. I beg leave, in conclusion, to express my conviction that the British Commissioner has, by virtue of the 
Portaria cited, an undoubted right to address the Governor-General of this province on Slave Trade affairs when 
the urgency of the case would render it injurious to follow the ‘established rules,” whether there is or is not a 
Consul here from England ; and, therefore, I respectfully offer it as my opinion, that the Brit'sh Conmmissioner 
had full right to address to his Excellency the Governor-General the letter of the 24th of March last, and that 
the British Commissioner was justified in supposing that it would have been received, and replied to, in accordance 
with the practice which has prevailed here since the 14th February, 1854. 

11. L avail myself of this occasion to explain that with reference to the custom of Her Majesty’s Arbitrator 
affixing his signature to letters addressed by the British Commissioner to the Governor-General, it is done in 
obedience to the orders of the Secretary of State, to whom both are subordinate, and of course any objection made 
to the practice will be duly reported. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 88. 


The Secretary-General to the Government of Angola to Consul Sir H. Huntley. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, April 19, 1862. 
YOUR despatch of the 14th instant has been laid before the Governor-General of the province, and his 
Excellency commands me to reply to you as follows. 
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2. His Excellency is certain that you will, as you assure him, bripg to the knowledge of Her Britannic 
Majesty 8 Government, with the impartiality which characterizes you, the protest which he made before the British 
Commissioner and Arbitrator, and before you. 

3. With respect to the ments which you offer upon the form of correspondence to be observed between 
the British Agents and the General Government of this province, it appears to his Excellency that they are 
sufficiently and very ered answered in the despatches which he has commanded me to address to you. 

_ 4. He, therefore, thinks he ought to limit himself to saying that the Court of Mixed Commission, even if 
it could address the General Government upon matters not relating to the cases of captured vessels submitted to 
it (which it cannot), could only do so as a Tribunal, that is, with the signature of the Portuguese and British 
members; that if the British Commissioner in the Mixed Commission could, as you affirm, address himself 
officially in that character to the Government of the province on matters relating to the Slave Trade, the British 
Government would not have solicited, some time urgently, as it did, until it succeeded, the faculty which for that 
pepo was conceded by the Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854, and that, therefore, the Tribunal of 

ixed Commissions cannot by any means be considered as constituting that which the said Portaria calls “ esta- 
blished course.” 

5. In my last despatch to yon of the 14th instant, his Excellency clearly defined what are those established 
means, as well as the functions of the Mixed Commission and of its members, and he firmly adheres to those 
principles which the reasons and arguments offered by you in no degree destroy. 

6. As regards the practice which you allege, even granting that it may have existed, his Excellency would fail 
in his duty if he should sanction abusive practices. 

7. I am, therefore, communded to say to you once more that it is alone with you,as the Consul of Great 
Britain, that the General Government of this province can correspond, and will correspond, upon Slave Trade 
matters, and that it will only accept the correspondence of the British Commissioner, and of the Commander of 
the Naval Station, in the cases pointed out in the Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854, which can only occur 
when there may be no accredited Agent of Her Britannic Majesty here. , 

8. In conclusion, his Excellency commands me also to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 17th 
instant, and to say to you that he is duly acquainted with its contents, and is assured that this terminates the 
discussion which has been raised upon the form of correspondence. 


God preserve, &c, (Signed ) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 88, 


Consul Sir H. Huntley to the Secretary-General to the Government of Angola. 
Sir, Loanda, April 22, 1862. 
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th instant, the translation of which came to me 
only yesterday evening. 

2. After that my letter of the 17th had been received, in which I stated my acquiescence with the view of 
his Excellency, as expressed in your letter of the 14th instant, with reference to any farther discussion of the 
question to which this letter relates, I was not prepared to expect that my letter also of the 14th would have 
been discussed as it has been by your letter of the 19th instant, now before me, more especially as my letter of 
the 17th avoided comment upon yours of the 14th instant. 

3. I shall adhere still to what I consider to be an agreement to suspend further discussion, though I feei it 
imperative to diselaim any admission of the validity of the arguments contained in your letters of the 14th and 
19th instants. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 88. 


Portaria. 


(Translation.) Navy and Colonial Department, Section of the Colonies, No. 2,996. 

HIS Majesty the King Regent, in the name of the King, ordains that through the Navy and Colonial 
Department, it shall be transmitted to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola, for his information and 
the due purposes, that the British Minister at this Court having, in addition to the notes of his predecessors, 
solicited the privilege for the Commander of the British Naval Station, and British Commissioner in the Mixed 
Commission Court at Loanda, to correspond freely with the said Governor-General in matters of Slave Trade ; 
that privilege has been granted for them to use it only in the matters referred to, and when the urgency of the case 
be such that it may not await a decision through the established course without injury to the service. This 
having been made Laows to the Minister for Foreign Affairs for due purposes. 

es (Signed) VISCOUNT ATHOGUIA. 





Inclosure 11 in No. 88. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston. 


My Lord, Loanda, December 16, 1850. 
A MEETING of the Board of Superintendence having taken place this day, 1 took the opportunity to 
ask the Governor whether, and what progress had been made by the “ Delegado” in the matter of the “ Veiga.” 
2. His Excellency replied that as yet he had received no report on the subject, and on my expressing a 
hope that he would enable me to report to my Government whetever might be the result of that officer's 
proceedings, he said that he should have much satisfaction in doing so, as a matter of “ courtesy and condescen- 
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dance ;” that in this sense he had replied to a letter he had received from Commodore Fanshawe, and that he 
thought it very desirable, considering the intimate relations which existed between Great Britain and ee 
that such courtesy should be practised, and more especially in such a case as that of the “ Veiga;” that he 
consequently the utmost frankness and good faith (“loyauté”) towards both of us, but that he could recognise 
in neither a right to address him on such matters ; that his instructions are, as regards the Commodore, to receive 
from him any communications respecting the existence of barracoons, and to concert with him with a view to their 
destruction ; and as respects myself, to recognize me as British Commissioner in the Mixed Cotmission, and to 
treat me accordingly, but thatI had no authority to make to the Governor-General of this province, nor had he 
to receive from me, any communication individually. 

3. Having repeated this very emphatically, and that it was necessary we should understand each other on this 
head, his Excellency proceeded to tell me, under this reserve, that not having received any answer from the 
“ Delegado,” to whom al] the papers had been transmitted, at latest on the 6th instant, he had written a second 
despatch recommending to him the strictest zeal and attention in this matter; and that he was willing to argue 
favourably from the delay. 

4. At the same time his Excellency spoke doubtingly of the identity of the “ Veiga,” and of possibility of 
proving it. 

5. I told the Governor, in reply, that I could not, of course, know what were his instructions, nor did it 
become me to enter into the question which he had raised; but that I did not for my part consider my duties to 
be confined to the Mixed Court, but that it was incumbent upon me to watch over and report upon all Slave 
Trade transactions; that it was uuder the conception of my duty that I had addressed myself to him, and that 
he had himself recognized the propriety of my doing so. 

6. He said my first visit had been extremely opportune ; that at that very moment his mind was anxiously 
intent upon what had occurred, and that in his conversation with me he had been really glad of an opportunity of 
giving vent to his feelings. : 

7. This, he gave me to understand, had caused him to discard all reserve, and that having done so of his 
own accord, he should of course be still ready ever to act in the same manner, should he receive instructions to 
that effect from home. 

8. I then took my leave with an assurance on the part of his Excellency that he would continue to inform 
me of what might yet occur in the business, of which he was preparing a most detailed and circumstantial 
account to his Government. 

9, In detailing to your Lordship the above conversation, I could not with a due regard to fidelity avoid 
mentioning incidentally that part of it which relates to the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty's naval forces ; 
but I need hardly, my Lord, assure you that in my reply to his Excellency, I abstained from all observations 
whatever on that point. 

10. With regard to what concerns myself, or rather the post I have the honour to hold, I shall be very 
anxious to receive your Lordship’s gee as to whether the view I have taken of my duty be correct on this 
occasion, or not; namely, whether [ should consider my functions as limited to the Mixed Court, or whether 
I am not at liberty to address myself to the Governor-General of this province on any matter having reference 
to Slave Trade transactions, which may occur under his Excellency's jurisdiction. 

11. Should your Lordship sanction this view, I venture to submit that it would greatly tend to place 
the relations between the supreme authority of this province and Her Majesty's Commissioner on a footing 
from which much benefit might result to the Queen’s service, were an instruction in that sense forwarded to the 





Governor. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. . 
No. 89. 
"Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
(No. 12.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 23, 1862. - 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch which, on the receipt of 
Sir Henry Huntley’s despatch No.5 of the 7th April last, I addressed to Mr. Herries, 
Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon,* relative to the course pursued by the 
GoveenteClaneral of Angola in declining to correspond with you as the British 
Commissioner in the Mixed Commission Court, on matters connected with the 
Slave Trade, as long as there was a Consular Representative of the British Govern- 
ment resident in the Province. 

Since writing my despatch to Mr. Herries, I have received the further volu- 
minous correspondence on this subject, and on the subject of the removal of slaves 
to St. Thomas, which is contained in the joint despatches of Sir Henry Huntley 
and yourself, Nos. 20 and 24, dated the 15th April and the 5th May last. 

ou will be informed by the next mail of the action which Her Majesty's 
Government may take in these matters. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 


* Class B, No. 247. 
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No. 90. 


Mr. Layard to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
(Separate.) 
Sir, ; Forei ce, July 23, 1862. 

T AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the fecal of your despatch 
marked Separate, of the 10th of April last, containing explanations in the matter 
of the iron lighter which had been hired by Commander Beamish, of Her Majesty’s 
=p “ Wrangler,” for coaling that ship, and subsequently broke adrift, and was 
ost. 


His Lordship desires me to state that he feels assured that the interests of 
Her Majesty’s service have on all occasions been carefully guarded by you. 

With regard to the lighter in question, an action Raving been threatened 
against a British officer for the recovery of the value of the boat, it was only natural 
that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty should request that the interests of 
Her Majesty’s Government should be protected; and it was with this view that 
you were instructed to take the necessary steps for this purpose. 

a, &e. 
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


ee 
No. 91. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received August 11.) 


1 have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 92. 


(No. 28.) Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received August 11.) 
o. 28. 
My Lord, Loanda, May 30, 1862. 
ADVERTING to the despatch from this Commission No. 19 of the 8th ultimo, 
inclosing to your Lordship copies of communications which had been addressed to 
the Governor-General and to the Senior Officer of this division of the squadron, 
respecting the removal of slaves from this Province to St. Thomas, and reporting 
that the Portuguese brigantine ‘‘ Libertade” was then on the eve of sailing from 
hence with a number of those negroes, I have now the honour to report to your Lord- 
ship that Her Majesty’s ship ‘“‘ Torch,” which was lying in this harbour when the 
embarkation of negroes took place on board the ‘‘ Liberdade,” left a few hours 
after that vessel, and having fallen in with her at sea the following day, boarded her, 
and allowed her to proceed on her voyage. 
. I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 93. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received August 11.) 
(No. 29.) 


My Lord, Loanda, June 2, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Mr. Edward Hyde Hewett, who has been 
appointed by your Lordship to the office of Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners 
at this place, arrived here in the Portuguese mail-steamer ‘‘D. Antonia” on the 
29th eee ae yesterday entered upon his duties. “: 

Lass A. 


122 LOANDA. 


2. Mr. Hewett embarked at Liverpool on the 20th February last, and arrived 
at Lisbon on the 27th of that month. In consequence, however, of no monthly mail- 
steamer having left Lisbon for this place in February or March, Mr. Hewett was 
detained at that grow until the 19th April, when he embarked on board. the 


“DP. Antonia,” and arrived here after a pas of forty days. 


3. Herewith I beg to lay before your Lordship a copy of a letter which | have 
received from Mr. Hewett, inclosing a statement of the expenses incurred by him 


on his passage from England to this place. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 93. 


Mr. Hewett to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
Sir 


’ Loanda, June 2, 1862. 
I BEG to inclose an account of the expenses incurred by me on my passage from Liverpool to Loanda vid 


Lisbon, to assume the duties of the office of Clerk to Her Majesty's Commissioners at this place, to which I had 


the honour to be appointed by Earl Russell on the 12th November last. 


I take the liberty of requesting that you will forward this account for his Lordship’s consideration, and 
request that, if approved, the amount thereof may be paid to my Agents, Messrs. Woodhead and Co., 44, Charing 


Cross, London. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 93. 


An Account of the Expenses incurred by Mr. Edward Hyde Hewett in his passage from England to Loauda’ 


in pursuance of the letter of appointment from Earl Russell, dated November 12, 1861. 


Lisbon 

















Currency. Sterling. 
Milreis. | £ 5. 
Passage-money from Liverpool to Lisbon se 8 8 0 
Luggage ‘i ee a oe ee sis ae as 3.4 4 
Allowance for wines supplied on passage (20th to 27th February inclusive, being 8 days 
at 2s. 6d. perdiem) .. ae isa ee ee ee os 1.0 0 
Expenses of board and lodging at Lisbon from 28th February to 19th April inclusive, 
being 51 days at 3 milreis per diem sis Pe oe oe oe 153 34 0 0 
Passage-money from Lisbon to Loanda we an =e a oe 150 33 6 8 
Luggage oe oe oe oe os o. oe oe 46 10 4 5 
Allowance for wines supplied on the passage (20th April to 29th May inclusive, being 
39 days at 2s. 6d. per diem) ws i oe oe oe vs 417 6 
95 O11 
Loanda, June 1, 1862. (Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 
No. 94. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
(No. 14.) ; 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 28, 1862. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 12 of the 22nd July last, inclosing a copy 
of an instruction which I addressed to Mr. Herries, Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires 


at Lisbon, on the subject of the refusal of the Governor-General of Angola to corre- 


ot 


spond with Her Majesty's Commissioners on Slave Trade matters, I now inclose, 
for your information and guidance, a copy of a sag 30 from Mr. Herries,* by which 


you will perceive that the Government of His 


ost Faithful Majesty disapprove 


the line of conduct adopted by the Governor-General in this matter, and that 
instructions in conformity with the views of Her Majesty’s Government will be sent 


to the Governor-General without delay. 


I take this opportunity of informing you that I entirely approve the conduct 
and proceedings both of yourself and Sir Henry Huntley in the communications 


* Class B, No. 255. 
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which have passed between you and the Governor-General of Angola on this 
matter. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 95. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
(No. 15.) 


Sir, , Foreign Office, August 28, 1862. 

I HAVE received your despatches to No. 33, and Separate of the 23rd May, 
inclusive, and with reference to the despatches of the numbers and dates noted in 
the margin,* | have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government entirely 
approve the language and pr ings of Her Majesty’s Commissioners in the 
communications which have passed between them and the Governor-General of 
Angels on the subject of the transfer of slaves from that province to the Island of 
St 


homas. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 96. 


Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
(No. 17.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 23, 1862. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 15 of the 28th ultimo, and to previous 
correspondence upon the subject of the exportation from Loanda of slaves for 
St. Thomas, I transmit to you, for your information, a copy of a despatch from 
Mr. Herries, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon,} stating that he has been 
informed by the Marquis de Loulé that the Portuguese Government have taken 
effectual measures to put a stop to this practice, and that both the Governor- 
General and the Provincial Secretary of Angola have been lately recalled. 





I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
No. 97. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 27.) 
(No. 34.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 5, 1862. 


I HAVE the honour to report that no case has been brought for adjudication 
before the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission in this city during the 
half-year ended on the 30th ultimo. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 98. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 27.) 


My Lord Loanda, July 10, 1862. 

THE despatches addressed to your Lordship by this Commission during the 
present Eating made you fully acquainted with the abusive practice which is 
now being openly carried on here of shipping negroes to the Island of St. Thomas, 
under the pretext of their being free; and with the steps which, in pursuance of the 
instructions conveyed in your Lordship's despatch of the 16th of January last, I 
had taken with the view of putting an end to this system. : 

2. It is with unfei 8 regret I have now to report that the practice referred 
to has in no way abated, but that each vessel and each packet leaving this port for 


* No. 4, January 8; No 19, April 8; and No. 20, April 15, 1862; see ante, Nos. 71, 83, and 84. 
+ Class B, No. 260. 
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St. Thomas continue to ship negroes for that island in the same open and 
undisguised manner as heretofore. 

3. The mail-steamer “Dona Antonia,” which sailed hence on the 2nd instant, 
conveyed 82 of these negroes to St. Thomas, under the usual varied denominations 
of slaves, libertos, and free negroes, who were embarked in the presence of Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Arrogant,” bearing the broad pendant of Commodore Edmonstone, 
commanding the squadron on this coast. 

4. Judging from this circumstance, and the fact that the “ Liberdade,” as 
reported in my despatch of the 30th of May, 1862, had been boarded, and allowed 
to proceed on her voyage to St. Thomas after she had been officially denounced by 
Iler Majesty’s Commissioner to the Governor-General and to the Senior Officer on 
this division of the station, my conclusion is that Her Majesty’s naval authorities 
have resolved to refrain from interfering with these vessels, and this in consequence, 
as I am given to understand, of their not having received any instructions on the 
subject from the Admiralty. 

5. Whatever may be the cause of this apparent resolution on the part of Her 
Majesty’s naval officers, despairing, as I do, of receiving any assistance from the 
local authorities here in suppressing these malpractices, I cannot too strongly 
express my conviction that unless Her Majesty’s Advisers take this matter into 
their own hands, no hope can be entertained of this system being abolished. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 99. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.— (Received September 27.) 
(No. 37.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 10, 1862. 


I HAVE the honour to report that Her Majesty’s steamer ‘“ Antelope,” Lieu- 
tenant Allingham commanding, captured on the 4th ultimo, off the Congo, a vessel 
without colours or papers, and having on board 558 slaves who had been shipped 
in that neighbourhood the day previous. 

2. From the description given me by Lieutenant Allingham of the state in 
which he found the prize. I believe that in the annals of this wicked Traffic no more 
cruel and striking case of excessive crowding is to be found than this. The vessel 
was not more than 85 or 90 tons; yet she had, besides her crew, 558 negroes crowded 
on board of her, which gave the almost unprecedented small space of | ton for the 
accommodation of 7 persons. The slave-deck was not more than 30 inches in 
height, the quantity of water and provisions which the vessel was capable of 
carrving was insufficient for the subsistence of so many persons during a voyage, 
probably of fifty days, to the Havana, unless the slave-dealers had calculated on a 
great decrease from death among the victims of their lawless cupidity ; and although 
only one day at sea when captured by the “ Antelope,”’ such was the filthy state of 
this vessel that not more than one-half of these slaves could have reached the 
Havana. 

3. Lieutenant Allingham very properly removed a great number of the slaves 
into the “* Antelope,” and accompanied the prize to St. Helena for the purpose of 
bringing her before the Vice-Admiralty Court in that Colony for adjudication. 

4. Rumours have been circulated to the effect that this vessel was the ‘« Paquete 
de Loanda,” a Portuguese brigantine which cleared out from this port with cattle 
on the 22nd of May last for the River Congo; but, notwithstanding all my inquiries, 
I have not succeeded in obtaining any information sufficiently precise and conclusive 
on this point to warrant me in addressing an official representation to the Governor- 
General thereon. The practice of clearing out with cattle from this place for 
St. Thomas and the Congo is, I have reason to suspect, resorted to by the slave- 
dealers here merely as a pretext for leaving this harbour with certain fittings 
required for receiving slaves. such as water-casks and other articles. The cattle 
themselves, which are of little or no value, are easily disposed of when the slaves 
are to be embarked, and as, in consequence of the energetic measures of the 
United States’ authorities at New York and other American ports, the slave-dealers 
on this part of the coast have been lately hard pressed from the want of vessels to 
convey to the Havana the slaves with which their factories are now filled, there 
can be no doubt but that they will readily take advantage of any facilities which 
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are afforded them by that apathy on the part of the Portuguese authorities in this 
province which I am sorry to say has latterly been but too apparent. 
have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


ee 
No. 100. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 27.) 
(No. 38.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 12, 1862. 

HIS French Imperial 3 ie frigate “ Junon,” bearing the bros "pendant 
of Commodore M. le Baron Didelot, commanding the French naval forces on this 
coast, arrived here on the 10th instant, and, having proceeded on board for the 
purpose of paying my respects to that officer, | am happy to be able to acquaint 
your Lordship of his having informed me that the system of exporting negroes to 
the French West Indian Colonies was formally put an end to by him on the 
30th ultimo, in accordance with the orders of his Sovereign, and that he had himself 
witnessed the last shipment, on that day, from the establishment of Messrs. Régis 
at the mouth of the Congo. 

2. I observed to the Commodore that I felt assured Her Majesty's Government 
would receive this intelligence with great satisfaction, and that, so far as reearded 
its immediate bearing on the duties confided to me at this place, | unhesitatingly 
added, that no measure could have been adopted by the Government of the Em peror 
more desirable and opportune than the termination of a system which the Portu- 
guese authorities in this province had but too plainly evinced a disposition to view 
inalight highly prejudicial to that sacred cause which the British and French 
Governments had so much at heart—the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

3. On cther points connected generally with this question the language of the 
Baron Didelot was most satisfactory. He assured me that the desire of the Govern- 
ment of His Imperial Majesty for the suppression of the Slave Trade was no less 
earnest and sincere than that of the Government of Her Majesty the Queen; and, 
in reply, I observed that he might always rely upon my best co-operation and 
assistance in carrying into effect the humane views by which both nations were 
animated. : 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 101. 


- Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 27.) 
(No. 39.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 24, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that Dr. José Julio Rodrigues, 
Commissioner on the part of His Most Faithful Majesty, who has been absent on 
leave since 1860, recently returned to this place from Lisbon, and has resuined his 
duties in the British and Portuguese Mixed Commissicn here. 

2. At a meeting of the Court held this day for the purpose, a Minute to the 
above effect was duly entered on the records. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 102. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—( Received September 27.) 
(No. 40. 
My ord, Loanda, August 1, 1862. 


1 HAVE much satisfaction in reporting to your Lordship that Her Majesty’s 
ship ‘ Wye,” Valentine G. Roberts, Esy., commanding, whilst proceeding from this 
place to Fernando Po, and being about twenty miles to the southward of the River 
Congo, in latitude 6 20° south, and longitude 12’ 15° east, on the 25th June last 
captured a schooner, with 295 slaves on board, bound to Cuba. 

Crass A. 2K 
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2. It appears, from the information gained by Mr. Roberts, that this vessel, 
which is supposed to have been called the “Concepcio,” sailed from Matanzas in 
January last and proceeded to the Gallinas, where she failed in obtaining a sufficient 
number of slaves. Being deterred from remaining on that part of the coast by the 
rumoured presence of one of Her Majesty’s cruizers, she left that place direct for 
— Grande, where she shipped her slaves the day previous to her capture by 
the “ Wye.” 

3. tt was stated, also, that she would have embarked 50 or 60 slaves more, but, 
in consequence of the heavy surf which was running at the time, two canoes were 
upset in conveying them on board, and several of the slaves having been drowned, 
the slave-dealers refused to ship any more. 

4. 'This schooner displayed no colours when boarded by the “ Wye,” and, being 
destitute of any proof of nationality, Mr. Roberts sent her to St. Helena for adjudi- 





cation. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 103. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 27.) 
(No. 41.) 
My Lord, Loanda, Aunust 2, 1862. 


1 HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship the capture by Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Dart,” Commander Richards, of a brig, without colours or papers, 
found by that cruizer on the 11th ultimo, in latitude 8° 30° south, and longitude 
12° 56’ east, and fully prepared to receive slaves. 

2. The capture of this vessel was effected within a distance of thirty miles of 
this port, and it was stated that the captain and supercargo had landed in the 
neighbourhood of Ambriz to make arrangements for shipping the slaves who, to 
the number of 750, were to have been received in the Congo a few days afterwards. 

3. The detained vessel being in a leaky condition, Commander Richards caused 
her to be surveyed, and, on receiving the report of the officers appointed to 
perform that service, he deemed it advisable that she should be destroyed. 

4. The necessary evidence was sent to St. Helena in order that the case might 
be duly adjudicated before the Vice-Admiralty Court there. 

. I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


No. 104. 


™ Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 27.) 
(No, 42.) 
My Lord, Loanda, August 4, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Espoir,” Commander Douglas, on the 22nd ultimo, in Jatitude 6° 45’ south, and 
longitude 12° 25’ east, captured a barque of about 250 tons, and having on board 
every fitting requisite for the immediate reception of a large cargo of slaves. 

2. From the statement of the crew, and other evidence, there is no doubt that 
this vessel was called the “ Traviata,” and that she fitted out at Cadiz, which place 
she left on or about the 16th May last. 

3. Her captain was a Portuguese named Vianna, who is well known to have 
been for many years engaged in this inquitous Traffic, and who made it his boast 
on this occasion that although he had been captured by British cruizers six times, 
he had succeeded in carrying off five cargoes of slaves from this coast. In 1859 he 
was serving as mate of the Portuguese steamer “ Don Pedro,” one of the packets 
which run between this place and Lisbon, and having since then made two 
successful voyages as captain of slavers, he, on the 11th May last, left Lisbon for 
Cadiz to take command of the “ Traviata.” 

4. This notorious slave-dealer was allowed to leave Loanda in the Portuguese 
brig “ Assombro,” which sailed hence for Lisbon on the 25th ultimo, and we shall 
soon doubtless hear of his re-engaging in his former nefarious pursuits. It is worthy 
of note that his name was omitted in the announcement of the “ Assombro’s” 
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departure, as published in the “ Official Gazette,” although it is invariably the 
practice to insert the names of passengers on board vessels leaving this port. 
5. Commander Douglas sent the detained vessel to St. Helena for adjudication 
in the Vice-Admiralty Court there. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


ce 
No. 105. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell. —(Received September 27.) 
(No, 44.) 
My Lord, Loanda, August 8, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope,” Lieutenant 
Allingham commanding, arrived in this port yesterday, having on board 203 slaves 
who had been captured on the 4th instant off Cabenda, in a small vessel bound for 
Havana, the person who figured as captain producing no papers, and disavowing 
all right to the protection of ay flag. 

2. It appears that this craft was built at Cabenda, and was subsequently fitted 
out by the American barque called the “ Joshua Bragdon,” of New Bedford, which 
has been hovering off that part of the coast for some time past, avowedly employed 
as a whaler. The compass and other fittings found on board the slaver bore the 
name of the “Joshua Bragdon,” and on Lieutenant Allingham’s subsequently 
visiting that vessel, the manner in which the captain conducted himself towards 
that officer was most insolent and overbearing. 

3. Nearly all the slaves found on board this craft were children, and I have 
ascertained by personal inquiry from the few adults among them, that they were 
shipped by two of the most notorious slave-dealers in the Congo—Jo&o Nicolao de 
Barros and D. B. Carvalho—Portuguese subjects whose criminal pursuits in that 
quarter cannot but be well known to the local authorities here. The vessel herself 
be'ng small, and quite unfit to perform the voyage to St. Helena, Lieutenant 
Allingham removed the slaves to the “Antelope,” for conveyance to that island, and 
caused the prize to be totally destroyed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 106. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner ta Earl Russell.—(Received September 27.) 
(No. 45.) ee 
My Lord, Loanda, August 9, 1862. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 10th ultimo, No. 37, | have now the 
honour to acquaint your Lordship that, from information given me by Lieutenant 
Allingham, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Anteiope,” there. is no longer any 
doubt but that the vessel captured by him on the 4th of June last, with 558 slaves 
on board, was the Portuguese brigantine “ Paquete de Loanda,” which was sold here 
to the slave-dealers for 8,000 dollars, and afterwards fitted out in this harbcur for 
the Traffic in which she was engaged when captured. 

2. The above information, which, subsequent to the date of my despatch 
already referred to, I had received from the French Commodore, and various other 
reliable sources, fully proves that the rumours mentioned in that despatch were not 
without foundation. , 

3. I would venture again to draw your Lordship’s attention to the fact of this 
vessel having been allowed to leave this harbour fully equipped for the Slave Trade 
under the pretence of conveying cattle to the River Congo, another circumstance 
which, as. well as the continued activity and effrontery o the slave-dealers in this 

uarter, I shall feel it my duty to bring stenigy under the notice of the Governor- 
eneral, the result of which I shall have the honour to report to your Lordship in 
Q despatch. 
a subsequent desp {iene 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


ee ——————————————— 
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No. 107. 


a ak Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Recetved November 11.) 
(No. 46.) 
My Lord, Loanda, August 20, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour of transmitting to your Lordship the accompanying copy 
of a despatch which I have addressed to the Governor-General of this province 
concerning the capture of the Portuguese brigantine ‘‘ Paquete de Loanda” by Her 
Majesty’s steamer “ Antelope,” with 558 slaves on board, a few days after her 
departure from this port. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 107. 
Tier Majesty's Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, August 19, 1862. 

I REGRET to be obliged to acquaint your Excellency that I have recently received information, on 
which I have every reason to rely, respecting an infraction of the Treaty which subsists between our respec- 
tive Governments for the Suppression of the Slave Trade. 

Her Majesty’s steamer “ Antelope,” while eruizing in the neighbourhood of the River Congo, on the 4th 
June last, captured a vessel with slaves on board, and in consequence of all traces of her nationality having 
been carefully made away with before being boarded, she was sent to St. Helena for adjudication in the 
Vice-Admiralty Court there. 

It appears, moreover, from the information given me by the Commander of the “ Antelope,” that this 
embarkation of slaves was effected with circumstances of attendant atrocity which aggravate even its inherent 
quilt, 558 Africans having been crammed into a space far too small to contain them without the greatest 
degree of torture and suffering. : 

Reports reached me soon afterwards to the effect that this vessel was the Portuguese brigantine “ Paquete de 
Loanda,” which cleared out from this port on the 22nd May last, with cattle for the River Congo—only a few 
days prior to her capture; and after close inquiry into this matter, | have since obtained such information as verifies 
these rumours. It will not eseape your Excellency’s penetration that the practice of shipping cattle for the River 
Congo must tend to facilitate the evasion of the law, unless additional precautions are taken in regard to vessels 
employed in such a manner, inasmuch as many of the fittings requisite for carrying cattle are precisely those which 
constitute a Slave Trade equipment, such as water-casks and otier articles. 

Whether sufficient security was given, as required equally by the law of Portugal and by the Treaty of 1842, 
that the extra number of water-casks on board the “ Paquete de Loanda” should be used for legal purposes only, 
and whether, in accordance with the practice followed here, a bond was entered into by the parties interested in 
this vessel that they would not employ her in the Traffic in Slaves, are points which can alone be ascertained by 
reference to the records of the Public Departments here ; but in taking leave to bring this subject under the notice 
of your Excellency, I feel confident that you will see the necessity of setting on foot a severe inquiry into the 
circumstances under which the vessel in question was allowed to leave this port, with the view of ecdarcieg in due 
course the forfeiture of the bond, and of bringing to punishment the parties concerned in this scandalous trans- 
action, should it be found that they have been guilty of the crime imputed to them. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 108. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—( Received November 11.) 
(No. 47.) 
My Lord, Loanda, August 20, 1862. 

HAVING received information, and upon such authority as induces me to 
credit the correctness of the statement, that the Portuguese brigantine “ Paquete de 
Mossamedes,” now preparing for sea in this port, is about to be engaged in a Slave 
Trade adventure, I immediately called on the Governor-General, and acquainted 
him with the several circumstances connected with that vessel which seem to me to 
be of a very equivocal nature, requesting his Excellency, at the same time, to cause 
a close investigation to be made as to her real destination, and directing his earnest 
attention to the necessity of causing her proceedings to be watched, and due 
precautions taken in order to prevent, in the present instance, a repetition 
of proceedings such as recently took place in the case of the “ Paquete de 
Loanda.” 

2. The Governor-General did not deny that there are strong grounds for 
suspicion against the “ Paguete de Mossamedes,” but he added that, notwithstanding 
her doubtful character, so long as she kept within the letter of the law, it was 
impossible for him to interfere with her. As his Excellency, therefore, evinced no 
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disposition to take “ei active measures in this matter, I thought it expedient to 
write immediately to the Senior Officer and Commander of Her Majesty's ships on 
this division of the Station, communicating to them the suspicions I entertain that 
this vessel is destined to be employed in the Slave Trade, and I have now the honour 
to subjoin a copy of my despatch on this subject, of which I trust your Lordship 
will approve. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


P.S. September 16.—The originals of this and of the preceding despatch were 
forwarded under flying-seal to Her Majesty's Minister at Listen on the 7th 
instant. 

E. G. 





Inclosure in No. 108. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Commander Hoskins. 


Sir, Loanda, August 19, 1862. 

I LOSE no time in acquainting you that a report has reached me upon credible authority that the 
Portuguese brigantine “ Paquete de Mossamedes,” Captain M. H. d'Oliveira e Silva, now on the eve of her 
departure from this port, ostensibly bound to Rio Janciro in ballast, is about to be engaged in the Slave 
Trade. 

The “ Paquete de Mossamedes” is an American-built vessel of about 250 tons, zine bottomed, and of 
very clumsy appearance, painted black, with a narrow white streak, and black mast-heads. She was sold 
about April last to a Portuguese subject, and is sailing under a provisional passport or register granted her 
by Hlis Most Faithful Majesty’s Consul at Rio Janeiro authorizing her to assume the flag of Portugal, and 
to proceed to Lisbon, eid this port, within the space of one year from the date thereof, with a view of obtaining 
permanent papers as a Portuguese vessel. in accordance with the laws of Portugal. Instead of proceeding 
hence to Lisbon, however, for the purpose mentioned, she is now allowed to clear out here on a return voyage 
to Rio Janciro, still sailing under the provisional register referred to. 

| have spoken to the Governor-General respecting this vessel, and requested him to cause a strict 
investigation to be made as to her proceedings, in order to ascertain whether any just grounds exist for 
suspicion against her. His Excellency in reply admitted his belief in the suspicious character of the “ Paquete 
de Mossamedes,” but declared his inability to interfere with her so long as she keeps within the letter of the 
law. It is consequently impossible for me, through the Portuguese authorities here, to interpose any effectual 
check to this vessel's proceedings; and I have it only left to me, therefore, to request that should she be 
fallen in with by any of Her Majesty's cruizers on this coast, she may be subjected to a rigid examination 
under the Treaty with Portugal of 1842. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 109. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received November 11.) 
(No. 48.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 14, 1862. 

HIER Majesty’s ship “ Espoir” arrived yesterday in this port, and Commander 
Douglas informed me that there were on board two British subjects, named John 
Clark and Joseph Marks, who had been landed in the River Congo from a vessel 
which recently arrived on this part of the coast from Liverpool, and is reported to 
have embarked slaves. Commander Douglas also offered to contribute whatever 
assistance might be in his power towards enabling me to transmit immediate 
information on the subject to Her Majesty’s Government ; and with that view he 
has been good enough to send the above-named seamen to me this day. ; ; 

2. | have caused their statements to be taken down in writing, and signed in 
the presence of witnesses, which I now do mysclf the honour to lay before your 
Lordship. 

3. They allege that they belong to the British schooner “ Lady Abercromby,” 
owned by Messrs. Leighton, or some such named parties, of Crooked-lane, Liverpool, 
which left that port last year, bound on a trading voyage to the West Coast of 
Africa; and after having disposed of a great portion of her cargo at the various 
ports at which she touched, finally arrived at Punta da Lenha, in the River Congo, 
where they were forcibly discharged and put on shore by the orders of the Mate, 
named Ewing, as | understand, who, in consequence of the death of the Captain, 
had assumed the charge of the vessel. They stated, moreover, that previous to 
their being landed, the ‘Lady Abercromby” had discharged the whole of the 
remaining portion of her cargo, nothing whatever being left in the mone et a few 
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pipes of palm oil; and that she immediately afterwards dropped down the Congo 
with several Spaniards or Portuguese on board, and anchored off the factories in 
Banana Creek at the mouth of the river, having, as Commander Douglas learnt 
from other sources, been piloted thither by the Mr. Adam referred to in the 
inclosures to this despatch. The further testimony of John Clark and Joseph 
Marks rests only on the reports they heard; and although, taken in conjunction 
with the facts stated, it certainly raises strong suspicion, it will not, I fear, be 
found to amount to that degree of proof which would be requisite to ensure a 
successful result to a prosecution against any subjects of Her Majesty who may be 
implicated in this transaction. 

4. There appears, however, but little doubt that the person acting as the 
captain of the ‘Lady Abercromby ” has committed a misdemeanour according to the 
206th Section of the 17 and 18 Vict., cap. 104, whereby it is enacted that “if 
the master or any other person belonging to any British ship forces on shore, and 
leaves behind, or otherwise wilfully and wrongfully leaves behind, in any place, on 
shore or at sea, in or out of Her Majesty’s dominions, any seaman or apprentice 
belonging to such ship before the completion of the voyage for which such person 
was engaged or the return of the ship to the United Kingdom, he shall for each 
such offence be deemeed guilty of misdemeanour.” 

5. Both these men hold certificates of discharge from the ships in which they 
served previous to the “ Lady Abercromby,” from which it would appear that they 
are of very good character. They made their statements in an extremely clear and 
straightforward manner, and without any previous communication, leaving no 
doubt on my mind as to their being worthy of credit. These statements not alone 
correspond on all material points, but also in matters of minor importance, which 
other information received by me fully corroborates. 

6. I have suggested to Commander Douglas the advisability of sending 
John Clark and Joseph Marks to England by the first opportunity, as distressed 
British subjects; for this place affords no prospect of their being able to obtain any 
employment, and if landed here, they will require relief at the public expense. 

7. It appears, moreover, to me to be desirable that Her Majesty’s Government 
should be enabled to have the evidence of these men taken in such a manner that 
in the event of its being deemed expedient to institute proceedings against the 
parties concerned in the * Lady Abercromby,” such evidence may be of assistance 
in prosecuting to a conviction. 

They will probably be sent home from Fernando Po in the African mail-steamer 
which conveys this despatch, and as they inform me that they will in that case 
locate themselves at the ‘Sailor’s Home” in Liverpool, I have given them a letter 
to the officer conducting the Packet Service at that port, requesting that their 
arrival may be immediately reported to your Lordship. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 109. 
Declaration of Joseph Marks. 


I, JOSEPH MARKS, do hereby declare that I am a native of Africa, and having, when young, been 
embarked in a slaver, which was captured by a British feruizer, I was taken to St. Helena, and was there 
emancipated ; that I shipped as able seaman in or about September 1861, at Liverpool, on board the schooner 
‘Lady Abercromby,” Captain James, Messrs. Leighton, of Crooked Lane, Liverpool, owners, bound to the 
West Coast of Africa with a general trading cargo for the Captain to sell, and a quantity of salt to be 
consigned to some person in the Benin River: that we touched at some Spanish island for water, and thence 
proceeded to Cape Palmas, where the Captain did not trade much, and from Cape Palmas we went to 
the River Benin, where we landed the salt shipped at Liverpool, and the Captain was taken ill. After having 
remained there three weeks and sold a small portion of the cargo, we sailed for the River Calabar. where we 
stayed about two weeks, and tien proceeded to Fernando Po. At that place we found four or five British 
men-of-war, including ‘ Arrogant,’ Torch,” &c., and after remaining there about ten days, we went to 
Loango, Chinsonse, Lundana, and Banana, at which latter place, about eight weeks after our arrival, the 
Captain died: that the mate, named Ewing, then took charge of the vessel, and we left soon after burying the 
Captain: that the ship then went up the river to Punta da Lenha, where the remaining portion of the cargo 
was landed, and the hold being then cleared out, with the exception of eight puncheons of oil which we received 
at Lundana, and thoroughly cleaned. the mate informed the crew that they must go on shore, aud that he 
would pay all their wages up to that time; whereupon I remonstrated against being landed contrary to my 
will, and without a proper discharge, in a country where there was no British Consul, and the mate said he 
could do as he liked, and that we had no choice in the matter. I was then paid the balance of the wages 
due to me, and was put on shore together with another seaman, named John Clark. That Ewing, the mate, 
was at that time living at the factory of Mr. Adam, an Englishman, residing at Punta de Lenha, and that 
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these two made all arrangements concerning the vessel, such as the engagement of other seamen, the disposal 
of the remaining portion of the cargo, except the oil which was not landed: that four foreigners were shipped 
as part of the crew, and the day after our discharge John Clark and I left in a canoe and proceeded down 
the river to Banana, where there are Dutch and French factories: that about three days after our arrival 
there the schooner anchored in the morning at some distance off, and several foreigners ¢ Spaniards or Portuguese) 
landed from her. The same evening the mate came on shore, and we again applied for a discharge which he 
refused: that the following morning the schooner went to sea, and that is all I know for certain of her, 
but I heard she went to Moanda, in the proximity of Banana, and there shipped slaves. ‘That the ‘ Lady 
Abercromby ” was a foretopsail schooner, painted dark green, with yellow moulding round the monkey-rail, zine- 
bottomed, small fiddle-head, small cabin abaft, flush with the deck. 

P And I do further declare, that 1 am prepared to make oath to the truth of the foregoing statement, if required 
to do so. 

Loanda, September 14, 1862. 
(Signed ) JOSEPH MARKS, his * mark. 


We, the Undersigned, do hereby certify that the foregoing statement was read over to Joseph Marks in our 
presence, and that he affixed his mark thereto before us. 
(Signed) Wittiam Winwoop Reape, 


‘ 
Epwarp Hype Hewett, kw Hesse; 





Inclosure 2 in No. 109. 
Declaration of John Clark. 


1, JOHN CLARK, do hereby declare that I am a native of St. Kitt’s, in the West Indies: that I 
shipped as able seaman on or about the 20th September, 1861, at Liverpool, on board the British schooner 
** Lady Abercromby,” Captain James, Messrs. Leighton, of Crooked Lane, Liverpool, owners: that two days 
after I had signed articles for three years, the schooner left the Mersey with a general trading cargo for the 
West Coast of Africa, and a quantity of salt consigned to an Englishman named White in the River Benin. 
Touching at Santa Cruz, Teneriffe, for water, we went to Cape Palmas, and after remaining there a few days set 
sail for the River Benin, where the salt was landed and delivered to the above-named Englishman: that the 
Captain was there taken ill, and very shortly afterwards we proceeded to Old Calabar River, where we 
remained about sixteen days: that we then went to Fernando Po, where we found five or six English vessels ot 
war at anchor, including the Commodore's frigate “ Torch” and others : that being ill while at Fernando Po, I 
asked the Captain for my discharge, which he refused to give me, alleging that if he did so he would have 
to pay 30/.: that we then continued our voyage to the South Coast, and some days afterwards were chased and 
boarded by an English gun-boat, the boarding officer from which complained very much at the Captain's not 
having shown his colours sooner—he said officer lost his sword overboard when coming alongside: that 
after stopping at two or three places, the names of which I do not recollect, we arrived at Lundana and there 
shipped eight puncheons of oil, which the Captain received in exchange for goods and cash: that from Lundana 
we went to Banana, where the Captain landed and lived at the factory of Mr. Elkman, a Dutch merchant: that I 
attended the Captain in his illness during a great part of the vessel's stay at Banana, and about eight or nine 
weeks after our arrival he died: that the mate, named Ewing, then took charge of the * Lady Abercromby,”” and 
the day after the burial of the Captain, we went up the river to Punta da Lenha, where the remaining portion of 
the outward cargo was landed at the factory of Mr. Adam, an Englishman, nothing remaining in the vessel's 
hold but the eight puncheons of oil received at Lundana: that after landing the cargo the crew were employed in 
cleaning the vessel inside and out, which being done the mate came on board, and calling Joseph Marks and me 
aft, told us he was going to put us on shore: that 1 protested against being thus involuntarily discharged, but he 
(Ewing) anewered that he was Captain of the ship now, and should do as he pleased. Le then paid me 9/. 16s. 
arrears of wages due to me, and upon my again requesting a certificate of discharge, he told me to go to Banana 
and wait until the vessel's arrival there, when I should receive it: that the same day Joseph Marks and I went in 
a canoe down the river to Banana, and a few days after we arrived there the schooner anchered off the factories in 
tie middle of the stream: that several foreigners (Spaniards or Portuguese), as many as ten or twelve, landed at 
once, the mate following them on shore about 6 o'clock the same day, when we, Joseph Marks and myself, r¢ newed 
our request for certificates, as we knew that if any English ship came the captain would want to see them before 
engaging us as seamen: that the following forenoon the “ Lady Abercromby ’ lett her anchorage off Banana and 
went to sea, and I have since heard that she shipped slaves at some place in the neighbourhood ; that the * Lady 
Abercromby” was a topsail schooner, of about 60 tons, as I was informed by the late Captain James, painted 
green, white mast-heads, gilt fiddle head, and cabin on deck; two boats, one of which was sold by Ewing at 
Punta da Lenha to Mr. Adams. . - 

And I do further declare that I am prepared to make oath to the truth of the foregoing statement, if 
required to do so. 


; 4, 1862. ; 
Loanda, September 1 (Signed) JOHN CLARK, his ~ mark. 


We, the Undersigned, do hereby certify that the foregoing statement was read over to John Clark in our 
presence, and that he affixed his mark thereto before us. 
(Signed) Witti4m WINWwooD eave } Witnesses. 
Epwarp Hype Hewett, 


i 
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- Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received November 11.) 
(No. 49.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 16, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Her Majesty’s shi 
“ Zebra,” Commander Hoskins, whilst cruizing about eighty miles west of Blac 
Point to the north of the River Congo, on the 27th ultimo, captured a schooner of 
about 200 tons, completely fitted to receive slaves, and without papers or colours. 

2. The captain of this vessel, who has been long employed in the Traffic, and 
was captured on a former occasion by one of Her Majesty’s ships, declined to give 
any information respecting her; but she is supposed to have been named the 
“ Bolador ;” and she had on board a crew of twelve Spaniards, from whom it was 
ascertained that she left Cuba in company with two other slave-vessels; and that 
having communicated with Kilongo, she was, according to an arrangement made 
with the slave-dealers at that place, waiting in the offing for twenty days while 
her slaves were being collected. 

3. Commander Hoskins finding the prize to be wholly unseaworthy, caused her 
to be surveyed; and on receiving the report of the officers appointed to perform 
that service, he totally destroyed her by fire, and purposes sending the case to be 
adjudged before the Vice-Admiralty Court at St. Helena. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 111. 


( ‘ . Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—( Received November 15.) 
No. 50. 
My Lord, Loanda, September 17, 1862. 

WITH my despatch of the 20th ultimo, No. 46, I had the honour of laying 
before your Lordship a copy of a communication addressed by me to the Governor- 
General of this province on the subject of the sailing of the Portuguese brigantine 
‘« Paquete de Loanda,” which was shortly afterwards captured by Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Antelope”? with slaves on board. 

2. To that communication I received a reply, translation of which I now beg 
leave to subjoin (Inclosure No. 1), expressed in terms similar to those which have been 
of late uniformly employed by the Local Government to evade the just fulfilment of 
the Laws and Treaty. A hope is therein expressed that I would be able to furnish 
some “positive document” or other proof of slaves having been shipped on board 
the “ Paquete de Loanda,” without which it is said that the forfeiture of the bond 
cannot take place until the expiration of time established by law; and with 
reference to my suggestion that extreme vigilance should be observed in regard to 
vessels leaving this port with cattle for the Congo, his Excellency inquires whether 
it is my wish to extinguish this and all other branches of commerce between 
Loanda and the ports of the North. 

It is then alleged that casks are brought from England and sold in the River 
Congo at a more reasonable rate than they can be procured here; and various 
observations are made upon the expediency of prohibiting the trade in powder and 
arms on this part of the coast, with a view of checking the Slave Trade. 

3. In my rejoinder (Inclosure No. 2), after having stated that it was not in my 
power to furnish these positive and precise proofs respecting the proceedings of the 
vessel in question which the Governor-General required, | felt it my duty firmly but 
respectfully to disavow any such intention as had been attributed to me in regard 
to impeding licit commerce with the ports of the north. 

ens the facilities with which it was alleged that vessels about to be 
employed in the Slave Trade could fit out for that purpose in the River Congo, I 
expressed my conviction that if his Excellency could now, or at ony future time, 
furnish me with the details of any case in which casks had been supplied by British 
merchants for the equipment of slave-vessels, Her Majesty’s Government would 
immediately take steps to meet the case. 

I deemed it best to refrain from entering into any discussion with the Governor- 
General as regards the proposed prohibition of the trade in powder and arms, and I 
will now take the liberty only of saying, that although the pernicious effects of such 
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a measure on British commerce in this quarter might be extensively felt, its assumed 
nid in discountenancing the Trade in Slaves would be found, I conceive, very 
illusory. 

4. On the 3rd instant I received another despatch (Inclosure No. 3), in which no 
further allusion is made to the several irrelevant topics above referred to; but it would 
appear that the tenour of my despatch of the 19th ultimo has been misinterpreted 
in regard to the proofs of which it was supposed I was in possession, and J am 
informed that, as they could not be furnished by me, the Governor-General 
rt sia directions to the Crown Attorney to institute a judicial inquiry into the 
matter. 

_ _ 5. The following day I forwarded a reply to the Governor-General, in which I 
limited myself to an explanation of the sense in which I had previously stated that 
the rumours respecting the ‘ Paquete de Loanda” had been, in my opinion, 
confirmed, and I trust your Lordship will consider the terms in which I addressed 
his Excellency in this, as well as in my antecedent despatch, as meriting your 
approbation and support. 

6. Soon after I had transmitted the above reply, I received a communication 
from the Judge, requesting me to appear in Court on “a matter of public interest” 
(“a bem de servico i ”); and on my doing so the question was put to me 
whether I wished to lodge a criminal information against the parties concerned in 
the “ Paquete de Loanda,” and whether I had any proofs to present of the illicit 
employment of that vessel. 

7. In reply I stated that I did not consider it formed any part of my duty to 
take steps to indicate such violations of the laws of the country, and that having, as 
British Commissioner, officially communicated to the Governor-General all the 
information ‘which had reached me respecting the movements of the vessel in 
question, I must leave it to his Excellency to make such use of the powers with 
which he was armed as he might deem best calculated to promote the ends of 
justice. 

8. It remains now to be seen what endeavours may be made by the local 
authorities for investigating this matter, and for enforcing the penalties of the law 
against the parties who signed the bond that the “ Paquete de Loanda” should 
not be employed in the Slave Trade; but from the obstacles which constantly 
arise in the course of legal proceedings here for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, I fear that it is almost hopeless to expect that the bond will be 
forfeited. : 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 111. 


Senhor Franco to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
(Translation. ) 
Sir, Palace of the Government, Loanda, August 28, 1862. 

HIS Excellency the Governor-General of this Province hus seen your despatch dated the 19th instant, in the 
first part of which you mention that the British steamer ‘ Antelope,” while cruizing on the 4th June last in the 
neighbourhood of the River Congo, captured a vessel with 558 slaves, and that this vessel having been carefully 
examined, was found proceeding on her voyage destitute of nationality. 

2. In the 3rd paragraph of your despatch you say that having been informed that this was the Portuguese 
brigantine “ Paquete de Loanda,” which left this port on the 22nd May last, with a cargo of cattle for the River 
Congo, you inquired into this matter and found this report to be correct. sci 

3. As the case provided for in the Royal Portaria of the 14th February, 1854, now occurs, there not being in 
this Province a Consul or Representative of the British Government, the Governor-General orders that I reply to 
you as follows :— 

, 4. His Excellency would be very glad if you could furnish him with proofs of the fact referred to, in order 
that he might be able to institute proceedings thereon. : : 

5. You add, moreover, in the same paragraph, that ‘it will not escape the penetration of his Excellency that 
the practice of carrying cattle to the River Congo tends greatly to facilitate the violation of the law unless addi- 
tional precautions are taken respecting ships employed in that manner, inasmuch as the articles necessary for 
conveying cattle are precisely those which constitute a Slave Trade equipment, such as water-casks and other 
articles.” ’ . 

His Excellency does not know to what new series of precautions you refer beyond those prescribed in the 
Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. Those precautions are always taken when the case provided for occurs, and in 
general they even exceed those prescribed by the law,—the ships of this province instead of one bond giving two. 
With respect to what you say as to the practice of conveying cattle, would you wish that this branch of commerce 
should be prohibited, as well as all others successively, so that the navigation between Loanda and the ports to the 
north should thus be rendered impossible ? er 

6. If there are any ships which, sailing from this port, are employed in illicit commerce. they do not 
require water, inasmuch as they can find it cheaper on any point of the coast, especially in the River Congo ; 
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nor do they require either to take casks or any other articles from this port, which would uselessly give rise to 
serious suspicions, because illicit commerce, without excepting even the English, furnishes in all ports on the coast, 
and without infringing the Treaties, the articles necessary for the most extensive Slave Trade, and principally 
manufactured goods, the greater part of which is English, for the purchase of slaves. Cask staves in great quan- 
tities are brought from England and sold in the River Congo and its vicinity to whoever wishes to buy them, and 
for whatever purpose they may be required, at the rate of 40 reis per gallon, or 547200 (!4s.6d.) each. In Loanda 
the same casks would cost about 82/800 (24s.) and there are not sufficient of them for the requirements of 
commerce. 

This evil is certainty very difficult to remedy without considerably embarrassing licit commerce. 

Nevertheless some goods might be prohibited, such as powder and arms, now almost exclusively furnished by 
English commerce. These two last-named articles contribute at present more than any others to increase the 
discords in this part of the African territory, and more than any other to attract the negroes from the interior, who 
bring down and sell slaves at the points where these goods can be obtained. 

7. The suppression of the trade in arms and powder would be a measure of international good faith, and of 
great importance in contributing powerfully towards the attainment of the desired end—the extinction of the traffic 
for which the Treaties were framed, Certainly those Governments, animated. by philanthropic sentiments, and 
which feel so lively an interest in the complete suppression of the Slave Trade, cannot omit to take into con- 
sideration a measure of this nature the moment it may be brought before them, nor would they sacrifice a cause 
so important to the comparatively insignificant profits of so prejudicial a branch of commerce. 

8. You well know that some days since a British steamer of war was in this port with a cargo of Africans, 
which she was conveying to the Island of St. Helena, and that those Africans were found on board of a vessel 
which the British cruizer sank off Devil’s Point, near Cabenda, according to the information received, after 
having transhipped the negroes. You are aware also that this craft was built on the coast, and found there all 
means of construction, equipment, and lading. 

9. In the fourth paragraph of your despatch you say that it can only be ascertained through the proceedings 
of the Public Department here whether the vessel in question left this port in conformity with the Treaty and 
with Portuguese law, giving bond for the extraordinary number of casks, and also that they should not be 
employed in illicit commerce. 

10. No ship has left this port without entering into the proper bonds, and thus the brigantine “ Paquete de 
Loanda” proceeded on her voyage. She did not take any “extraordinary number of casks for water, or any 
other vesseis to contain liquid,” as is expressed in Section 6, paragraph 9, of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. 
She left this with the water necessary for her crew and for a cargo of twenty-five bullocks, of which four belonged 
to the French Station, and were sent by the contractor, being legally manifested and despatched, and having even 
left five of the water-casks which she had on board when she arrived in this port. So careful are the officials in 
the Public Departments upon this point, that even you, in a despatch dated the 24th March last, complained to 
the General Government of the want of principles of humanity in the case of a Portuguese ship which had 
been met at sea, bound to St. Thomas’ with passengers, and in want of water. 

11. Finally, you dwell upon the necessity of causing a strict inquiry to be made, in order that the fine may 
be enforced, and due punishment inflicted on the culprits, if there be any. This cannot take place before the 
expiration of the period established by law unless by means of a criminal process, to found which it would be 
necessary for you or some cther person to furnish a positive document, which his Excellency would be very glad 
to receive in order to proceed immediately against the parties suspected. 

God preserve, &c. 

In the absence of the Secretary-General, 
(Signed) MANUEL DA SILVA FRANCO. Official Maior. 





{nclosure 2 in No. 111. 
Her Mayesiy's Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, August 29, 1862. 

I DULY received the despatch which, under your Excellency’s directions, was addressed to me in reply to 
mine of the 19th instant, relative to the capture of the Portuguese brigantine “ Paquete de Loanda” with ° 
558 slaves, who had been shipped on board that vessel only a few days after her departure from this port. 

2. The interpretation of the Royal Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854, has been brought into question 
in this despatch, but I must respectfully decline to enter again into any discussion with your Excellency upon that 
point; I shall still, however, feel it my bounden duty, whether there be a British Consul in this province or not, 
to continue as heretofore, in accordance with the right conferred upon me in that Portaria, and in obedience to 
instructions which I hold from Her Majesty's Government, to communicate to your Excellency any information | 
may receive calculated to bring to a successful issue the humane exertions of the Governments which we have 
respectively the honour to serve. 

3. I am sorry to say that it is not in my power to furnish your Excellency with those positive and precise 
proofs respecting the illicit employment of the “ Paguete de Loanda” which, in your opinion, appear to be 
necessary to enable you to pursue the investigations into this matter, but will lose no time in transmitting a copy 
of your Excellency’s despatch for the information of Her Majesty's Government. 

4. With reference to that passage in your Excellency’s despatch which relates to the conveying of cattle to 
the River Congo, I am glad to find that you do not deny that this practice may tend to facilitate the evasion of 
the law, but I cannot conceal my surprise that in such cases the necessary precautions should not have occurred 
to you; and I shall hope that your Excellency, as the Representative of His Most Faithful Majesty, will adopt 
such administrative measures as may prove that Portugal is as anxious and determined as Great Britain to carry 
out the Treaty, not alone in its letter, but also in its spirit. 

5. Because I suggested that vessels employed in carrying cattle to the River Congo should be subjected to 4 
strict surveillance, your Excellency asks me whether I wish to prohibit this branch of commerce, and you, 
moreover, inquire if I desire to extinguish all navigation between Loanda and the ports of the North. Your 
Excellency has strangely mistaken me, 1 must disavow any such views, and I but deem it due to myself to add 
that, throughout my long residence in this province, I have never lost an opportunity of impressing, both verbally 
and ia writing, upon the several Portuguese authorities with whom I have lad the honour to be associated, the 
necessity of fostering and encouraging all branches of lawful commerce as the surest means of supplanting the 
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Traffic in Slaves—a Traffic equally opposed to the interests of humanity and to the prosperity of Angola; nor, 
indeed, have I refrained from expressing these same views to the ta Acme of ray anon nr suitable 
occasion. 

6. Adverting to the intimation thrown out by your Excellency to the effect that British merchants supply 
the casks requisite for the equipment of slave-vessels, | feel it incumbent on me to Tequest that your 
Excellency will have the goodness to communicate to me the details of any case of this sort which at any 
time have come or hereafter may come to your knowledge ; for if Her Majesty’s Government can be furnished 
with the slightest information that assistance or encouragement has been afforded to this hateful traffic by 
British subjects, such information, I feel assured, would be acted on vigorously and efficaciously. 

7. Your Excellency appears to think that the prohibition of the trade in powder and arms would essentiall 
contribute towards the suppression of the Slave Trade in this quarter. Permit me upon this point, with ail 
due deference, to differ from your Excellency; but as this is a measure I hardly feel called upon to discuss 
on the present occasion, I will limit myself to suggesting that it should be left to the consideration of our 
respective Governments. 

8. In expressing your opinion that it is not necessary for vessels engaged in illicit commerce to have recourse 
to Loanda to prepare for the reception of slaves, your Excellency loses sight of the fact that although those 
articles of equipment, the prices of which are mentioned in your despatch, may be obtained at a more reasonable 
rate at the ports of shipment, yet the advantages gained by avoiding the additional risks caused by detention 
at those places would more than compensate the slave-dealers for any extra expense which might be incurred 
in fitting their vessels out here. 

9. In support of the opinion above referred to, your Excellency cites the case of another small craft, captured 
by Her Majesty's ship “ Antelope”’ in the same locality as the “ Paguete de Loandu,” which, it is asserted, was 
built, fitted out, and laden with slaves on the coast.” It is true, so far as my information extends, that this 
vessel was built by the natives at Cabenda, but with respect to her fittings and cargo I regret to have to say that 
there are circumstances connected with her capture which, no less than in that of the “ Paguete de Loanda,” 
demonstrate the complicity of some parties in this city, and prove that Portuguese subjects were deeply con- 
cerned in this inhuman and criminal speculation. 

10. The vessel your Excellency alludes to was fitted out by the American whaler “ Joshua Bragdon,” 
then cruizing off Cabenda; her slave-fittings and her provisions, such as mess-kits, spoons, beans, rice, salt- 
beef, and medical stores, were sent from this city ; and I have ascertained that the Africans found on board 
this vessel were embarked by two Portuguese subjects, notorious slave-dealers in the River Congo, named 
Joiio Nicolai de Barros and D. F. Carvalho. 

11. In conclusion, whilst on the one hand I cannot but regret, Excellent Sir, that the motive which dictated 
my despatch of the 24th March last appears to have been misinterpreted, on the other I learn with satisfaction 
from your despatch that no ships have left this port without entering into the bonds required by law, and it only 
remains for me to add the expression of my hope that those bonds may be duly enforced in the cases with which 
it has been my unpleasant duty to oceupy your Excellency’s attention, viz., those of the Portuguese vessels 
“« Sophia” and “ Paquete de Lounda,” both of which cleared out from hence with cattle for the North, and 
subsequently shipped slaves ; as well as that of the ‘* Gilpin’s Bride,” likewise a Portuguese vessel, which is well 
known to have been emploved in the same iniquitous Traffic more than tweive months ago, and that such other 
measures may be taken as may defeat and bring to punishment future Slave Trade undertakings in the Province 
under your Excellency’s administration. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
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Senhor Franco to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 

ene 
ir, Office of the Secretary of the Government, Loanda, September 2, 1862. 
HIS Excellency the Governor-General of this Province has seen your despatch of the 29th August, received 


to-day. 

Not having at present time to enter into the different matters referred to in that despatch with reference to 
the one which was addressed to you from this Office on the 28th of the same month, which will be dune on a 
better opportunity, his Excellency commands me to reply as follows upon the prscet points :-— 

Under date the 28th last month, by order of the Governor-General I stated, with reference to the fact 
denounced by you of the brigantine “ Paquete de Loanda” being employed.in the Slave Trade, that “ his Excel- 
lency would be very glad if you could furnish him with the proofs of the fact referred to, so that he might be able 
to form upon them the basis of legal proceedings.” 

In the last paragraph of your despatch of the 19th ultimo, you say that the Governor-General will recognize 
the necessity of instituting a severe inquiry “for the purpose of duly enforcing the penalty and bringing to 
punishment the parties involved in this scandalous transaction.” To this I replied in the above-mentioned despatch : 
“ This (the enforcement of the penalty and the punishment for which you asked) cannot take place before the 
expiration of the time established by law unless by means of a criminal process, to ground which it would be 
necessary that you or some other person should furnish a positive document, which his Excellency would be very 
glad of, in order to cause proceedings to be taken immediately against the parties indicated.” 

The Governor-General is sorry that now you cannot furnish him with this positive proof, which might be 
either documentary, oral, or in any other form which you might consider convenient, having stated in your 
despatch of the 19th August that “ after having duly inquired into this matter you at once obtained such infor- 
mation as proved the veracity of these rumours.” : 

If you had furnished the particulars which proved, as you say, the veracity of these rumours, proceedings 
would have been immediately instituted. A judicial inquiry was unnecessary, inasmuch as you said you had the 
proofs which you could furnish directly or by means of any other person. anges 

In the third pa’ ph of your last despatch you say, you regret that you cannot furnish his Excellency 
with those positive and precise proofs respecting the illicit —— of the “ Paguete de Loanda.” Now this 
very much alters the case, and is not what you said in your former despatch respecting the information you 
obtained with so much facility, and which proved the veracity of these rumours. In this latter case a judicial 
7 shall be instituted, and orders have therefore been given to the Crown Attorney for that purpose. 


» &e. 
perce In the absence of the Secretary-General, 
(Signed) MANUEL DA SILVA FRANCO, Official Maior. 
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Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, September 4, 1862. 

I HASTEN to acknowledge the receipt of an official communication addressed to me, by command of your 
Excellency, in reply to mine of the 20th ultimo, respecting the illicit employment of the “* Paguete de 
Loanda.” 

From this despatch I perceive that your Excellency expected me to supply you with such proofs of the trans- 
action referred to as might serve to form the basis of judicial proceedings against the parties implicated therein. 

In reply, I take leave to observe that in stating the information which I had received “ verified the rumours,” 
1 of course supposed your Excellency would have understood that I had satisfied my own mind of their correctness. 
Such was my meaning. I now beg to state that in this as in all similar denouncements, I have purposely refrained 
from bringing mere rumours under your Excellency’s notice until 1 have obtained sufficient confirmation thereof to 
induce me to give them full credence. 

I may be permitted to add that this confirmation of the reports respecting the “* Paguete de Loanda” was not, 
as your Excelleney says, obtained with great facility, but after patient and diligent inquiry. 

It is no part of my duty, however, to prosecute before the Courts of Justice here in such cases, and I must 
leave it to your Excellency, who has at your command the administrative and police organization of the Prevince, 
to ascertain the details requisite to bring the offenders to punishment, and by the exercise of due vigilance and 
energy to prevent a recurrence of such transactions. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No, 112. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell (Received November 15.) 
(No. 51.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 27, 1862. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that on the 17th instant his 
Excellency José Baptista d’Andrade arrived at this place to assume the office of 
Governor-General of this province, to which His Majesty the King of Portugal has 
lately appointed him in the room of Major Sebastiao Lopes de Calheiros e Menezes, 
who has been ‘‘ exonerated” from the government. 

2. Having, according to the usual practice, attended, by invitation, the 

ceremony of his Excellency’s inauguration, | afterwards took an early opportunity 
of personally tendering my respects. Senhor Andrade, who is a captain in the 
Portuguese navy, and has seen much service in this part of Africa in command of 
cruizers, as Governor of Ambriz, and in other offices of trust, has been selected 
for the important functions now assigned to him in consequence of his high 
character and his intimate acquaintance with the affairs of this Colony; and I am 
inclined to hope that that supineness in the fulfilment of the Treaty regarding the 
Traffic in Slaves which it has of late been so frequently my duty to detail to your 
Lordship will no longer mark the administration of the Government of this 
yrovince, 
3. At the audience I briefly explained to Senhor Andrade that it was no less 
the express desire of Her Majesty’s Government than my own individual wish to 
act in perfect accord with his Excellency and with all the authorities of His Most 
Faithful Majesty in carrying out the special duties confided to my care, and I 
expressed a hope that on matters connected with those duties Her Majesty's 
Commissioners would no longer meet with any obstruction in corresponding 
directly with the General Government of this province. 

4. In reply, his Excellency assured me that it was his earnest wish to maintain 
always the best understanding with the British functionaries here, and although on 
his assumption of the government he had purposely refrained from making any 
public announcement of his intended policy, it would ever be his desire to uphold 
the honour of his country by a scrupulous fulfilment of the Treaty for the extinction 
of the Traffic in Slaves, and that he should feel happy in communicating with me 
- any time, either personally or by letter, for the furtherance of that desirable 
object. 

. 5. Senhor Calheiros, on the occasion of his publicly resigning the reins of 
government to his successor, delivered an address, in which, after giving a succinct 
review of the present state of the province, financial and political, and the 
unsatisfactory nature of the relations existing with some of the native tribes in the 
interior, he spoke as follows :— 

“1 ought now to refer to a matter of greatimportance. At the commencement of 
my administration, the amicable relations between the General Government of this 
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province and the Commander of the United States’ naval forces were seriously 
threatened; they were not, however, interrupted, and the solution was satisfactory. 

_ “The demands which the Agents of Her Britannic Majesty have at various 
times pressed upon this General Government have been met in accordance with the 
law, and as became the dignity of the nation. 

“The relations with the Commander of the naval forces of His Majesty the 
Emperor of the French have been most cordial.” 

6. Senhor Calheiros, whose determined support of the system of transporting 
slaves from this province to St. Thomas met, | believe, with the entire concur- 
rence of the late Commander-in-chief of the French naval forces, has recently 
poorly received from His Majesty the Emperor the decoration of the Legion of 

onour. 

He leaves this to-morrow for Lisbon in the Portuguese mail-steamer “ Zaire,” 
and the person who has held the office of Secretary-General under his administration 
has also been removed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 113. 


Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
(No. 19.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 24, 1862. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 46 of the 20th of August last, relating to 
the capture of the Portuguese brigantine ‘“ Paquete de Loanda,” with slaves on 
board, which vessel cleared from Loanda on the 23rd of May last, with cattle on 
board for the River Congo; and [ have to convey to you my approval of the note 
which you addressed to the Governor-General of Angola, requesting that inquiry 
might be made, with the view to the proceedings being adopted against the parties 
implicated in this affair. 





lam, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
No, 114. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
(No. 20.) ' 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 24, 1862. 


I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve your proceedings as reported in your 
despatch No. 47 of the 20th of August last, in regard to the Portuguese brigantine 
“* Paquete de Mosssamedes,” suspected of being destined to be employed in the Slave 
Trade. 





I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
No. 115. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
(No. 21.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 24, 1862. 


I HAVE to acquaint you that on the receipt of your despatch No. 48 of the 
14th of September last, I lost no time in causing the necessary steps to be taken for 
the purpose of ascertaining the truth of the statements of the two sailors, John 
Clarke and Joseph Marks, regarding the British schooner “Lady Abercromby ” 
having been engaged in the Slave Trade; and I now inclose, for your information, 
a copy of a Report from the Home Office, from which it would appear that there is 
no ground for the charge made by the two men in question in regard to this 


vessel. 
Lam, &c. 


(Signed) RUSSELL. 
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No. 116. 


Mr. Layard to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 

(No. 22.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, December 22, 1862. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 13 of the 7th of March last, relative to 
the irregularity with which the mails from Fernando Po are forwarded to you at 
. Loanda, | am directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you, for your information, a 
copy of a Report from Commodore Edmonstone,* explaining the circumstances which 
led to the irregularity complained of. 





1 am, &e. 
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 
No. 117. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
(No. 24.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 23, 1862. 


I HAVE received your despatch No. 50 of the 17th of September last, inclosing 
copies of a further correspondence between the Governor-General of Angola and 
yourself, relative to the case of the Portuguese brigantine “ Paquete de Locnda,”’ 
which sailed from Loanda with a cargo of cattle for the Congo River, and was 
shortly afterwards captured by a British cruizer with slaves on board ; and | have 
to acquaint you that | approve the communications addressed by you to the Governor- 
General in this matter. 





Lam, &c 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
No. 118. 
Mr. Layard to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
(No. 25.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 23, 1862. 


I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a 
letter from Messrs. Taylor and Sons, representing, on behalf of the Western Africa 
Malachite Copper Mines Company, the difficulties with which the Company have 
to contend in consequence of the frequent interruption by the natives of the commu- 
nications between the mines and the coast, and requesting that British Agents on 
the West Coast of Africa may be instructed to do all that lies in their power to 
protect the interests of the Company by maintaining the tranquillity of the Pro- 
vince of Angola, and by co-operating with Senhor Andrade, the present Governor- 
General, in his efforts for the restoration of peace and order among the native 
population. : 

You will see by an extract of a letter from the Company’s Agent at Lisbon, which 
is quoted in Messrs. Taylor’s letter, that British Agents and British subjects are 
stated to be taking an active part in instigating the natives to revolt, and to 
measures of hostility against the Company; and although Lord Russell does not 
place any credit on these imputations, he nevertheless thinks it right to call your 
attention to the subject, and I am to desire that you will] furnish his Lordship with 
all the information you may be able to procure bearing upon the matters touched 
upon in Messrs. Taylor’s letter. : 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 
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Messrs. Taylor & Sons to Earl Russell. 
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No. 119. 


ee 13 Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—( Received April 2, 1862.) 
(No. 1. 
My Lord, ; Loanda, December 21, 1861. 

{ HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that having convened a 
meeting of the Board of Superintendence on the 20th of October last, for the 
purpose of resuming my seat as a member thereof, I found that neither his 
Excellency the Governor-General nor Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner, who had 
been officiating during my absence from my post, had taken the oath required by 
the I[Ird Article of Annex C to the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, before entering 
uponthe duties of their offices. 

I accordingly felt it my duty to propose that, before the Board proceeded to 
transact any business, his Excellency should take the prescribed oath, to which. 
after some hesitation, he assented; and having done so in the presence of the 
principal Magistrate of the place, the Board met yesterday, and ordered that the 
fact should be duly entered on its records. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GARRIEL. 


eee a ee 
No. 120. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell—(Received April 2, 1862.) 

(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 29, 1861. 

| BEG leave to report to your Lordship that, at a meeting of the Board of 
Superintendence yesterday, I proposed to his Excellency the Governor-General that. 
in consequence of the prolonged absence of Seior Constantino Antonio Vares Ferro, 
who has for some years past held the office of Curator of Liberated Negrocs, 
Senhor Manoel Alves de Castro Francina, the gentleman who has been employed as 
Assistant Curator, and since 1857 discharged the duties of the office to the entire 
satisfaction of my late colleague Governor Amaral and myself, should be confirmed. 

His Excellency at once acquiesced in this proposal; and Senhor Castro 
Francina having accordingly been appointed Curator, the oath prescribed by the 
IVth Article of Annex C was duly taken by him before the Board, and a record of 
the fact entered on the Minutes. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 121. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—-(Received April 2.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 31, 1861. 


THE Board of Superintendence having recently been reconstituted, in confor- 
mity with the stipulations of Annex C to the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, as my 
previous despatches of this series will have inform Lordship, the first step 
which it appeared to me necessary to take was to legalize the course taken by the 
members who sat at its meetings in May last, inasmuch as the fact of neither 0” 
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those gentlemen having taken the oath prescribed in the [IIrd Article of the Annex 
referred to, before entering upon their offices, rendered all their acts, in my opinion, 
ipso facto invalid, and of none effect. 

2. | ascertained that the individuals amongst whom a portion of the eman- 
cipated negroes had been distributed by the orders of the Governor-General and 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner in May last, were willing to retain their 
services, and that the negroes themselves were satisfied with their present situations, 
therefore it did not seem to me necessary that the arrangements which had been 
previously made should be cancelled or revoked ; but I submitted to my colleague 
the Governor-General a proposal that the Board, being now regularly and legally 
constituted, should enter on its Minutes a formal confirmation of those arrange- 
ments. 

3. Your Lordship will perceive, from the extract of the Minute of Session of 
the 28th instant (a translation of which I do myself the honour to subjoin), that the 
Governor-General concurred in this proposal, adding, however, certain counter- 
observations and opinions of his own upon this point which I did not deem it requi- 
site to combat, or even to reply to, inasmuch as the Board had virtually adopted 
the proposal submitted by me. 

4. After considerable difficulty, my Lord, I have succeeded in learning that 
the whole of the negroes who were brought into this port with the launches adjudged 
by the Mixed Commission during my absence from my post, were handed over to 
the Department of Public Works at this place, and there remained employed as 
common labourers until a meeting of the Board of Superintendence was convened 
hy the Governor-General on the Ist May, 1861, seven months after their emancipa- 
tion. 

5. There is nothing on record in the archives of the Mixed Court to show the 
number that died in the interval between the capture of those launches and the 
promulgation of the sentences, nor how many of them actually received certificates 
of emancipation from the Court. All that it is now possible to establish with any 
degree of certainty is, that 108 were captured, that 98 were delivered over to the 
Department of Public Works, and 72 transferred, on the date above mentioned, to 
the charge of the Board of Superintendence. It has been quite out of my power to 
arrive at any satisfactory conclusion as to the manner in which the remaining 36 
were disposed of; but it certainly does seem to exceed credibility that this propor- 
tion could have died in the period intervening between their capture and their being 
transferred to the charge of the Board of Superintendence; and the circumstance of 
so many being deficient cannot fail to excite the worst suspicions as to the conduct 
of those under whose care those unfortunate beings were improperly placed. 

6. 'The 72 emancipated negroes delivered over to the Curator on the Ist May, 
1861, are all, under these circumstances, that the present Board can be called upon 
to account for, and [am able to assure your Lordship that I shall spare no effort 
in securing to the survivors of those people the full enjoyment of the benefits stipu- 
lated for them by the Treaty. 

7. By an early opportunity I shall have the honour of handing to your Lord- 
ship a list of the several individuals to whom the Africans are now apprenticed out, 
showing the numbers conceded to each person, and their occupations. 

I -have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 121. 


Extract of the Minute of Session of the Board of Superintendence of December 28, 1861. 
(Translation.) 
Present : 


His Excellency the Governor-General. 
Edmund Gabriel, Esq., British Commissioner. ; 
Sefior Manuel Alves de Castro Francina, Curator and Acting Secretary. 


IT was stated by Mr. Gabriel that, in his opinion, the proceedings of the Board, as recorded in the Minutes 
of Session of the Ist and 15th May, 1861, require to be legalised, inasmuch as neither his Excellency the 
Governor-General, nor Sir Henry Huntley, the British Arbitrator acting in the absence of him the British 
Commissioner, had previously taken the oath required by Article III of Annex C to the Treaty. He, there- 
fore, proposed that the Board, being now legally constituted, should adopt and confirm the arrangements previously 
made, as set forth in the Minutes of the above-mentioned dates. . 

His Excellency the Governor-General replied that, although in his opinion the Board of Superintendence 
had been regularly constituted, and the resolutions passed by it were therefore perfectly legal, he had no hesitation 
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in acquiescing in the proposal of the British Commissioner, inasmuch as it amounted to nothing more than a 
ratification of the proceedings which had been already taken, without thereby giving any additional legality to 
those proceedings. He therefore considered as legal and ratified the acts of the Board recorded in the Minutes 
of the Ist and 15th May, 1361. 


SSS 
No. 122. 


fie 13 Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received April 2.) 
o. 1. 
My Lord, Loanda, January 5, 1862. 

HEREWITH I have the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, a 
translation of the Report for the Quarter ended on the 31st ultimo, received by the 
Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes from the Curator. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL, 
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Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans. 
(Translation.) 

I HAVE the honour to report to the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes that, during the 
quarter ending yesterday, I visited at different times the liberated negroes in charge of the Board, and 
found—- 

1. That they are properly treated. 

2. That the liberated negroes entrusted to private individuals are employed in various domestic occupations, 
and that those conceded to the Municipal Chamber are in the service of the town. 

3. That the Municipal Chamber having intimated to the Board in a despatch dated the 25th November last, 
that it no longer required the services of 27 of the liberated negroes, which had been conceded to it, they were 
therefore returned to the Government depét. One of them died in the hospital on the 10th December last, 23 were 
distributed amongst private individuals, and 3 are yet in the said depét. 

St. Paul de Loanda, January 1, 1862. 





(Signed) M. A. CASTRO FRANCINA, Curator. 
No, 123. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 17, 1862. 


I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve your proceedings as reported in your 
despatch marked Board of Superintendence, No. 3 of the 3lst December last, 
relating to the disposal of the negroes captured on board the launches that have 
been recently condemned in the Mixed Commission Court at Loanda. 

I have, however, to observe, that there appears to have been great neglect in 
having delayed for seven months to assemble the Board of Superintendence for the 
purpose of taking charge of these liberated Africans. 





I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
No. 124. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received July 10.) 
No. 3. 
My bd, Loanda, April 5, 1862. 


HEREWITH LI have the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, a 
translation of the Report for the quarter ended on the 31st ultimo, received by the 
Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes a the ea 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
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Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans. 
(Translation.) 

I HAVE the honoyr to bring to the knowledge of the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes 
that, during the quarter ending yesterday, I visited at different times the libertos in charge of the said Board, and 
found as follows :— 

1. That they are properly treated. 

2. That the libertos in the service of private individuals are, for the most part, employed in domestic occu- 
pations, and some in agriculture, in the suburbs of the city, and that those remaining in charge of the Municipal 
Chamber are employed in the service of the town. 

3. That the liberto Paulo Sumbo, who was conceded to Antonio Joaquim Carneiro Homem, returned to 
the Government depédt on the 17th of Jauuary last, the said individual no longer wishing to retain his 
services, 

4. That on the 18th of January last the liberto Vula, who had been conceded to Joaquim Fernandes 
Moreira da Costa, died of diarrhaa, and that I ordered the corpse to be interred after having duly identified 
the same. 

5. That the Municipal Chamber, by letter of the 7th of February last, stated that it no longer wished to 
retain the services of the three libertos of whom it had retained charge in December last year, and they were 
accordingly returned to the Government depdt. It communicated also the death in the hospital of the other 
three libertos, and that the negress Adriana Huelle was under treatment there. 

It appears also from information subsequently received that this negress also died in the hospital, but that 
the Municipal Chamber was not made anquainied with it; and therefore there are now in charge of the said 
Chamber only six libertos. 

St. Paul de Loanda, April 1, 1862. 





(Signed) M. A. DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Curator. 
No. 125. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received August 11.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Loanda, June 10, 1862. 


1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of 
the 17th April last, No. 8, approving of my proceedings as reported in my despatch 
dated the 31st December last, relating to the disposal of the negroes captured on 
board the launches condemned in the Mixed Commission at this place in 1860. 

Your Lordship observes, however, that there appears to have been great 
neglect in having delayed for seven months to assemble the Board of Superintend- 
ence, for the purpose of taking charge of Liberated Africans. 

Whilst returning your Lordship my best acknowledgments for the approval of 
my proceedings, as conveyed in the above-mentioned despatch, I trust I may at the 
same time be permitted to observe that 1am in no way responsible for the delay 
which occurred in reconstituting the Board of Superintendence, inasmuch as I was 
on leave of absence throughout the whole of that period; and it was only on 
resuming my duties in September last, that after considerable difficulty I succeeded 
in ascertaining how and when the negroes liberated during my absence had been 


disposed of. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 126. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell—(Received September 27.) 


(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 5, 1862. 
WITH this despatch I have the honour to submit to your Lordship a transla- 
tion of the Report addressed to the Board of Superintendence by the Curator for 
the quarter ended on the 30th ultimo. 
T have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
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. Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans. 
(Trauslation.) 

I HAVE the honour to bring to the knowledge of the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes that, 
in 1. —— of the quarter ended yesterday, I visited at different times the libertos in charge of the said Board, 
and found— 

Ist. That they are properly treated. 

2ndly. That the libertos in the service of private individuals are employed, some in domestic occupations, 
and others in agriculture in the suburbs of the city ; those of the Corporation. being engaged in the service of the 


8rdly. That the negress Christina, who was in charge of Francisco Martino Gomes Teixeira, was returned to 
the Government depét on the 8th of April last; the said Teixeira having discharged her. 

4thly. That, on the 27th of April, the liberto Pedro Canga, who was in the service of Dona Thereza de Aguiar 
e Castro, died, and the body, after being duly identified, was interred. That the liberto Joao disappeared from 
the service of the said Dona Thereza without any justifiable cause. 

5thly. That there returned to the Government depét, on the 27th of May, the negresses Maria and Isabel, 
who were*captured by the police in the suburbs of the city, having deserted before the distribution of the Liberated 
Negroes had taken place. 

6thly. That, on the 20th of June, the liberto Sabi, who was in the service of Francisco Barboza Rodrigues, 
died under medical treatment in the hospital ; and the liberto named Jodo has disappeared from the service of the 
said Barboza. 

St. Paul de Loanda, July 1, 1862. 

(Signed) MANUEL ALVES DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Curator. 








No. 127. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received December 2.) 


(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 5, 1862. 
INCLOSED I have the honour to lay before your Lordship a translation of the 
Report for the quarter ended the 30th ultimo, received from the Curator by the 
Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 127. 


Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans. 

(Translation.) 

I HAVE the honour to inform the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes that during the quarter 
ended yesterday, I visited several times the libertos under the care of the Board, and found— 

1. That they were properly treated. 

2. That the libertos conceded to private individuals were employed, some in domestic occupations, others in 
labour in the suburbs of the city, and those hired by the municipality, in the public service of the town. 

3. It appears that the liberto Jodo, who had, as stated in the report for the second quarter, absconded from 
D. Thereza de Aguiar Castro, has returned to the service of the said lady. 

4, That the liberta Marianna, who was conceded to Ignacio José de Moraes, junior, has been discharged 
from the hospital, where she had been under treatment since the 6th September. 

5. That on the 10th of the same month the liberta Thomasia, conceded to Luiz Gomes de Carvalho Vieira, 
died. 

St. Paul de Loanda, October 1, 1862. 

(Signed) MANUEL ALVEZ DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Curator. 


( 144 ) 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 





WEST COAST OF AFRICA STATION. 


No. 128, 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, *€ Arrogant,” at St. Paul de Loanda, November 18, 1861. 

[ HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner at Loanda in August 
last brought under my notice a practice that is now being carried on by direction 
of the Portuguese authorities of shipping, principally by the periodical packets, 
so-called free negroes or emigrants from that place to the Island of St. Thomas, 
in apparent contravention of the existing Treaty between Great Britain and 
Portugal. 

The Governor being absent, and the services of the “ Arrogant” urgently 
required elsewhere, | was unable at that moment officially to look into the matter, 
but, on my return to Loanda a few days since, I lost no time in communicating 
with the Governor, which I preferred doing in the first instance personally, and in 
the presence of Mr. Gabriel, rather than enter into any correspondence. 

As all the bearings and working of this new scheme have already been so fully 
reported upon by the Commissioners to the Foreign Office, it is not necessary that 
I should again on this occasion enter into any further details, but will merely 
express my earnest conviction that no time should be lost in arranging this ° 
important business between the two Governments, in order that our future course 
may be made clear, and that the serious responsibility of interfering with these 
packets may be avoided. 

The Governor, who is a very able and intelligent man, and I believe sincerely 
desirous putting down the Slave Trade, has evidently organized this new scheme, 
no doubt also encouraged by his own Government. At my late interview with him 
he did not at all attempt to evade the question ; on the contrary, he assured me that 
it had been well considered; that he had taken, and would take, every possible 
precaution that only bond fide free blacks were embarked ; that every one individually 
carried a passport, which he showed me, endorsed by some responsible party; and 
that he did not think he would be justified in preventing a free black more than he 
would a free white in emigrating in the manner described. 

I pointed to his Excellency what abuses this practice would open the door to; 
that it evidently was not contemplated when the original Treaty was enacted; and 
I suggested to him the propriety of deferring any further shipment until the views 
of our Government had been ascertained on that point ; but he declined acceding to 
my proposal. ; 

As this matter evidently is of some importance, and might lead ultimately to 
unpleasant results, I trust it will not escape the earliest attention of Her Majesty’s 
Government. ; 

I may mention that the Island of St. Thomas is only one-tenth part cultivated ; 
therefore labour being very valuable, it is not likely that slaves would be resold 
from there, but it is obviously possible, and not improbable, that at any time it 
might suit the convenience of the slave-dealers to do so. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 
a See I 2 ee ED LAA 
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No, 129. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, _ _ Narcissus,’ Simon’s Bay, November 19, 1861. 
I BEG to forward, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, the inclosed report of proceedings of Commander S. Douglas, of Her 
Majesty’s sloop “ Espoir,” in the River Niger, who appears to have carried out the 
service with which he was charged satisfactorily, so far as his means would allow ; 
but had he been in a position to do so, I am of opinion that the Chiefs at Abo 
should have been severely chastised, both for plundering the British factory, and 
- their conduct in attempting to detain an officer and boat’s crew of the 

“ Espoir.” 

I should be glad to receive their Lordships’ instructions as to whether any 
further steps should be taken to punish the villages on this river which have shown 
hostile feelings to the expedition, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





No. 130. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond.—(Received January 8.) 


Sir, Admiralty, January 6, 1862. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you 
herewith, for the information of €arl Russell, a copy of a letter from Commodore 
Edmonstone dated the 18th of November last, with its inclosures, reporting 
upon the Slave Trade on the West Coast of Africa between the Ist January and 
the 30th September, 1861. 

My Lords have read with much pleasure this interesting and satisfactory 
communication. 

While their Lordships have to lament the partial revival of the Slave ‘Trade in 
the Rivers Pongas and Nunez, the unhealthiness of those rivers debarring Her 
Majesty’s cruizers from entering them during the greater part of the year, they 
observe with much satisfaction that the efforts of the squadron under Commodore 
Edmonstone in the Bights Division have been so far successful that only one cargo of 
slaves is said to have been shipped from the territory of the King of Dahomey in 
the nine months embraced in ie Report ; and my Lords are encouraged to hope 
that the increase of legal trade which may be expected to follow from the occupa- 
tion of Lagos, and a continuance of the system of watching the ports from which 
slaves are shipped, will gradually, but surely, lead to the extinction of the foreign 
Slave Trade in the Bights, and to the advance of civilization, which can alone 
effectually improve the condition of the negro population. 

My Lords desire also to call the attention of Earl Russell to the remarks of 
Commodore Edmonstone on the manner in which trade is conducted in the rivers 
in the Bight of Biafra, and particularly to the measures which Messrs. Stewart and 
Douglas are stated to have ordered Captain Donaldson to adopt for the recovery of 
the debts due to them. ; 

In the South Division my Lords regret to find a less satisfactory state of 
things. The facilities afforded to the carriage of slaves from the interior by the 
River Congo, and the impunity afforded by the flag of the United States, have toa 
great extent defeated the zealous efforts of our officers, and legal trade is almost 
banished from the river; and the purchase of slaves for exportation to the French 
West Indies has also, no doubt, tended largely to increase Traffic in Slaves, to the 
prejudice of legal commerce. Should that emigration cease, my Lords believe that 
a combined effort by the English, French, and Portuguese might with justice be 
made to destroy the slavery establishments in the Conge, and to punish the native 
tribes who have been guilty of plundering the boats employed in the legal trade. 

My Lords request that the original documents now transmitted may be 
returned to this Department when no longer Pe, ‘ 

am, &c. 
(Signed) ~W. G. ROMAINE. 


——_—$—— 


Crass A. 2P 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 130. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” at St. Paul de Loanda, November 18, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy 
of my report to the Commander-in-chief cn the state of the Slave Trade between the Ist January and the 30th 
September, 1861. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE, 





Inclosure 2 in No. 130. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admirval Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” at Sea, Lat. 4° 57' S., Long. 9° 55' E., November 7, 1861. 

IN pursuance of the Slave Trade Instructions, page 7, Article 3, I have the honour to report on the state of 
the Slave Trade, &c., on the West Coast of Africa, between the Ist January and 30th September, 1861, being a 
continuation of my letter of the 24th March last to Rear-Admiral Sir Henry Keppel, K.C.B. 

2. As I am greatly indebted to the cruizers under my orders for the material to enable me to form my Report, 
and which, owing to the particular nature of the Station, has only lately reached me, I was unable to ‘make m 
Report at the proper time; but as I am now in possession of information on this subject up to the 30th September 
from the cruizers in the Bights, having recently paid Lagos a visit, and having been personally on the South 
Coast, I have thought it proper to extend my Report over a period of nine months, so as to furnish you 
with all information on Slave Trade matters, up to as recent a date as possible, which I hope will meet your 
approval, 

3. By adding up the annexed Lists, it will be seen that so many as 82 vessels, capable of conveying 45,143 
slaves, are supposed to have been engaged in this nefarious Traffic during the period of this Report, and that out 
of that number no less than 75 vessels are actually mentioned on the Suspected List, as per information received 
from my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, clearly showing that the Slave Trade has increased to a consider- 
able extent ; the total number of vessels mentioned in my previous Report being only 46. Still I am positive, and 
I will endeavour to prove, that a great number of these vessels have never made their appearance on this part of 
the African coast. 

4. Out of the 82, I am happy to say, 10, capable of conveying 3,643 slaves, have been captured by Her 
Majesty's cruizers, thereby rescuing 1,032 human beings from slavery, 8 of these vessels being empty when 
taken. 

5. In addition to which the “ Bloodhound” captured a boat with 5 slaves at Batanga on the 27th of August ; 
and Commander Wildman, of the “ Philomel,” was the means of releasing 11 more, the property of a Dutch 
subject, as brought to your notice in my letter of the 22nd September last, making a total of 1,048 slaves that we 
have emancipated. 

6. In my last Report I had the honour of alluding to the successful efforts made by the United States 
cruizers in putting a check to the Slave Trade under their flag, I have now the satisfaction of recording the 
capture of three more vessels, capable of conveying 2,800 slaves. One of them, the “ Nightingale,” was taken 
while in the act of shipping, with 960 on board, and the other two were empty; this makes a grand total of 
13 vessels, capable of conveying into slavery 6,443 human beings, that have been captured by the joint 
exertions of the United States’ and our own squadrons, the number of slaves actually released being 2,008. 

7. It is, however, greatly to be deplored that, in spite of our mutual efforts to check the Slave Trade, no less 
than 15 vessels, capable of carrying away 8,400 of our fellow creatures, have escaped during the period of this 
Report, as shown in Inclosure 5. This is a serious increase to the number supposed to have got off between June 
and December 1860, viz., 5, but I am happy to say the number of vessels captured is also greater than I had the 
honour of showing in my last Report. 

8. Out of the 54 remaining vessels mentioned in Inclosure 6, the following have been fallen in with 
and boarded by Her Majesty’s cruizers on the South Coast:—‘ Lucy Johnson,” “ Express,” “ Fleet Eagle,” 
“ Brutus,” “J. J. Cobb,” “ Mariquita,” and the “ Thomas Watson,’ the whole under the American flag. 

9. This leaves me 57 waste to account for, all of which appear on the Suspected List; but on 
reference to Inclosure 6, it will be found that merely the names and tonnage of at least 30 out of that number 
are given. I therefore venture to conclude that we have no reason to suppose they have ever made their 
appearance on this coast, especially as they are of a greater tonnage (taking them as a body) than is usually met 
with out here: the remaining 17 may or may not have visited Western Africa, but they certainly have not 
been seen by any of our cruizers, and I am of opinion that some, at least, would have been met with or heard of 
had they ventured on the coast. I form this conclusion, not only from the general correctness of the reports with 
which I am furnished, but also that the Congo and its neighbourhood being the principal export for slaves has 
constantly been watched. Further, I think that the number of vessels that have escaped, viz. 15, having on 
board between 8,000 and 9,000 slaves, chiefly procured from this part of the coast, is, perhaps, under, but 
certainly a pretty fair average of the probable supply, obtained without delay or difficulty. I may also mention here 
that vessels are generally three or four weeks making their arrangements for shipping, and I consequently cannot 
imagine that so large a number could at different times have come across for that purpose, without being seen 
by either the United States’ or our own cruizers. 

10. Having disposed of the 82 vessels mentioned in the inclosures, I now beg to bring under your notice 
the following vessels shown on the Suspected List, but not during period of this Report, and which have been 
fallen in with :—“ Orlando,’ American, was boarded by Her Majesty’s ship under my command at Sierra Leone, 
and the “Juvtice Story,” American, by the “Alecto” in the Bights; as also the Portuguese vessels 
“ Esperanza,” by “ Alecto,” at Quittah, and the “ Paquete de Porto Novo,” off Whydah, by the “ Espoir.” 

11. The above concludes the whole of the suspicious vessels of which I have received any account whatever. 
I now-proceed to bring to your notice the under-mentioned vessels (not mentioned on Suspected List), all under 
American colours, as they have been boarded by Her Majesty’s cruizers :—* John Gilpin,” at St. Paul de Loanda ; 
“ St. Helena.” at St. Paul de Loanda; “ Elizabeth,’ at the Isles de Los; “ Warren White,’ in the Bights, 
“ Calionida,” in the Sherbro River ; “ Lillian,” at Sierra Leone ; “ Robert Wing,” at the Isles de Los; “ Marshall,’ 
in the Bights; “ George and Mary,” whaler, on the South Coast ; * City of Mancheter,” at Cape Coast Castle 5 
“ Said Bin Sultan,” at Whydah ; “ Sea Mew,” off the Congo; “ Nye,” whaler, off th Conca: and “ Concordia, 
whaler, off the Congo. 
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_ The vessels are in all probability honest traders, and some of them are well known as such, making regular 
trips to and from the coast ; those fitted as whalers are, perhaps, the most suspicious out of the number. 

__ 12. On referring to the Tabular Statements at the end of my Report it will be found that the Slave Trade is, 
with a few exceptions, entirely carried on under cover of the American flag, and taking into consideration the 
great protection it affords to that illegal Traffic, I think the success met with by our cruizers during the past 
nine months ought to be a subject of congratuiation ; and J feel confident that were our powers of interference not 
so limited, many more vessels would have been captured, as tie appearance of bond fide slavers on this coast has 
been much greater than has been seen for some time. 


13. While the withdrawal of the United States’ squadron gives additional facility to the slaver, who can now 
carry on this barbarous ‘Traffic with the utmost impunity, it now, more than ever, cripples our efforts to check it ; 
for in former times a vessel under American colours having slaves on board, when met witi by anv of our cruizers, 
would prefer destroying her register and throwing her flag overboard, and thus become denationalized and a prize 
to such cruizer, than be taken to an United States’ vessel. Now, however, they have nothing to dread, and will, of 
course, defy the interference of our cruizers, whether full or empty, and the Spanish Slave ‘Trade to the Havana 
will be carried on under the American flag more freely, and with less risk than ever. ‘The number of suspicious 
vessels on the coast is a proof of how they appreciate the absence of the American squadron, and under these 
circumstances I cannot imagine why any vessel engaged in the Slave Trade hoists other than the flag of the United 
States; for, although we are permitted to prove the nationality of suspicious vessels under certain conditions, 
we have not the means of testing the correctness of any document purporting to be a correct American 
register. 

14. Should, such a case happen that a vessel with slaves on board, under American colours, is met with by any 
of our cruizers, I think the only plan is to send her across to the States under charge of a prize crew, to be 
delivered over to the proper authorities; the “Saratoga” being the only American man-of-war on the station, and 
her movements very uncertain indeed. She, therefore, can afford little or no assistance to us in suppressing the 
Slave Trade. 

15. If this course is adopted once or twice, the American Government might, through a fecling of jealousy, 
be induced to take some steps in the right direction to prevent their flag from being any longer so openly’ a 
protection to the Spanish Slave Trade. : 

16. I need scarcely allude to the mntual good feeling that I am happy to say existed between our respective 
squadrons to the last: the satisfactory manner in which we have at all times co-operated is a proof of that feeling, 
and the capture of the “ 7’riton” and “ Falmouth,” as shown in Invlosure 4, the result of suen co-operation. 

17. Iam convinced that Flag Officer Inman and his officers have throughout been in earnest to put a stop to 
the Slave Trade from being carried on under the American flag, and had the law of the United States admitted of 
vessels with the usual slave-fittings only being condemned, the blow to that illegal Traffic would have been 
something very considerable. As it is they have taken 8 vessels capable of carrying 6,225 slaves, and succeeded 
in releasing 3,885 human beings from captivity during the period | have had the houour of being Senior Officer on 
this portion of the station under your command. 

18. I] now beg to draw your attention to the principal localities where the Slave Trade is at present carried on. 
{n the 


North Division 


I fear that this inhuman Traffic has increased; 4 vessels have been captured since my last iteport, and 1 got 
off from the River Nunez. King Catty is supposed to have supplied the slaves in the latter case ; but as reliable 
information of the movements of those known to be interested in the Trade is easily procured on this part of the 
coast, which is the most civilized, and where legal commerce is developed to a greater extent, there is uo hope of its 
ever reviving very much, ; 

19. At present it is conducted by a Spanish Company, who employ small vessels to suit the navigation 
of the rivers, as will be seen on referring to Inclosure 3, but I am thankful to say as yet they cannot have 
succeeded in their discreditable enterprise; this, in a great measure, is owing to the exertions of Commander 
Smith, who has during his service on the North Coast captured 5 vessels. : 

20. It appears that slaves are procured and shipped principally in the Nunez, Pongas, Debruka, Sherbro, 
and in the Gallinas; but the River Pongas is without doubt the head-quarters of slavery in this Division, 
and the Sherbro and its neighbourhood the market from whence supplies are chiefly procured. : 

21. With regard to the Pongas our cruizers obtain good information of any contemplated shipment through 
the Mission established at Falanghia, who take every opportunity of assisting us. . 

22. As King Catty is evidently engaged in connection with Mrs. Lightbourne in carrying on the Slave 
Trade in this river, I have issued directions, in compliance with Admiralty letter of the 24th of June last, 
addressed to you or the Senior Officer at Sierra Leone, to punish that Chief for breaking his lreaty with 
Her Majesty's Government, should sufficient proof of his having done so be established, communicating on the 
subject with Governor Hill. . . . os ie 

23. At the Gallinas, Prince Mannah keeps us in possession of all information on the subject ; it is, 
however, reported that he takes care first to promise a cargo, and has been known to receive part payment 
beforehand ; so by giving timely notice he avoids the necessity of parting with his property. ; ; 

24. I look forward to the permanent establishmeut of a timber trade in the Bagroo with great interest, 
as it will certainly be the means of doing away with the Slave Trade from the Sherbro in a great measure, 
by the wholesome check it must afford to the movements of those engaged in that illegal Traffic, as also 
tending to introduce legitimate commerce to a greater extent in that river. i iad ond 7 

25. I may here mention that I am in receipt of an Admiralty communication directing me to furnish a 
ten-oared pinnace and a whale-boat, at a valuation, to Mr. Hanson, who has entered into an engagemeut 
with Her Majesty's Government to supply our dockyards with timber from the Sherbro country. I will take 
the earliest opportunity of complying with their Lordships’ instructions, and hope to be able to procure these 
boats at Ascension. a 

26. Slaves are also occasionally taken from the Sierra Leone River in canoes, but I have not heard to 
what extent. The principal description ‘of Slave Trade in the North Coast is, however, domestic, and if 
consider the absence of vessels mentioned on the Suspected List as a good proof of the very small limit to 
which the export of slaves can safely be assigned. The Spanish Company already alluded to has only been 
recently set on foot, and appears not to have auswered as yet. ; : a 

27. That portion of the Coast over which the Liberian Government have any influence is, I am happy to say, 
entirely free from the taint of slavery. ? : : : 

28. I have the honour to bring under your notice some information which has reached me regarding the legal 


trade in this Division. 
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29. At Cape Settlement there appears to be a very flourishing trade in palm oil, cane, and other description 
of dye-woods, ivory, and sometimes a little gold dust; but 1 hear that at present we are not represented: there 
is, however, a factory belonging to the house of Hatton and Cookson of Liverpool, about three miles from the 
entrance of the Cavalla River. 

30. The palm-oil season commences here in December, when the nut is gathered, and the oil is ready for 
shipment during the months of May and June ; the quantity exported, exclusive of the English factory, of which no 
statistics could be obtained, is about 300,000 gallons annually, 

31. The “ Faleon” visited Cape Palmas by my order in July last, when Commander Heneage ascertained 
without doubt that suspicious vessels do frequently call in there, and also at Monrovia, for information of the 
movements of our cruizers, and to procure their letters, &c., that arrive by the mail. 

32. The export of slaves from the Bights Division is chiefly carried on within that part of the Coast over 
which Dahomey’s power and influence is felt, and as a rule it may be said from nowhere else in this Division to 
any serious extent. The usual shipping-places are Aghwey, Great and Little Popoe, and Whydah. 

33. I have only positive knowledge of one shipment having taken place, and that is supposed to have been 
the “ African” from the Coast between Quittah and Addah, as shown in Inclosure 5. 

34. I learn, however, with regret from Major de Ruvignes, lately the Commandant at Accra, that two known 
slave-vessels under the American flag have been seen at anchor in the Dutch roads ; in all probability they have got 
off, as I have not heard further news of them, nor have they been met with by any of our cruizers. 

35. That officer also informs me that slave factories are in existence in the Volla Islands. I have therefore 
ordered Commander Bedingfeld to cause this part of the Coast to be constantly watched for some time to 
come. 

36. In the Brass River I am happy to say this illegal Traffic has entirely ceased to exist, no vessel of a 
suspicious nature having been seen in its vicinity since the one captured by the “ Archer,” about two years ago ; but 
there appears to be a little slaving in the Segama River, principally carried on during the dry season, and by small 
vessels. In this instance slaves are collected between the Segama and Nun, and taken outside the Bar, from whence 
they are shipped. 

37. In the rivers in the Bight of Biafra the paim-oil trade has altogether superseded this nefarious Traffic, 
but domestic slavery still exists, and a great inclination to rise against their masters has lately manifested itself on 
the part of the former, but no disturbances have taken place, and the rivers are being constantly visited by our 
cruizers, 

38. It is to be hoped that our new position at Lagos will have the wholesome effect in time of checking the 
Slave Trade in Dahomey’s country, which I can confidently assert is the only part of the Coast in this Division 
where it prevails to any serious extent. 

39 There is no doubt that the destruction of Porto Novo is the greatest blow that has been for some time 
past inflicted on this illegal traffic, and I believe it has had a good moral effect on the neighbouring tribes, and 
now that our traders are permitted to enjoy the same privileges of residing there, which formerly was only 
accorded to the Brazilians and other known slave-dealers, a check will necessarily be placed on the movements of 
‘bose interested in this barbarous traffic. 


Legal Trade. 


40. There are several American and Portuguese traders who compete with us and the Hamburgh shipping at 
Lagos and the coast to windward: but the greater portion of the palm oil finds its way into the English market 
from the rivers in the Bight of Biafra, where at present, I am thankful to say, things are pretty quiet, and trade, 
on the whole, satisfactory. 

41. In the Benin some outrages have taken place, and matters are not so promising as I should wish. I 
cannot but think that the supereargoes very often, by their own conduct, and other reasons which I will explain 
hereafter, bring about these disturbances, which are readily created, but not so easily put down, and very injurious 
to our commercial interests and the development of trade. 

42. Our merchants, who have so much at stake, cannot be too careful in selecting their representatives in 
these rivers, for it requires great tact and judgment to deal with an ignorant and unprincipled race, such as the 
native traders mostly are; and as the evils of the old trust system, now happily exploded, are still felt on both 
sides, by the supereargo or agent in endeavouring to collect the bad debts of several years’ standing, and by the 
native trader, who cannot or will not pay, but prefers selling his oil to a new trader in the river to whom he owes 
nothing, and will, therefore, get his cloth or other articles in exchange, an unpleasantness is often the necessary 
consequence ; and hence follow those trequent checks so injurious to trade and the commercial spirit which it is 
our object to establish, and sometimes even more serious disturbances, which the presence of a man-of-war alone 
can check, 

43. Alluding once more to the old trust system, I now have to bring under your notice a circumstance 
which was the other day reported to me by Captain Burton, Her Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po. It appears 
that the house of Stewart and Douglas are to a great extent sufferers by that system, inasmuch as several 
thousands of pounds sterling are at the present moment due to them by one Ephraim Duke, I think, in the Old 
Calabar River, and they have sent out a Captain Donaldson with instructions to fire into and destroy his property 
if the debt is not paid within a certain time. Should this once take place, the whole river will be up in arms, and 
the very lucrative trade in the Old Calabar stopped ; besides which, other firms who have no interest in disturbing 
the peace of the river would be sure to suffer in consequence. I feel confident, from my own knowledge of the 
native character, that such an act would entirely destroy the confidence which it has been the work of years to 
cultivate. 

44. Captaiu Donaldson has been given to understand that if he attempts such a proceeding, which, in my 
opinion amounts to piracy, the first duty of an English man-of-war would be to make a prisoner of him; and I 
trust, Sir, Her Majesty’s Government may be induced to impress upon Messrs. Stewart and Donglas the extreme 
folly of these measures, as not only their own interests but also those of other houses in Liverpool would suffer, 
and, probably, all trade stopped in one of the most promising rivers in Western Africa. 

45. L informed Captain Burton most distinctly that on no account would I permit any man-of-war from under 
my orders to use the least force in collecting the bad debts of any individuals trading in these rivers ; and I think 
that our merchants at home would best consult their future interests if they followed the example of Messrs. Horsfall 
and Son, and remitted their debts ; at any rate, they will never recover them by forcible measures. 

46. On King Pepple having been properly re-installed in the Bonny, I took an early opportunity of commu- 
nicating with him by letter, telling him that we shall expect great things of him, and that he must do all that he 
can to preserve order, and increase the trade of the river. A copy of that letter, as well as one to the Chairman 
of the Court of Equity, I annex, for your information, and I trust you will be pleased to approve of what I have 
done in this matter, At present, T am happy to say, everything is quiet in the Bouny, so far as cur traders are 
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concerned, and I venture to hope will remain so; but Pepple, I hear, is a low fellow, and has surrounded himself 
with a lot of dissipated people whom he has brought out from England with him, and calls his staff: still I believe 
he has great influence in the river. 


47. All the information in my possession relative to the Niger I had ti ishi ith i 
ony sect Unite clin, o the Niger ad the honour of furnishing you with in 
48. King Jack at Batanga, I regret to say, has several times evinced a disposition to be troubleso 
, , 3 me to our 
traders settled there, but the ** Bloodhound ” having lately visited that place, I ae it will be more quiet. 
49. Before proceeding further I have much pleasure in bringing to your notice that William McCoskry, Esq., 
at present the Acting Governor of Lagos, has procured from England a steam-tug vessel, capable of crossing the 
bar, and that, in consequence, several vessels have already been towed into the Lagos River, and shipped their oil, 


&c., inside, instead, as formerly, of having it sent out in the cargo-boats, entailing great expense and risk, and 
frequently serious loss of property. 


South Division. 


50. The Slave Trade in this Division is almost general, and without doubt the principal market from whence 
the Havana is supplied. I regret to say it has considerably increased, since my last Report, in many parts of the 
coast where it was nearly extinct, viz., the neighbourhood of Cape Lopez, and to the southward of St. Paul de 
Loanda, and J fear it will continue to do so, so long as our hands are tied, and the demand for slave labour in 
Cuba remains ; for it is too profitable a speculation, and at the present moment without much risk, to be easily 
given up by those who have so much interest ia it. . 

51. The following places along the coast are selected for shipment :— 

North of the Congo :—Banda Point, Black Point, Landano, Malemba, Cabenda Bay. 

In the Congo :—Bullembemba, Bullock Island, Ponta da Lenha. 

South of the Congo :—Mangue Grande, Vista, and the coast between Muella and Fonda Bay. 

But beyond a doubt the River Congo, its immediate neighbourhood. and Cabenda, are the principal. 

52. Embomma, one of the greatest slave-marts in Africa, being only thirty miles from Ponta da Lenha, with 
which place it has a water-communication, and there being one also between Landano, a little to the northward of 
of Cabenda, vid the River Kacongo and Ponta da Lenha, an almost uninterrupted water-communication is 
established between Embomma and Cabenda. This fully accounts for the facility with which large numbers of 
slaves are so easily collected, both in the neighbourhood of the Congo and at Cabenda, and they can easily transfer 
them from one place to the other when requisite. ‘ : 

53. Although the Portuguese are not actually found on board slave-vessels as a rule, they (individually) 
certainly take a very prominent part in this nefarious Traffic as agents, and make the necessary arrangements for 
collecting and shipping the slaves. - 

54. The following are a few of the localities where Portuguese slave-dealers reside, viz., Kilongo, Loango Bay, 
Longo Bonda, Killo River, Black Point, Landano, Cabenda, and at Chincoxo, about six miles te the northward of 
Cabenda. There are also several in the Congo and at Mangue Grande. 

55. Some of these places have barracoons, and others not; but it is difficult to gain positive information on 
this point, as they may be there to-day, and gone to-morrow. According to circumstances, they are scarcely ever 
visible to a ship passing, being erected a little distance inland. 

56. At Cabenda one Francisco Frank is mixed up greatly in the Slave Trade, and has large barracoons, 
which, on my late visit to that place, I endeavoured to discover, and sent my head krooman on shore for the 
purpose; but the approach is well guarded, and they would not let any one near the place. We heard, however, 
that slaves were collected there in great numbers, and, when necessary, they are sometimes sent to Bullembemba. 

57. I was mistaken in my idea that King Jack of Cabenda had much to do in providing slaves, but I believe 
h’s men and canoes sometimes assist in shipping them. 

58. At Landano a Mr. Holloway, Agent for the Dutch factory, is, ] hear, much interested in the Slave 
Trade, and I have great pleasure in stating that this, and not Mr. Meecham of the firm of Tobin and Sons, as 
brought to your knowledge in a former Report, was the gentleman seen on board the * Nightingale” when she 
was captured by the United States’ ship “ Saratoga ”’ while in the act of shipping her slaves. 

59. From Cape Lopez, Zanga Tanga, and the River Nazareth, a regular Slave Trade, I am sorry to say, has 
been established with the Islands of Princes and St. Thomas, carried on chiefly by small coasting vessels, and 
barracoons have been formed. It is also reported that a person of the name of Berzebat, Portuguese merchant 
at Princes, is concerned in it. 

60. Whether these slaves go to the Havana eventually, I am not in a position to say, but it is a well-known 
fact that slave-vessels not unfrequently call in at St. Thomas. I myself saw the “ African” off that island in 
June last. 

61. However, I believe that a want of labour to cultivate the coffee plantation is felt on that island. This, 
perhaps, may account in a measure for the importation of slaves, the only difference being that, instead of 
going to Cuba they go to St. Thomas, where I understand they sell for 100 dollars, being purchased on the 
coast for about 20 dollars. ' 

62. I look upon this as a most serious addition to the Slave Trade, as there is no knowing to what an extent 
it may in time be carried, and the difficulty we may have to stop it; perhaps it is in contemplation to make 
St. Thomas an intermediate depdt. Ihave drawn the attention of the senior officer of the Division to the necessity 
of closely guarding Cape Lopez and its neighbourhood. 

63. At St. Paul de Loanda a great deal of domestic slavery is carried on. 

64. The Slave Trade, I regret to say. has also revived to the southward of Loanda. Barracoons are erected 
near Cape Martha, and a Portuguese of the name of José Correa has one also at Caranjumba Bay, the first bay 
to the southward of Cape Martha, whose boats, with proper Portuguese papers, are to be constantly met with along 
the coast, loaded with food for slaves. . ; 

65. Equimina has two Portuguese establishments, one having « large slave-yard; and Commander Beding- 
feld, of the ‘‘ Prometheus,” reports that he saw a large barracoon capable of holding several hundred slaves, about 
two miles south of the Rio Mamangando. baat 

66. I have mentioned these circumstances to the Governor-General of Angola, when he at once denied all 
knowledge of the fact ; and I believe that, so far as his Excellency is concerned, he seems really anxious to put down 
this nefarious Traffic. doh specs A . 

67. Lhave taken proper measures for a cruizer ah to visit this part of the station, and trust it 
may tend to check the evident attempt at reviving the Slave Trade, which I fear is intended. The vessels usually 
met with in this neighbourhood are those ostensibly fitted as whalers, and mentioned on the Suspected List. — 

68. 1 have much pleasure in bringing to your knowledge the capture of the “ Lyr2” (mentioned in the 
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Suspected List) by the Ranger” on the 28th of October last,at sea, about sixty miles to the westward of Mangue 
Grande, with 890 slaves on board. This vessel shipped in the Congo, and is not shown in Inclosure 3, as the 
information reached me after I had commenced this Report. 

69. I learn also with regret that the “ Gilpin's Bride” succeeded in making her escape, with 300 slaves, in 
May last, and the “ Fleet Hagle,” with 500, about the 15th ultimo, both from the Congo. Neither of these 
vessels are included in the annexed ‘Tabular Statement (Inclosure 5); and the “ Gilpin'’s Bride” is not shown 
on the Suspected List, having been for several years past engaged in legal trade on this part of the coast. 

70. The “J. J. Cobb,” boarded by the “ Alecto.” under American colours, and towed into St. Paul de 
Loanda, as reported in Commander Raby’s letter of the 4th ultimo, has been detained by the Portuguese autho- 
rities, being unable to procure any securities that she will not engage in the Slave Trade. 

71. I believe at present there are tio suspicious vessels on this part of the coast except the “J. J. Cobb,” 
at least none have been seen by our cruizers ; and I may here observe, that from March to October is the time 
when the greater number of slavers come across from the western ports. 

This concludes all the information | am in possession of relative to the Slave Trade on the station. 

72. French emigration still continues from the depéts at Loango, and Banana in the Congo, but their 
transports do not arrive regularly, and at times large quantities of emigrants are awaiting shipment. 

73. The French authorities pay on an average about 40 dollars for them, being double the value of a slave ; 
but they look betier in appearance, and however bad the system undoubtedly is, I am happy to say they are at least 
well treated, and seem contented with their lot. Both these establishments have been visited by officers from the 
“ Arrogant,” who were received with great courtesy, and shown over the premises, &c. 

74. Commander Beamish, of the ‘* Wrangler,” reports that there were no less than five emigration-ships at 
anchor off Banana on the 22nd of May last, when he took an opportunity of going on board some of them, 
and informs me that they are most scrupulously clean, well-ventilated, and roomy: and the provisions appear to be 
very good. 


Legal Trade. 


75. The French settlement in the Gaboon is well conducted. The principal buildings consist of an hospital, 
barracks, and a depdt capable of containing 5,000 tons of coal. They have also a hulk fitted as a hospital-ship, 
and store-houses. 

76. Supplies of bees’-wax, ivory, gum, and ebony, but there are no French merchants engaged in the trade, 
which is carried on entirely by agents from our English houses. Palm oil could be had, but the natives are too 
indolent to procure it. 

77. The establishment of the French Emigration Depdt at Loango, I regret to say, has proved very preju- 
dicial to actual legal trade at that place, for when a native is in want of goods, he can procure them without any 
trouble to himself, by selling one of his slaves at the Depét. Of course they prefer this to the labour of procuring 
ivory, wax, copper, gum, &e.; and I am told that if this emigration was to continue for any length of time, the 
English factory would have to be closed. I trust this will not be necessary now that the French Government are 
going to put an end to their scheme for procuring labour for their Colonies. 

78. Chincoxo and Landano are the two best places for procuring palm-oil to the northward of the Congo ; 
this is accounted for by the facilities afforded by the river communications already alluded to, and I hear, with 
pleasure, that the supplies of this article have increased lately. ’ 

79. At Cabenda large quantities of wood—of the satin or box-wood description—-called “souza,” might readily 
be procured. The natives are certainly the most industrious and useful of any that I have seen; in fact, the 
Cabenda men may justly be called the kroomen of the South Coast. Stock, in fowls, goats, pigs, and the usual 
tropical fruits and vegetables, can be purchased alongside in great quantities. 1 am sure if a factory was established 
at this place a very considerable palm-oil trade would soon be developed ; as it is, I hear that it has been increasing 
lately. 

‘0. In the Congo I regret to say legal trade has suffered very much, in consequence of the increased demand 
for slaves, and also the French emigration system ; and I am told that the factory belonging to the firm of Hatton 
and Cookson, of Liverpool, is going to be broken up, and that eventually all legal traders will be obliged to leave 
the river. 

81. Mr. Meecham, Agent for the house of Tobin and Son, was the other day compelled to leave his factory 
at Ponta de Lenha, as the natives had threatened to make a prisoner of him; he managed to escape, under cover 
of the night. I here beg to inclose a copy of a letter which I have received from that gentleman, as it will show 
you, better than I can explain, the present state of affairs in the River Congo. a 

82. At Kinsembo [ am glad to say that things are quiet, and a considerable trade in ivory, gum, and coffee, 
is being carried on. . . 

83. The exports from St. Paul de Loanda are palm-oil, coffee, ground nuts, gum, bees’-wax, orchilla (a kind 
of dry moss), and copper ore, which latter article is increasing in » sane : : 

84. The following is a correct list of the legal American traders which have visited that port during the nine 
months ended September 30, 1861, and which information I was enabled to procure through the kindness of 
Sir Henry Huntley, Her Majesty’s Arbitrator, from the Custom-house at Loanda, viz.:—* Lucy Johnson, 
“ Tidal Wave,” “Gilpin,” of Boston, “Swallow,” “ Hazard,” “St. Helena,” New York; and the “ Shailer,” of 
Salem, of which the first-named one is shown on the ‘“* Suspected List,” and the others not. 

85. The fact that out of the number of vessels that fly the American flag on the South Coast, = seven 
should appear as legal traders at St. Paul de Loanda, during a period of nine months—for they do not trade much 
anywhere else—clearly proves what an enormous capital must be employed in the Slave Trade on this part of the 
Station, and the extent to which the American flag is used. j . 

86. I am told that some valuable coal-mines have lately been discovered a short distance from Loanda, up the 
River Congo, . 

87. The trade to the southward of Loanda consists principally of dried fish at Little Fish Bay, and the orchilla 
at Elephant Bay: this moss makes a valuable dye, and fetches 404. per ton in the English market. Empty colliers 
frequently go South to take in a cargo, or, I should say, as much as they can get, for it is scarce and difficult to 
get it. 

s 88. The Portuguese, I hear, are endeavouring to establish a Settlement at Embomma, but I do not know how 
‘ar it is true. 

89. In conclusion, I hope you will be pleased to approve of the efforts made by the squadron under my 
orders towards the suppression of the Slave Trade, as detailed in this Report, which has been carefully made out 
from the information I have received from the cruizers on this station, and my eg experience. 

ave, &e. 
(Sigred) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 130. 
Return of Slavers captured by Her Majesty's Cruizers on the West Coast of Africa, between the 1st January and 30th September, 1861, of waich information has been received. 


Intended 





Date of Sailing from last Port. 


Name. Nation. Rig. Cargo. 











Not known... 





None: was _ partially 


wwe ss Not known] Nonet —...| Brigantine... 
stripped and abandoned 


Condemned | Not known 
at 147 


| About 100 water-casks 
and some wood 


Condemned | Ditto 


Ditto «ew 
at 52 


A Company 
out of 
Havana 


From Machias on Dec. 13, 1860; 166 539 slaves 


peal a | | 


Havana, November 27, 1860 .| Ardennest...| Ditto .| Not known | Not known 493 slaves 


Not known, | Noue sree 
butof Bar- 
celopa 


Not known 


Gibraltar, not known... +++] Jacinto* ...) Dittoy —_...| Topsail schooner 


Slave-deck 
fittings, &e. 


Not known... Not known*| Dittoy —_...| Ditto and usual 








Aboat 120 


krom Matacong Island, not} Dianat ...| Dittott ...| Ditto 2. ...! .| Fitted in all respects for 
known | Trade 


the Slave 





Slave-deck laid and other- 
wise fully equipped for 
pan 

e usual deserip- 
Vion of food for slaves” 
-| Water calavances... 


Beppesed te be from Cadiz, not | Not known | Ditto «| Brigantine «| About 160 





Notknowm,.. ee ..| Felucca ... Ditto 


«| Ditto .| Ditto... About 90 





.»| Slave provisions and fully 


Supposed to have sailed from | Ditto* ms and fu 
ju) | hy e- 
a 


‘uba, not known 





1,082 slaves 


* Not mentioned on Suspicious List. 


§ Flew the American flag during the chase. 4) Had flown Spanish colours. 


} Had shipped under Spanish colours. 


“« Arrogant,” at Sea, Lat. 4° 57! S., Long. 9° 35! E., November 7, 1861. 





Shipped 


Shipped 


In the neighbourhood of 


..| The barracoons a little 


Place of Shipment. 








shipped in the 400 
Ponges, but put back 


River Bramiah 100 


at Mange 
Grande, on May 9, 1561 


at Mangue 493 


Grande, on May 22, 1561 


Landano .., 


850 
the Gailinas River 


Nunez 


Probably in the neigh- 
bourhood of Ambrizette 


to the north of Am- 
brizette 


Cabenda ... 250 





3,643 


Ship 
No. of Slaves] Captured. 





By what 
Shiy 


Torch 


Prometheus 


Torch 


Ditto 


Alecto 
Philomel ... 


Wrangler ... 





+ Mentioned on the S 


© Is said to have flown Spanish colours. 
From January 1 to September 30, 18¢1 1,02 human beings released from slavery, and 10 vessels captured, capable of conveying 3,643 slaves, including the above number, by Her Majesty's cruizers 


(Signed) 


.} April 


.| May 


.| June 


.|July 3 


Captured. 


Place. 








Ina narrow creek about 


22 miles up the Pongas 


about 60 miles up 


19 
long. 14° 41° west 


May 
long. 11° 46” east 


May 27 | Lardano ... 


inside the bar 


14° 54! 30" west 
July 
Tong. 13° 11’ east 


Aug. 6 | Off Ambrizette 


Aug. 31] Cabenda ... 





3 This v 


W. EDMONSTON 





Head of Bramiah Creek, 


At tea, lat. 3° 55’ south, 


At sea, lat. 6°37’ south, 





In the River Gallinas, 


About 13 miles off the 
River Nunez, in lat. 
10° 29’ 40 north, long. 


At sea, lat. 8° 40/ south, 


Remarks. 














Had shipped her slaves and proceeded outside the 
river, but had to put back on account of sickness, 
when the slaves were landed. Had no crew, 
papers, or colours on board at time of capture, and 
was burnt, being on shore and partially stripped of 


her rigging. 

Was partly fitted with a slave-deck and abandoned. 
Was captured in consequence of information 
received the Mission at Falanghia, having 
endeavoured to get her slaves in the Pongas. 

Commanded by a son of Captain Lockhart’s, of the 
“ Storm King.” Had no papers on board to entitle 
him to fy the American flag. 


At first hoisted no colours, and threw a Spanish 
ensign overboard, aud then hoisted American 
colours, but had no 
on being boarded. 

to be captain. This vessel 
Archer” going up the Congo on the 4th F le 


of 
Senor es, a Spaniard, at Landano, and being 
unseaworthy was burnt. 

Had no crew, rs, or colours on board, and had 
Ween originally’ detained by the Liberian Govern- 
ment. She was burnt the day after capture, being 
inside the bar, and a bows. surf ret iE it impos- 
sible to bring her out. Her measurement was as 
foliows; From knight-heads to taffrail, 95 ft. 11 in. ; 
breadth of beam, taken over upper deck abreast of 
foremast, 26 ft. 2in.; depth of hold, taken from 
main hatchway, 9 ft. 10 in. 

Had no papers on board to prove nationality, although 
she hoisted the Spanish flag, but the master, on being 

|, said the vessel was entitled to no protec- 
tion. Master's name, J. 
Had flown Sj 


rs to prove her nationality 
than called Vegart 


1861. 
She had no flag or papers, and was left in cl 


flown Spanish colours, but no papers to prove 
nationality, and was captured in consequence of 
information given by Captain Taylor of the United 
States’ cruizer “ Saratoga.” 


Flew the American lag, but on being boarded had no 
papers to prove nationality, and was burnt, in con- 
‘sequence of the “ Philomel" not having sufficient 
men to send a prize crew, as she had two boats’ 
crews away cruizing. 





«| On being chased was deserted by her crew: had no 


‘on board, and was afterwards found to have 
Spanis| i 


felucca was burnt in conseq 
having stolen all her sails after she was abandoned, 
and previous to captore. 


was seen by the “ Bloodhound,” off Cape St. Paul’s, on 28rd April, 1861. 


, Commodore and Senior Officer. 





‘SUMOMAO TVAVN WOU SLYOddY 


_ 
Oo 
_~ 


Inclosure 4 in No. 


130. 


Return of Slavers Captured by the United States’ Squadron, on the West Coast of Africa, between the Ist January and 30th September, 1861, of which information has been received. 








The Vessel’s 
Cargo. 


American ...| Ship .| 1,066 | Schmidt and Woodbury .| 960 slaves . 


..| Empty; fitted with slave- 
deck: &e. 
Slave-deck laid, and usual 
fittings, as also provi- 
sions for slaves 


-| 960 slaves . 








Congo ... 


Intended, or 
Place of No. of 
Shipment. Slaves. 


..| Cabenda . 


Red Point 


* Mentioned on Suspected List. 
From January 1 to September 30, 1861, three vessels captured, with 960 slaves on board, but capable of conveying 2,800 slaves, by the United States’ squadron. 


“ Arrogant,” at sea, Lat. 4° 57! S , Long. 9° 55! E., November 7, 1861. 











«| Intended 
600 


. | Intended 
600 


1,600 


2,800 





| By what Ship 


Captured. 


Constellation.) May 21 Ponta da Lenba, River | On 


Sumpter 





(Signed) 





~- June 4 














go towed up by Her Majesty’s ship “ Prometheus.” 


Off the Congo 
















W. EDMONSTONE, Commodore and Senior Officer. 





this occasion the “Constellation’s” boats were 


6ST 


‘SUdOMAO TVAVN WOUd SLUOdTY 

































fe) Return of Vessels which are said to have Escaped with Slaves, from the West Coast of Africa, between the Ist January and 30th September, 1861. 
o 
> 
n 
a — The Vessel’s 
ig, COE ess Se anes Date of Shipment. Remaiks. 
: Tons Owner. Cargo. 
= a 2 a 

Notknown. 273 | Mrs. Watson... 750 slaves ...| Whydah ... «| January 1861 .| Ts reported to have sailed from Wilmington, North Carolina. — Parker is 
suppored to be master of her. 

Zharleston, date not known] John Bell* 148 | Unknown; — Barkcley} 400 ,, ...| Equimina Bay, south of | February 1861 .| Was seen by “Archer,” at Ponta da Lenha, in the Conge, on January 30, 

is master da 1881, having been previously boarded by “ Alecto.” Is since reported to 
have been capt off Cuban coast by a Spanish cruizer. 

Sotknown . 224] Unknown... 630 Bull Island, River Congo | March 1861 ..] The master’s name — Lambert. This vessel was seen by the “Archer” on 
February 5, 1861, going up the Congo. 

a ae w=| Schooner pilot-boat ...]... | Ditto... 300, ..| Cape St. Mary... ...] About March 15, 1861 ...| Thia vessel is very likely to be the “ Wandcrer,” mentioned in the Sus- 
pected List. Under American colours. 

a me «| Barque-rigged serew-| ... | Ditto... =... 800 | Cabenda ... May 12, 1861 .| This steamer went into Mangue Grande for slaves, on April 20, 1861, but 
ae 3 m was refused when she shipned at Cabenda. There is no doubt thai she 
was the “ Nocdagui,” of 338 tons, mentioned in the Suspected List. 

“rom Baltimore on Febru- 229| Ditto... 600, ..| MangueGrande... ...] May 1861 . ..._«..| This vessel was captured by the United States’ ship “San Jacinto,” on 

ary 21, 1861, for Ambriz aan ~ ‘August 8 1861, vith 619 slaves on board. ‘The “ Storm King” did not go 
into the Congo, but threw her cargo of rice overboard, and shipped at 
once. 

Not known. ..,__..| Not known, probabl no | Di aes as | River N .} July 1861 .| This vessel is probably the “Destino,” of 110 tons, mentioned in the Sus- 

7 nye me IBY @ eer Rots » phenyl being under Portuguese colours, as she is reported to 
ve sailed for Cape de Verdes. 

“rom Wilmington, North | Teccoa* ... ™ 298 | Ditto... 650, ...{ Point Padron | August 1861 .| This vessel was boarded by the “Prometheus” on June 23, 1961, off Banda 

Carolina, May 6, 1861 Point. 
~ Yom New Orleans on| Cygnet* ...  ... 199] Ditto... 450...) River Congo .| Ditto _| This vessel is an old shaver. She endeavoured to get her slaves in the Rio 
April 10, 1861, for Pongas. 
St. Thomas 
New Orleans, not ki Naney* wu 219 | Dit 600, ...| Turtle Cove, outside the | Ditto... The “Nancy” was boarded by the “Archer” on January 17, 1861, in lati- 
ita a ee ‘ude 6° 48° south, longitude 11° $2! east, me 

From Havana on March RA sk ii 193 | Ditto we wees 4500, wef Whydah Ditto .| This vessel was boarded by the “Arrogant,” cff Fernando Po, on M: 

Weth foe Femamic Po” ” eUi, and ayain af Be. Thomas, on Dene 9, 1061; eho wea soo visio oy 
the “ Ranger,” off Little Popoe, on July 7, 1861. 
About 

Notknown. ww 365 | T. P. Dole, partowner ...) 800 ,, ...| Elephant Bay End of June 1861 .| The master’s name Benjamin J. Turner. This vessel is fitted as a whaler, 
and was boarded by “Archer” on January 15, off the Congo, 

Ditto ee, 230 | Abranches, Almeida,and | 600 ,,  ...| Whydah ... Not known, but supposed | This vessel had been a long time on the coast and frequently been boarded 

Co. to be carly in the year by our cruizers in the Bights. 

DH is; tas) a M49) Unknown... s..| 600, Congo August 1861... __...| This vessel is fitted as a privateer; she was boarded by the “ Philomel” on 
June 23, 1661, at Shark’s Point, River Congo; and on the 16th of the 
same month at sea, by the “ Alecto.” 

tite aw a w 2% | W.Sharp.. 600, Ditto. | Notknown ... | This is the vessel that was detained by the United States’ ship “Ports- 

bd. mouth,” last year, and not condemned. 


« Arrogant,” at sea, Lat. 4° 57! S., Long. 9° 55! E., November 7, 1861. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 130. 


























* Mentioned in the Suspected List. 
From January 1 to September 30, 1861, fifteen vessels escaped, having on board 8,400 slaves. 


“(Signed ) 





W. EDMONSTONE, Commodore and Senior Officer. 


‘SUMOMAO TVAVN WOU SLUOdTY 


est 


Inclosure 6 in No. 130. 


Return of Vessels which have Cleared, or are about to Clear, from Western Ports for the West Coast of Africa between the Ist January and 30th September, 1861, exclusive of Slavers 


captured, or those supposed to have escaped. 





Date of Sailing from Western 
Port. 





January 22,1861 .  . 
Notknown 2.  . . 


Ditto . + * . 


Not yet sailed . . . 

Not known Cee . ° 

By last information was at 
New York 

Was at Matthew Town, 
March 8, 1861 


Was, by last account, at New 
York, loading for Cape Town 
Notknown . er 8 


DE Soe Oe Se 
Ditto Sa 
Dito . .« © «© « 
Dito . . ow 
Dito . . te 
Ditto . . . . 
Ditto. . . . ° 
By last accounts had leit New 
‘Orleans on the 31st January, 
1861, for New York 
January 16, 1861. . . 
Notknown . . . . 


Port cleared from. 





4 | Lucy Johnson 


Ponta da Lenha . 





New York for Ponta da Lenha 





Name. 


Express 


Reindeer 


Huntress. 
Enchantress . 
Weathergauge 


William 


Blue Wing 
Major Barbour 


Albertina 
A. A. Chapman 
Chilton 
Eliza . 
Escoriza 
Express 
Emma F, Chase 
Ellen Morrison 
Fanina 
Fannie 
Geo, Albert . 
G. F, Williams 
eddo s 
J. D. Lincoln 


Kate Lincoln 
M. A. Stevens 


Philema 
Pennsylvania 
ndian 


Martha Post 
Fleet Eagle 

















The Vessel’s 








Nation. Rig. Tons, Owners. 
Barque 290 | Not known 


Schooner .| 90 | Ditto . 


. - | Brigantine. | } Ditto 
. + | Schooner . | 159 | Ditto 
‘ + | Barque . | 373 | Ditto . 
‘ + | Ditto - | 232. | Ditto 


+ | Ditto + | -» | Ditto . 


. . | Foreandaft | 102 | Ditto . 


Schooner 
Barque 
Brig . 
Barque 
Brigantine. 
Barque 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto . 





Brigantine 


American. Hermaphro-| 236 | Not known 


dite Brig 
Brigantine | 197 | Ditto 





- a Barque . | 381 | Ditto 


























SESSsSsssseesees 





Number of 
| of Slaves can 
convey. 


700 


Probably 400 


500 
400 


400 


38 











Was at St. Paul de Lome in August 
1861, ia com wit A it,” 
and is Fepacted. ‘4 be a legal trader. 
Master’s name Johnson. 

This vessel was seen on the South Coast 
by the “ Archer” on the 4th and 14th 
of March, and was at one time detained 
by an American cruizer, Ross, master. 

‘The “ Reindeer ® was at Havana on the 
26th January, 1861. 

Was at Key West by last account. 


Master, Antonio Pelletier. This man was 
guilty of an act of piracy on the coast 
of New Granada. 


Master's name, West. 


Arnet, master. 


Was boarded by “Philomel” at Ponta 


da Lenha, River Congo, in September 
1861, and by the “ Wrangler™ on the 
16th August, 186], at Cabenda. 


FSI 


‘SUPOMAO 'IVAVN WOU SLUOdTA 






Date of Sailing from Western 
Port. 





Notknown . . . . 
Dito . « 2 = 


April17,1861 =... 


By last accounts was at Havana 
By last accounts was at New 


June, igen] 
March 26, 1861 . . . 
February ’ 10, 1861 . ° . 
April 15,1861 . . 
Notknown . s . * 
Dips ow Se Of 


Ditto. . . . 


May 20,1861 =... 


June 5, 1861 < ° s 
Notknown . . * 


Ditto . . . . . 
Ditto . . . . : 


July 28, 1861 . 
Was at Cienfuegos on 25th 
May, 1861 


Nothnown . . . 


By last accounts was at St. Vin- 
cent on the 28th May, 1861 


Port cleared from. 


New York for Para . . 


Havana, for Sagua . . 
Norfolk, for Lisbon . . 
New York . . . 


Havana . 
Trinidad, for the Congo . 
New York, for Lagos 5 
Norfolk, for Lagos. . 
Charleston Harbour . . 


New York . : : 


Cadiz . . . 


Havana, for Philadelphia =. 


Return of Vessels, &e.—cuntinued. 


The Vessel’s 









Brutus 
Ocean Bell 


Louisa 
Kate 


Thos. Acorn 
W. L. Crosswell 
J. J. Cobb 





W. C, Clark 
Thriver 


Sarah . 


Surprise . 
Delicias . 






Mariquita 


Island Queen 


A. B. Cook 
Cosmopolite 





Thossée . 
Thomas Watson 





Delta. 
John Beil 


General Miramon 

















Ditto .  . | Brig . r ot 
. | Ditto Fore-and-aft | 100 | Not known . 
Schooner | 
. | Ditto . . | Barque 260 | Strangers & Co., 
New York 
« | Ditto + | Schooner .| 70 | Not known 
-| Ditto . .| Brig ‘ - | Ditto 
| | 
.| Ditto . . | Fore-and-aft ‘141 | Strologo " 
Schooner | | 


: | American. 


Rig. Tons, 


Ship. 


Hermaphro- | Abranches 


dite Brig | 


Schooner +) 
| Ditto 


Barque . 








.| Ditto . .| Ship  .| 460| 
Ditto .  .| Brig 226 | Ditto 
Ditto . Ditto 143 | 
| vana 
wee | see 
[| American? . | Ship 348 | Machado « 
| 





Ditto . Brig . | 198 | Abranches 
. | Ditto . Hermaphro-| 148 | Not known 
dite Brig 





Probably La Paletto 
Not known . 


Not known . 


Not known . 


Keetes & Co., Ha- 














& Co. 






















































& Co. 
























Bale goods, crates 
of earthenware, 75 


casks fit for water 
or palm oil 
Rice, water, aad 
cod-fish 













Probably 400 
Probably 400 


200 
Probably 400 


400 


Probably 500 


30,300 





Probably 500 | Pereira, master. 







Remarks, 












Was met with by “ Wrangler" off the 
Congo. 



























Betty, master. 
Goodwin, master. 


Was boarded by “ A: nt’s”” boats on 
September 18, 1861, off the River 
Kacongo, and is no doubt a slaver. 

Cleared for Elmina. 

Fitted out as a whaler. 

Master, Connillard. 


Is reported very suspicious. 

Is the vessel that was captured by the 
United States’ ship “ Constellation,” 
in December 1859. 

Captain Barrett. This vessel waa seen 
by the “ Arrogant,” in the Congo in 
August 1861, and has been frequently 
seen by our cruizers, 

Botelho, master. 


Perkins, master. 

Was at New York by last accounts. 
This vessel is an old slaver. 

Was at St. Thomas by last accounts, 

Was seen by the “ Arrogant" at St. 
Paul de Loanda, and previously by 
“ Alecto.’” 


Kerr, master. This is the vessel men- 
tioned in Inclosure 5 as having escaped 
from the coast with 400 slaves, in 
February 1861, and is again mentioned 
in List of Suspected vessels from 
Foreign Office. 

This vessel is reported to have been 
seized at Green Point on suspicion. 

Is fitted as a whaler; master’s name, 
Hathaway. 





Total, 54 vessels, capable of conveying 30,300 slaves, have clcarel, or are abuut to clear, from the Western ports, exclusive of slavers captured, or those supposed to have escaped, between January 1 and September 30, 1861. 


« Arrogant,” at Sea, Lat. 4° 57'S, Long. 9° 58 E., 


November 7. 


1861. 


(Signed) 


W. 


EDMONSTONE, Commodore and Senior Officer. 


‘SUMOIMAO 'TVAVN WOUA SLYOdAY 


G¢l 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 130. ‘ 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Chairman of the Court of Equity, River Bonny. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” at Prince's Island, October 29, 1861. 

HAVING received a communication from King Pepple relative to his position in the Bonny, &c., I think it 
proper and necessary that the gentlemen in the river should be made acquainted with my reply. 1 therefore 
aileet a copy, which no doubt you, as Chairman of the Court of Equity, will be good Lange to present to 
them, 

Pepple complains to me that he is not permitted to attend the meetings of that Court. Ot course it is quite out 
of my province to say anything in the matter, but I do hope that the gentlemen in the Bonny will use every 
endeavour to keep up a good feeling with the natives, as it is only by such means that we can hope to retain our 
footing in the African rivers, or advance our commercial interests. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 130. 
Commodore Edmonstone to King Pepple. 


King Pepple, “‘ Arrogant,” at Prince's Island, October 29, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, and inclosures, relative 
to your present position in the Bonny, &c.; and before proceeding further, I embrace the opportunity of congratu- 
lating you on your once more resuming the sovereignty of that river. 

You allude to the non-payment of the comey to you, and inclose, for my consideration, a copy of the 
correspondence that has taken place on the subject between the supercargoes and yourself. I regret to say I 
cannot, as you so well know, interfere, it being contrary to the wishes of Her Majesty's Government. 

With regard to the interference of Commander Wildman, of which you make a complaint, I have to state that 
that officer never did so, in the sense objected to by Lord Wodehouse; he merely gave his opinion when referred 
to by a British subject, which any officer in his position had not only a perfect right to do, but was also his duty, 
when British interests were concerned. 

You must be fully aware that the Commander of the “ Philomel,”’ not being a member of the Court of 
Equity, could not in any way affect its decision. 

I trust that your return to the Bonny will be the means of increasing the palm-oil trade in that river, and 
preserving peace and good-fellowship between the English and your subjects; and I feel certain that if you and 
your people act honestly with the merchaats in the Bonny, they will on their part do everything in their power to 
make your reign a prosperous one, and your return will be looked upon as a real and lasting benefit to your 
country. 

Hy conclusion, ! have seriously to reflect on that most barbarous custom of cannibalism which I regret to 
hear still prevails in the Bonny; and I sincerely hope that, with your great advantage of education, and recent 
intercourse with England, you will at once see its inhumanity, and exert your utmost influence to do away with a 
custom not only degrading, but repulsive to those within the lowest grades of civilization. Finally, I would 
impress upon you that by our acts, and not mere promises, are we judged. 

I shall be happy to hear from you on this subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 130. 


Mr. Mecham to Commodore Edmonstone. 


" Loanda, November 13, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated September 24, acquainting me that you 
had burnt and destroyed several towns and canoes in the neighbourhood of Shark’s Point, and that you had ordered 
the “ Alecto” frequently to visit Ponta da Lenha, in order that by her presence there the natives might be kept in 
restraint. 

I am indeed much gratified by your adopting such measures, and till | I was inclined to think they would 
have been attended with some beneficial result, the more so as Commander Raby informed me that on his last visit 
there everything appeared in a most tranquil state. ; P 

I regret extremely, however, that from several communications received from my agent in charge there, the 
tribe of Missolonghis have again commenced their depredations by attacking and seizing launches and boats, and 
thereby completely obstructing the navigation of the river; the locality where they practise these enormities is 
between Bullock’s Island and Palm Tree Point, and they have rendered themselves more formidable in this fresh 
outbreak by manning and arming the launches thus seized, and sallying out in them to attack others; so it is 
literally unsafe for any boats to approach this neighbourhood. I have in consequence given orders that my launches 
do not proceed further up the river than Banana. : 

In the mean time I am greatly apprehensive about ~ factory, as they have threatened to burn it down, and-at 
present I am unable to transport the property elsewhere, having no vessel at my command. 

It is difficult to suggest, under those existing circumstances, what would be the most prudent course to pursue. 
I foresee the utter impossibility of carrying on any further trade there, and am resolved on finally leaving the 
river, but I fear I cannot effect this till about February next ; till such time I shall be guided by peaceful views, but 
nevertheless will take a]] precautions against treachery, and in order to carry out my intention for the protection of 
the property under my charge, it would be most desirable that men-of-war boats should occasionally visit Ponta 
da Lenha, thereby ensuring us more effectively from further noe ‘ 

ave, &ec. 
(Signed) MAUNSEL MECHAM, 
Agent to Messrs. Thos. Tobin § Son, Liverpool. 


LL 


Sir. 
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Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, . “* Narcissus,’ Simon's Bay, November 20, 1861. 

I REQUEST you will lay before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
the half-yearly Reports from the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers named in 
the margin, on Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa, for the period between the 
Ist January and 30th June, 1861, together with the accompanying abstract of 
slave-vessels captured and slaves emancipated. 

From these documents it will be seen that the Slave Trade is still most 
actively carried on, more particularly by the northern Arab vessels which come 
down from the Red Sea and Persian Gulf with the last of the north-east monsoon, 
in the months of January, February, and March, and return again at the commence- 
ment of the south-west winds, in April, freighted with human beings. I believe 
that forty or fifty of these craft pass and call at Zanzibar annually, on their way 
to the rivers and ports in Africa, where they kidnap the natives, commit all sorts 
of ravages and depredations, to the annihilation of legitimate commerce, and carry 
off every year upwards of 10,000 negroes of both sexes into slavery. These vessels 
belong to the independent and piratical Chiefs on the coasts of Arabia, and they 
defy the present weak and corrupt Government of the Sultan of Zanzibar with the 
greatest impunity. 

This year, however, | am glad to observe that they have received a severe 
check, by the prompt and salutary measures of Commander Oldfield, who I learn, 
at the request of the Sultan, burnt several of their vessels at Zanzibar, and 
destroyed others in that neighbourhood, numbering altogether eighteen, which have 
been duly condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court at the Cape of Good Hope. 
The “ Sidon ” also seized seven vessels on that coast, which were adjudicated at 
Mauritius. 

It is estimated that each dhow will take from 100 to 300 slaves, which shows 
the fearful extent to which this abominable and depopulating Traffic is carried on 
by this means alone. I purpose to have the coast, both north and south of 
Zanzibar, rigorously watched in the ensuing season, and to endeavour to stop the 
vile proceedings of these maritime Arab tribes. 

Some of these tribes have lucated themselves at different places on the coast of 
Africa and at the Comoro Islands, between which and Madagascar they carry on a 
considerable Slave Trade in connection with the French and Portuguese, by native 
vessels and dhows, several of which have been intercepted. And it is from these 
sources that the Spanish vessels, Brazilian, and those of distant slave-trading 
nations obtain their cargoes, at depdts formed in some of the western ports of 
Madagascar; and I have reason to believe that although only one Spanish vessel 
was captured by the “Persian” in January last, yet several others have escaped, 
bi in consequence of the limited number of cruizers in the Mozambique, 
which, from a variety of causes, was unavoidable. ; ; 

Had not the disturbed state of the Colony of Natal, together with other circum- 
stances, prevented it, I should have visited the East Coast of Africa in my flag-ship, 
and strengthened the squadron for a short period. I trust, however, to give their 
Lordships a more satisfactory account of the exertions of the cruizers on that 
division in my next half-yearly Report. The several ships’ companies, by my latest 
accounts, were healthy. : . 

In conclusion, I beg to observe that from all the information received, I learn 
that the so-called French emigration of negroes from the East Coast of Africa is 
carried on with as much vigour as ever. ; : 

I purpose to visit the West Coast of Africa early in the ensuing year, and hope 
to be enabled to furnish their Lordships with a Report of the Slave Trade on that 
part of my station. I have just learnt that all the American vessels of war have 
quitted that coast to return to the States. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER, 


LS 


Crags A. 2S 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 131. 


Report on Slave Trade by Captain de Horsey. 


HER Majesty's ship under my command having been employed about the Cape of Good Hope during the 
past half-year, [ have at present no observations to make upon the Slave Trade, as required by the instructions 


for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 
(Signed) A. J. R. DE HORSEY, Captain. 
“ Brisk,” at Sea, June 30, 1861. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 131. 
Report on Slave Trade by Commander Oldfield. 


DURING the months of December, January, and Febraary, dhows, the property of Arabs from the piratical 
coast in the Persian Gulf, to the number of 100 or upwards, visited Zanzibar, and by the end of March had 
obtained possession, by theft and purchase, of slaves to the number of 4,000. 

2. Between the 10th and 20th of March, the wind having set in from the southward, a fleet of some 15 or 20 
of these northern dhows, with some 1,000 or 1,500 slaves on board, started on their return north. 

3. Between the 20th of March and 20th of April, during which time Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra” was at or 
in the vicinity of Zanzibar, 1,500 or 1,500 slaves were shipped, and, in most part, tor the Persian Gulf; and had 
it not been for the exertions of Her Majesty's Political Agent, Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, together with the 
presence of the * Lyra,” 1,500 more would have been shipped. 

4. Of the last 1,500 or 1,800 slaves shipped, 350 to 450 were in dhows, the property of Arabs from the 
coasts of Madagoza and Somali. 

5. By the 20th of April the fleet of dhows from the Persian Gulf, with only five or six exceptions, was seen 
by the “ Lyra” out of Zanzibar harbour, and north of the Pemba Channel, the strength of wind and current 
preventing their return until the change of monsoon, namely, about November. The exceptions referred to were 
in the River Tonga, namely, about twenty-five to thirty miles south of Wasseen, and could not be reached by the 
boats of the “ Lyra,” although they attempted to reach them, stress of weather causing the failure. The number 
of slaves on board these five or six dhows was about 300. 

6. The number of these northern dhows that went away empty was about. forty-six or fifty, and the number 
of fall seizures made by the “ Lyra” was four, and fourteen empty. 

7. The practice of piratical dhows coming from the Persian Gulf to Zanzibar is a yearly one, and when ex 
route the ports south of Lamoo are visited for the same purpose as Zanzibar. Those that succeed en route South 
form a depdt at a port south of the one of their success until their return visit. 

8. On their arrival at Zanzibar they commit theft and murder without fear of punishment, both one and the 
other being carried on with the knowledge, and, in many cases, connivance, of the highest of the officers of 
lis Highness the Sultan. In proof thereof Her Majesty's Political Agent can give many instances. 

9. His Highness the Sultan is in such fear of these Northern Arabs that on their demand he annually 
dispenses a sum to the amount of 15,000 and 25,000 dollars. As an instance of their effrontery, on the 8th of 
March last a number of Beni-Boo-Ali Arabs assembled around the American Consulate: they severely wounded 
four servants of the Consulate, and locked the Consul in his house and blockaded it all day. Other Northern 
Arabs at the same time went through the town brandishing drawn swords, and calling out that they wanted the 
blood of a white man; and it was only after paying a sum of 500 dollars to the Sheik of the party that the 
blockade for the Consulate was withdrawn, On more than one occasion has Her Majesty's Political Agent been 
compelled to seek the aid of His Highness soldiers to insure his life and property from the attack or insult of these 
Northern pirates. ‘ 

10, On the setting in of the south-west monsoon, namely, about the middle of April, dhows, in most part the 
property of the Zanzibar Arabs, run cargoes of slaves to Lamoo and to the ports north of Zanzibar, which dhows, 
with very few exceptions, run their cargoes without the sanction of His Highness the Sultan 3 and, in consequence 
of having defrauded the Custom-house by passing outside of the Island of Zanzibar, and having no Custom-house 
clexrance, are by His Highness acknowledged as amenable to seizure, being guilty of a breach of the Treaty of 
1847, in spirit, if not in letter. 

11. To intercept vessels of this description I should have stood off and on the East Coast of Pemba in the 
“Lyra,” and watched Lamoo and its immediate vicinity with the pinnace and gig. . J ; 

12. Of European vessels, I have been informed that, late in February or early in March, a brig obtained a 
cargo of slaves from Mungulho. Another vessel, namely, the Spanish brig “ Caridad,” visited the coast between 
Mozambique and Mombaza between the months of February and March, and, although with nothing seizable ou 
board, was engaged in the Slave Trade, being at that time and subsequently employed as a tender and spy by two 
slave-vessels, One, I have reason to believe, intended to ship her cargo on or off the coast of Madagascar, and 
the other in the vicinity of Ibo; the duty of this brig being to assist in or arrange the purchase and shipment of 
slaves, and to find out the cruizing-ground of the several cruizers. Such was the employment of the Spanish brig 
“Numa,” last year, in connection with the three or four vessels seeking slaves in the vicinity of Zanzibar. 

13. The station south of Cape Delgado I have not visited, but know that slaves were plentiful and cheap 
in February last at Mozambique, and I do not doubt that many were exported from there during the last six . 
months, ~ 

14. Into the Comoro Islands I cannot find that many slaves have been imported during the last six months. 
Into Mayotte very few, if any, have been; the dread of capture by the “Lyra” being such that no Arab will 
venture to run a cargo for the planters, although they offer tolerably high premiums over and above the ordinary 
treightage. 

. Be Towards the end of the monsoon, namely, about September, attempts will be made to run some few slaves 
to the coasts of Madagoza, Somali, and the Persian Gulf, or, rather, such is the yearly custom, the number 
averaging between 500 and 13,000. 

16. The Government of Zanzibar is becoming very weak. The Ministers of His Highness the Sultan are 
very anti-English, in consequence of our policy being anti-slavery, and are very much in the interest of the French 
in consequence of present pecuniary profit, aud the hope of making large gaius if the French and not the English 
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view of the Slave Trade guided the policy of His Highness the Sultan; and it is only from a fear of the conse- 
quences that His Highness feels conscious would follow the withdrawing of the protection which His Highness 
feels he has given him by the Government of Iler Majesty as long as he adheres in spirit to the Treaties for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade entered into by the late Sultan, his father, and Her Majesty the Queen, that 
induces him to give consent and authority to Her Majesty’s officers to enforce those Treaties in waters over which 
His Highness is called upon to exercise the sole jurisdiction. The weakness of His Highness’ Government, or his 
own inertness, is the cause of the ‘l'reaties above referred to being very constantly broken. 

17. The consequences of the withdrawing of the protection of Her Majesty’s Government, which His Highness 
much dreads, is being supplanted in his.Sovereignty through the indirect agency of the French: which end he feels 
confident (and with good reason) has been their aim ever since his accession to his Throne. 

What will be the fate of Zanzibar on the removal of Licutenant-Colonel Rigby, Her Majesty's Consul and 
Political Agent, without his relief is judiciously chosen, is a question ; as by his tact, judgment, aud firmness, has 
he alone prevented the French now having a very firm footing in Zanzibar, if not possession of it. 

(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 

“ Lyra,” at Sea, June 30, 1861. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 13]. 
Commander Stirling to Rear-Admral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Wasp,” Mauritius, June 30, 1861. 

MY visit was limited to that part of the coast of Africa which lies between Mazimba, in latitude 11° 20’ 
south, and Maunbané Point, in latitude 13° south. I found Portuguese influence everywhere prevailing, and 
their supremacy generally acknowledged; but in some parts the natives, whilst unwillingly admitting their 
power, yet deny that they have any sort of right to any part of the coast. 

The Portuguese have established themselves at intervals all along the coast, and their principal traffic is in 
slaves, which are shipped at from 25 to 35 dollars a head. Their chief settlement hereabouts is Ibo, which is 
the seat of Government of a province called the “ Isles of Cape Delgado,” which extends from Cape Delgado, 
in the north, to some point between Mozambique and Maunbané Point. This Government is subordinate to 
that of the Province of Mozambique, where there is a Governor-General. The settlements next in importance 
seem to be at Point Pangane, the Island of Matemo, and the mouths of the Rivers Coat.acomo and Lumbao, to 
the northward of Ibo: and Point Quisanga, and the Island of Queremba, which is separated from Ibo only at 
high water, to the sou:hward. 

At the time of my visit, there were about 5,000 or 6,000 slaves on this part of the coast, all ready for 
embarkation. 

At Ibo the town swarmed with slaves, and every house had a barracoon attached. No signs of commerce 
or agriculture presented themselves, and I believe that none exists. The Governor, Major ‘Tito, is said 
formerly to have been very friendly to the British and hostile to the Slave Trade, but now he certainly 
countenances the Traffic, if, indeed, he is not himself amassing a fortune by it. 

There is also a settlement at Pemba Bay, on the southernmost point, at the entrance of that capacious 
harbour; but the country around is so sterile that the Portuguese there are entirely dependent on Ibo for 
supplies, while water can only be procured at a distance, and is very bad, and they are so sickly that there is 
some likelihood of their abandoning it. Their present practice is to cross the bay in boats, make a foray among 
the nearest tribes, kidnap as many as they can, and then return to their settlement, where the slaves are kept 
until dhows arrive from Ibo with provisions, &c. 

The French are carrying on a considerable Slave Traffic on the South-East Coast of Africa, for the supply 
of Nos Beh and their oe possessions in these seas. They purchase slaves on the mainland, then proceed 
to Comoro, where the Chief is bribed to give thein a passport to certify that they are carrying free labourers. 
embarked from his island. A Government officcr is usually on board of these vessels, to see that the French 
Jaws are not infringed, but he connives at transactions such as the above. . i ; 

At Johanna, where I remained for a considerable time, I could not discover that any Traffic in Slaves 
existed. Domestic slavery is still employed, and, indeed, none but slaves will work, The King, the British Consul, 
and all proprietors and agriculturists, &c., employ slave labour alone. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES STIRLING. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 131. 


Commander Alexander to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Ariel,” Port Louis, June 30, 1861. 


WITH reference to Article III, page 7, of the Instructions for the suppression of the Slave Trade, I beg 
to inform you that since the arrival of Her Majesty's ship under my command on the South-East Coast of 


Africa, I have had no opportunity of gaining information relating thereto, ones i on detached service. 
ave, &e. 


(Signed) JNO. R. ALEXANDER. 
Fi 
Inclosure 5 in No. 131. 


Captain Crawford to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir “ Sidon,” at Mauritius, June 30. 1861. 
” WITH reference to Article III, Section 2, of the Instructions for the suppression of the Slave Trade. I 
have the honour to acjuaint yo tha from my observation, added to the information recently received on the 
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East African Station, the Slave Trade has been particularly active for some time past, and has of late years 
engrossed nearly the entire attention of the Portuguese in the different settlements of the Mozambique. 

The Slave Trade has also, for some time past, been carried on from the chief Portuguese settlements, such 
as Mozambique, Ibo, Quillimane, Inhambane, &c., by Arab dhows, which ship the slaves in small quantities, at 
the places mentioned, for conveyance to the different ports of Madagascar, and to the French settlements at 
Nos Beh, &c., where the slaves are reshipped to large vessels destined for Cuba and Brazil. 

An Arab dhow, captured by the “Sidon” in February last, with 275 slaves on board, on her way from 
Mozambique to Madagascar, had a pass from a Mr. Joseph, an assistant to Mr. Sunley, the British Consul at 
Johanna. 

Three vessels. boarded by the ‘ Sidon,” carrying slaves were in the possession of passes from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Rigby, the British Consul at Zauzibar, and one vessel, with 37 slaves, stated to be “ passengers ” in 
the pass. was permitted to escape, under the impression that the Consul’s pass was a guarantee for not carrying 
slaves. 

I would, therefore, respectfully recommend that the Consuls may be instructed not to grant such passes for 
the future, which can serve no good purpose, and in some instances have proved detrimental to the suppression 
of the Slave Trade. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD 


Inclosure 6 in No. 131. 
Return of Slave-Vessels Captured on the Eastern Division of the Cape of Good Hope and West Coast of Africa Station, during the Half-year ended June 30, 1861. 
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(Signed) B. W. WALKER, Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-chief: 2 


« Narcissus,” in Simon's Bay, November 20, 1861. 
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No. 132. 
Commander Raby to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


* Alecto,” at Sea, Lat. 9° 26’, Long. 9° 9’ E., 
Sir, August 24, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I this day boarded the barque “George 
and Mary,” under American colours, examined her apers, which were found to be 
correct ; the Captain made no complaint, and wished no entry made in his log. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY J. RABY. 





No. 133. 
Commander Raby to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ** Alecto,” St. Paul de Loanda. October 4, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 27th ultimo, in latitude 6° 35’ south, 
longitude 12° 13’ east, Mangue Grande south 85, east 15 miles, | came up with a 
barque under easy sail, flying American colours, with “‘ J. J. Cobb,” New York, on her 
stern; that name being on the suspected list, and her being under easy sail, [ 
judged it right to send an officer on board, whose report I inclose. 

On his return I determined to board her myself, and, accompanied by the 
former officer and Mr. Kitchen, Assistant Paymaster in charge, | went on board. 
The vessel’s papers appeared to me decidedly irregular, but I could not be certain 
about the register being legal. I told the mate my suspicions of him, and that I 
should watch him. He made no complaint, and I entered my visit in his log at 
his request. 

On the following day I fell in with her again, but did not go near her, but she 
was under the same easy sail, and was then within nine miles of her former position. 
I did not see her again till on the 2nd instant, and then only about twelve miles to 
windward of her former position, still under easy sail, and evidently not steering 
for St. Paul de Loanda, though the wind was fair at the time. 

I then steamed up alongside of her, and hailed him to say I would come along- 
side, which I did, accompanied by Mr. Christie, Second Master. I then said to the 
captain, or mate as he called himself, “ You are making poor work of it ;” when he’ 
answered, “Oh, do not speak, I am driven mad with these currents.” I said to him, 
“Tam going to St, Paul’s and will tow you there.” He said, “I shall be so glad, 
I want to get into harbour, she leaks so.” He repeated this. I asked him then if 
he would make the hawsers fast if I sent them to him; to which he immediately 
acquiesced. ; 

1 sent two hawserS to him and took him in tow. When about seven miles 
outside the harbour of St. Paul’s, I sent a boat to ascertain if he still wished to be 
towed in, and he said “ Yes,” and said he was thankful for being towed. 

Immediately on anchoring I waited on Captain Glendy, of the United States’ 
ship “Saratoga,” and told him the whule circumstance, and he wrote to me the 
next day to say that he had no doubt she was a slaver, and liable to detention and 
fine for having no captain, and no manifest by the Portuguese authorities. 

I waited on his Excellency the Governor-General of the Province, in company 
with Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner, and made his Excellency acquainted 
with my suspicions. 

This vessel appears to be notorious, and is repeatedly mentioned in some of the 
late Blue Books. She appears to have made one if not two successful runs ; one 
in 1859 with 800 slaves. 1 trust my mode of acting in this case will meet with your 
approval. No officer or man went on board; he got the hawsers on board with his 
own crew, and even put the parcelling on which I sent him. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY J. RABY. 
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Inclosure in No. 133. ‘ 


Messrs. Christie and Nankwell to Commander Raby. 


“ Alecto,” at Sec, Lat. 6° 35' S., Long. 12° 13' B., 
i's : Seotember 27, 1861, 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that, in \igeomees of your orders, I proceeded on board the American 
barque “J. J. Cobb,” accompanied by Mr. E. R. Nankwell, Master's Assistant. On going alongside and 
receiving permission to go on board, we went on deck, and were received by a person who ienks Wrokea English, 
and who said he was the mate, and that he was in charge of the ship, the captain having landed at Mayumba “to 
collect the cargo,” and the ship was bound to St. Paul de Loanda to pick him u again. 

The mate showed me his papers, some of which I was unable to read, in Portuguese; her register 
appears irregular, for in it the vessel is represented as belonging to Baltimore, and the mate said she belonged 
to Boston, and on her stern is “J. J. Cobb,” New York. Her muster list is also incomplete, inasmuch as no 
master’s name appears on it. I asked to be allowed to muster the crew; the mate said, certainly ; I did so, and 
found scarcely one of them knew his name as on the list; they were evidently not Americans. i 

I asked the mate if he had any objection to open his hatches; he said not the slightest, and immediately 
ordered the main-hold to be opened. I went into the hold, as did also Mr. Nankwell, and found the cargo to 
consist of a quantity of large casks (whether full or empty I do not. know), and also a great quantity of rice or 
farina in bags. The cargo was stowed so as to leave a clear space for and aft the ship of about, 5 feet in height ; 
a ledge of about three inches in width runs along her side, and is well suited to rest the ends of planks for a slave- 
deck ; she has also uprights in midships to secure the other ends of the planks to. I do not think there is an 
American on board the vessel, She has two passengers on board, who, I should say, are either Portuguese or 
Spanish. When I asked the mate if he objected to open his hatches, I called the coxswain of the gig up as a witness 
(George Bettesworth, second captain fore-top). The mate was very civil, and said he had no complaint to make. 
I then left, having detained hin: about twenty minutes ; at his request, | noted my visit in his log. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) GEO. CHRISTIE, Second Master, H.M.S. “ Alecto.” 
E. R. NANKWELL, Master's Assistant. 





No. 134. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Arrogant,” at St. Paul de Loanda, November 18, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, the copy of a correspondence that has taken place between 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner at St. Paul’s de Loanda and Commander Beamish, of 
Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Wrangler,” respecting the loss of an iron lighter hired 
to coal that vessel in July last, also of other documents which will fully explain the 
case to their Lordships. 

Having carefully considered the matter, 1 do not think that Commander 
Beamish can be made in any way responsible for such loss; but as it appears that 
the owner has instituted legal proceedings against that officer, or Her Majesty’s 
Government, for the recovery of the value of the boat in question, I embrace the 
earliest opportunity of furnishing their Lordships with all the documents bearing 
on the point. 

I also beg to inclose a copy of my letter to Mr. Gabriel, and that gentleman's 
reply to the same. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 134. 


Commander Beamish to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Wrangler,” Cabinda, September 21, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a correspondence between Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty's Commissioner and 
Coal Agent at Loanda, and myself, about the loss of an iron coal-lighter named the “ Donna Maria,” used by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Wrangler ” on the 26th and 27th July. ae 

This lighter, as you are aware, is stated to have drifted to sea, and a protest claiming damages for her loss 
has been brought against Her Majesty’s Government. 

I also forward a statement of evidence which I consider shows that no blame at all can be attached to Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Wrangler” for the loss of the boat in question. é 

The lighter in question is said to be the property of Donna Maria Cartana, a woman at Loanda, and was 
received by her in a coal-vessel called the “ Odin,” being sent to her by Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty s Commissioner 
at Loanda, from England. ; ; r } 

With regard to communicating on the subject with Mr. Gabriel, I conceive that, representing as he does 
the interests of Her Majesty’s Government with regard to coals, I had no one else to apply to on the subject. 
Mr. Peixoto (from whom we hired the boats) being, in the first place, the person answerable for the loss. 
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With to Mr. Gabriel stating that the circumstances detailed in the first part of his letter were “ fully 
communicated to me, &c.,” I beg leave to differ from him, and to assure you that from the first I felt unpleasantly 
in the dark upon the subject, and also that, going as I did to his house on the 13th, almost on purpose to 
receive “ some communication” on the subject from him (Mr. Wright having been deputed by him to state that 
he had something to tell me on the subject), I was not a little surprised at his not alluding to the subject, as, 
moreover, soon afterwards, on Sir H. Huntley coming on board (which he did by an invitation of two or three 
days previously), 1 should be told of the matter being so disagreeably matured. 

M r. Gabriel’s reply to my most natural question I consider to be most intemperate and offensive, and I have but 
to refer to his letter for a term to apply to his insinuation about Sir H. Huntley and myself. 

Mr. Gabriel’s tone, and his desire that “ no further reference ” should be made to him to settle this matter, have 
quite put it out of my hands, as also his remark that he was “not disposed” to enter into the matter for the 
reasons he states. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) R. H. BEAMISH. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 134. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Commander Beamish. 


(Extract.) Loanda, September 10, 1861. 

ONE lighter will be at your service as early as possible, but most unfortunately the iron lighter, which 
has always been hired for the use of the depét during my absence, disappeared after you last finished coaling 
with her, and one of the most annoying affairs that has come before me is a claim against you or the Govern- 
ment for payment of her. 

Some people say that you did not tow her into shallow water near the beach ; others, that you anchored her 
quite close to the beach; but all, so far as I have yet gone into the papers, seem to concur in declaring that you 
did not deliver her into any person’s charge when you had finished coaling. 

The fact is, she is lost—drifted out to sea, and has not since been heard of, excepting, by the way, a rumour 
has been spread about, on the authority of the American Consul, to the effect that she has been picked up by 
some merchant-vessel off the Congo. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 134. 
Commander Beamish to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


My dear Sir, “ Wrangler,” Loanda, September 12, 1861. 

I SHALL be obliged if you will cause the native boat-keepers of the boat you hired for the “ Wrangler” 
to be sent to their boat. It seems almost designedly that they absent themselves. 

We finished using the boat about 4 p.M., yesterday, and these men have not shown themselves since; they are 
neither in her or near her, and although (like the ‘‘ Donna Maria”) she is moored all safely, she might possibly 
go adrift in (say) a week hence. 

The man Bongilow, who looks after the coals, will be able to tell you that we have not touched the boat 
since yesterday, and that we sent on shore early this morning to say that we did not require her. It is really a 


ve reat nuisance. 
Te T have, &c. 


(Signed) R. H. BEAMISH. 





Inclosure 4 in No, 134. 


Commander Beamish to Her Mayesty's Commissioner. 


Sir, “ Wrangler,” Loanda, September 14, 1861. 
VERY shortly after leaving your house yesterday afternoon, I was informed by Sir Henry Huntley that a 
“ protest ” had been tendered to him, laying a claim against me for the loss of the coal-lighter “ Donna Maria,” 
and that he had declined to sign it. He called on board my ship, and gave me this information, and stated that 
he felt it his duty to inform me of the circumstances. 
May I request that you will inform me whether or not (at the time I was at your house, or since) you were 
aware of any intention to have the “ protest” mentioned presented ? . ‘ 
am, &e. 
(Signed) k. H. BEAMISH. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 134. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Commander Beamish. 
Sir, ' September 14, 1861. 
IN reply to your letter, just received, I have to state that the following are the facts relating to the claim 
of the owner of the lighter, as they have occurred since my return to this place on the 4th instant :— 


Soon after my landing I was informed of the loss of the lighter in question by Mr. Peixoto, and the owner, 
the following day, told me that she had been induced to postpone taking any steps in the matter, beyond a verbal 
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communication to Commodore Edmonstone, in the hope that a rt circulated here, to the effect that her lighter 
had spareees in the Congo, t e to be me = yi 

On learning this, I im y wrote a private letter to an English gentleman in the Congo, with whom I am 
acquainted, requesting him, should the lighter be there, to endeavour to get possession of her, and to ask the 
commander of any of Her Majesty's ships to tow her down to this place. 

On Wednesday last the 10th instant, a person of colour, who practises as a lawyer here, called at my house, 
and informed me that the owner of the lighter had given him a letter of attorney, empowering him to take 

roceedings on her behalf, with a view of recovering the value of the property which had been lost ; and as I neither 
elt dis » nor was I in possession of sufficient information then, to enter into the merits of the question (which 
might, foresaw, prove a troublesome one), I replied to him that he must do as he thought proper in the interests 
of his client, and all that lay in my power to do, would be to bring any representations that might be made to me 
under the cognizance of the proper authorities, 

These circumstances, you will remember, were fully communicated to you in our conversation on Wednesday 
afternoon: since then I have not had any communication whatever on the subject, verbal or in writing, with the 
parties concerned in the iron lighter, to which your note refers ; and I was not even aware, until the receipt of your 
communication of this morning, that any further steps had been taken in this matter. 

Having thus, and I hope satisfactorily, replied to your inquiries, I must now be permitted to add the expres- 
sion of my great surprise and regret at finding that any communication made to you by Sir H. Huntley should 
have led you to imagine for a moment that I could have been guilty of concealing from you, on your last visit to 
my house, any information that might have reached me on this subject. 

I indignantly, Sir, repel the insinuation (which I hold to be a most unworthy one), and I leave it to you and 
Her Majesty's Arbitrator to settle this matter between yourselves, without any further reference to yonr most 


obedient servant, 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 134. 


Statement of Facts connected with the Hire of the Coal Lighter “ Donna Maria,” by Her Majesty's ship 
“ Wrangler,” on the 26th and 27th July, 1861. 


ON arriving at the anchorage off the coal-depét at Loanda, on the forenoon of the 26th July, Commander 
Beamish sent Mr. McIntyre, Assistant Engineer, 3rd class, to M. Peixoto, to report our arrival, request boats for 
coaling, and that a person should attend at the coal-depdt. Mr. McIntyre, on meeting M. Peixoto, asked him 
for two boats, and was given permission by him to forthwith commence using a large wooden and large iron boat, 
both belonging to Donna Maria Caetana. M. Peixoto not being on speaking terms with Maria Caetana, desired 
Mr. McIntyre, should he see her, to intimate to her that we had hired her boats for coaling from M. Peixoto. 
Mr McIntyre being unable to speak Portuguese, was merely able by gestures to point out to this woman that we 
were using her boats. Of these two boats, only one (the wooden one) was anchored near the town, and 
Mr. McIntyre (whose boat was accompanied by a cutter) ordered the coxswain immediately to tow her down to 
the depdt. 

The iron boat “ Donna Maria” was anchored near the beach at the depdt, and had been used for ballasting 
some ship with sand ; and being within easy reach of the shore, as soon as it was possible to do so, our men 
commenced filling her with coal-bags. This iron boat, as also the wooden one when she arrived from the town, 
was used during the remainder of the day, and in the evening was anchored, as usual, in her old place off 
the depét. 

On the following day (27th) both these boats were used, and the iron boat was finally cleared of coals, and 
safely anchored in her old place off the depdt before 4 p.m. During the latter part of the day, and until late in 
the evening, the crew of Her Majesty’s ship ‘* Wrangler” were employed in clearing two red iron boats full of 
coal in bulk, returned by the Portuguese Mail Company to Her Majesty’s Coal Agency ; and no further use was 
made of the “ Donna Maria” after about 3°3U P.m., as we believed that the quantity of coal in the Portuguese 
boats would be sufficient to complete the ship. One of these red boats was, however, not quite cleared, but was 
- away until Monday morning, and a last load of bags, which had been waiting some time, was taken out of 
the wooden boat . . - 

On the following morning (Sunday, 28th) Commander Beamish sent Mr. Smiley, Chief Engineer, tc visit 
the Portuguese boats, and by inspection to ascertain whether there was enough coal in them to complete the - 
Mr. Smiley reported that we should want forty or fifty more bags, which would only necessitate one boat-ioa! 
on Monday morning; and in consequence of this report Commander Beamish sent Mr. Farrant, a 
Engineer, 2nd class, to M. Peixoto, to state that we had so far completed coaling, and the necessity for boats, t = 
on the following morning we should only require one coal-boat to bring off a small load of about ae _ bes 
being told this, M. Peixoto, who was perfectly aware that it only required a small boat, and in ad ‘eo es he 
had been frequently told that small boats were infinitely more convenient for coaling, as also re eye in 
consequence of the comparative cheapness, recommended to Mr. Farrant that the boat we shoul a a 
be the wooden one, it being the smallest and cheapest of the two. Mr, Farrant, on coming on boa de 
this; and on the following morning the wooden boat (thus pnt at our disposal by M. Peixoto) was accordingly 
used for one load of fifty bags. aauT 

By reference to the na of Her Majesty's ship “ Wrangler,” it may be seen that on Friday, oil _ 
Saturday, the 27th July, the crew were employed in coaling ; that on Sunday, the 28th, no work was oni an 
that at 9°30 a.m. on Monday, the 29th, coaling was completed. At about 11 a.m. all Li dager ing — ene 
also that for the hire of the said boats, was completed by Mr. Wright, Assistant Paymaster of - 5! 8 ship 
“ Wrangler,” Commander Beamish himself being present during part of the time. Mr. Smiley, al 80, names in 
charge of Her Majesty's ship “ Wrangler,” had reported to M. Peixoto that Her iy 8 ship — 
had completed coaling, and had perfectly finished with the boats. By about 11-30 a.m. a I sssager - _— ms 
connected with Her Majesty’s ship “Wrangler” were closed and completed, and those officers of the ship who 
happened to be on shore about their duty returned to the ship, M. Peixoto being told that we were about to 
sail immediately. At6 p.m. Her Majesty's ship “ Wrangler” left Loanda harbour, and up to the moment of 
leaving, the iron coal-boat referred to was safely at anchor. This boat, as before stated, had not been used by 
us since about 4 p.m. on Saturday, the 27th; and there being no boat-keepers in her, and sea-breezes blowing 
fresh at that eeason, a cutter from Her Majesty’s ship “ Wrangler” went away the same a to both the 


Crass A. 
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boats, and veered more cable. I have already stated that during Sunday, Mr. Farrant reported to M. Peixoto 
that we had on Saturday afternoon finished with the iron lighter, and also that Mr. Wright had reported 
completion of use of the boats, and had closed all documents and vouchers about 11 A.M. on the 29th. 

Thus Her Majesty's ship “ Wrangler” did not leave Loanda for about fifty hours after having finished 
with the iron lighter; for about thirty hours after having reported the same to M. Peixoto (and at his suggestion 
determined to hire only the wooden boat); and not for about six or seven hours after having closed all accounts 
with M. Peixoto, and acquainting him that (all being completed) the ship was abont to sail. 

(Signed) R. H. BEAMISH, Commander. 


There are witness to prove— 

1. That the boats were hired from M. Peixoto, and his permission given to commence using them forthwith. 

2. That only the wooden boat was anchored near the town. 

3. That we found the iron boat anchored off the coal-depét. 

4. That we had finished using the iron boat by about 4 p.m. on the 27th. 

5. That she was safely moored by the cutter of Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Wrangler,” whose coxswain is an 
English petty officer. ; 

6. That on Sunday, the 28th, M. Peixoto (from whom we hired the boat) was informed that we only 
required the services of one boat; and that, under the circumstances, he placed at our disposal the wooden 
one, which we took on the following morning accordingly. 

7. That on the forenoon of the following day payment was made for the use of the said boat during Friday 
and Saturday, the 26th and 27th, but only for the wooden boat for part of Monday, the 29th; and all accounts 
were closed before noon on that day. 

8. That up to the time (6 p.m.on the 29th) of the “Wrangler” leaving Loanda, the ‘‘ Donna Maria” 
was safe at anchor. 

9. That the “Donna Maria,” when commenced to be used by Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Wrangler,” was 
received from no boat: keepers; and that the men, if there were any who were in charge of her, did not identify 
themselves with the boat in company, either by going to and fro in her, anchoring her when finished with, 
or remaining in her afterwards. 

10. That when finally done with on Saturday afternoon (27th), she was safely moored by the coxswain 
of the cutter of Her Majesty's ship ‘ Wrangler” in the same place from which she had been taken on the 
previous day; and as there had been no men in charge of her during her hire, she was not anchored by her own 
men, nor did they, as far as could be seen from Her Majesty's ship ‘ Wrangler,” take any notice of her 
whatever. 

Attested by us so far as the different cireumstances have come under our nottce. 

(Signed) THOS. ROBERTSON, Acting 2nd Master. 
F. M. WRIGHT, Assistant Paymaster in Charge. 
WM. SMILEY, Engineer in Charge. 
NATH. FARRANT, Assistant Engineer, 1st Class. 
A. F. McINTYRE, Assistant Engineer, 2nd Class. 
S. LOW, A.B. 
WILLIAM BROWN, Leading Seaman. 
GEORGE TYLER NICHOLAS, Ordinary. 
TOM BROWN, his * mark, Head Krooman. 
Approved : 
(Signed) R. H. Beamisu, Commander. 


Evidence, 5c. from the Natives and others at St. Paul de Loanda. 


11. That the reputed boat-keepers of the ‘“ Donna Maria” were not Cabenda men, as they ought to have 
been, but the slaves of Donna Maria Caetana. 

12. That the boat did not go adrift until about 4 o'clock on the afternoon of the fourth or fifth day after the 
sailing of Her Majesty's ship ‘* Wrangler.” 

13. That when the boat went adrift her boat-keepers were absent, and a messenger was dispatched to Donna 
Maria's house to report the circumstances, and that he arrived there about 5 P.M. 

14, That at that time the slaves could not be found, as they were elsewhere employed. 

15. That on some men being ultimately forthcoming, and proceeding to the Coal Depdt, it had become dark, 
and the boat could not be found. 

16. That until the last two occasions of the “‘ Wrangler” being at Loanda, the natives belonging to these 
boats have not usually been found in them, nor have been in the habit of going to and fro in them, or receiving 
them when finished with, 

17. That usually natives have subsequently removed the boats towards the town. 

18. That the boat-keepers are bound to take charge of their boats, to moor and unmoor them, and to pull 


aud steer them. 
(Signed) R. H. BEAMISH, Commander. 
The above evidenee has been received at St. Paul de Loanda. 





Inclosure 7 in No. i134. 
Questions asked Bongilow, September 12, when at the Coal Depét. 


Question. By what means do the natives belonging to boats get to or from them when moored ?—Answer. 
By swimming. 
, Q. When did the “ Donna Maria” get adrift?—.A. Some days after Her Majesty's ship “ Wrangler” had 
sailed. 
Q. Where were the boat-keepers of the “ Donna Maria” when she got adrift ?—A. Up at the town. 
Q. How were the boat-keepers made acquainted with the fact of her being adrift ?—A. By some people about 
the neighbourhood of Fort San Francisco 
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Q. a the boat-keepers come immediately to recover her?—A. No; and when they did come she was a 
ong way out. 

Q. Who were the boat-keepers ?—A. They were the slaves of Donna Maria. 

Q. Are the boat-keepers in the habit of remaining in their boats ?—A. No; they remain on shore, and even 
sleep and cook their food on shore. 
* I pointed out to him that we had (yesterday afternoon, 11th instant), finished with Mr. Gabriel’s wooden 
lighter, and that I insisted upon some natives being sent into her, as otherwise she, like the “ Donna Maria,” 


oi drift away or be stolen perhaps in a few days hence. He had sent repeatedly for the men, but could not 
get them. 7 


N.B.—I had to write to Mr. Gabriel to request that his boat should not be th i 
charge of her so many hours previously on the das before. EA ne menor ene ee Ome aa Te 


ee 


Questions asked Bongilow on September 14, 1861. 


nia Question. On what day did the “Donna Maria” get adrifi?—Answer. I don't know, but after you 
nad gone. 

Q. Did the boat-keepers of the “ Donna Maria” see the boat when they went to the Coal Depét ?—A. No; 
they were too late. 

Q. At what time of the day did the boat go adrift ?—A. The report of her being adrift was given to the 
owner at 5 i er ‘ ‘ 

Q. Could the boat-keepers have got to her by means of a canoe or boat, s 
anchored her ?—A. No; ae did not see her. 7 sisal aaiiatatia: sateen 

Q. Are the boat-keepers in the habit of leaving their boat at the Coal Depot, and remaining at a distance 
from her—say in the town ?—A. Yes, if they are slaves, as in this case. 

Q. Is it uot customary after boats have been done with by the hirers, for the boat-keepers to bring them up 
near the town ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Are not the boat-keepers bound to pull off their boats to and from the ships, and to moor them, and be 
auswerable for them ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Was it or had it been blowing harder than usual when the ‘Donna Maria” drifted away ?—A. I don't 
know, but I think it had been blowing. 

N.B.— When the news of the boat being drifted arrived at Donna Maria’s, Bongilow was there, and he says 
that the slaves were all out, and that they had to be searched for, and could not be quickly found. It was dark 
before they got down. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 134. 


Questions asked Fernando Ginga. 


Question. WHAT employment have you in this place ?—Answer, Looks after’the coal of the Union Mercau- 
tile Company, near the Penedo. 

Q. Do you usually remain here ?—A. Yes ; he is there always, and sleeps there. 

Q. Did you observe any launch adrift at any time ; and if so, at what time ?—A. Yes; he saw the launch 
go adrift at 4 p.m. 

Q. Were there any people belonging to the boat down on the beach ?—A. None, either on shore or on board 
the launch. 

Q. Who took the intelligence of this boat being adrift to the owners ?—A. He sent his son to tell Donna 
Maria of the launch being adrift. 

Q. Did any one go after the boat after she got adrift ; and if so, how soon after, and was it dark or light -— 
A. Yes; Donna Maria sent a wooden lighter to look after the lighter adrift: three men were in this wooden 
lighter, but it became dark very soon and they could not find her. 

Q. Were they white men or black who went after the boat ?—A. Black men; they were slaves of Donna 
Maria. 

. —A. Answered in No. 3. 

@. Was there any English man-of-war here when she went adrift ?—A. No, none. : 

Q. How many days was it after the departure of an English man-of-war that she got adrift ?--A. Four 
days. 
“ Q. Had she been used by any English man-of-war previously 7—A. Yes. 
Q. Did M. Flores’ boat supply coal to that English man-of-war ?—A. Yes. _ 
Q. Did you see any of the slaves in charge of the lost boat while she was being used by the man-of-war, or 
after the man-of-war had done with her ?—A. There were four or five slaves belonging to Donna Maria on board 
the lost launch while taking coal of to the ship. None were on board her at any other time. i 

Q. Where was the boat when the man-of-war commenced using her ?—A. In front of Donna Maria's 
house. 

Q. Do you know what the boat had been employed about before the man-of-war commenced using her ; and 
where did her boats take her from ?—A. She was employed in taking sand to ballast a merchant-ship, and was 
taken back to Donna Maria’s moorings, in front of her house. He saw the man-of-war's boats towing her to the 


ship only. : 
e Q. Where did the man-of-war anchor the lighter after she had finished with her ?—A. Moored off the 


Peneio. 
Q. Is it or is it not the custom for the natives in charge of boats to moor them up to the town, or otherwise 
take care of them, when they are done with ?—A. He always saw Donna Maria’s slaves take the boats or launch 
back to the town after they had finished coaling. ; ; ; 

Q. Where do the natives in charge of boats generally remain ?—A. The custom is for those slaves or natives 
in charge of boats to remain on the beach.” Donna Maria's slaves that day did not remain. . ; 

Q 1s it not the business of a keeper of a boat to remain in her, and pull her to and fro during working-hours, 
and to anchor her and remain in charge of her afterwards ?—A. It is the business of the boatkeeper to remain in 
the boat or launch. When done with there ought to be a boat-keeper in her. When going to and fro there was 


not a boat-keeper to remain. 
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Q. Was it blowing fresh when the boat got adrift >—.A, It was a strong breeze. 

Q. Whose fault was it that the boat got adrift ?—A. Does not know. It is the custom of the owners of 
launches used for coaling ships to take them back when done with. 

Q. Why was it their fault ? 


N.B.—The “ John Gilpin” was here when the boat got adrift. The padron of Mr. Stodder’s boat, a Cabenda 
man, was on board the “ John Gilpin,” and saw the boat go adrift. 


Q. Describe the launch which went adrift.—A. White painted. 

Q. Did he observe the English man-of-war moor the launch after it had had done with her ?—A. Yes; she 
anchored her off the Penedo. : 

Q. How long after anchoring the boat did the English vessel of war remain at Loanda ?—A. About two 
days. 

“ Q. Did you yourself sce the launch now lost at anchor before Donna Maria's house ?—A. No; he saw the 

Cabendas taking the launch towards Loanda after the merchant-ship had taken enough sand in. 

Q. Did you see the “* Wrangler’s” kroomen go alongside the lost launch to take her from her moorings to 
the “ Wrangler ?"—A. No; I saw the launch towed by the “ Wrangler’s ” boats. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 134. 
Information respecting Married Women holding Property. 


A MARRIED woman can hold no property of her own while her husband is alive, unless he makes it over 
to her by a written document, properly signed and attested. 

Maria Caetana (a/ias Donna Maria) is the wife of Caetana, now alive, and in Loanda. He is a 
miserable beggar, reported to be of unsound mind, but certainly capable of managing his own affairs if he had the 
means to assert his rights. He was a notorious slave-dealer in Rio Pongas. 








Inclosure 10 in No. 134. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, Louanda, October 5, 1861. 

INCLOSED I have the honour to lay before you a letter which has been addressed to me by a person 
at this place respecting the loss of an iron lighter, which had been employed in coaling Her Majesty’s steamer 
“Wrangler” in July last. 

This circumstance occurred during my absence in England, but the “ Wrangler” having visited this port 
since my return, I mentioned to Commander Beamish that the writer of the inclosed letter had called on me to 
state verbally the facts atiending the loss of this lighter ; and I understood that officer to deny that any responsi- 
bility could attach to him in this matter— 

Virst. Because the lighter had laid safely in the spot where he anchored her for forty-eight hours before the 
“Wrangler” put to sea ; 

Secondly. Because during that forty-eight hours he had twice intimated to M. Peixoto, the person temporarily 
in charge of the Depot, that the * Wrangler ” no longer required the services of the lighter ; and 

Thirdly. Because she did not disappear from this harbour until] two days after the ‘ Wrangler’s ” 
departure. 

Whether these facts, however, are sufficient to exonerate Commander Beamish for having failed, according to 
the general practice, to tow the lighter up to the place of security from which he took her, and having gone to sea 
leaving her at anchor near the spot where the “ Wrangler” herself was at anchor, and without any one to take 
charge of her, it is not for me to say. I consider that I have done all that can be required of me in having 
brought this matter to your attention, and in submitting to you the expediency and justice of causing investigation 
to be made inte it. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 11 in No. 134. 


Senhor Torres to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 

(Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, October 1, 1861. 
AN iron lighter belonging to my client Senhora D. Maria Caetana de Souza Lopes having, as I have alread 
informed you verbally, been lost by the neglect of the crew of the English steamer of war “ Wrangler,” by which 
she was employed, inasmuch as the Commander of that steamer refused the service of the crew of the said lighter, 
and did not return her as he ought to the safe anchorage from which he took her, but, on the contrary, abandoaed 
her, so to say, and left her anchored at a great distance from the beach, where it was not possible to get on 
board of her without the assistance of a boat, or by swimming ; and as, moreover, the “* Wrangler ” went to sea 
leaving the said lighter at that anchorage without any person in charge of her, and without sending to inform the 
owner thereof, and as this circumstance has caused the serious loss of her value, amounting to not less than 200/., 
I am instructed by the said owner, my client, to take the necessary steps for obtaining indemnity for the 
said lighter, and I caused a protest to be noted, a copy of which I have now the honour to send to you as the 
officer in charge of the British Coal Depdt, in whose service the said lighter was lost, asking you the favour not 
only to take cognizance thereof, but to use such means as you may deem fit, in order that my client may be duly 
indemnified for this loss, 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) MANOEL IGNACIO DOS SANTOS TORRES. 
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Inclosure 12 in No. 134. 


Protest. 
( Translation.) 
JOAO FELICIANNO PEDRENEIRA, Clerk of the Tribunal of Commerce of the First Instance in this 
city of St. Paul de Loanda by the appointment of the General Government of this Province. 
I make known that on the 12th day of September, 1861, by the Advocate of this city, Manoel Ignacio dos 
Santos Torres, there was presented to me a protest drawn up by him, and of which the following is a faithful 
copy: — 


Petition. 
Illustrissimo Senhor Doctor Juiz de Direito. 

D. Maria Caetana de Souza de Lopes of this city, by her proctor the Undersigned says, that having hired her 
iron lighter on the 26th July last, for the use of the English steamer of war “ Wrangler,’ the said lighter 
was conducted by some of the crew of that steamer from the anchorage where she was laying, near the 
“Praia do Bungo,” and in front of the house of the petitioner; and having finished the service in which she 
was employed, the said lighter, as it appears, was anchored near the above-mentioned steamer, without the 
fact having been made known to the Petitioner, and that consequently the lighter in question went adrift and was 
lost, the value of her being 200/. sterling, which she had cost a few months before. 

And as the Petitioner has suffered a serious loss by this occurrence, and by the cessation of profits and 
interests resulting therefrom, she protests against the Commander of the said English steamer for having 
been the cause of the said loss, or against the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, in whose service the 
said lighter was employed, and she claims the right to all losses which have been caused or may continue to be 
caused from the day of the hire of the said iron lighter ; and she therefore prays that your Worship may be pleased 
to cause a Minute of this Protest to be made in due form, and that the English Consul. as the first British authority 
in this city, may be cited to preserve the right of the Petitioner to claim the value of the aforesaid lighter, and all 
losses. A copy of this being retained in the books. 

Loanda, September 11, 1861. 

(Signed) MANOEL IGNACIO DOS SANTOS TORRES. 


Reply. 


Let the Minute be taken, and cite the British Consul. 
Loanda, September 12, 1861. 
(Signed) FEIXO, Judge. 


To which petition and its reply I state that having notified the foregoing to the Consul named, in order that 
he might receive the present petition and take cognizance thereof, I called as interpreter, Francisco Antonio 
Flores, junr., and with him I proceeded to the residence of the said Consul named, Sir H. V. Huntley, and by 
means of the above-mentioned interpreter I stated to him the contents of this protest, to which he replied that 
the lighter therein referred to having been hired without his knowledge or intervention, he did not consider that 
it was incumbent on him to take cognizance of this protest, and therefore he would not sign it ; consequently I, 
the aforesaid Clerk, at the request of the person who presented the petition, in conformity with the Judge's 
reply thereto, and in the interests of whom or against whom it may concern, have protested, and do by this public 
instrument protest again the said Commander of the above mentioned English steamer of war “ Wrangler,” the 
English Consul Sir H. V. Huntley, and against all to whom of right it may belong, for the amount of the 
aforesaid iron lighter, cessation of interests, costs, losses, and damages resulting from her not having been duly 
delivered up, all as is customary and prescribed in the laws. 

Having thus protested on the day, month, and year first before mentioned, at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, 
in the presence of the witnesses, Manoel de Lemos Seniad e Andarde, Antonio Alves de Nascimento, both 
Employés of Justice, who with the before-named interpreter signed the present instruinent with me, the Clerk, 
Jo&o Felicianno Pedreneira, the Clerk who wrote and signed it. 

(Signed) FRANCISCO ANTONIO FLORES, Jun. 
MANOEL DE LEMOS SENIAD E ANDRADE. 
ANTONIO ALVES DE NASCIMENTO. 
JOAO FELICIANNO PEDRENEIRA. 





Inclosure 13 in No. 134. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


, “ Arrogant,” at St. Paul de Loanda, November 13, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 5th ultimo, which only reached me 
yesterday, inclosing the copy of a communication from a person in Loanda, respecting the loss of an iron lighter 
which lad been employed in coaling Her Majesty’s ship “ Wrangler" in July last, &c. 

Commander Beamish having already brought the circumstance to my knowledge, and furnished me with a 
statement of facts connected with the hire of the boat in question, I am enabled to reply to your letter without 
delay, and, in the first place, beg to inclose a copy of his letter to me, as also of the statement alluded to, with other 
documents relating to the case. 

I had carefully inquired into the particulars of this case, so far as the Commander of the ‘ Wrangler ” is 
concerned, previous to arriving at this anchorage, and now that I am in possession of the protest, showing on 
what grounds compensation is claimed by the owner of the lighter, the merits of the case on both sides have been 
fully brought to my knowledge, and I am consequently in a position to give my opinion in the matter, which is, 
that I certainly cannot hold Commander Beamish in any way responsible for the loss of the boat, as it appears he 
hired her from Mr, Peixoto, at that time in charge of the Coal Depdt, and sent an officer to inform him when he 
had finished with the boat in question, taking care that she was safely anchored in the position usually assigned to 
her off the depét; but as it appears that proceedings are likely to be instituted by the owner of the “ Donna 
Maria” against Her Majesty’s Governmen’, I shall avail myself of the earliest opportunity of laying the whole 
of the correspondence in connection with this affair before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 


Cass A. 2X 


Sir. 
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I would, however, observe here that Mr. Peixoto, and not the owner of the lighter, was the person with 
whom the arrangements for the hire of the boat was made, and that the payment of such hire was also made to 
Mr. Peixoto; therefore, I cannot imagine the necessity of Commander Beamish communicating with any one else 
on the snbject, or why he is to be held responsible for the loss of the boat four days after he had finished with 
her services, and two days after the “ Wrangler’s”” departure from this harbour. 

If blame is to be attached to any one it certainly should be either Mr. Peixoto, for not communicating the 
fact of the boat having been finished with to the owner, or the latter for not taking the precaution to see to the 
safety of such boat. 

‘In conclusion. I notice with regret the difference that has arisen between yourself and Commander Beamish, 
whose conduct in the affair, and the language made use of by him in reference to yourself in his letter to me of the 
21st of September last, | have thought it my duty entirely to disapprove. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 14 in No. 134. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, Loanda, November 18, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, and I beg to return you 
my due thanks for the manner in which you have investigated the circumstances attending the loss of an iron 
lighter at this place, which had been brought to your notice in my letter of the 5th ultimo. 

I shall not fail to be guided by your views in this matter should any ulterior proceedings be taken by the 
party interested in the lighter, and | assure you it is with unfeigned regret I have observed that you were under 
the necessity of noticing with disapprobation Commander Beamish’s language respecting myself in this affair. 

It was not my wish or intention, Sir, to make any complaint of that officer's bearing or proceedings towards 
me, on the occasion of the “ Wrangler’s” arrival in this port in September last, and I certainly should not have 
done so now, but there is one, and only one, point in his letter to you of the 21st September last, which I cannot 
pass over in silence ; it is his assertion that I sent the lighter to which this correspondence refers from England. 

It is a duty which 1 owe to myself, and not less so to the office which I have the honour to hold, to give 
this statement a direct and full denial, and to add that I never was in any way, direct or indirect, concerned in 
the lighter which was lost. I cannot, indeed, but deeply regret that Commander Beamish’s feelings should be 
so manifestly inimical to me as to descend to such a. misrepresentation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 135. 
Commander Raby to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“ Alecto,” at Sea, Lat. 4° 21’ S., Long. 10° 55’ E., 
Sir, June, 1861. 

I BEG to inclose herewith the report of the boarding officer on his return from 
boarding the fore and aft schooner “ Wells” under American colours, reported on 
the Suspected List as being fitted as a privateer as well as a slaver. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY J. RABY. 





Inclosure in No. 135. 
Lieutenant Kellsall to Commander Raby. 


Sir, “ Alecto,” at Sea, June 16, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, in compliance with your directions, I proceeded, accompanied by 
Mr. G. Christie, Second Master, to chase a fore and aft schooner, and, on boarding, found her to be the ‘* Wells,” 
of Greenpoint, under American colours. I examined her register, which appeared to be correct. The master 
made no complaint, and wished no entry made in the log. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) T. M. KELLSALL. 


NS 


No. 136. 
Lieutenant Mc Hardy to Captain Philips. 


7 “ Penguin,” tender to ‘‘ Narcissus,’’ Pomony Harbour, 
Sir, August 15, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the 24th June, when twelve miles 
south fifty-six east of Quirimba Island, | boarded a dhow with Portuguese colours ; 
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she had on board 11 slaves (3 of them children), who were navigating the dhow 
(no other crew on board). I found in her two pair of slave irons; and this cireum- 
stance, and that the captain, whose name was on her papers, was not on board, 
induced me to seize her as a vessel engaged, or having been engaged, in the illicit 
Traffic of Slaves. 


The vessel not being fit to make a voyage to any port of adjudication, measured 
her and then scuttled her. 
During our stay at Rovooma Bay, 8 of the slaves ran, leaving the three children 
on board. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. G. McHARDY. 





No. 137. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” at Ascension, January 1, 1862. 
IN compliance with your letter dated the 10th September, 1861, addressed 
to Admiral Walker or the Senior Officer at Sierra Leone, the duplicate of which 
was sent to me, to call upon Commander Smith, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“Torch,” to state on what grounds he visited the French vessel “ Bertha ;” I have 
the honour to report, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that I ae drawn Commander Smith’s attention to the 5th paragraph 
of their confidential letter furnished him, relating to visiting merchant-vessels 
suspected of fraudulently assuming the French flag. And I now beg to inclose a 
copy of that officer’s explanation of the circumstance, which, I trust, will prove 
satisfactory to their Lordships. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure in No, 137. 
Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Torch,” Sierra Leone, November 26, 1861. 

’ IN reply to your memorandum of October 22, directing me to state, for their Lordships’ information, on what 
grounds I caused the French brig “ Bertha” to be visited, I have the honour to inform you that on the 23rd of 
July last, at about 5 p.M., being off Cape Verga (bearing north-west about fifteen miles), a sail was reported to the 
westward, when the * Torch” proceeded in chase. 

On coming up with their vessel, and when between two and three miles off, a blank gun was fired to enforce 
eclours. After an interval of about twenty minutes, as no colours were shown, a second gun was fired ; no attention 
being paid to the second gun, and wher about 500 yards astern of her, a third blank gun was fired. On the 
“ Torch” ranging up alongside, I hailed and desired her to show colours and to heave-to, which I enforced by firing 
two blank muskets. French colours were then hung over the side, but as it wes now dark, and there had been such 
apparent reluctance to show colours, I considered it my duty to verify her nationality according to Admiralty 
confidential letter of July 16, 1860, paragraph 6. I accordingly desired Lieutenant Martin and the second master 
to visit this vessel and inspect the papers. No complaint was made by the master of the French brig, and the 
boarding officers quitted her without delay. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. SMITH. 


ee e———e_e 


No. 138 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” at Ascension, January 2, 1862. 

I TAKE advantage of the Cape mail, which leaves this island on the 4th instant, 
to bring under your notice, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, the present unsettled state of affairs at Lagos, in consequence of the 
absence of troops or any proper force to support the Government. 

So long as Her Majesty’s ship “‘ Prometheus” was free from sickness, a very 
wholesome check was kept over che disaffected portion of the inhabitants, and things 
were comparatively quiet; but I am sorry to say such is no longer the case, for at 
last, and in spite of every precaution, the “Prometheus” crew have been laid up 
very severely from fever—here I beg to annex Commander Bedingfeld’s letter on 
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the subject with the Doctor's report. The natives, &c., at once took advantage of this 
to become turbulent, and from the latest accounts which have reached me, dated 
the 10th ultimo, I grieve to say Lagos appears to be in a very excited state. An 
extract from Commander Bedingfeld’s letter to me is herewith inclosed, which will 
fully explain matters to their Lordships. I also send copies of other documents 
relating to the general state of the country, and Commander Bedingteld’s proceedings 
at Abbeokuta. 

In compliance with their Lordships’ letter dated the 23rd November, 1861, 
addressed to Admiral Walker or the Senior Officer at Sierra Leone, the duplicate 
of which reached me at this island on the 24th ultimo, I lost no time in despatching 
the “Espoir” to Sierra Leone with instructions for the “ Falcon” to proceed 
to Lagos with the troops therein alluded to, and I sincerely hope they will arrive 
before any mischief has been done. Should no delay occur on the part of the 
authorities at Sierra Leone, the “Falcon” ought to be at Lagos about the latter 
end of this month. 

The “ Handy,” gun-boat, had not been heard of at Sierra Leone up to the 14th 
of last month. 

On referring to the annexed documents, it will be seen how utterly useless it 
is for us to place any reliance whatever on native promises. Even the Abbeokutans, 
who have received so much consideration and support at our hands, break a solemn 
Treaty a few days after it is signed ; I allude to the one (a copy of which is inclosed) 
effected by Commander Bedingfeld to do away with the barbarous custom of 
sacrificing human beings, which still prevails at Abbeokuta. 

The sick from the ‘t Prometheus ”’ | am happy to say are doing very well indeed, 
and no other deaths have occurred than those (three) mentioned in the Doctor’s 
report; but as they were not sufficiently strong to return to their ship when the 
* Antelope” sailed, I sent across thirteen disposable ordinary seamen in her to 
strengthen the ‘‘ Prometheus’”’ crew. 

Unless I[ receive contrary orders from the Commander-in-chief by the mail on 
the 4th instant, | propose leaving this for Sierra Leone on the 8th, to ascertain if 
the troops have gone, and to follow them if I hear there is any necessity for it; 
otherwise I intend to continue my usual round of inspection. 

By the latest accounts from the Cape, it is probable that Admiral Walker will 
visit the West Coast very shortly. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 138. 
Commander Bedingfeld to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Prometheus,’ Lagos, December 7, 1861. 

IN consequence of the sickness in this ship, as shown by the annexed letter from Dr. Eales, I have deter- 
mined to send the ‘ Antelope” to Ascension with about twenty cases. 1 trust, however, they will be strong 
again before they arrive, as change of air is about all they want. 

We have had a most unusual season, and all have suffered more or less, even on shore, and also amongst the 
blacks. The worst is now over, and we may expect healthy weather until the latter end of March and the 
beginning of April, when the rains first commence. 

I do not agree with the Doctor as to previous experience on board a healthy ship, as it has never before 
been tried as soon as the men get their first fever, and before they are acclimatized they are taken away, and do 
not return, so that we have had, I consider, no fair trial yet. Every white man, on first coming up the rivers, 
must expect to get fever, after which he may do well, or at least I believe a very large proportion would, for about 
two years, when they should leave for six months ; but men ought to be paid for the additional risk, and loss of 
the chances of prize money; and I have no doubt that if offered double pay for this service, there would be an 
abundance of volunteers, who would think it worth their while to become acclimatized, and would care as little 
for African fever as they would for African powder and shot. 

This ship remained remarkably healthy until about the 30th October, when a large quantity of green slime 
came down the river, and was deposited along the banks. The weather at the same time became intensely hot, 
and the stench from the shore became sickening. I was at Abbeokuta, but in a future year if a vessel remains 
here she should be at once shifted down to the mouth of the river when this takes place, and she would there, I 
believe, remain comparatively healthy. 

This ship could not have left the river, even had she not been so dreadfully wormed, as the lives and 
property of the merchants would not have been safe a day after she left, no troops having as yet arrived. 

The town still remains in a most unsettled state. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) NORMAN B. BEDINGFELD. 


a en 
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Dr. Eales to Commander Bedingfeld. 


Sir, “ Prometheus,” Lagos, December 2, 1861. 

IN accordance with the 17th Article of my Instructions, I beg to apprise you of the state of health of the 
crew of this ship under your command. : 

There are at present forty-four cases on the sick list, of which number forty-three from fever of greater or 
less severity. The fever commenced on the 3rd October in the case of Frederick Cook, blacksmith, who died on 
the 24th November. 

Since that time it has steadily increased to the present date. Three cases of death occurred in twelve days, 
two from fever, and the third from fever combined with abscess of the liver. . 

I am happy to state that I do not entertain at present any apprehension for the lives of those cases now 
under treatment, yet the health of the ship's company generally is so much affected at the commencement of the 
unhealthy season, that I deem it advisable to send as many of the white crew as possible out of the influence of the 
river, either to cruize for some weeks, or go at once to Ascension. 

I beg, moreover, to suggest, in the event of the ‘Prometheus ” remaining permanently off Lagos, that the 
white crew should be reduced as much as is consistent with the performance of the duties required, previous expe- 
rience having shown the unhealthy effect of the climate on white crews. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY EALES. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 138. 


Commander Bedingfeld to Commodore Edmonstone. 


( Extract.) December 9, 1861. 

November 9.—ARRIVED from Abbeokuta ; found that a thick deposit of bright green vegetable matter had 
settled all along the beach, causing a sickening stench, and our white men began to feel the effects of it, sixteen going 
on the list feverish, the weather at the same time becoming intensely hot. I stopped all leave at once, and 
directed that the men should not be allowed to go from under the awnings, at the same time giving them quinine 
daily for seven days. 

Mail steamer left for England on the 10th. 

On the 12th Charles Stevens, Ist class boy, departed this life from sun-stroke. 

16th.—A messenger arrived from Abbeokuta. Heard that another human sacrifice had taken place there, 
and, from all accounts, in defiance of the Alake, who tried hard, or professed to do so, to prevent it. I in conse- 
quence sent his messenger back, demanding a full explanation. 

18¢h.—* Bloodhound ” arrived from Cape Coast. Remarks on his proceedings will form a separate letter. 

19th.—Her Majesty's ship “* Antelope ™ arrived, having been detained at Fernando Po, in order to coal the 
“Wye.” Thomas Lemmon, A.B., departed this life from abscess on the liver: a post mortem was held on his 
remains. 

21st.—Got the “* Brune” alongside, and rigged purchases to take out her boilers. Went out with the Acting 
Governor and Captain Burton to meet the mail, taking provisions out in “ Advance,” to complete “ Bloodhound ” 
to three months: she started the same evening to visit the rivers with the Consul, and then took him to Fernando 
Po. The mail steamer arrived at 2°50: she did not bring any despatches about this place, or any information 
about troops or the new Governor. 

“ Bloodhound” sailed at daylight of the 22nd, with Captain Burton, to visit the rivers belonging to his 
. Consulate; and “ Antelope” on the 28rd to join the “Griffon,” and act in concert to try and prevent “ Thomas 
Acorn” from shipping. 

24th.—F rederick B. Cook, blacksmith, departed this life. 

25th.—“ Brune’s”’ condemned gear was sold by public auction. 

29th.—Her Majesty’s ship ‘* Wrangler” arrived from Ascension. 

30¢h.—Held an inquiry into the conduct of Mr. Harding, Master's Assistant. 

December 3.—Since the 39th ultimo the town has been in a most unquiet state, from rumours that the natives 
intended to make a disturbance, but it has been impossible to trace the reports back so as to inculpate any of the 
parties, although it is generally believed the Chief Falloe is at the bottom of all of it. 

The sick list has increased to forty-eight, although no dangerous cases. In consequence of a letter from 
Dr. Eales, I sent “ Wrangler” to bring down the “ Antelope,” with the intention of sending the worst cases at 
once to Ascension, and made arrangements to purchase yams for the island, having been informed by Captain 
Barnard the vegetable crop had failed. 

5th.—Received letters from the Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta, in explanation of the recent human sacri- 
fice, a copy of which was sent to the Acting Governor, and another annexed. I trust that the publicity now 
given to the Treaty against this horrible crime will be of use, but the power of the Alake is very small. From 
private sources I hear that he is really in earnest, and is doing his best. 

On the 6th there was again great excitement in the town, in consequence of a meeting having been called 
of all the native inhabitants outside the town. The “ gong-gong” (town crier) went round at night, and in the 
morning Mr. Mc Crosky sent to inform me of it. Measures were immediately taken to put a stop to the 
meeting, as in the present excited state of some of the townspeople, mischief might have arisen. This was quietly 
done, although some 400 people had assembled. The three principal men there belonged to the King’s party, 
although he professed himself not to know anything about the object of the meeting. These men stated that it 
was merely to talk over the new system of things, in order to petition the Governor to give more time to the 
natives who have run themselves into debt, and are unable to pay. Many, however, never intended to pay, and 
at the head of them is His ex-Majesty. When the meeting was dispersed, the King's people came to us 
to assure us that their intentions were most pacific. They were told that these meetings could not be allowed, as 
it caused considerable excitement amongst strangers, and that for the future the gong-gcng must not he sent 
round at night without first informing the authorities. 

I fear there is mischief brewing, and unless the troops soon arrive there may be loss of life and property ; it 
would be so easy to set fire to the houses of the whites in case of any disturbance. Nothing but t'e presence of 
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the “ Prometheus ” has kept things quiet so long; and with nearly all her people sick, the “ Brune” done up, and 
“ Handy ” not yet arrived, there is every cause for anxiety. I trust, however, by prudent measures, and keeping 
one of the cruizers outside until the troops arrive, we may prevent it. It is now upwards of four months since the 
despatch came out to try and get the place ceded to Her Majesty, and we were informed that the War Office had 
heen requested to send the troops. 

“Antelope” arrived at 7 A.M. on the 9th instant, and the mail-steamer “ Athenian” soon after. I intend 
sending out the sick to-morrow, together with yams and corn for the Island of Ascension. 

I regret to say that we are at a stand with the “ Brune” just now, all the carpenters being sick, but her 
boilers are out and the beams across, so that it will not take long to lay the deck when they recover; her provision 
holds are all finished, and she is ready to stow 150 tons of coal. We can also stow 180 tons in this ship, if you 
should think it worth while to send them; they ought to come out in a small vessel chartered from England, not 
drawing more than nine feet; she would be sure to get a return cargo of oil, or in July she might, if it was 
wished, take a cargo of yams, corn, and bullocks to Ascension, if timely notice is given in order to collect them. 

I have written to Captain Barnard the best account I can get, at present, of the supply that might be sent 
from this place. 

I regret to say I have been informed that another vessel has shipped slaves near Whydah, the shipper being 
the notorious Dr. Carvallo, who is now here going home by the mail. I think it a ag Rape otigg. cannot be done 
to these men, who come out openly in the mail-packet to Lagos, and proceed up to Whydah, and having got off 
their cargo, return to Lagos to go home by the mail. 

As the “ Griffon” and “ Antelope” were both watching this vessel, I still hope I may hear of the capture, but 
I have not heard of any prisoners being landed along the coast. 

I have sent for the “ Griffon” to remain off Lagos, to be relieved by “ Wrangler,” until “Handy” or troops 
arrive. Everything most unsettled, but we have taken every means in our power to prevent an outbreak, or any 
riot for the he of plunder. Some of the foreigners here are most obnoxious to the natives, and I am in nightly 
dread of seeing their houses on fire. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 138. 


Commander Bedingfeld to Acting Governor Mc Coskry. 


Sir, “ Prometheus,” Lagos, November 16, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you, for your information, my proceedings at Abbeokuta. 

We arrived on Tuesday the Ist instant: on Saturday had an interview with the Alake and Chiefs. Our 
reception, in the first instance was not very cordial, but we understood each other better before I left. The usual 
present of a goat, sheep, and two bags of cowries was made, and we appointed Monday the 4th for our first 

yalaver. 
. On Monday, after having received an explanation of the insulting answer to your letter, we entered, firstly, 
into the history of the war, the case of human sacrifice, kidnapping, and Mr. Crowther's case. 

The Alake and Chiefs paid me the compliment of coming to visit me on Tuesday the 5th; and our final 
palaver, when the annexed Articles were signed, took place on Thursday the 7th. I had several private interviews 
with the different Chiefs in the meantime, and endeavoured to explain matters fully. We started for this place on 
Tuesday morning. 

The Alake having expressed his satisfaction at my having spoken plainly to him upon all these subjects in 
question, and having patiently listened to all they had to say, as a mark of their esteem he presented me with a 
horse on leaving. 

I trust our visit will have done some good in quelling the public mind there, and allaying the irritation against 
the Christians that was daily increasing ; and as I told the Alake and Chiefs plainly that we could not be friends 
with them if they did not keep faith with us in their Treaty, and committed such abominations as human sacritices, 
kidnapping, &c., I think they will be more cautious for the future, and with a little careful diplomacy much may be 
done towards putting an end to the war. 

With regard to the insulting letter in answer to yours offering to mediate in the present war, it seems they 
were in a great state of irritation, in consequence of some reports from Lagos that we wanted to pick a quarrel in 
order to take Abbeokuta, most likely sent by the same party who lately advised the King of Ijebu not to receive: 
white men, for the same reason. They also did not clearly understand how you could be Acting Governor; 
upon this being explained, they at once expressed their regret, and having written the annexed letter of apology, 
promised to treat you with all respect for the future. 

I fear there is little doubt that the human sacrifice that lately took place outside the walls was done by the 
Alake's directions, although he stoutly denies it; he seems to have been persuaded to do it in order to insure 
success in the war, and I suppose thought to clear himself by having it done by the Ifee people outside the town. 
The man who was offered was brought from Tesein. I am sorry to say that I was informed that these human 
sacrifices had taken place within the last few years. I told them if such a thing was to happen again, it would 
most likely cause a rupture between us, and that we were quite sure to hear of it; and I also told them that the 
English Government would insist upon their fulfilling their promises. 

They professed all sorts of contrition, of course, and declared we should never have occasion to complain of 
their want of faith in future. 

The kidnapping is explained in this way: there seems little doubt that the Ijees are starving, and that in 
order to save some of their people they have been selling each other to a great extent. 

The Egbas made a law that the Ijee men who absented themselves from the war, and were found skulking 
at home, should be sold, as they declared the war was commenced on their account, and some have gone this 
way; but I heard of one clear case of kidnapping in the town:—A slave woman, left in the care of the 
Rev. Mr. King whilst money was collected to redeem her, was stolen and sold; she was afterwards recovered 
and ident fied. The man belongs to a village in Abbeokuta over which the Alake and Chiefs he has uow 
with him seem not to have much power; they, however, tried the man and found him guilty, ordered him to go 
home to “go to sleep” (or, in other words, take poison); it scems he has objected to this quiet way of settling 
matters and is still alive, and they are afraid of creating a civil war if they attempt to seize him whilst the war 
Chiefs are away. The Alake gave me his word that he should not escape, and that I should shortly bear of his 
capture and punishment. I told him that although we insisted upon the man being punished, we did not want 
them to take his life, but if he was made to pay the redemption money for the woman and set her free, it would 
be a sufficient warning to him this time; to this they agreed, and they also promised that they would use all the 
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means in their power to stop the selling of slaves, although they confessed that they could not hope to stop it 
entirely while the war was going on, as there are many ways of sending slaves without coming to Abbeokuta ; 
and that any of their enemies selling slaves on the coast are only too glad to say they come from them, in 
order to create a bad feeling between them and the English; they have sent men, as mentioned in the Articles 
they signed, to Okeodon, to identify any Egbas selling people there. : 

Mr. Crowther’s case is simply this: it appears from long residence and kind acts Mr. Townsend has fully 
gained the esteem and affection of a large portion of the natives. On his leaving for England, he promised to 
be back again shortly, but in consequence of investigation into his conduct, upon charges which they declare they 
knew to be utterly false, and which they believed were preferred on account of private animosity, Mr. Crowther 
being one of the witnesses against him, they fear he will not return to them; this has created such an angry 
feeling against Mr. Crowther that the Alake declares he cannot be responsible for his safety if he returns to 
Abbeokuta, at all events until more is heard from Mr. Townsend. He, however, promises that his trade, people, 
or property shall not in any way be interfered with; under these circumstances, I think Mr. Crowther would do 
well not to venture up for the present. 

The war palaver is still, I fear, far from being brought to a finish, as they seem about equally matched, and 
without some intervention neither party like to give in. Their statement of the commencement and progress of 
the war seems to me straightforward, as far as one can judge, hearing one side only. 

They state that they have been always anxious for peace; that it was not until after the Ibaddans had taken 
two or three of their towns in their endeavour to form a junction with Dahomey with the declared intention that as 
soon as they had conquered the Ijees they would come on to attack Abbeokuta, that they were driven in common 
prudence to take the field ; and that they have come to the determination to drive the Ibaddans beyond their limits in 
order that they may live in security and return to their peaceful occupations. There is no doubt, I think, that the 
King of Dahomey has much to do with the war ; he sends large presents to the Ibaddans and also Ijees: the latter 
informed the Abbeokutans of the fact, and that Dahomey’s army marched out the last dry season to join the 
Ibaddans if possible, in order to attack Abbeokuta ; they were prevented by a severe visitation of small-pox obliging 
them to return. 

The spies have informed the Alake that he (Dahomey) is now again making sacrifices and preparations for 
another attempt this season; under these circumstances they beg us not to try and patch up a peace that would be 
but short, and leave them in a most insecure position. This is their story, and, from all the private information I 
could pick up, I believe it is not far from the truth. The [llorins sent down just before I left to say they would 
help the Abeokutans. I think it highly desirable to endeavour to communicate with the Ibaddans, and also the 
King of Ijebu, so that if we find the former to be really in fault, and not amenable to reason, we might induce 
the King of Ijebu to make a combination with the Egbas and Illorins to force them to quiet, and we might easily 
put a pressure on them from this side by stopping their supply of powder, &c., by the Icorrodu market. The 
importance of putting an end to this war cannot be overrated, as it is the main supply of the Slave Trade in the 
Bights, and is a perfect ruin to legal trade, and the advancement in civilization the natives were making before the 
war commenced. Should we hear nothing by the mail on the 21st to prevent it, and please God I remain in good 
health, I should have no objection to try what can be done, as I believe it sufficiently important as regards the 
increase of the Slave Trade, legal commerce, and humanity, to justify me in leaving my ship for a few weeks. I 
have received a civil message from the King of Ijebu requesting me to come and see him with a present of sheep 
and yams; and as he seems now inclined to be triendly, I hope something might be done to open out his magui- 
ficent country to trade. 

Trusting that my proceedings will meet with your approval, I have, &e. 

(Signed) NORMAN B, BEDINGFELD. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 138. 


The Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta to Acting Governor Mc Coskry. 


To his Excellency the Acting Governor. 
(After the usual compliments.) 

THE Alake and Chiefs regret that in their answer to a letter of the Acting Governor, offering to mediate 
between the contending parties in the present war, the terms they made use of were considered offensive ; they now 
beg to state that it was not their intention to insult Her Majesty's Representative in any way, but simply to 
decline the offered mediation. 

(Signed) THE ALAKE, his *% mark. 

Written by order cf the Alake and Chiefs, this 7th day of November, 1861. 

(Signed) Davip WILLIAMs. 


—_—_—————— 


Inclosure 6 in No. 138. 
Agreement with the Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta. 


IN consequence of the representation of Commander Norman B. Bedingfeld, R.N., Senior Officer of the 
Bight Division of Her Majesty's ships, the Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta express their regret that there should 
have been occasion for the complaint of their want of faith in keeping the Treaty made between them and Her 
Majesty's Government by Commander Forbes in 1852. They now solemnly declare that the three Articles 
mentioned below, and to which they have now affixed their names shall be strictly enforced for the future, and ‘be 
at once made public. . as : 

Ist. With a view of strictly enforcing the Ist Article of the above-mentioned ‘I'reaty the Alake and Chiefs 
hereby promise to stop the roads leading to Akeodon and other places by which slaves are sent to the Coast for 
exportation, against such export, as far as it is in their power, and they will also punish severely any of their own 
people against whom it can be proved that they have broken this law. ; ; 

2nd. The Alake and Chiefs also solemnly declare that now and after this date no human being shall be 
sacrificed either by them, their people, or others inside or outside the walls of the town, or anywhere else in their 
territory. 
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8rd. It having been fully explained to the Alake and Chiefs by Commander Bedingfeld, the injury caused to 
legal commerce by shutting the road between Lagos and Abbeokuta, out of friendship to the Queen of England 
they are willing to promise that that road shall never again be stop on any pretext whatever, without the 
consent and approval of Her Majesty’s Government at Lagos, provided always that when it is deemed expedient 
to prevent the Fgbas from going to Lagos the merchants must provide themselves with canoe-men from that 


lace. 
r Signed at the King’s Palace, this seventh day of November, 1861. 
(Signed) THE ALAKE, his > mark. 
APESI ERUNOON, his >< mark. 
A. ROLOMO, his * mark. 
APESI KENTPA, his >< mark. 
LEMO IPORU, his >< mark. 
NORMAN B. BEDINGFELD, Commander R.N ,, and Senior 
Q of Her Majesty's ships in the Bights Divisions. 
RICHD. T. BURTON, Consul, Fernando Po. 
HENRY EALES, Surgeon, Her Majesty's ship “Prometheus.” 
Witnesses to the above signatures : 
(Signed) Davin Wiu1aMs, Acting as Secretary to the Alake. 
S. WitiiaMs, Interpreter. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 188, 


Captain Jones, R.E., to the Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta. 


Lagos, July 3, 1861. 

THE Undersigned, Captain in Her Majesty the Queen of England’s army, offers his salutation and 
respect to the Alake and Elders of Abbeokuta. It will be in their recollection that he has constantly impressed 
upon them the advantage and desirability of obtaining peace with the Ibadans as soon as possible, in order that 
their tribe may return home and cultivate those peaceful occupations which had up to the commencement of the 
present war brought them the blessings of commerce and intercourse with the subjects of the Queen Her Most 
Gracious Majesty. 

Having proceeded to Lagos to await the arrival of the mail, and also consult with Her Majesty’s Acting 
Consul, the officers undersigned there received instructions to send back to Sierra Leone the soldiers which were 
intended to teach the Abbeokutans the art of firing big guns so as to preserve them from their enemies. Whereas 
the Egbas now find themselves unable to drive away their enemies, which with much boasting they said they 
would do. Your trade also is stopped, and great misery and unhappiness caused to the people. The Queen of 
England and her subjects will now lose their good opinion and seek to trade with other tribes who will not run 
into unnecessary wars. Seeing all this, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul, and the undersigned Captain in her army, 
are about to take a Jast step to bring about peace, when, if they shuuld not succeed, it will be the painful duty of 
Her Majesty's Acting Consul to take strong measures to restore trade in the river, which you have kept shut up 
contrary to the solemn promise made to the late Consul Foote, and all the advantages which the trade with the 
English have been the means of bringing to Abbeokuta may be lost for ever. 

The Undersigned, Captain A. Jones, desires, therefore, that the Alake and Elders will take his words into 
pa serious consideration, and endeavour to bring their minds to accept terms of peace if they should be offered 
to them. 

Hoping that the terms of friendship and mutual regard hitherto existing between the English nation and the 
am tribe will not be interrupted, and with the sincere desire of the Undersigned for the earthly happiness 
of all. 

Always in much respect, 
(Signed) ARTHUR T. JONES. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 138. 
The Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta to Commander Bedingfeld. 


Aké, November 29, 1861. 

THR Alake and Chiefs send their respects to you, and wish you health. 

The Alake and Chiefs do thankfully acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated Lagos the 18th instant, and 
in reply to which they have to confess, with regret, that in reality another human sacrifice has been offered 
against their wish and without their knowledge, and they beg to inform you that although they are the authorities 
of the town, there are some hundred townships in Aiiectica, each of which had its King and Chiefs, whilst in 
their ruined towns each had its different way of worshipping its gods, and each town now manages its affairs here, 
and only an important case is usually brought before the Alake. 

Some of these towns offered human sacrifices annually, which other towns never did; this practice they, have 
continued to carry on since, and they must be specially spoken to before they can be prevailed on to give it up. 

When the Treaty was signed by the Alake and Chiefs, the townspeople in general were not aware of it, and 
to make it known the Alake and Chiefs took it at once to consideration any fit day a public meeting should be 
held, when the purport of the Treaty would be publicly made known to all people, and ere this day arrived this 
human sacrifice already taken place, which having come to the hearing of the Alake and Chiefs, greatly grieved 
them, not only on account of the breach of the Treaty, but because it was done greatly against their wish ; 
consequently the meeting day was deferred till the 27th instant, anda hasty reply to your letter also, according to 
request, has been postponed, for it has been resolved on not to return a reply till the meeting has been called, and 
the Treaty be rehearsed to the different townships, and their unanimous consent be received. 

The meeting was subsequently held on the above-mentioned date; it'was well attended both by the natives 
and Europeans, a strict order was then given, accompanied with threatening to any township that may henceforth 
venture to offer human sacrifice, The assembly being asked whether they would keep the Treaty, all unanimously 
answered they would do so. , | 


~ 
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Having now been assured by the people in general, the Alake and Chiefs have, therefore, seized the first 
opportunity to express their utter ignorance of this act, and to inform you of the terms they have come to with the 
people the same, and have now solemnly promised to hinder those townships from any more 
offering human sacrifices, and measures will be taken with any townships that would, henceforth, do it, and 
any one that may in future sacrifice haman beings must either leave the town, otherwise the Alake will leave it for 


them, 
(Signed) THE ALAKE, his > mark. 
APESI OF ERUWON, his * mark. 
APESI OF KENITA, his >4 mark. 
OKONLOMO, his > mark. 
Written by me, by order of the King and Chiefs, 





(Signed) D, Wittias, 
No, 139. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sr “* Arrogant,” at Ascension, February 2, 1862. 


WITH reference to my letter of the 10th of September last, reporting the 
orders that I had given to the Senior Officer of the North Division for proceeding 
= King Catty, on the River Pongas (after communicating with the Governor 
of Sierra Leone), with a view to enforce due execution of his Treaty engagements, I 
have the honour to state, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that as his Excellency, in his letter to me dated the 25th of October last, 
of which the inclosure is a copy, does not think it desirable to adopt hostile measures 
against that Chief, no operations will be undertaken at present; but should it 
at any future time be necessary, the employment of boats would scarcely be 
required, or much exposure to the men incurred, by reason of King Catty’s town 
being accessible to vessels of the ‘‘ Torch’s ” class. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure in No. 139. 
Governor Hill to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, Government House, Sierra Leone, October 25, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated the 10th ultimo, on the subject 
of King Catty being mixed up with the Slave Trade in the Pongas River. 

T have no moral doubt that King Catty, who is an habitual drunkard, and very weak-minded man, is mixed 
up with any slave-dealing that may be carried on the Pongas; but he is such an imbecile that I cannot consider 
him worthy of further notice than stopping his stipend, should it appear he has broken his Treaty engagements 
by permitting any slave-dealing within the territory under his jurisdiction. 

I consider Mr, Faber is the principal slave-dealer at the Pongas; but I cannot glean from my many 
sources of informvtion that the Slave Trade has increased at the Pongas, nor do I believe any slaves have been 
shipped from thence since Commander Smith burned a vessel under Faber’s house in January last. 

I hope I need not assure you that should Commander Smith, or any of your officers, require my assistance 
or advice, I shall be too happy to afford every information in my power relative to the Slave Trade, or any other 
subject. 

‘ I am glad to find that Her Majesty’s Government has decided that the Native Chiefs are to be compelled to 
keep their Treaty engagements, leaving their punishment to your discretion, as my experience leads to the belief 
that our mild rule is misunderstood, and nothing but using force, or the demonstration of force, ean be effectual 
in such cases. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 





No. 140. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,’ at Ascension, January 2, 1362. 
IN reference to your letter dated the 10th September, 1861, addressed to 
Admiral Walker, or the Senior Officer at Sierra Leone, to call upon Commander 
Smith for a full report of all the circumstances connected with the capture and 
destruction of a Spanish slaver by Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Torch” in the 
Gallinas River, the vessel at, the time being a prize to the Liberian schooner 
“Quail,” I have the honour to transmit herewith, for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, the duplicate of a letter which I have received from 
Commander Smith dated the 30th November last, giving the explanation required 
by their Lordships. 
‘ I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE, 
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Inclosure 1 in No.’140. 


Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, ast “ Torch.” Sierra Leone, November 30, 1861. 
WITH reference to i Memorandum of the 22nd October, directing me to furnish you, for the information of 
their Lordships, with a full report of all the circumstances connected with the capture and destruction of a 
Spanish slave-vessel in the Gallinas River on the 13th June last, I have the honour to inform you that, on my 
return to Sierra Leone on the 10th June, his Excellency the Governor informed me there was a Spanish slave- 
vessel in the Galiinas River. I accordingly left as soon as possible for that locality, where I arrived at daylight 
on the 13th, when a schooner was observed at anchor in that river. 

As the surf was too heavy to admit of our boats entering the river, I proceeded to Solyma to obtain 
information from the residents at an English factory there. On arriving off this factory a krooman came off and 
informed me the schooner at the Gallinas was the Spanish slave-vessel we were in search of, offering at the same 
time to show us the best place for landing in the boats. I returned with him to the Gallinas, and after 
reconnoitering for the best place to attempt to land, I detached the two whale-boats at 1-15 p.m., under the command 
of Lieutenant Martin, with orders to seize the'said slave-vessel ; the boats landed safely, and proceeded for the 
slaver, as narrated by Lieutenant Martin, whose report I inclose. 

At 2:11 p.m. the slaver was reported to have hoisted American colours, which proved to be Liberian. 

At 2°40 p'm. the boats were alongside the schooner, and shortly afterwards huisted the blue ensign. 

At 8 p.m. the Liberian schooner “Quail” arrived and anchored, when I sent Mr. Cunningham, Second 
Master, to board her, with the customary complimentary message, and likewise to ask if the Commander would 
inform me why the Spanish slave-vessel had hoisted the Liberian colours. On his return, Mr. Cunningham informed 
me that the “ Quail” had seized this vessel sixteen days before, on the grounds of her being engaged in the Slave 
Trade in Liberian waters. 

The following morning, having in the meantime very maturely weighed and considered what course of 
conduct I had betver pursue under the circumstances, [ dispatched Mr. Cunningham, Second Master, with my 
compliments, to inform the Commander of the “ Quail” that I had signalised to Lieutenant Martin to destroy the 
slave-vessel by fire, which was accordingly done. 

My reasons for deciding upon so summary a mode of proceeding were as follows :— 

First. I had lately been informed by the Governor of Sierra Leone that Her Majesty's Government did 
not recognize Gallinas River as Liberian waters. 

Secondly. I was also aware that Liberia had no Treaty with Spain for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade. 

Thirdly. It appeared to me, for the two afore-mentioned reasons, that the Liberian Government were afraid 
to act decisively in the matter. I accordingly wished to co-operate with them in their very praiseworthy endeavours 
in suppressing the Slave Trade, and therefore I consider I assisted them very ee etrng. in their good intentions 
when I decided to burn this vessel for them, hoping, as I did at the time, to release them from any unpleasant 
misunderstanding with the Spanish nation, as also to render it impossible for any Spanish vessel of war to 
recapture her. 

Fourthly. As regarded the prospect of getting the vessel over the bar at that season of the year, I did not, 
nor do I at the present time, consider it at all likely to be attended with success. 

With reference to Mr. Ralston’s letter to Earl Russell of the 26th August, 1861, I beg to state I do not 
consider I have offered any indignity to Liberia. My endeavour has always been to maintain a cordial and good 
understanding with the President of Liberia, and in proof of which, and to show I have not been altogether 
unsuccessful, I inclose a copy of a letter addressed to me from the President of Liberia on the occasion of my visit 
to Monrovia in October last. 

As regards the President’s apprehensions, alleged to have been expressed to Mr. Ralston, that owing to 
my proceedings in December 1860, there might be a revival of the Slave Trade at the Gallinas, the President 
and Mr. Ralston were both aware, when this statement was made, that Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Espoir” had 
already captured a Spanish slave-brig off that river in November 1860, a month previous to my first visit to 
Monrovia. 

With reference to Mr. Ralston’s statement, that the Gallinas has since 1850-51 been considered to be within 
the jurisdiction of Liberia in consequence of the eession by Prince Mannah, the latter positively assured me in 
December 1860, before all the officers of the ‘‘ Torch,” that he had never signed away (knowingly) one inch of his 
territory to Liberia, and that he does not acknowledge Liberia in any way. 

The statement of Mr. Mingo Carney, Second Officer of the “Quail,” who was in charge of the Spanish 
slaver, on our appearing on the morning of the 13th, that he showed his colours to us, is not true. No colours 
were hoisted until our boats were safe in the river on the afternoon of that day. I inclose a declaration to that 
effect. . 
In confirmation of my statement with regard to the Gallinas not being considered by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment as Liberian territory, I beg to refer to a despatch from the Foreign Office, dated 20th March, 1861, to 
Governor Hill, read to me after its receipt at Sierra Leone, in which Her Majesty's Government distinctly deny 
having recognized the sovereignty of Liberia over the Gallinas, and blame the Commander of the “ Quail” for 
having seized and carried off two British vessels for trading in a part of the coast which has been held by British 
authority to belong to independent Chiefs. 

In conclusion, 1 would respectfully state that I look forward with considerable confidence for their Lordships’ 
approval of my conduct in this matter. I acted on this occasion to the best of my judgment and ability; and if, 
in their Lordships’ opinion, I have erred, I can only here express my deep regret for the same. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) F. H. SMITH. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 140. 
Lieutenant Martin to Commander Smith. 


Sir, “Torch,” Sierra Leone, November 30, 1861. 

IN compliance with your instructions, cailing upon me to give you a full and detailed account of all the 
circumstances connected with the burning of the ish slave-schooner in the Gallinas River, on the 14th June 
last, I have the honour to inform you that after landing and hauling the boats across the beach into a branch of 
the river, I proceeded for the vessel, which was concealed by bushes, and on sighting her I observed that she was 
flying Liberian colours. 

On our arrival on board, I found her in charge of a party from the “ Quail,” the person in charge having no 
uniform on, and the men were nearly all intoxicated, and apparently under no restraint. I then opened the hatches, 
and examined the hold, and being satisfied that the vessel was engaged in the Slave Trade, I pointed out to this 
person that the Liberians had no Treaty with be for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and that as the 
Gallinas was not within the Liberian territory they had no right to seize the vessel, to which he assented, and 
would have had his colours hauled down, but the crew were too drunk to do so; I then, with his consent, hauled 
down the Liberian ie ci se the English ensign, and took charge of the schooner. 

With regard to their being examined, only stores belonging to the vessel, which had been purloined by 
them, were taken away; neither were they prevented from going tose to sleep, except in the cabin where the 
arms and ammunition were kept. I and the boatswain slept on the upper deck from choice, as it was hot 
below ; nor were they landed until after the Liberian Government schooner “Quail” had anchored outside the 
bar, and had communicated twice with them, and when the burning of the vessel rendered it absolutely 
necessary. 

They then took the vessel’s boat and provisions sufficient for a fortnight, with old canvas for a tent. 

Having destroyed the vessel, I returned on board. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) T. J. MARTIN, 





Inclosure 3 in No. 140. 
Mr. Lewis to Commander Smith. 


Sir, rap ox gees of State, Monrovia, October 18, 186}. 

THE President has directed me to convey to you his high appreciation of the]communication which you 
made to him to-day from his Excellency the Governor of Sierra me, and to express to you the satisfaction 
he received from the conversation he had with you on the occasion of your visit. 

The President is fully sensible of the importance which is to be attached to the interest manifested by 
his Excellency the Governor for the welfare of Liberia; and he has directed me to transmit to you, for the 
information of his Excellency, copies of depositions and other documents referring to the extraordinary aggres- 
sion made in this port upon the Liberian Government schooner “Quail,” by the Spanish war-steamer, on the 
morning of the of Septem! er. These documents are marked A, B, C, D. 

From the manner in which the Spanish authorities have already acted towards Liberia, the President justly 
feels apprehensive of further aggression from that source: and he has instructed me to request you to 
communicate with his Excellency the Governor, and to convey the wish of the President of Liberia, that his 
Excellency would cause one of Her Majesty’s ships of war to proceed to, and remain at or in the vicinity 
of, this port, so long as it may be necessary for the purpose of using its interference in preventing a repetition 
of the aggression. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. N. LEWIS. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 140. 


Declaration respecting the Colours of a Spanish Slaver in the Gallinas River not being hoisted on 
June 138, 1861. 
“ Torch,” Sierra Leone, November 30, 186). 
WE, the undersigned officers, having been on deck, doing duty in our respective callings, on the morning 
of June 13, 1861, do hereby positively declare that no. colours were shown from the Spanish slaver inside 
the Gallinas River, on the occasion of the “ Torch” passing the entrance of that river, on the afore-mentioned 


morning. 
. (Signed) T. J. MARTIN, Lieutenant. 
WM. T..CUNNINGHAM, 2nd Master. 
JOSEPH PENDENIS, Acting Boatswam. 


I can also personally declare to the truth of the above statement, having been constantly on deck during 
the morning, watching this vessel very attentively. 
cbt: (Signed) T. H. SMITH, Commander. 
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No. 141. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” at Sierra Leone, January 20, 1862. 

I AM happy to be able to report, for the information of my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, that all was quiet at Lagos on the 9th instant, though 
the state of affairs could not be called satisfactory. 

On the Ist of January an ineffectual attempt was made to set fire to the town, 
and the natives taking advantage (as mentioned in my former letter) of the sickly 
state of the “ Prometheus,” showed their feeling of hostility to us in various ways. 
Commander Bedingfeld, therefore, seeing that he was perfectly powerless to render 
any assistance to the Acting Governor in supporting his authority, determined to 
invite (with his Excellency’s approval) a very influential and friendly Chief (Caboceer 
Tappa) to pay him a visit, which he did with an armed escort of sixty men. This 
had the best effect; the altered and respectful demeanour of the ex-King and natives 
becoming at once apparent. The Chief departed, after a stay of twelve days in 
Lagos, leaving the best impression behind him. ; 

As the troops (107 officers and men) sent down from the Gambia will arrive at 
Lagos on the 2Ist instant by the mail-steamer, the “Falcon” being otherwise 
engaged, I earnestly hope that all cause of anxiety with regard to the safety of 
Lagos will now be removed ; but I cannot too strongly bring to the notice of their 
Lordships that if this newly acquired territory has been preserved to us without 
bloodshed, it has been only by the excellent arrangements and unceasing exertions 
of Commander Bedingfeld, of whose zealous conduct and valuable services during a 
very trying time, it is impossible to speak too highly. 

The “ Prometheus’” bottom, I fear, is in a most defective state, the worms 
having in some parts eaten through the wood, I have ordered her to meet me at 
Fernando Po about the end of next month, when 1| will carry out the instruc- 
tions contained in their Lordships’ letter of the 16th ultimo. Her crew are 
recovering from the weakening effects of fever very slowly; but I am thankful to 
say no fatal cases have occurred since my last report, although there is scarcely an 
officer or man who has not been Jaid up. 

The “ Handy” arrived at this anchorage on the 14th instant, and is at present 
undergoing certain improvements for the purpose of getting at her bilges more 
easily, and also making good the defects of her tubes. She is to sail on the 23rd 
for Lagos. 

Mr. Freeman, the Governor of Lagos, came out by the last mail. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





No. 142. 
Commander Wratislaw to Commodore Edmonstone. 


“ Ranger,” at Sea, Lat. 6° 53’ S., Long. 12° 5’ E., 
Sir, January 2, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that yesterday, Ist instant, when cruizing 
between Ambrizette and the River Congo, Mangue Grande bearing at noon 
north 79, east 61 miles, at 1:30 p.m. I observed and chased a schooner, which vessel 
I came up with at 6°20 p.m., and found her without name, papers, or colours, but 
with about 500 slaves on board. I therefore took possession, and despatched her 
the same night to St. Helena, under charge of Mr. Warren, Second Master, and eight 
men, with orders to place her in the Vice-Admiralty Court for adjudication. 

The slaves had been on board two days, but I was unable to ascertain where 
they were shipped, or any information respecting the vessel. 

I presume from where I captured her the negroes were taken on board at the 
same place as the “ Syms,” captured on the 29th October last. 

Inclosed is a copy of the Report of examination of the vessel, and health of the 
crew, 

-I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. R. WRATISLAW. 
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Inclosure in No. 142. 


Messrs. Keenan and Santo to Commander Wratislaw. 

Sir, “ Ranger,” at Sea, January 2, 1862. 
HAVING been on board the schooner, name unknown, containing about 500 slaves, and captured yesterday 
afternoon, we have the honour to report to you that we consider the slaves particularly healthy, and the vessel weil 

found in everything necessary for them, and that the schooner is sufficiently roomy to convey them to St. Helena. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) C. KEENAN, Assistant Surgeon. 
GEO. SANTO, Gunner, 3rd Class. 





No. 143. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ** Arrogant,” Fernando Po, February 26, 1862. 
IN compliance with the instructions contained in your letter of the 12th of 
November last, addressed to Admiral Sir Baldwin Walker, K.C.B., respecting the 
seizure of a native trader, and his arbitrary imprisonment by a British trader, on 
board an English ship in the River Bonny, I have the honour to report, for the 
information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that [ despatched a vessel 
up that river for the purpose of inquiring into the circumstance. And now beg to 
inclose a statement concerning the arrest of the said trader, which statement was 
made in the presence of Commander Perry, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Griffon,” 
by the gentlemen composing the Court of Equity in the Bonny. 
; I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure in No. 143. 


Statement of the Chairman and Members composing the Court concerning the alleged Arrest and Imprisonment 
tn irons of a Native Trader named O' Curry Dappa. 


ABOUT January 1859, a native Bonny trader named O'Curry Dappa, incurred of Captain James Straw, 
commanding the ship “ Charles Horsfall,” a debt of 55 puncheons of palm oil, principally oil lent from the ship's 
deck, to pay his (O’Curry Dappa’s) debts. O'Curry Dappa then deserted the ship for two years, when three Bonny 
Chiefs, Inducia, Toby, and Jaga, guaranteed the payment of the debt to Captain Straw ; six months then elapsed 
without the debt being recovered, when the three Chiefs requested Captain Straw to lend them assistance to arrest 
and confine the debtor O’Curry Dappa, as they believed he had no intention of paying the debt. He was conse- 
quently arrested by the three Chiefs, taken by them to Captain Straw’s boat in charge of the first mate of the 
“Charles Horsfall,” placed on board the “ Charles Horsfall”’ in one of the State cabins, with every liberty of 
seeing his friends, and fed from the Captain's table. 

After his having been detained on board for three days, Allolly Pepple requested Captain Straw to liberate 
him, which was immediately done on Allolly Pepple giving his additional guarantee for the payment of the debt. 

During O’Curry Dappa’s confinement on board the “Charles Horsfall” he was on no occasion placed 
in irons. 

The debt has not yet been paid. 

(Signed) J. L. PERRY, Commander. 

“ Princess Royal,” off Bonny Town, February 12, 1862. 





No. 144. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” Fernando Po, March 3, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you a letter dated 22nd February last, 
which I have received from Commander Perry, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“ Griffon,” relative to the measures set on foot, in consequence of the recent antici- 
pated hostilities with America, for organizing a force amongst the European traders 
in the River Bonny, with a view of protecting themselves against any attack that 
might be made by privateers. . 

As, happily, at present there is no likelihood of war, these preparations are of 
course unnecessary on that account ; but I certainly think, and would most strongly 
advise, that our traders in the African rivers generally, where so much capital is 
employed, should organize such a force as Commander Perry shows could be done 
in the Bonny. 

Cuass A. 3A 
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If this were carried out in a proper manner, fam confident that it would not 
only add to the security of the property of our merchants, but by its moral effect on 
the natives tend greatly to preserve peace and order in 


in the palm-oil rivers. 
T have, &c. : 
(Signed) Ww. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure in No. 144, 
Commander Perry to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, 3 . Griffon,” at Fernando Po, February 22, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that at 1 p.m. of February 13, having Major Burton and the members 
of the Court of Equity on board, I proceeded in Her Majesty's ship under my command from the anchorage off 
Bonny Town down the river to inspect the entrance, in order to determine whether any batteries could be erected 
there to protect the shipping. I imagine that if a could be placed un Breaker Island, and another on 
Rough Corner, the distance between which being full two miles, a converging fire might prevent any small 
vessel from entering, but on landing at Breaker Island we found the whole of the ground a loose shifting 
sand, rendering it quite impossible to form any foundation for a battery. 

We then went over to Rough Corner, where the Court of Equity had already built two houses, at the 
expense of 5U/., for sheltering the men they were about to employ in ing a battery there. 

We found the ground at Rough Corner little better than that at Breaker Island. Moreover, as vessels 
might pass up the river close to Breaker Island at a distance of at least a mile and three-quarters from 
Rough Corner, we decided that it would be quite useless to place any batteries. 

There are generally eight or ten large ships belonging to Messrs, Horsfall lying in the river, and there 
are about 600 available white men, and fully 1,000 kroomen, in the Bonny River. They have guns, rifles, and 
ammunition. I therefore, in conjunction with Her Majesty’s Consul, advised the Court of Equity as follows, 
VvizZi— 

Ist. That they should shift the buoys marking the passage up the river. 

2nd. That they should prevent any pilot going down the river without a certificate from the Court of 
Equity, which they stated they were able to do. 

3rd. That they arm each ship with what cannon they have, until their rifled cannon (now sent for) 
comes out. 

4th. That they arm the white men and trustworthy kroomen with rifles, cutlasses, &c., and place the 
whole under the command of one of the Captains to be elected by the Court of Equity, and so organize a 
system of defence. 

“As they have rifled cannon coming out, I advised them writing at once for some men who can instruct 
them in the drill. 

I consider that with the means of defence in their possession they ought to be fully able to defend 
themselves from any privateers that might attack them. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. L. PERRY. 





No. 145. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” Fernando Po, March 8, 1862. 

IN transmitting the inclosed copy of a letter dated the 25th ultimo, addressed 
to me by Captain Burton, Her Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po, requesting that 
I would place a sufficient force at his disposal to punish Dick Merchant, a petty 
Chief in the Bimbia River, for an outrage committed towards Her Majesty’s Consul 
and the Commander of the “Griffon,” as detailed in Commander Perry’s letter of 
proceedings to me, which | here beg to annex, I have the honour to report, for your 
information, that I at once detached the “ Arrogant’s” barge and a cutter, manned 
and armed, under the command of Lieutenant Hereford, of this ship, and issued the 
necessary directions for the “ Griffon” to proceed to the Bimbia with the Consul, 
accompanied by the two boats already mentioned, for the purpose of demanding 
an immediate apology. and inflicting a fine, for the outrage referred to, with orders 
to destroy Dick Merchant’s town in the event of a refusal to comply with these 
terms. 

The expedition started on the morning of the 27th ultimo, and J am happy to’ 
say was most successful in arranging matters peaceably, the fine being paid 
immediately by the natives, who seemed very sorry for what had taken place, 

The “ Griffon’s” proceedings on this occasion will be found on referring to 
Inclosures Nos. 3 and 4; and it is with much pleasure that I have to express 
my satisfaction at the very able manner in which Commander Perry has carried 
out this duty. 

Trusting the same will meet with your approval, I have, &c. 

“Bigned) W. EDMONSTONE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 145, 
Coneul Burton te Commodore Edeonstone. 


Sir, Fernando Po, February 25, 1862. 
1 HAVE the honour to yi your notice the following circumstances :— , wie 
_ On the 18th of this month I visited the town of a petty Chief of Bimbia, named Dick Merchant. My 
object was to warn him that the outrages upon the missionaries stationed at Victoria must cease. 
The Chief refused to meet me, and when Commander Perry, of Her Majesty's ship “Griffon,” went at my 
* request to summon him. his people, about 200 in number, armed themselves, and compelled us to re-embark. 
I venture to request that you will place at my disposal a force sufficient to punish the authors of this 


outrage, and I have, &c. 
(Signed) RICHD. F. BURTON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 145. 
Commander Perry to Commodore Edmonatone. 


Sir, “ Griffon,” Fernando Po, February 24, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 18th February Her Majesty's ship under my command being 
at anchor off the River Bimbia, I proceeded in the whaler with Major Burton, Her Majesty's Consul at Fernando 
Po, to King William’s Town, the Consul wishing to hold a palaver with King William. 

Mr. Richards, Gunner. of this ship, accompanied me in the second whaler. 

On reaching King William’s Town, I sent Mr. Richards, with orders to find Dick Merchant, Chief of 
Massin Town, and request him to come round toe King William's Town to meet Her Majesty's Consul. 

After waiting about two hours, I went round to Massin Town, where we found Mr. Richards, who reported 
to me that Dick Merchant had no intention of meeting the Consul. 

We then landed, proceeded to the palaver tree, and again sent messages to the Chief, Dick Merchant. 
requesting him to meet the Consul at the palaver tree. 

In about ten minutes the messenger returned, bringing an answer from Dick Merchant that he positively 
refused to come down. 

Major Burton then told me that it was very important to see the Chief to hold a palaver. I therefore went 
with Mr. Richards and four men to try and persuade the Chief to hold a palaver. 

On arriving at the town the war-gong was sounded, and the whole of the fighting men, numbering over 
200, turned out fully armed, and in their war-paint; the “ ju-ju” grass was passed round, and we were at once 
surrounded and threatened with instant attack. 1 then saw that the only way for us to get clear to the boats was by 
seizing the Chief, which I did at once, warning him that if his people attacked us I should shoot him instantly, 
by which means we reached the boats, when I released the Chief. and shoved off from the beach. 

While getting into the boats, the natives commenced throwing heavy stones, &c. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. L. PERRY. 
Inclosure 3 in No. 145. 
Commander Perry to Commodore Edmonstone. 
Sir, “ Griffon,” at Fernando Po, February 28, 1862. 


I HAVE the honour to report that Her Majesty’s ship under my command arrived off the Bimbia River at 
5 p.M. of the 27th instant. 

I then sent the first cutter in charge of Mr. Bigley (Second Master) to Victoria to request Mr. Saker, the 
missionary, to come ou board ; also to inquire if any news had arrived of Mr. Mann, the naturalist. 

At 8 p.M., cutter returned, bringing Mr. Pinnock, one of the African members of the Cameroons Mission. 
Mr. Bigley also reported that Mr. Saker had left for the Cameroons, and that Mr. Mann had safely descended 
the Cameroon Mountain, and had gone to Cameroons. 

At 5 p.m of this day I left the ship in first whaler, with Major Burton, accompanied by the “ Arrogant’s ” 
pinnace, in command of Lieutenant Hereford, the “ Arrogant’s” cutter in charge of Lieutenant Huntley, the first 
and second cutters and second whaler of this ship in charge of Lieutenant Acklom and Mr. Richards (gunner) ; 
we arrived off Massin Town at 8 a.M., having off Dick William’s Town picked up Mr. Wilson, an African member 
of the Cameroons Mission. | 

On arriving off the town, I disposed my force as follows :— 

“ Arrogant’s” pinnace, Lieutenant Hereford in command, right hand back of the town ; 

“ Arrogant’s” cutter, with 24-pounder rocket, Lieutenant Huntley, 400 yards off right part of tower ; 

“ Griffon's ” first.and second cutters, with rockets, Lieutenant Acklom in command, left hand part of tower. 

I then sent Mr. Jobnson in a canoe (with a flag of truce) on shore, aig him myself in first whaler, with 
Major Burton, accompanied by Mr, Richards geonen) ; Mesers. Matthews and Pinnock in second whaler. 

On landing we proceeded at once to the palaver-tree, where we found Dick Merchant and his Chiefs. We told 
him; in-the first place, we required an ample apology for the insult offered to us on the 18th February, 1862. 

Secondly. k solemn promise not.in avy way to molest the Mission at Victoria. : 

Thirdly. That he should pay back to the Mission the number of goats, bullocks, &c., uis people had stolen 
from the Mission. 

Fourthly. We inflicted a fine of two builocks and seven goats for the insolence of his people. : 

Dick Merchant and his Chiefs acceded to the terms, a copy of which (signed) I have the honour to inclose. 

We then warned Dick Merchant of the severe punishment that would be inflicted upon him should he at any 
time break his engagements. After which I retired with all my force. 
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On leaving the Bay I fired the rockets and howitzer to show the people the kind of force we held at our 
disposal, which, I believe, had a most salutary effect. 
At 3°30 regained the “ Griffon,” and proceeded under steam for Fernando Po. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. L. PERRY. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 145. 
Engagement. 


MOKUNDO, popularly knewn as Dick Merchant, Chief of the Dickolo Town, Bimbia River, and four of 
his principal Chiefs, consented on the 28th February, 1862, to the following four Articles, proposed to them at 
their town of Dickolo by Richard Francis Burton, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul for the Bights of Biafra and 
Fernando Po :— 


ARTICLE I. 


Dick Merchant and his Chiefs hereby agree to abstain from the outrages lately committed on the 
missionaries. 


ARTICLE II. 


Dick Merchant and his Chiefs hereby agree to pay, within a reasonable time, the bullocks, sheep, goats, &c., 
tolen from the missionaries. 


ARTICLE III. 


Dick Merchant and his Chiefs agree to make the most ample apology for the insult offered to us. 


ARTICLE IV. 


Dick Merchant and his Chiefs agree to pay a fine of twelve goats, or an equivalent, to be paid within 
an hour. 
(Signed) RICHD F. BURTON, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Fernande Po. 
J. L. PERRY, Commander, Her Majesty's ship “ Griffon.” 
DICK MERCHANT. 
YOUNG MERCHANT, 
SAMPSON DICK, Chi. 
SCOTT DICK, ifs. 
GEORGE DICK, 





Inclosure 5 in No. 145. 


Consul Burton to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Griffon,” February 28, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to return my best thanks to you for the promptness with which you placed at my 
disposal a thoroughly efficient force to punish the petty Chief Dick Merchant of Bimbia River. 

This morning, preceded by Messrs. Johnson and Wilson, African members of the Cameroon Mission, and 
accompanied by Commander Perry, of Her Majesty's “ Griffon,” Mr. Richards, Gunner of Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Griffon,” Mr. Pinnock, a native missionary, Mr. Matthews, of Fernando Po, and the crews of the first and 
second whalers, I landed at Dick Merchant’s Town. ‘The Chief met me under the palaver-tree, knelt when I 
refused to shake hands, and unhesitatingly agreed to sign Articles of which a copy has been forwarded to you by 
Commander Perry. 

Once more expressing my gratitude to you for this timely assistance, and my admiration of the way in which 
the duty was carried out by the officers and men of Her Majesty’s ships “ Arrogant ” and “ Griffon,” I have, &c. 


(Signed) RICHD. F. BURTON. 





No. 146. 
Commodore Edmonstoné to the Secretary to the Admiraltu. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” Fernando Po, March 3, 1862. 

" WITH reference to your letter dated the 30th May last directing me to 
carry out the wishes of his Grace the Duke of Newcastle, and endeavour to make 
peace between Little Popoe and Aghwey people who are at war with one another, 
] have the honour to transmit herewith, for the information of my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, copies of reports of proceedings, &c., which I have received 
from Lieutenant Dolben, late in temporary command of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel 
“‘ Bloodhound,” who was employed on that duty. 

1 am quite of Commander Bedingfeld’s opinion, as expressed in his letter to 
me of the 26th November last, of which Inclosure No. 1 is a copy, that both those 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. , 185 


towns are inhabited by a lawless and slave-dealing population, who immediately 
they are in want of slaves enter into hostilities vith one another, and I do not 
believe that the people of Little Popoe deserve any more consideration at our hands 
than the Aghwey people ; in fact, it would appear from Lieutenant Dolben’s report 
that the latter, if anything, need protection from the former. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE 








Inclosure 1 in No. 146. 
Commander Bedingfeld to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Prometheus,” Lagos, November 26, 1861. 

_ I HAVE the honour to return the correspondence relating to Little Popoe, and also the report of 
ih ga Dolben, Her Majesty’s ship “ Bloodhound,” who was sent there, as I could not leave this place 
myself. 

You will see that he found the people actually wanting protection were those of Aghwey, but Lieutenant 
Dolben had no orders to offer it to them, which he states in his letter of proceedings he has done; and as they 
have signed the inclosed Agreement, they have already asked for it against the Popoes, who, when called upon, 
refused to sign any agreement whatever for peace, and scorned the offer for protection. 

The facts are just these : both the places are inhabited by a lawless set of slave-dealing vagabonds, who are 
constantly at war when they want slaves; at one time Popoe, and at another time Aghwey has the advantage, 
and both are actually under the sway of Dahomey. Little can be done there until energetic measures are carried 
out from this place along the Lagoon, so as to cripple Dahomey, and stop the export of slaves, when these petty 
villages will settle down to peaceful occupations. . 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) NORMAN B. BEDINGFELD. 





Inclosure 2-in No. 146. 
Lieutenant Dolben to Commodore Edmonstone. 


’ “« Bloodhound,” Cape Coast Castle, October 18, 1861. 
I HAVE to inform you that in obedience of orders of Commander Bedingfeld, Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Prometheus,” Senior Officer of the Bights Division, I left Lagos roads on the 12th instant for Aghwey, to 
endeavour to make peace between that village and Little Popve, according to the wishes of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. 
On landing at Aghwey I saw the man who is designated as Queen Koomie, who appears to be the Chief 
there ; also the other Chiefs. 
I told them what I had come for, and after about two hours’ palaver they signed the inclosed Treaty for peace 
* with the people of Little Popoe ; at the same time they assure me, and from my own observations from the fact of the 
village being entrenched, and there being a great many bodies outside those trenches, I was convinced that they 
were not the aggressors. I also heard that at Little Popoe there was a man of the name of Pedro Kodgo, a 
Portuguese mulatto, who had been turned out of Aghwey by the natives; that he commanded the war parties and 
had great influence with the people of Little Popoe. I proceeded to that place, landed, and sent for the Chiefs, 
afterwards also for Kodgo, as I found that the Chiefs would do nothing without his opinion. The first question 
’ Lasked was if they acknowledged Lawson as rightful King, which they answered in the affirmative. I then told 
them that he had asked for English protection for his village, and that if they would sign a paper which I read to 
them (similar to that signed by the people of Aghwey), that they would be under our protection as long as they 
kept peace. I had not told them that the Aghwey Chiefs had signed, so they said that I must get them to sign a 
Treaty first. I then told them that I had one signed on board by them. At last after some palaver amongst 
themselves, they said that Lawson did not do right in writing to England without consulting them first; that they 
could look after themselves, and did not want peace. 7 

They had a regular camp outside with about 500 men in it, commanded by Pedro Kodgo, and they were 
about to make another attack on Aghwey. I should think it very probable that if Lawson returns he will meet 
with a similar reception as King Pepple did in the Bonny; I believe that the Chiefs would acknowledge him, but 
that Kodgo has so much authority (which of course he would partially if not entirely lose by Lawson's return) 
that he will never allow him to land if he can help it. I think myself that the Aghwey people require and would 
be glad of any protection (if we could give it). , 

They do carry on the Slave T. ade there, but from the fact of their pressing me to ask Government to send 
them somebody to trade with them, that masters of vessels were afraid to come on shore on account of the war, 
but that if they had a white trader in the place they had plenty of trade to make. I believe that by encouraging 
legal trade there, a stop must be put on the Slave ‘rade, or at any rate a check. I omitted to state before that 
trom the statements of the Chiefs of Little Popoe from those of Pedro Kodgo, and of a Dutch trader there, 
besides from what I heard in the first place from the canoe men as I was going on shore, I discovered that King 
Dahomey is on very good terins with them, and that there is frequent communication between that place and Little 
Popoe. Several bags of cowries were sent down to Kodgo some little time ago. Kocgo stated that they were in 
return for goods that the Dahomey people stole from him when they had war with Little Popoe Lawson speaks 
about human sacrifices ; he has some right to do that, as only a short time ago a man was caught at Little Popoe 
poisoning the wells. ‘The Chiefs cut a piece of flesh out of his shoulder, cooked it, and then made him eat it; then 
they burnt him. ; 

“I hope the above account will give you an idea of the state of affairs here, and that I have done what I could ; 
one thing must be remembered, that in landing at these places you are wholly in the power of the natives, as you 
must be dependent upon them for getting off again. 

Even now, which is the best time of the year, no ship’s boats can land. 


Sir. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. D. M. DOLBEN. 


Crass A, 3B 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 146. 


Agreement. 
Aghwey, October 14, 1861. 
I PROMISE to fight no more with the people of Little Popoe, except, suppose they come attack my town, 
then I drive them away ; no more. Suppose they make peace palaver, I make pervs palaver. 
(Signed) CHIEF QUACHIE, his > mark. 
CHIEF LARTURY, his >< mark. 
CHIEF PHILIP, his >< mark. 
MRS. ILLEWAY, his > mark. 
CHIEF DADOREY, his * mark. 
Witnesses : QUEEN KOOMIE, his > mark. 
(Signed) A. D. M. Dosen, Lieutenant and Commander. 
J. W. James, Assistant Surgeon. 
F. W. Hampsuire, Engineer in charge. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 146. 


Lieutenant Dolben to the Chiefs of Aghwey. 


“ Bloodhound,” Aghwey, October 14, 1861. 
WHEREAS you have signed a statement before me this day that you will act no more on the aggressive 
towards the inhabitants of Little Popoe, you are hereby informed that the same statement will be required from 
the people of Little Popoe towards you; and if either party commence hostilities again, they will have to stand 


the consequences from Her Britannic Majesty’s Government for breach of Treaty. 
(Signed) W. D. M. DOLBEN. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 146, 
Lieutenant Dolben to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Bloodhound,” at Sea, November 16, 1861, Aghwey N.E. 3 N. 3 miles. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, having received intelligence at Accra that Mr. Lawson had gone to 
Little Popoe from Sierra Leone, wishing, if possible, to carry out further your instructions in Memorandum dated 
“ Arrogant,” St. Paul de Loanda, August 20, 1861, with reference to making peace between Aghwey and Little 
Popoe, on the arrival of the ship under my command at Qella Coffer, I proceeded in the cutter to Little Popoe. 
When I landed there I found that Mr. Lawson had not come, but a messenger from him, Mr. Jackson, with a 
copy of the petition from Mr. Lawson to his Grace the Duke of Newcastle. I saw M. Hausek, a Dutch trader, 
who when I was there before, was kind enough to let me have the palaver in his house. He informed me that 
the Chiefs, since the arrival of Mr. Jackson, were very much dissatisfied with what I had done, or, rather, kad not 
done, when I was there before. As he, Mr. Jackson, had read the petition to the Chiefs, and had read a certain 
part of the end, thus, “that Her Majesty’s Government will be graciously pleased to grant their protection to his 
countrymen against those Chiefs who endeavour, if possible, to destroy them, and dispossess them of their 


country.” 

This they suppose I ought to have done. M. Hausek told them the contrary, but they would not believe it. 
He also told me that the Chiefs had then said that they would have war, and that even if the English burnt their 
town, they would go into the bush and fight the Aghwey people. I had not time that evening to have a palaver, 
and after the way the Chiefs had behaved, I would not wait to see them the next day, so I told Mr. Lawson, in 
the employ of Mr. Hausek (the King’s cousin), to tell the Chiefs what was re written in the petition. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) W. D. M. DOLBEN. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 146. 
The Chiefs of Aghwey to Lieutenant Dolben. 


WE beg the favour to write these few lines to the Consul to know what's been happened to us. On the 19th 
instant of October, the Her Majesty’s ship “ Bloodhoun,” Lieutenant and Commander, they come in here to let 
us sign the Treaty, that we may not take war to Little Popoe. We told him plainly that we will not do any 
more war. But when Little Popoe people try and come with war, then we shall fight with them too, and the 
account of the Queen’s name we did sign the Treaty. And now Pedro Cordgue send to shoot one of our King’s 
brothers, Escopol Poorfellow, travelling from Cordah to some village Badubay. So we write to Counsel to tnink 
about this case, as we are under the English, we will)never refuse what English men of war, we tell us. We will 
always believe their will tell us. 

We are, Kc. 
(Signed) CABOCIAN HOOMIE, S. Mayesty. 

The Chiefs sign— 

EGGOO, his *< mark. 

OBARGA, his > mark. 
QUASHEE, for OROSO, his > mark. 
ILLAINEE, his > mark. 

TARTUS SAITUE, his * mark. 
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No. 147. 
Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone. 


“Torch,” at Sea, Lat. 6° 47’ S., Long. 11° 50’ E., 

r March 4, 1862. 
_ 1 HAVE the honour to report to you that I this day chased and captured a 
brig fully equipped for the Slave Trade, but no slaves were on board: name and 
nationality unknown. 

I believe this vessel was of Spanish build, and touched at Lisbon last, 
=, aad to have shipped her slaves (650) at Mangue Grande, latitude 6° 47’ 
south, 


- a blank gun being fired to enforce colours, the French ensign was 
1oisted. 

On getting within hail, I hailed to say I wished to send a boat on board. 
Accordingly, Lieutenant Martin and Mr. Cunningham, Master, proceeded to visit 
the vessel, agreeable to the instructions contained in section 5, page 12 of the 
General Instructions for the Suppression of the Slave Trade, but. before they got 
alongside the French flag was hauled down and thrown overboard. 

o other colours or pare were found on board, and I dispatched her at 
1 p.m. the same day, with Lieutenant Martin in charge, to St. Helena, for adjudi- 
cation. 

The seizure of this vessel was not brought about by any information received 
from the Foreign Office. 


Sir 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. H. SMITH. 





No. 148. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” off Lagos, April 8, 1862. 

WITH reference to your letter dated 23rd January last, respecting a shipment 
of slaves having recently taking place at Whydah, and the increase of the Slave 
Trade in these Bights, having called upon Commander Bedingfeld, of Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop “ Prometheus,” the late Senior Officer of the Bights Division, to furnish 
me with any information on the subject in his power, knowing very well if the ship- 
ment had taken place it would certainly be public at Lagos; I have the honour to 
forward that officer’s reply, dated the 12th ultimo, for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, and regret to say that the intelligence furnished 
by Her Majesty’s Consul at Rotterdam appears to be only too true; and If believe 
that the Slave Trade, from various causes, has increased on the seaboard of 
Dahomey’s territory. 

I, however, do not concur with Commander Bedingfeld’s suggestions about 
lagoon cruizing at all, but am firmly convinced we might materially check these 
successful shipments, if six efficient vessels were placed in the Bights, and stationed 
as follows :— 

One to visit Lagos occasionally, and perform the duties of Senior Officer of the 
Division ; 

One to be stationed actually off Whydah, putting into that port every day ; 

One to cruize twenty miles on either side of Whydah as requisite ; 

Two to be stationed, one to the northward, and the other to the southward of 
Whydah, beyond the forty miles of coast allotted to the former vessel ; 

And one to answer the requisitions of Governors and Consuls (which are very 
numerous), and occasionally to visit the palm-oil rivers. 

I do not think the Slave Trade from Dahomey’s country will ever be we ite 
so long as there is a demand, unless we enter into hostilities against him by land, 
and actually occupy his country in the same manner as on the Gold Coast. 

On my visit to Whydah only a few days ago, I found the Beach Town to be a 
much more considerable place than it is generally believed to be, and it has a fort, 
now partly in ruins. If at any future time it is the intention of Her Majesty's 
Government to proceed — Dahomey, I am convinced the possession of this 
town, with an adequate military force stationed there, similar to that at Cape Coast 
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Castle, would be of the utmost importance, and in itself place a very wholesome 
restraint on the Slave Trade. ' 

* In conclusion, Iam sorry to add, that while at Whydah I heard of a very 
large shipment having taken place only a few days before in a screw steamer flying 
French colours. This is in all probability the ‘“‘ No¢ Dacqui,” so often mentioned on 
the Suspected List, but I did not see any suspicious geuniyy ayia 

ve, &c. 


ave, 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure in No. 148. 
Commander Redingfeld to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, ** Prometheus,” » March 12, 1862. 

IN reply to your Memorandum of the 1)th of February, 1862, from Sierra Leone, ig me to report to 
you my opinion as to the increase of the Slave Trade in the Bights, I have the honour to inform you that the only 
vessels that I have information of having shipped, all of them at or near Whydah, are the “ African,” in July last, 
“ Thos. Acorn,” in December, and “ Seaman,” this last month; the cutter “‘ Porto Novo” was also reported to 
have shipped, but she was afterwards boarded empty, and she i» under a heavy bond in the Brazils. 

The three former vessels were under American colours, and there being no Amcrican man-of-war on the 
coast, and the orders being so positive not to molest tnem, render it next to impossible to prevent their shipping, 
as they keep their paper and flag to the last. 

Other ships may have got away with perfect impunity, as, owing to the cession of Lagos and the non-arrival 
of the troops, t was obliged to keep a vessel almost constantly outside. The “ Antelope” had to go away with the 
sick; the chance of an American war also obliged me to keep one vessel near the large palm-oil rivers, and in 
occasional communication with the Consul at Fernando Po; so that Whydah has frequently and unavoidably been 
left unwatched, and the shippers have the very best information of the movements of the men-of-war from their 
friends here. The “ Seaman” actually remained here for orders. 

I regret to say, therefore, that the trade has increased, and likely to increase still further, as Dahomey has 
just been on a slave-hunt, and has captured a large town called Meeco, near Porto Novo. I am convinced that 
the cruizers can never put a stop to this. Means must be taken to act by lagoon against Whydah, to stop also the 
est a of slaves through Okendon, as well as to narrowly watch the lagoon with small light-draft steam- 
vessels. 

A well-organized Mosquito fleet in the lagoon, both this side and beyond Whydah, would do more in a few 
months than all the cruizers outside. 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) NORMAN BEDINGFELD. 





No. 149. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


My Lord, “* Arrogant,” off Lagos, April 8, 1862. 
REFERRING to your letter dated 4th December, 1861, respecting some land 
ranted to Senhor Flores, of St. Paul de Loanda, by the Government of Angola, I 
Taye the honour to inclose, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, a copy of a letter dated the 12th ultimo, on the subject, which I have 
received from Commander Raby, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Alecto,” late Senior 

Officer of the South Division. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure in No. 149. 
Commander Raby to. Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Alecto,” at Sea, March 12, 1862. 

IN accordance with your directions of the 26th February last, to forward you information erent com 
mines to the southward of Benguela, lately granted by the oy Government to Senhor F. A. Flores, 
brought before the notice of the Forei Office by Sir Henry Huntley, I have the honour to report that ladlsn 4 
heard a great deal about the richness of these mines, I determined to visit them, to ascertain personally the trut 
. ead asus 

at in October and made inquiries as to the position of Cino, and arrived at that place 

on the Ist November. ose ‘2 : ‘i 

M. J. J. Monteiro, the manager of the mines, is a accomplished gentleman, and hss received a first-rate 
English education ; has been his whole life in Roxtsid, died has thorough nglish ideas; he has a diploma from 
the Government School of Mines, and is a cor dent of Sir J. W. Houker's. 

' may add that Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty's ioner at St. Paul de Loanda, has known M. Monteiro for 
some years, and has the highest opinion of him. I accompanied him to the mines; they are situated about four 


! 
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miles from the beach, the road for the first three miles over a dead flat, at the termination of which the rocky 
commence, and rise so suddenly to the height of 400 feet, as to render the formation of an inclined plane and 
tramroad to the beach very easy. Once at the top of this hill, about three-quarters of a mile you toa 
hollow in the hills in which copper seemed to be in abundance, ing out on all sides, the whole 
surface A Sage one bed of ore, Although working with merely ps i and shovels, and native labour, 
M. Monteiro was obtaining and sending down to the beach about seven tons of copper ore daily, containing on tlhe 
average 25 per cent. of copper; and the ore was improving as he got further the surface. With proper 
machinery, and adequate means, I should think these mines would be of immense value. 
___. The whole tract of country conceded to Senhor F. A. Flores by the Portuguese Government, in that locality, 
is about nine square miles. Cino Bay is the bay described in the “ Directory ” as Loach, and famous, in former 
days, as a shipping place for slaves from Benguela. ’ 
aan great inconvenience is the utter absence of fuel and water, both requiring to be brought a considerable 
ce. 

_I think there can be no doubt that the mining operation of Senhor Francisco Flores is a bond Jide one. I 
consider that, in the first place, the extreme richness of the mines, the certainty of large profits without risk, and 
secondly, the respectability of M. J. J. Monteiro, who I feel confident would lend himself to no illegal business, are 
ample guarantees. Again, the superintendent of the whole business is a Senhor Craveiro Saper, a Lientenant in the 
Portuguese Royal Navy, and a son of the Naval Commandant of this station. The grant of land to Senhor Flores 
was published in the “ Boletim” in all proper form. 

By the last mail from Lisbon, six Cornish miners arrived from England to go to these mines, and a 
Senhor Guerredo, whose name has been mixed up with Senhor Flores in other transactions, is in England, buying 
the necessary machinery. 

I heard, on my last visit to St. Paul de Loanda, that Senhor Flores has received a fresh grant of land, to the 
same extent, some few miles inland of Benguela. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY RABY. 





No. 150. 
< Commander Beamish to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “Wrangler,” March 27, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Memorandum of the 
11th February last, in which, in pursuance of instructions from the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, you direct me to report categorically the name of my 
informant for the distinct assertion made in my letter of September 21, 1861, that 
“the lighter in question was received by her (the owner), being sent to her by 
Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda, from England.” 

I have the honour to state in reply, that to the best of my recollection and 
belief, my informant was Mr. Hores, the Agent of the Union Mercantile Company, 
to whom the ship “Odin” brought coals, and in which vessel the boat in question 
came from England. ; 

’ When the claim was made upon Her Majesty’s, Government for the loss of the 
lighter referred to, and a sum of about 200/. demanded, I very naturally looked 
about to me to inquire her probable value, antecedents, &c., and I was told she 
came out in the “Odin,” and that the freight was 601. ; also that her owner, Donna 
Maria Caetana, a coloured Portuguese woman, had received her through the friendly 
instrumentality of Mr. Gabriel, she herself having no agents to whom she could 
trust so important a matter as the purchase of a boat in England. 

Had not Mr. Gabriel been on September 10 not disposed to enter into the 
merits of the question, for the reason he states, and had he not in his letter of 
September 14 requested me to “settle the matter without further reference to him,” 
I should gladly have talked the matter over with him, but the letter referred to was 
such as completely to put it out of my power to have any communication with him. 
Failing, therefore, with the Coal Agent, I was compelled to state to you, Sir, what | 
thou ht was likely to lead to some clue as to the boat’s value, &c. 

Thave since been made aware that Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda 
knew what the boat cost. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. BEAMISH. 





No. 151. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
r, * Arrogant,” off Lagas, April 10, 1862. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 22nd March, 1861, directing me to render 
assistance to the Governor of Sierra Leone, to punish the petty Chief Jallorum Fernan- 
dez, residing in the Bramiah River, having received a requisition from soar gwd 
Crass A. , 


Si 


i 
i 
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dated the 11th February last on the subject, I have the honour to report, for the infor- 
mation of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that 1 ordered both the “Espoir” 
and “Flying Fish” on this service; and now beg to inclose a copy of Commander 
Douglas’ (Senior Officer) Report of proceedings in the matter, and to remark that, as it 
appears that sufficient reliance cannot be placed in the statements of African traders 
generally with regard to the losses or treatment they may experience from the 
natives, I think that Governors and others in authority should well inquire into the 
merits of the case before requesting the services of men-of-war. In this instance 
the “ Espoir’s”? men were exposed pulling upa river in boats, for a distance of 
100 miles, evidently without a sufficient cause. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure in No. 151. 
Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “« Expoir,” off Isles de Los, February 26, 1862. 

IN pursuance of your orders I left Sierra Leone on the 20th instant, in company with the *‘* Flying 
Kish,” for the mouth of the Debruka River. At noon of the 2lst proceeded into the river with seven boats 
from the two ships under mysell and Commander Anderson. 

2. The Bramiah River proved to be a branch of the Debruka: into it we turned a distance of fifteen miles 
from the ship. On the second day, after a further pull of thirty-five miles, entirely through the mangrove 
swamps, we at length reached the town of Kobeah, the residence of the King Jallorum Fernandez. It was 
situated on a slight hill at about half-a-mile from the river, the approach to it being over very rough aid broken 
ground. ‘The complainant, H. D. Macauley, was with me, and I was able to confront him with the people he had 
complained about. The result of the inquiry I reported fully to the Governor, and I think T cannot do better than 
quote it verbatim for your information. ‘ 

3. In compliance with instructions received, I proceeded to the town of Kobeah, to inquire into the alleged 
had conduct of the King Jailorum Fernandez, in detaining the property of a British (Sierra Leone) trader, by 
name Macaulay, before them. and heard their expianation. I will endeavour to state to you what I believe to be 
the facts of the case. 

4. In 1857 a trader, by name W. F. Macauley, brother to the complainant, died. He was at the time 
living with a woman of the name of Betty (a/ias Elizabeth Lawrence), who owned the greater part of the 
property and most of the slaves, some of whom are stated to have been liberated as far back as 1850. 

On the death of this man an inventory of the goods found was taken by the King’s brother, assisted by 
others. HI. W. Macauley was present, and refused to have the slaves inserted in the list, as part of property, as 
he would be liable to be punished if found holding slaves. 

5. Macauley inherited the property, and according to his own admission made no attempt to remove the 
slaves for six mouths, when, according to his own account, he tried to do so (this would be about the end of 1857) : 
the King would not permit him; this the King denies, stating the slaves belonged to the woman Betty, if to 
Macauley they would have been inserted in the list. This trader still carried on his business in the river, not it 
appears in the most honourable manner; on one occasion snapping a gun ata native: for this he was summoned 
before the King. His credit at length got so bad he could not get any one to repair his boat, so that when owing 
to his conduct he was warned out of the river, he could not go for want of boats. He frequently threatened the 
King with the presence of a man-of-war. At length he applies to the Governor of Sierra Leone, but not till 
1860, or three years after his brother’s death ; in consequence of which application he returned with a letter to 
Jallorum Fernandez, brought by a constable, the answer to which was that the King had never touched the 
property, and the slaves he knew nothing about. 

On going away after delivering this first letter from the Governor, Macauley took away a load of ground nuts, 
returning again with another letter from the Governor, and a constable (Davis). ‘The King surprised at a second 
letter, supposed it, from the man’s known character, to be a forgery, would have nothing to do with him or the 
Constable. 

6. On my arrival I found the property had not been touched; all was in the same condition, but one cow 
that had died. The woman Betty had gone to the Pongas, her native place, so I could get noinformation from her. 
A boy, by name Robert, a native of Sierra Leone, who had been left in charge of the property in dispute, could 
give no information about the slaves. 

7. The King stated he had not the slightest objection to Macauley removing his property when he pleased, 
the King engaging to protect him so doing, I engaging that he should not try to establish himself again as a 
trader in the Bramiah in opposition to the wishes of the King. 

8. With reference to the slaves I could do nothing, the statements being so very conflicting : neither 
Macauley or his late brother could, as British subjects, hold slayes; then, if the property of the mistress, what 
right had Macauley to emancipate them: though some of them are stated to have been liberated as far back as 
1850, it is only in 1860 we hear of their being detained against their will. 

Ae what I could gather some of them are gone to the Pongas with Betty, others are residing free about 
Bramiah, 

9. Before closing, I cannot but remark that 1 think the conduct of the man Macauley has been much to 
blame ; his statements to your Excellency have been most partial, and one, indeed, if not positively false. Such 
statements having been accepted as facts, have led to a boat expedition entailing a pull of 100 miles, and much 
exposure to the men. It has also had the effect of creating much ill-feeling and distrust of us amongst the natives. 
The King I found, personally, very civil, and willing to give me every information his power. He deserves 
some credit for the manner in which he has protected the property of the con.) \inant, notwithstanding the 
annoyance he has been put to on his account. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 


. 
nS 
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No. 152. 


Rear-Admiral Sir B.- Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty 
Sir, “* Narcissus,” Simon’s Bay, March 23, 1862. 
COMMODORE EDMONSTONE'’S Report on the Slave Trade on the West 
Coast of Africa, dated the 7th of November, 1861, has recently reached me, and a 
copy of it having already been forwarded to you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, by that officer, | have only to add the following 
remarks thereon. 

2. The above-mentioned Report embraces the period between the Ist January 
and 30th September, 1861, four months of which is prior to my assuming the 
command, and during the remaining time I have been prevented by a variety of 
circumstances from visiting that part of my station, so that these observations are 
gathered from letters received. 

3. Taking into consideration the several operations which have been performed 
by the squadron under the orders of Commodore Edmonstone, viz., the punishment 
of King Baddiboo in the River Gambia in February last; the proceedings at Lagos 
and the destruction of Porto Novo; the castigation of the natives in the River 
Congo for plundering and destroying the schooner ‘‘ Shark,” the property of a 
British subject; together with the various diversions of the cruizers, such as the 
“Archer,” withdrawn from sickness, the * Alecto,” disabled by breaking her inter- 
mediate shaft, “ Prometheus,” confined to Lagos from her defective state, the 
“ Espoir,” engaged in the River Niger, the “ Brune,” worn out, and one or two 
other vessels absent at Ascension or St. Helena recruiting health or refitting, it will 
be scen that, out of thirteen vessels, seldom more than eight have been at one time 
cruizing in direct suppression of the Slave Trade throughout that extensive 
division. I therefore consider that the active movements of Commodore Edmon- 
stone, and the vigilance of the squadron, have been satisfactory. From the Returns 
transmitted to me I gather that the cruizers are, on the whole, efficient, and gene- 
rally healthy. 

4. | regret to learn that the deplorable Traffic in Slaves has shown an increase 
upon the previous six months, owing, no doubt, to the withdrawal of the American 
squadron, which had really begun to make some effort to stop it in their own 
merchant-ships ; and [am apprehensive that the contemplated state of affairs in 
North America will stimulate the Spanish and other dealers to greater activity in 
this unlawful pursuit, as, in the absence of the United States’ ships of war, the 
American flag will be used almost with impunity to cover their nefarious transac- 
tions. 

5. I am sorry to find, and I would desire to call their Lordships’ attention to 
the fact, that there is another scheme of emigration of negroes now being carried 
on between St. Paul de Loanda and the Island of St. Thomas by the Portuguese 
authorities. Whatever grounds may be assigned for these proceedings, it is feared 
that they will lead to abuse, particularly with a Government so limited in its 
powers on the West Coast of Africa as that of Portugal. 

6. Commodore Edmonstone’s full and interesting account shows a decline of 
Slave Trade in the North and Bights Division, in which [ can only trace four 
‘aptures of small empty vessels. ‘This, | think, may be attributed to the steady 
progress of legitimate commerce, to the extension of the territories of Liberia, and 
to the occupation of Lagos, which, together with the Settlements on the Gold 
Coast, are fast closing up the seaboard in that direction to all illicit Traffic. 

7. The River Congo and adjoining coasts, north and south, are the favourite 
haunts for the Spanish and American slavers, and it is from these localities that 
most of the shipments are reported to have taken place. By Commodore Edmon- 
stone’s Returns, the numbers embarked during the nine months terminating on the 
30th September, 1861, are as follows :— 


Negroes. 
Captured by British cruizers vs .. o .- wis ~ 1,048 
Ditto by United States’ cruizers .. ate ‘ es i% ex 1,600 
Reported to have been embarked in vessels escaped .. on es +» 6,450 
Total from Congo and coast adjoining 9,093 


(Making about an average of 12,000 a-year.) 


There are rumours of shipments at Whydah, but they are doubted. 
8. Information has been received of the names of eighty-two vessels fitting for 
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Slave Trade at various places; of these, ten have been captured by our cruizers 
and three by those of the United States, seven have been visited, but found with 
regular papers, fifteen are reported to have escaped, leaving a balance of forty- 
seven unaccounted for; of these a large margin must be allowed for incorrect 
information, probably change of destination, and it may be possible some of them 
have gone to the East Coast of Africa; at all events, they have not been seen or 
heard of by our ships of war on the West Coast. Nearly all the suspected vessels 
are reported to be under Spanish and American colours. 

9. lt is a source of much satisfaction that a time has been fixed for the discon- 
tinuance of the free emigration of negroes, a system which, however it may be 
designated, has helped to increase the horrors of slavery in Africa. 

10. The time, I trust, is fast arriving when all the maritime Powers will 
jointly co-operate for the suppression of the export Slave Trade. Such astep towards 
civilization, together with the steady progress of Christianity, must inevitably crush 
the thirst for it, now only kept alive by narrow-minded policy. 

11. The great exertions of England during the last half-century, if they have 
not been successful in the extirpation of the revolting Slave Trade, they have at 
least brought about a ee taste for the cultivation of the land and legitimate 
commerce, now manifested in the increasing annual exports from Western Africa of 
its palm oil, cotton, ground-nuts, &c.; sources which will furnish abundance of 
labour for its own population, and develop produce far more profitable than that 
of the sale of human flesh and blood. 

12. The establishment of Consuls with magisterial powers, to protect the 
natives from lawless dealers, as well as to enforce good faith in business transac- 
tions, will, in my opinion, be of great advantage wherever there is a disposition to 
open fair trade. The progress of lawful commerce has been frequently checked 
and interrupted by unprincipled agents and supercargoes not fulfilling their 
engagements, &c. The Consuls would stop such practices, and afford means to 
the natives to redress their grievances, and their presence would also have a whole- 
some effect on slave-dealers. 

13. [ regret much that the unsettled state of our foreign relations in the early 
part of this year has detained me at the Cape of Good Hope, and prevented my 
visiting the West Coast of Africa during the favourable season, as I am most 
anxious to obtain personal observation of the state of the Slavé Trade, as well as of 
the progress of British interests in that quarter, to enable me to report more fully 
upon these important subjects. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





No. 153. 
Commander Mc Hardy to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


3 “Penguin,” at Sea, May 2, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that this day I sighted a barque which 
showed Spanish colours; 1 suspected her to be engaged in the illicit Traffic of 
Slaves, and, therefore, caused Mr. Cole, Second Master, and second in command of 
Her Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘“ Penguin,” to board her. I inclose a copy of his 
Report. 


Sir 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J..G. G. McHARDY. 





Inclosure in No. 153. 


Mr. Cole to Lieutenant Mc Hardy. 


Sir, ; “ Penguin,” at Sea, May 2, 1862. 
IN pursuance to an order received from you, I boarded the Spanish barque “ Matilde,” and make the follow- 
ing Report, in accordance with Article 18, section 1, of the Instructions for the Suppression of the Slave Trade. 
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That on —s the said barque, after having shown the Master the go Instruction from the 
Admiralty for Her sjesty's ship “ Penguin” to carry the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain into effect, 
giving also the req certificate of Form No. 2, I proceeded to examine her papers, which were correct, and 
apie’ oh thew ety yn Dye olan ahd spe Abergele Soo trader. 

_ Before leaving the vessel, having offered to make an entry in her log, which was accepted by the master, 
I did so. The time of detention was forty minutes, no laint being made whatever. 

T beg to state that during the examination of the v I was accompanied by Mr. Maxwell, clerk. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES COLE, Acting Second Master. 





No. 154. 
Rear- Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“ Narcissus,” Simon’s Bay, May 21, 1862. 
, FORWARDED for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty. ; 
An American vessel of this name is denounced as pogaged in Slave Trade, and 
this vessel's proceedings gave room for suspecting that she was not a legal trader. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





Inclosure I in No. 154. 


Lieutenant Mc Hardy to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 

Sir, “ Penguin,” Algoa Bay, May 6, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that at 2 o'clock yesterday afternoon, a sail was observed a little on 

on the weather-bow (the ship at the time steering E. 3? N.) Shortly before 3 o'clock | made the vessel out to 

be a barque, steering west-north-west, having the wind abaft her port beam, with her port topmast and lower 

studding-sails set. I kept away two points, with the intention of passing sufficiently close to stranger to ascer- 
tain her character. 

At ten minutes to 4, being then about two miles from her, I showed English colours, namely, the blue 
ensign and pendant. Almost immediately after the pendant was broke, I observed that the barque put her helm 
up; it occurred to my mind that she might have dropped a man overboard. I kept 4) telescope on her, and saw 
her brace her yards round and up on the starboard tack, with the studding-sails hanging the port side. [ 
then noticed her take in the port studding-sails, and rig out the starboard booms. Considering this suspicious, 
I ordered steam to be got up with all despatch; trimmed sails, and altered course in chase of barque. At 
4 o'clock I observed some colours hoisted by the barque, and immediately afterwards hauled down, before I was 
able to make out what colours they were. At sixteen minutes past 4 I observed barque hoisted the United States’ 
flag. Barque gained on us considerably until 5 o’clock, when we went ahead under steam. Even with steam 
we came up with her very slowly, so at twenty-three minutes past 5, there being very little more daylight, I 
thought it advisable to cause her to heave-to, lest she should escape under cover of the approaching darkness ; 
therefore fired a blank cartridge, which causing no alteration in her movement, at twenty-seven minutes past 5 
fired a shot aimed so as to drop well clear of her. This not having the desired effect, at thirty-two minutes 
past 5, I ordered the gunner to drop a shot as close to her as possible, without actually hitting her. Seseny 
a shot from one of the 25-pounder Armstrong guns was a. about two yards from her bow (altho 
she was distant nearly three miles). She pea went round, and shortly afterwards hove-to on port tack. 

At a quarter to 6 we came up to her; she had then no colours flying; but as our boat shoved off, I saw 
the United States’ flag hoisted a little above the taffrail, then a little higher, then hauled down a little, and so 
kept for about a minute, and then hvisted up, 

I sent Mr. Cole, Acting Second Master, and second in command of Her Hajenty'a steam gun-vessel 
“ Penguin,” to board her, as, from the circumstances I have detailed, I conceived her to be a dishonest vessel, 
and suspected her of hoisting a flag to which she was not legally entitled, in order to evade seizure. 

I andex the written reports made by Mr. Cole and Mr. Maxwell (whom I ordered to accompany Mr, Cole) for 
the purpose of observing carefully ovraet occurring during the visit. 

From the behaviour of this vessel I have such a very strong suspicion that she was not an honest trader, that 
I much regret not having boarded her myself, I felt so certain her calling was illegal that I was persuaded she 
would not claim the protection of the flag of any nation, provided it was clearly shown to those on board that Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Penguin” could give clear and substantial evidence of the nature of her calling; therefore the 
object I had in sending the second in command was that his report to me might give me stronger grounds for my 
i sande proceedings with the vessel: but he, notwithstanding all the iad Ae se circumstances attending the 
. vessel from the moment of Her Majesty's ship “ Penguin” first showing her colours to the timeiof his boarding 
her, returued to the “‘ Penguin” firmly convinced that her papers were regular, and that she was a legal, honest 
trader, and many suggestions by me with the view of shaking this conviction failed. Although I remained ‘firmly 
impressed with the belief that her calling was dishonest, I conceived that the statements made V4 my second in 
command crippled my subsequent p ings, and I therefore permitted the-vessel to proceed on her course; but 
on reconsidering all the circumstances attending the case, which I recapitulate— 

Crass A. 3D 
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1. Her wearing the moment Her Majesty's steam gun-vessel “ Penguin” displayed British colours ; 

2. Her hoisting colours and then hauling them down almost immediately ; 

3. Her hoisting United States’ colours (which she did at 4:16) I cannot reconcile with her statement that 
she believed she was running away from a Confederate privateer ; 

4. Her putting about the first shot that fell near her, not a likely thing for her to have done had she (as she 
stated) believed us to be a privateer, without trying what assistance darkness would render her; 

5. The hesitation shown in hoisting colours when we came up with her: 

6. Her statement that Zanzibar was the port she last left, and that she was thirty-five days from it, only a 
distance of 2,000 miles ;— 

I decided to board her myself, and accordingly wore round and proceeded under steam and sail in the direction 
she had taken; but on referring to the Mercantile Navy List, I observed the “ Storm King” in the list of 
registered vessels, and as the rig and tonnage there given correspond with that of this vessel, I decided that after 
the opinion expressed by the officer next in command to myself I should not be justified in again visiting her, but 
by so doing would incur the serious displeasure of Her Majesty’s Government, as stated in Article 13, Section 5, 
of the Instruction for Officers employed in the suppression of the Slave Trade; I therefore wore round and 
proceeded under sail towards Natal. 

. Being at sea, and no other man of war in company, I hoisted a blue ensign for the purpose of economising the 
white. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. G. G. McHARDY. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 154. 
Mr. Cole to Lieutenant Mc Hardy. 
Sir, “ Penguin,” Lat. 30° 8 S., Long. 27° 30 E., May 5, 1862. 


IN pursuance of an order received from you, I boarded the United States’ barque ** Storm King,” and 
make the following Report, in accordanee with Article 18, Section 1, of the Instructions for the Suppression of the 
Slave Trade. 

That on boarding the said barque I proceeded to examine her papers, after a careful examination of which 
I found her to be a legal trader, thirty-five days from Zanzibar, bound to Salem, Massachusetts, with a cargo of 
hides and cloves. The reason they gave for altering the course so suddenly, was that they could not see our 
colours, and mistook the “ Penguin” for a Confederate privateer. 

A passenger was on board who stated that he had lately been the United States’ Consul at Zanzibar, and 
was then on his passage home. 

On leaving the vessel the Master complained of the detention of his ship. 1 made an entry in her log, 
giving as a reason for boarding her, that she had altered her course very suddenly on Her Majesty's ship 
* Penguin” showing British colours. Time of detention half-an-hour. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES COLE, Acting Second Master. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 154. 
Mr. Maxwell to Lieutenant Mc Hardy. 


“ Penguin,” at Sea, Lat. 34° 8’ S., Long. 20° 36' E., 
Sir, May 5, 1862. 

IN pursuance of an order from you, I accompanied Mr. James Cole, Acting Second Master, in boarding 
the United States’ barque “ Storm King,” for the purpose of being a witness to all that took place on board. 

Mr. Cole asked for her papers, which were produced. After having made a strict and careful examination, 
found them to be correct. She was thirty-five days from Zanzibar, tcund to Salem, Massachusetts, with a cargo 
of hides and cloves. 

When asked the reason why he had altered course so suddenly upon our hoisting the British flag, stated 
they thought we were an American privateer; also said that they could not see our ensign distinctly, and that it 
was a blue one instead of white (Admiral Walker being Rear-Admiral of the White). 

There was a person on board that stated he was the late United States’ Consul at Zanzibar, told us he had 
seen the “ Penguin” there, and that the “‘ Semiramis" and “ Zenobia” had sailed with Colonel Pelly on board ; that 
the ** Pantaloon” had gone on shore at Pemba Bay, and was at Mozambique. Spoke of Captain Oldfield, who 
had taken some prizes. 

On leaving the ship the master complained of having been detained, and the Consul led us to suppose that 
we should hear more of it. She was detained half an-hour. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. MAXWELL, Clerk. 
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No. 157. 


Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone. 
Sir, “Torch,” at Sea, April 26, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I this day caused the American barque 
“ Lark,” of Greenport, to be boarded by Mr. W. J. Cunningham, master, when 
cruizing off Mangue Grande. This vessel hove-to of her own accord, evidently 
wishing to communicate. 

The register was examined and appeared correct, and a notation of the visit 
was made in the ship’s log at the request of the master. 
I inclose a copy of the boarding officer’s report. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. H. SMITH. 





Inclosure in No. 157. 
Mr. Cunningham to Commander Smith. 


“ Torch,” at Sea, Lat. 6° 40’ S., Long. 12° 10 E., 
, April 26, 1862. 
I.HAVE the honour to report that in compliance with your orders I boarded the American barque ‘“ Lark,” 
and examined her register, which was apparently correct. 
At the request of the master, I made a notation in the log of my having done so. 
There wag no complaint made of the visit. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. J. CUNNINGHAM, Master. 





No. 158. 
Commander Perry to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, ; “ Griffon,” off Black Point, March 27, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that at 4:15 p.m. of this date, while off 
Black Point in latitude 5° 0’ south and longitude 11° 45’ east, I observed a barque 
and small schooner in company. I at once chased: the schooner made sail, and 
stood in for land; the barque stood out to seaward. 

On nearing I lowered a cutter, and sent her in charge of Lieutenant Acklom 
to endeavour to cut schooner off from the land ; went on myself in chase of barque. 
At 6 p.m. I boarded barque, and found her to be a vessel of about 300 tons, without 
name, papers, or colours ; she was at equipped for the Slave Trade. I therefore 
seized her, and have sent her to St. Helena for adjudication. 

From some of the crew I learnt that the barque had left New York on the 
Ist of December, and touched at Campeche in Mexico, where she received some of 
her slave cargo. 

She was to have shipped 800 slaves at Black Point on the morning of the 
28th March, and conveyed them to Puerto Rico. 

At 7°30 p.m. Lieutenant Acklom returned on board, having seized the schooner, 
which had been deserted by her crew. 

On the following morning I examined her, and found on board a cooking 
copper, some rice, farinha, and water; as she was too small and unseaworthy to 
send to St. Helena, I caused her to be surveyed, measured, and burnt. I have 
forwarded the billet-head, anchor, and a pig of ballast belonging to her to St. Helena 
for adjudication. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) JOHN L. PERRY. 


P.S.—This capture was not effected by information from the Foreign Office. 


a 
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No. 159. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “* Arrogant,” Kinsembo, May 19, 1862. 

IN forwarding the inclosed copy of a letter dated 12th instant, with its inclosure, 
which I have received from Commander Smith, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Torch,” 
reporting the boarding of the Portuguese brigantine ‘ Liberdade,” I have the honour 
to state, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that on 
my recent visit to St. Paul’s de Loanda, I made a point of having an interview with 
his Excellency the Governor of Angola, on the subject of this (said to be free) 
emigration to St. Thomas. 

His Excellency gave me distinctly to understand that he was acting in 
accordance with instructions from Lisbon, and could not accede to my request 
to suspend operations, pending the views of Her Majesty’s Government; and as I 
do not feel myself justified in taking the serious responsibility of detaining a vessel 
met with at sea under similar circumstances to the ‘‘ Liberdade,” although I believe 
the negroes thus imported into St. Thomas are only nominally free, I beg to request 
you will be pleased to move their Lordships to submit the matter for the decision 
of Her Majesty’s Government. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure | in No. 159. 


Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Torch,” St. Paul de Loanda, May 12, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that on the 19th of April, 1862, in latitude 7° 15’ south, longitude 
11° 52' east, I boarded the Portuguese brigantine “ Liberdade” from Loarda to St. Thomas, having upwards 
ot 60 negroes on board as passengers, provided with passports from the Governor-General of Angola, apparently 
all correct. 


I inclose the boarding officer's report. 

I had previously received a communication from Her Majesty's Commissioners at Loanda, calling my 
attention to the fact of this vessel preparing in the harbour for this voyage, and urging me (in compliance wit 
instructions they had recently received from Earl Russell) to take the necessary steps to board and examine any 
such vessels, in order by strict inquiry to ascertain whether these negroes were de facto free, and if not, to 
detain and bring them into port for adjudication before the Mixed Commission Court. 

As the boarding officer's report was so very clear as to the fact of these negroes proceeding to St. Thomas 
of their own free will and accord, as far as he could ascertain, and no complaints of any kind having been made 
by the negroes, I accordingly allowed the vessel to proceed on her voyage, as has been the usual course pursued 
by Her Majesty's cruizers hitherto. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. H. SMITH. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 159. 
Mr. Cunningham to Commander Smith. 


Sir, “ Torch,” St. Paul de Loanda, May 12, 1862. 

IN compliance with your orders on 19th April, I visited the Portuguese brigantine * Liberdade,” accompanied 
by Mr. Joseph Beeden, boatswain, and Alexander Hughes, ward-room steward, a native of Africa, and who has 
a fair knowledge of the Portuguese language, to act as interpreter. 

On going on board I saw the master, who informed me through the interpreter that he was from St. Paul’s 
de Loanda, and bound to the Island of St. Thomas with 65 negroes, free emigrants, and four Portuguese 
passengers, and that his crew consisted of 17 men, including himself; after examining his papers and passports 
from the Governor-General of Angola for the negroes, I proceeded to count his crew and passengers, separating 
the crew from the negroes, and found them to correspond with his papers and statements; and, as far as ‘1 could 
ascertain, to the best of my knowledge and belief these negroes were going to the Island of St. Thomas of their 
own free will and accord. No complaint was made by the negroes, who appeared to be quite happy and 


contented. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. J. CUNNINGHAM, Master. 
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No. 160. 
Captain Philips to'the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“ Brisk,” at Sea, Lat. 5° 58’ S., Long. 11° 50’ E., 
Sir, April 23, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that having received information of three 
vessels being some miles up the River Congo intending to ship slaves the first 
opportunity, on Saturday, April 19th (having previously detached boats in opposite 
directions), I took up a position in latitude 5° 58’ south, longitude 11° 50’ 30” east, 
about twenty-three miles from the entrance of the river, in the hopes of being able 
to intercept them coming out. 

On Tuesday, April 22nd, at a quarter to 5 in the afternoon, it being very misty, 
a sail was reported coming irom the direction of the river. The Senior Lieutenant, 
Henry G. Belson, and Acting Lieutenant Elwyn, both went aloft to make her out, 
and said they thought she was a brigantine. 

As it was so near dark, I did not consider it advisable to let her see us, so 
waited until after sunset, when I weighed and proceeded in chase, under steam, and 
at 7°15 observed the vessel on lee bow, which proved to be a ship, under all sail, 
but with no lights. I altered course for her, and fired a blank gun, when she 
showed her bow lights, and one on quarter. 

I hailed her of my intention of dropping a boat, but not understanding her 
reply, I fired another blank gun, steamed ahead, sent the Senior Lieutenant in the 
cutter to board her, giving him orders, if she proved to be a French ship with an 
officer on board, he was not to attempt to board, but return immediately. If a 
French ship without an officer on board, directly he was satisfied she was bond fide 
French, he was to return also, and in either case to offer to enter in her log a 
statement of his proceedings. 

Lieutenant Belson went alongside, and got half-way up her side before he saw 
a French officer, who then objected to his coming on board, but was very courteous ; 
and when asked the name of the ship, requested the captain of the ship to write the 
particulars down on paper for my information, which he did as follows, viz. :— 
“'Trois-mats, Frangais, ‘ Ville d’Aigues-Mortes,’ Capitaine L. Pignord, M. Quordan, 
Chirurgien de premiére classe de la Marine Impériale, délégué du Gouvernement.” 

The French officer, a surgeon, asked the name of the English man-of-war and 
captain, which Lieutenant Belson told him verbally, and then offered to write in his 
log a statement of proceedings, but he expressed himself perfectly satisfied without 
it. Lieutenant Belson then returned on board, and reported verbally to me, and 
immediately afterwards gave a report in a a copy of which I inclose. 

I have, &c. - 
(Signed) ALEXANDER PHILIPS. 





Inclosure in No. 160. 


Lieutenant Belson to Captain Philips. 

Sir, “ Brisk,” February 22, 1862. 

IN obedience to your orders I went alongside, at a little past 8 r.m., a ship named the “ Ville d’Aigues- 
Mortes.” I did not go over the gangway, as I found a French officer there who objected to my coming ou board, 
but was courteous enough to request the captain of the ship to write on a slip of paper the name of the ship, for 
your information. I then offered to enter in his log my reason for having gone alongside, but he expressed himself 
perfectly satisfied, and asked me your name, and the name of your ship, which I gave him. 

He then filled immediately, and I returned. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) HENRY G. BELSON. 


ae 


No. 161. 

Commander Anderson to Commodore Edmonstone. 
Sir, “ Flying Fish,” Sierra Leone, June 15, 1862. 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that in consequence of information 
received from a man trading to Rio Nunez, that a vessel there was endeavouring 
to ship slaves for exportation, I proceeded to that river on Wednesday, April 16th, 
and anchored off Victoria Point the following Friday ; accompanied bv the two 
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cutters of Her Majesty’s ship under my command, I proceeded up the river and 
after pulling for some considerable distance found a barque of 600 tons on shore on 
a mud-bank, with masts standing and yards across. Our informer declared on 
oath that she was the same <eweel bp had seen in a creek a few days previous, and 
that the master was endeavouring to purchase slaves for shipment. I directed 
Lieutenant Butler and Mr. Anderson, boatswain, to examine her; they reported 
loose planks in the hold, a deck laid in the after part of the ship with fittings for 
bulkheads ; everything else had been removed, and no person or papers were on 
board. I therefore considered the circumstances such as to warrant my taking her 
as a prize. 

2. No anchor having been let go when the ship went on shore, she had been 
driven by the flood tide on a shallow bank. The river being too narrow at this 
point to admit of Her Majesty’s ship “ Flying Fish” being brought up, and not 
wishing to expose the ship’s company for several days’ hard work in boats, endea- 
vouring to get her afloat, | gave orders that she should be burnt, after being care- 
fully measured, and the following articles removed—two bower anchors, chain 
cable, jib-boom, and main-topsail yard. 

3. On my return to Sierra Leone, these articles were handed over to the Prize 
Court, with the necessary affidavits, and I have this day received intimation that 
the vessel has been condemned as a prize to Her Majesty’s ship “ Flying Fish,” 
under my command, in consequence of her being engaged in the Slave Trade. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. HASTINGS ANDERSON. 
No. 162. 


Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “* Arrogant,” at Kinsembo, May 20, 1862. 

IN continuation of my letter dated the 20th July last, reporting the proceed- 
ings of the “Arrogant,” and the African squadron under my orders, | have 
now the honour to forward a Tabular Statement, which will put you in possession 
of the movements of the cruizers on the West Coast since that date; all other 
occurrences, either of importance or interest, I have from time to time made the 
subject of special communication. 

My report on the Slave Trade to the 30th September, 1861, has already been 
received by you, and I hope to furnish you with a further report on the subject at 
the end of the present quarter; and it now gives me much pleasure in being able to 
state that this obnoxious Traffic is at present completely at a stand-still, not from 
a scarcity of slaves, but the want of vessels to ship them in. ‘The satisfactory 
result is no doubt to be attributed to the evident wish at this moment of the 
American Government to stop the Slave Trade from being carried on under the 
protection of their flag, and the severe measures lately taken by them to punish 
those engaged in it. 

| have it on good authority that all the barracoons in the neighbourhood of 
the Congo and Cabenda, &c., are full of slaves, who are kept together at a great 
cost to the owners; but I confidently trust (now that the squadron has been increased), 
by keeping a good and constant watch, to be able to prevent many successful 
shipments when the Traffic revives, which it is certain to do ere long with renewed 
vigour, either under the American or some other flag. 

Excepting the slavers recently captured by the “ Ranger,” ‘“ Griffon,” and 
“ Torch,” viz., five, very few vessels have been met with by our cruizers during the 
past three or four months; and, at present, [ do not think there is a single suspi- 
cious vessel on the whole of the South Coast. 

_. The health of the squadron generally, J am thankful to say, kas been very good, 
with the exception of the “ Espoir” and one or two other ships, which have been 
a a good deal up the rivers. 

nless anything occurs to alter my arrangements, I purpose leaving St. Paul 

de Loanda and the South Coast about the 10th August next for my inspection of 
Ascension, proceeding from thence to Sierra Leone, &c. 

Trusting the proceedings of the squadron under my orders will meet with your 


approval, 1 have, &e. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 


TR 
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No. 163. 
Commander Wratislaw to Commodore Edmonstone. 


. “ Ranger,” at Sea, Lat. 2° 25’ N., Long. 8° 48’ E., 
Sir, May 25, 1862. 
| HAVE the honour to report that on the 23rd instant in latitude 2° 19’ north, 
longitude 9° 10’ east, I ordered Lieutenant Dale to board, and afterwards boarded 
myself, the barque “ Clarissa,” of New York, on the suspected list, and under 
American colours, to ascertain her nationality. She was proceeding from Cadiz, 
bound to Punta da Lenha, River Congo. 
This vessel had no register, only a certificate signed by the United States’ 
Consul at Cadiz; other papers were apparently correct. 
No complaint was made, and she was allowed to proceed to her destination in 
River Congo, and will, without doubt, ship a cargo of slaves. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. R. WRATISLAW. 





No. 164. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) “ Arrogant,” St. Paul de Loanda, June 20, 1862. 

I AM happy to be able to report that the “Antelope” captured a small 
brigantine off the Congo on the 4th ultimo, under no colours, and name unknown, 
having on board 558 slaves. As the vessel was much more than usually crowded, 
it was thought advisable to take 100 of the negroes on board of the “ Antelope,” 
in which state they proceeded to St. Helena for adjudication. 





No. 165. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, ** Arrogant,” Benguela, June 13, 1862. 

WITH reference to Admiralty letter dated the 27th of March last, the duplicate 
of which reached me at Elephant Bay on the 10th instant, respecting the Portuguese 
brig ‘‘ Tarugo Secundo ” having been searched by one of our cruizers while in the 
Portuguese harbour of Equimina on the 11th April, 1861, 1 have the honour to 
report, for your information, that, immediately on learning that a complaint of this 
nature had been made against one of Her Majesty’s cruizers, I addressed a memo- 
randum, dated the 27th February, 1862, of which Inclosure No. | is a copy, to the 
Commander of the “ Prometheus,” thinking that perhaps she might be the vessel 
alluded to by the “ Tarugo Secundo,” and, if so, to get at the particulars of the case. 

The “ Alecto” was not on that part of the station at all in April 1861. 

Captain Bedingfeld’s reply, of which a copy is annexed, proved that m 
surmises were correct. I then took an early opportunity of communicating wit 
the Governor-General of Angola on the subject, and beg to attach a copy of my 
letter, to which I have not received any reply from his Excellency. 

I have forwarded a copy of this despatch and inclosures to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty, and hope that my proceedings in the matter will meet with your appro- 


bation. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 165. 
Orders addressed to Commander Bedingfeld. 


Memo. “ Arrogant,” Fernando Po, February 27, 1862. 

I INCLOSE certain documents which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Paul de Loanda 
respecting the boarding of a Portuguese vessel by one of our cruizers, and as I am led to believe that the 
* Prometheus ” is the vessel alluded to in the complaint made by the captain uf the merchant-vessel in question, I 
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have to direct (should my surmises be true) you to furnish me with a full explanation of the occurrence without 


delay. 
R (Signed) W. EDMONSTONE, Commodore and Senior Offcer. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 165. 
Commander Bedingfeld to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “‘ Lagos,” March 11, 1862. 

IN reply to your memorandum dated Fernando Po, 27th February, 1862, I have the honour to inform you 
that I called upon Lieutenant Dolben and Mr. Barnes, Master's Assistant (the boarding officers), for a detailed 
account of their proceedings. Their statement I annex, and I have furthe: to state what passed under my own 
observation :— 

On standing into Elephant Bay the day mentioned, the brigantine was sighted at anchor in Equimina Bay 
without colours; as soon as I anchored, I sent two boats to ascertain what she was. About midnight Lieutenant 
Dolben returned, reporting that he thought her very suspicious from the quantity of water and mats on board, and 
that one of the crew reported that she had two or three slaves on board; not being able to read Portuguese he 
could not make out the manifest, and had, in consequence, left the cutter with the master’s assistant to watch her 
during the night. 

As soon as it was light enough [ got up steam and stood round to Equimina Bay, anchoring near the 
brigantine; I hailed Mr. Barnes to come on board and to request the captain to do the same. On coming on 
board, the master of the vessel showed me his manifest, and, laughingly, observed that my Lieutenant, not being 
able to speak Portuguese, thought he had found a slaver, but that the large quantity of water, as well as the 
passengers, were entered in the manifests. Upon looking at this document, I found it was as he stated, and I 
therefore told him I hoped that he had not been put to any inconvenience by the boat’s crew ; he said, ‘‘ Oh, not at 
all, it was of no importance, as he was not going to leave the place till he had watered.” He made no complaint 
whatever; never mentioned that the officers wanted to weigh his anchor, but, in a friendly way, stayed in my 
cabin, giving me a good deal of information about the South Coast ; he also showed me a well of water at Equimina, 
dripping through a rock, which he assured me was the best watcr on the coast. I afterwards met him ashore, and 
had another chat, but no complaint or protest of any kind. 

The port of Equimina is simply a bay near Elephant Bay, having a small house and a slave-barracoon, and 
when I was.there, there were no authorities, and no flag was hoisted on shore. 

The protest is a tissue of mis-statements, evidently got up some time after the event. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) NORMAN B. BEDINGFELD. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 165. 


Lieutenant Dolben to Commander Bedingfeld. 


Sir, “ Prometheus,” Lagos, March 5, 1862. 

IN obedience to your orders to give a detailed account of the boarding of the Portuguese brigantine 
“ Tarugo Secundo” in April last, I have the honour to inform you that, in obedience to your orders, I left this ship 
in Elephant Bay in the first cutter, accompanied by Mr. Barnes, Master's Assistant, in the second cutter, about 
5°40 p.m. on the 10th of April last, to board a vessel we had sighted when coming into Elephant Bay. 

It being nearly dark when we left the ship, I directed Mr. Barnes to keep close in-shore while I kept out to 
windward in case the vessel should attempt to escape. Several fires were lighted along the shore when we left 
the ship. x 

I valle on in the direction of the vessel until I came to a Cabenda boat at anchor. I made out from the 
crew of her that I had passed the vessel. Just then we saw the flashes of a couple of guns or pistols; I pulled 
back, and in about twenty minutes observed a vessel with a light in rigging. 

I boarded her, and found Mr. Barnes on board her. He asked to what nation she belonged. The captain 
did not seem to understand him; but when he asked him what his cargo was, he immediately voluntarily lifted 
her hatches. He then asked Mr. Barnes to come down to his cabin. Mr. Barnes endeavoured to make him 
understand that he did not want to see the ship's papers till I came. Being unable to make him understand that, 
he went down and saw the papers out on the table. He looked at the manifest, but not being able to understand 
much of it, went on deck again. The captain followed him, and Mr. Barnes asked him leave to signalize to me 
by firing. The captain assented, and Mr. Barnes fired two pistols and a rifle. Mr. Barnes then asked the 
captain for a lighted lantern, and one of the buat’s crew held it up in the rigging. Up to this time Mr. Barnes 
was under the impression that none of the vessel’s crew understood English. 

Nothing more occurred till I came on board. I met the captain in the gangway, and, to the best of my 
recollection, he asked me down to his cabin. I went down with Mr. Barnes, and we looked over all the papers 
the captain showed us, which, as far as I could make out, appeared correct. We then went on deck again and 
walked round. I found sixteen large water-casks on deck. The mate came up to me, and informed me in 
tolerable English that there were 3 slaves for Mossamedes on board; afterwards said that they were passengers. 
I asked the captain, through the mate, what he had come here for, and where he was bound; and he said he had 
come here for wood and water, bound for Mossamedes ; both his boats were out. He then opened his hatches, 
and I saw more water-casks, bamboos, and some jerked meat. In the cabin there were 120 mats, such as are 
used for slaves, and a large quantity of farinha in bags. I did not break the cargo, or examine it further. I 
asked him then to show me his colours, which had not yet been produced, and he brought out three or four 
Portuguese ensigns, and an English pilot-jack, and a private flag. I then went down into the cabin and had 
another look at his papers. 

On account of my slight knowledge of Portuguese, I did not feel certain as to the papers being correct; ana 
as I considered the cargo suspicious, I told the captain that I should leave Mr. Barnes on board till I saw you, 
and ordered the boat's crew out of the boat on the poop, to which he made no objection. One of the boat's crew 
was ordered to keep watch; the rest slept under the boat’s sail on the poop. The captain asked Mr. Barnes 
below to sleep. Nothing more occurred. . 
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bate call your attention to the following errors in Senhor José d'Almeira Fannes’ letter :— 
: date of boarding 11th instead of 10th. 
. The statement that Mr. Barnes asked for the papers, which he did not. 
3. The statement about the signal to me. 
4. The statement that I said I should weigh his anchor, which I deny. 
5. The statement of protestation on his part, which I also deny. 
6. The statement that I requested him to weigh his anchor, which I also deny. 
7. The one man watch on the poop being converted into a sentry on each gangway. 
The truth of the last part of the letter you can judge of better than I can, as I was not on deck till after the 
captain came on board of this vessel (which he has omitted to mention). 
_ Ihave copied the nature of the cargo from the remarks that I wrote on the boarding-book on board the 
brigantine, and read to you on my return. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. D. MACKWORTH DOLBEN. 


I certify that the above is a correct and full account of the boarding of the Portuguese brigantine.“ Tarugo 
Secundo,” on April 10, 1861. 
(Signed) Joun F. Barnes, Master's Assistant. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 165. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


P “ Arrogant,” at Prince's Island, April 22, 1862. 
IT has been brought to my knowledge through Sir Henry Huntley, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at 
St. Paul's de Loanda, that a complaint has been made to your Exeellency by the captain of the Portuguese 
brigantine “ Tarugo Secundo,” of his vessel having been illegally detained by Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Alecto” 
in April last, while at anchor in Equimina Bay, on the West Coast of Africa. 

Your Excellency has already been informed by Sir H. Huntley that the “ Alecto” could not possibly have 
been on that part of the station when this occurrence took place, as she was then cruizing in the Bights of Benin 
and Biafra, to the north of the Equator. 

As the “ Prometheus,” a similar vessel to the “ Alecto,” was at that time stationed to the southward of 
St. Paul's de Loanda, I felt it my duty to make every inquiry into this matter, and have now the honour to 
state that the vessel in question was boarded by the boats of the ‘‘ Prometheus” on the 10th, and not on the 11th 
April, 1861, as reported to your Excellency, and beg to inclose, for your information, a report of the circum- 
stances attending it from the Commander of the “* Prometheus,” as also that of the boarding officers. 

In conclusion I would respectfully draw your Excellency’s attention to the great difference in the statements 
made by the master of the “ Tarugo Secundo ” and the boarding officers, and regret that a complaint of so serious 
a nature should have been so lightly made against a British cruizer, but which I venture to hope the annexed 
doeuments will entirely remove. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 


Sir, 





No. 166. 
Lieutenant Allingham to Commodore Edmonstone. 
Sir, “ Antelope,” St. Paul de Loanda, August 7, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, on the 4th instant, I took, from information 
gained by a native, a vessel with 203 slaves on board. She had no papers or 
colours at the time of capture. 

It appears, from the story told to me by the Captain, that the vessel had been 
fitted out by an American barque called the ‘Joshua Bragdon,” and I have not the 
smallest doubt that such was the case, as all her gear and fittings were American, 
and I know the vessel was decked over in the Bay of Cabenda. 

The Captain of the “ Joshua Bragdon ” was very insolent to me for boarding 
him, and tried to fire a gun at me. ; 

I am under the firm impression that she is about to take slaves from this coast, 
and I think she was laying off Cabenda for that parpne, A 

have, &c. 
(Signed) Cc. OD. ALLINGHAM. 





“ Arrogant,” St. Paul de Loanda, August 11, 1862. 


Forwarded for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralt y 
. ; (Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 


! 


Ee 
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No. 167. s 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 
(Extract.) “ Arrogant,” at Ascension, September 2, 1862. 


WHILE on the North Coast, I purpose carrying out their Lordships’ instruc- 
tions with reference to the timits of Liberian territory, which is at present in the 
hands of the Senior Officer of the Division, Commander Wildman, of Her Majesty’s 
ship ** Philomel.” 

[t is with much satisfaction that I have now to bring under your notice the 
bap captures which have recently been made by the cruizers on the South 

‘oast -— 

The “ Wye,” on the 25th June, captured the “ Concepcio,” off Mangue Grande, 
with 295 slaves on board ; 

The “Dart,” an empty brig, without name or nationality, on the 11th July ; 

The “Espoir,” a large barque, under similar circumstances, on the 22nd of 
that month ; 

The “Torch” captured the “Clarissa” (mentioned on the Suspected List), empty, 
on the 24th July ; 

And the “Antelope,” a small cutter, no name or nationality, in Cabenda Bay, 
with 203 negroes on board, on the 4th ultimo. 

These frequent captures must be a heavy blow to the Slave Trade; still, | hear 
that active preparations are being made to carry on with vigour that nefarious 
Traffic: but i trust, now that the squadron has been so greatly increased, and the 
American Treaty about to be put into force, we shall be able to hamper very 
seriously the proceedings of the slave-dealers on this coast, although a great deal 
of sickness has prevailed in the Bights, and Sierra Leone is at present very 
unhealthy. 

1 am thankful to say our cruizers have not suffered. 





No. 168. 
Commander Symons to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “« Lee,” St. Paul de Loanda, August 1, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, on the 16th ultimo, | ordered the 
Portuguese schooner “ Massango” to be boarded, at sea, in latitude 2’ 11° south, 
longitude 6° 3’ east, thirty-seven days from the Island of St. Thomas, bound to this 
port. 

I inclose copy of the boarding officers’ report. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWIN SYMONS. 





Inclosure in No. 168. 
Report of Proceedings on boarding the Portuguese schooner ‘‘ Massango.” 


BOARDED the above-named vessel, in pursuance of orders from Commander Edwin Symons, at 2°15 p.M., 
and left her at 3 p.m. on the 16th July, 1862. 

I found, on searching her, that her cargo consisted of coffee: and it appears from her papers that she was 
bound to St. Paul de Loanda from the Island of St. Thomas, having been out from the latter place thirty-seven 
days. 

After ascertaining her character, everything was put to rights that had been disturbed by the search. 

No complaint was made by any person on board. 

I appended the following statement to her log, at the request of the Master :— 

“I hereby certify that I, Lientenant C. E. Foot, of Her Majesty's ship ‘ Lee,’ by order of Edwin Symons, 
Esquire, Commander of the said ship, boarded the Portuguese schooner ‘ Massango’ at 2°15 p.M., and left her 
at 3 p.m, having complied with the instructions.”. 

Dated this 16th day of July, 1862, at sea, on board Her Majesty's ship “ Lee.” 

(Signed) C. E. FOOT, Lieutenant. 
Witness : 
(Signed) Wma. Bennett, Master's Assistant. 
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No. 169. 
Mr. Roberts to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, ““ Wye,” Fernando Po, July 27, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to report for your information, that on Wednesday 25th 
June, 1862, when proceeding to the northward from Loanda, twelve or fifteen miles 
off-shore, and about the parallel of Mangue Grande, a vessel was reported close in- 
shore making sail. [ continued on my course at an easy rate, and soon after saw 
the vessel (a fore topsail schooner) standing to the north-west with fore topmast 
studding sail set (the wind not strong for a sea breeze, three to four) was 
gradually closing us, as she was sailing faster than we steamed. I continued on my 
course till about 2 p. m., when I fancied from indecision about the course the vessel 
in sight was making, at one time going off, and another time regaining her original 
position, that she was not what I first supposed—a legal trader. At 2 p.m. Ledged 
in to close the land and her, but showed no colours. At 4 p.m. I observed chase 
had altered her course to close the land, so shaped a course to ensure closing on 
him, and this took us in a little to the northward of Margaret Head by 6 p. m., by 
which time we were south-westward of him about three miles. I fired two blank 
guns, and showed our colours ; to the last gun he acknowledged our presence by 
letting go most of the halyards of his sail. And at 610 p. mM. we stopped the engines. 
then about a mile off-shore a little to the southward of Cape Desert, when I lowered 
a boat, and sent Mr. Gulliver, the Second Master, to board her; he sent for answer 
that she had slaves on board. I then went on board myself and ordered Mr. Gulliver 
to anchor the “ Wye,” and when in satisfactory position I anchored the detained vessel, 
transferring seventeen of the prisoners out of nineteen to the “ Wye.” By 8p. m., from 
information given me by the Captain and supercargo, in most cases confirmed by a 
cross-examination of several of the crew while on board, it appears that the vesscl, 
which is said to be the “ Concepcio,” a fore topsail schooner of 110 to 120 tons, left the 
port of Matanzas in Cuba almost the latter end of January, 114 days before l took her ; 
that she came direct to the Gallinas River, where she remained six days in anticipa- 
tion of a freight. The reason stated to me was that there were not sufficient slaves to 
complete a paying cargo, and as it had been told them that their arrival there had 
been reported at Sierra Leone, and that a steamer was likely soon to visit them, 
they could not afford to run the risk of capture ; so left, leaving three passengers 
interested in the speculation of the vessel at Gallinas, and that they came direct to 
Mangue Grande, and that the vessel arrived there the day before they shipped the 
slaves (June 25) ; that she would have embarked from fifty to sixty more, but in 
consequence of two canoes having capsized and several slaves being drewned, the 
shippers had refused to send more off, and the vessel herself was rather 
too close to the shore, with the rollers commencing to set in. and having, as he 
supposed, from 300 to 310 slaves on board he determined not to wait as he was 
obliged to shift his berth further out; so cleared off at once, having on board a 
German (a naturalized Portuguese) as agent to the shippers and supercargo. This 
man was taken similarly occupied in the vessel taken a short time since with 
900 slaves in her by Her Majesty’s ship “Ranger,” and has been captured 
twice in a subordinate position, and twice as agent for the cargo; in both the 
latter cases the freight taken on the well-understood terms of half cargo disposed 
of. The actual Captain, Pedro Juan Capo, of the vessel, has been sixteen times 
for slaves to various ports ir Africa since 183%, but chiefly from the Bights of 
Benin, Gallinas and Cape Lopez; the two latter places previous to 1848. He is 
a Catalonian by birth, but has long resided in Cuba. She had on board when 
I detained her a crew of nineteen; showed no colours, and delivered up no 
papers, and officially had neither name nor nationality ; had 296 slaves on board, 
viz., 133 men, 55 women, 80 boys, and 27 girls, and equipped as regards provi- 
sions and water for sixty days for 350 slaves. She was bound to any port in 
Cuba most convenient for landing. I was assured by both Captain and super- 
cargo that six or seven vessels that they knew of, some American, but clearing out 
of Cuba, were engaged in the same sort of speculation as regards the vessel 
and equipments, and having no other connexion with the shippers than letters 
of introduction to the several shipping places on the coast of Africa. The super- 
cargo, who has been nearly four years on the South Coast, Congo, and Mangue 
Grande, and has been captured on every occasion of his trying to leave, told me 
that slaves were scarce in the factories at Mangue Grande, and although they might 
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be had in large numbers, they were not always to be procured at short notice, 
as the European traders avoided purchasing beyond a certain number to save 
the expense of keep, in consequence of the uncertainty of an opportunity 
to ship them off, and that the native traders near, them did not encumber 
themselves too soon for the same reason, and that to the best of his knowledge 
there were not above 250 slaves in the factories at Mangue Grande when these were 
ae pa off. On 26th at 2 p.m. I sent Mr. Gulliver, Second Master, five seamen, 
and two kroomen belonging to this ship, and the supercargo and carpenter of 
the detained vessel, to navigate her to St. Helena for adjudication in the Vice- 
Admiralty Court at that Island. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed) V. G. ROBERTS, Master Commanding. 
No. 170. 


Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” Cabinda, July 22, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that on the morning of the 11th instant, observing a sail off 
Mangue Grande, the great shipping-place a little to the southward of the Congo, I 
immediately proceeded in chase; and having caused the vessel to be boarded, she 
proved to be the American barque “ Seamew,” of Salem, a legal trader, ninety-eight 
days out, and consigned to a Mr. Cunningham, merchant, at St. Paul’s de Loanda. 

I beg to annex the boarding officer’s report, with the usual return, and 


have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure in No. 1°70. 
Lieutenant Hereford to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” at Sea, Lat. 6° 21' S., Long. 11° 59! E., July 11, 1862. 
IN compliance with your order I this day boarded the American barque “Seamew,” and beg to inform you 
that I found her register correct. 
The Master did not require any notation made in his log, and made no complaints. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) E. W. HEREFORD. 





No. 171. 
Commander Wratislaw to Commodore Edmonstone. 


“ Ranger,” at Sea, Lat. 8° 7’ S., Long. 10° 26’ E., 
Sir, July 17, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I this day directed Lieutenant Dale to 
board the American barque “Joshua Bragdon,” and examine her register, which 
was apparently correct. 

here was no detention, and the master had no complaint to make. 
I inclose a copy of the boarding officer’s report. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. WRATISLAW. 





Inclosure in No. 171. 
Lieutenant Dale to Commander Wratislaw. 


Sir, “ Ranger,” at Sea, Lat. 8° 7’ S., sony 10° 20’ &., July 17, 1862. 
In obedience to to your order I this day boarded the American barque ‘‘ Joshua Bregdon,” and examined 
her register, which was apparently correct. 
The Master made no complaint of the visit. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. T. DALE. 
‘Witness : ; a 
(Signed) H. C. Tremayne. 
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No. 172. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


zie, ‘‘ Arrogant,” Ascension, September 2, 1862. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a correspondence that has taken place 
between Commodore Didelot, Commander-in-chief of the French squadron on this 
station, and myself, consequent on the boarding of the brig “Pierre Frédéric” on 
the 14th of June last, by the boats of Her Majesty’s ship “ Dart.” 

Trusting that my proceedings in the matter will meet with their Lordships’ 


approval, I have, &c. , 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 172. 
Commodore Didelot to Commedore Edmonstone. 


M. le Commodore, _ ; Baie de ' Eléphant, “ Junon,” le 7 Aokt, 1862. 

LORSQUE j'ai eu I'honneur de vous écrire, il y a peu de jours, je me félicitais de n’avoir 6té dans le cas 
de vous adresser ni plainte ni réclamation depuis que j'avais pris le commandement de la Division Francaise. 
Je regrette qu'il n’en soit plus ainsi aujourd'hui, et je me vois, par suite des plaintes qui me sont faites, dans 
l'obligation de réclamer auprés de vous contre la visite passé par l’aviso-a-vapeur ‘“ Dart,” a bord du navire de 
commerce Francaise le “ Pierre Frédéric,” de Rouen. 

Du rapport circonstancié qui m’est adressé, sous la signature du Capitaine et des principaux de l’équipage, et 
des explications détaillés que s'est fait donner M. le Capitaine de l’aviso-a-vapeur le “‘ Lamothe-Piquet,” qui a 
interrogé les hommes du ‘ Pierre Frédéric,” ressortent les faits suivants :— 

Le 14 Juin de cette année Je “ Pierre Frédéric” se rendant du Gabon a la céte de Krou, fut rencontré et 
chassé par la corvette-i-vapeur “ Dart.” Comme il se disposait a hisser son pavillon aprés avoir reconnu la qualité 
et les couleurs du vapeur qui le chassait, il fut semoncé par un coup de canon a poudre qui précéda de quelques 
instants le moment o le pavillon Frangais fut hissé. Le “ Dart” élongeant alors le ‘ Pierre Frédéric” & petite 
distance, Peo questions furent échangées ; puis, arrivé sur l'avant du brick, il tira un second coup de canon 
a poudre, & la suite duquel le “ Pierre Frédéric” qui faisait bonne route sous toutes voiles, dut mettre imme- 
diatement en paune, et recevoir, malgré ses observations, la visite de deux officiers Anglais, qui, non contents de se 
faire représenter les papiers du navire, se sont arrogé le droit l'interroger les noirs passagers & bord : ainsi que le 
capitaine le leur avait déclaré, ces noirs, réguliérement expédiés du Gabon, étaient des Kroumen qui rentraient 
dans leur pays. Enfin, pendant cette visite, le second et plusieurs hommes de l'équipage déclarent qu'un des 
matelots de la calciniére Anglaise, monté & bord du “ Pierre Frédéric’ se penchait sur les écoutilles tachant 
d’y surprendre par l’ouie ou par l’odorat, la présence de noirs enfermés. 

Tels sont, sommairement, M. le Commodore, les faits qui me sont dénoncées, et contre lesquels je porte 
plainte, Le “ Pierre Frédéric” ayant peut-étre tardé & montrer ses couleurs j’admets sans difficulté que le ** Dart” 
lait semoncé d’un premier coup de canon a poudre; mais lorsque le pavillon Francais a 6té arboré, que des 
questions ont été échangées, il ne pouvait y avoir aucun doute dans l'esprit de M. le Commandant Richards sur la 
nationalité du b&timent, qui, d’ailleurs, porte son nom et celui de son port d'attache sur le tableau et sur les 
lisses, 

Je ne puis donc reconnaitre ni la légitimité du second coup de canon, ni, 4 plus forte raison, celle de la visite 
qui I'a suivie. Encore mvins puis-je laisser passer sans protestation l’interrogatoire que l'on a fait subir aux Krou- 
men passagers & bord du “ Pierre Frédéric,” interrogatoire blessant aprés la déclaration .du capitaine, inutile 
Wailleurs puisque le droit de saisie est tombé avec le Traité de 1849, et formellement contraire dl’ Article VII de 
la Convention du 31 Mars, 1859, qui a réglé entre nos deux Gouvernements les conditions et les formes de la 
vérification du pavillon pour les navires suspects de s’abriter sous des couleurs qu'ils n’ont pas le droit de 
porter, 

Je suis donc fondé & tenir pour illégale la visite a laquelle le “ Pierre Frédéric” a été soumis, et a porter 
plainte de cette visite, et particuligrement de l’interrogatoire qu’ont subi les noirs passagers a bord de ce 
navire. 

Je laisse de cété toute plainte sur le retard apporté & la navigation du “ Pierre Frédéric,” retenu suivant la 
mention inscrite au réle d’équipage par l’officier du “ Dart” pendant dix minutes seulement, tandisque le capitaine 
Frangais déclare qu’il a di perdre plus d’une heure; je tiens ce fait pour peu important en lui-méme et surtout en 
présence des graves illégalités que jai l'honneur de vous signaler. 

Vous pensez certainement comme moi, M. le Commodore, que nous devons, les uns et les autres, respecter 
scrupuleusement, dans son esprit et dans sa lettre, la Convention de 1859, et répudier franchement et loyalement 
toutes les recherches et les prétentions que les Traités antérieurs, aujourd'hui abolis, pouvaient, jusqu’d un certain 
point, autoriser. Tenez-vous pour assuré, M. le Commodore, que la police du pavillon Francais, qui m'appartient 
exclusivement, sera fermement exercée sous mon commandement, et que je suis aussi désireux que vous pouvez 
l'étre, ou aucun des officiers sous vos ordres, de m’opposer, en ce qui me regarde, au honteux Trafic des Noirs. 
Toutes les fois que vous aurez pu recueillir, et que yous voudrez bien me communiquer, des indices de nature a 
mettre en légitime suspicion quelque batiment Fran¢ais, soyez sir que j'en tiendrai le plus grand compte et que 
je u’épargnerai ni soins ni peiues pour saisir le coupable et le livrer a la justice de mon pays. 

Mais, la grandeur et I'importance du but que nous poursuivons tout comme vous, celui de labolition de 
V'infame Trafic des Noirs, ne saurait me faire oublier l’independance du pavillon que je suis chargé de protéger 
dans ses opérations Jégitimes, aussi bien que de poursuivre si, par une rare exception, il abritait des transactions 
coupables que nous réprouvons ‘autant que qui que ce soit. 

J’ai toute confiance, M. le Commodore, dans le jugement que vous porteres sur les faite que je vous 
dénoue bien & regret, et je me plais 4 croire, qu’en en donnant connaissance & mon Gouvernement, je pourrai 
V'informer du bon accueil que vous aurez fait & mes réclamations. 


Sir, 





Veuillez, &c. 
Le Chef de Division, Commandant-en-chef la Division Francaise 
des Cétes Occidentales d’ Afrique, 
(Signé) BN. O. DIDELOT. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 172, 
Commodore Edmonstone to Commodore Didelot. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” St. Paul de Loanda, August 10, 1862. 

I EMBRACE this ay eens vares & your despatch of. the 7th instant, of the 
conduct of the Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's steam-vessel “Dart” in boarding the brig “ Pierre 
pe vich waaay cen Excellency in full of the particulars of the I inl 

ith a view to placing your Excellency in ion of the the case, jose of 
the Commander of A a “Darts” report to me, dated 4th altinno ; aleo of a more detailed account on iia teas 
subject, which I have called upon that officer to furnish me with since I had the honour of receiving your commu- 
nication. 

On perusing these documents it will be seen that the “ Pierre Frédéric,” from her suspicious movements in 
not heaving-to, was boarded by the boats cf the “ Dart,” to prove her nationality, and also that the same was 
done in a most courteous manner, and only involved a detention of ten minutes; and that, at the Captzin’s own 
request, the boarding Lieutenant gave him the longitude, 

Had the “ Pierre Frédéric ” been hove-to when the first gun was fired, no farther demand would have been 
made, but the fact of her not doing so very naturally tnattanel the suspicion as to her character, especially as no 
colours had been shown until efter tne first gun was fired ; and the Commander of the “ Dart,” in such case, was 
fully borne out by his instructions in piety Resa oy to the French flag by examining her register. As to the 
fact of any suspicion being attached to the “ Pierre Frédéric,” I think I need scarcely inform your Excellency how 
very necessary it is to exercise the greatest vigilance on this coast, where unhappily the Slave Trade is so 
prevalent, and the agents employed in that barbarous Traffic have no scruple as to the flag they hoist to evade 
the interference of our cruizers engaged in its suppression. 

With regard to the couduct of the boarding-officer, and what took place on board the “ Pierre Frédéric,” I 
feel convinced tle inclosed documents will do away in your mind with the charges made by the captain of the 
brig. I therefore abstain from making any further comment on it. 

In conclusion, I beg to assure your Excellency of my earnest desire at all times to carry out the wishes of 
Her Majesty’s Government, to avoid all interference with vessels sailing under the flag of France, and it gives 
me no little satisfaction to find that this is almost the only complaint that has reached me against a British cruizer 
since I had the honour of commanding on this station. 

I beg you will receive the expression of regard and esteem. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 172. 
Commander Richards to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Dart,” St. Paul de Loanda, July 4, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Adiniralty, that on 
the 14th ultimo I boarded the brig “ Pierre Frédéric,” of Rouen, on suspicion of her being engaged in the Slave 
Trade. 

When first seen she was made out from our masthead to be on the starboard tack, and afterwards was 
reported to have gone round ; when seen from the deck, she was on the port tack, with studding-sails set. After 
having had our ensign flying in chase half-an-hour, I fired a blank gun, upon which she showed French colours, 
and set her lower studding-sail, and on coming up with her we observed she had a very large crew for a vessel of 
her size, the number of which diminished as we closed. 

On our ranging alongside of him he showed his longitude, which I considered a suspicious circumstance, as 
he must have known we had not chased him for five hours for the purpose of giving him that. I hailed him to 
say I would send a boat on board of him. Steamed ahead and shortened sail. He, however, took no notice of 
this, and, after waiting more than ten minutes, I fired a blank cartridge, as there was too much wind to board him 
without his heaving-to ; he, therefore, hove-to, and I sent a boat alongside in charge of Lieutenant Dundas, with 
orders to leave directly the verification of the flag had taken place; a copy of which orders, and Lieutenant 
Dundas’ report, I have the honour to inclose. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) FREDERICK RICHARDS. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 172. 
Orders addressed to Lieutenant Dundas. 


Memo. “ Dart,” at Sea, Lat. 0° 4’ N., Long. 2° 2 W., June 14, 1862. 
‘ YOU are to proceed on board the brig which is in sight showing French colours, 
You will call updn the captain for the production of his register and official log in order to verify the flag. 
If you should consider her a lawful trader, you will quit her at once; if you suspect her otherwise, you will 
ee ond aa ' of this daty, and 
‘on wi to give no reasonable ground of complaint in the performance of this 
will on leaving the ip ( a ba lawful trader) offer to vote upon ber log the fact. of her having been boarded, 


and state the length of her detention. 

(Signed) FREDK. RICHARDS, Commander. 
To Lieutenant C. Dundas, 
Her Majesty's ship “ Dart.” i 


| RRS RS TR emer leCET 


: REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS: 207 
Inclogure 5 in No. ¥72. 
| Lkewtenant Dundas to Comenander Richards. 


Sir, “Dart,” at Sea, Lat. 0° ¥ N., Long. 2° 20 W., June 14, 1862. 

IN compliance with your orders of to-day's date I proceeded to board the brig showing French colours. 

On boarding her I requested the captain to produce his register, which he did, and J found her to be the 
™ ky Frédéric” of Rozen, with a crew of fourteen men, bound from the River Gaboon to Cape Palmas, with a 
general cargo. 

I treated the captain courteously, and at his request gave him the longitude, and made a note of my visit, 
with the time of detention, in his log-book. 

I then, having offered to make sail on the brig, which he declined, left her, the visit having detained her ten 
minutes. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) COLIN M. DUNDAS. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 172. 
Commander Richards to Commodors Bdmonstone. 


a “ Dart,” St. Paul de Loanda, August 10, 1862. 

WITH regard to the complaint made by the master of the French brig “Pierre Frédéric” (to the Com- 
modore of the French Navat Division), concerning her having been visited 14th June last by an officer from 
Her Majesty's sloop under my command, I have the honour to state that the circumstances having been 
reported to you in letter dated Loanda, 4th ultimo, I have but little to add thereto, but will proceed to 
recapitulate them, and at the same time answer the complaint made by the captain of the brig as to the manner 
in which the visit was conducted, which I have read with surprise and regret. 

2. The “ Pierre Frédéric” was sighted from the mast-head about 8 a.m. on the 14th June, and reported 
to be upon the starboard tack, and subsequently was reported as having gone round and set a topmast-studding- 
sail. After having chased under sail for two hours, and. finding we did not gain upon her, steam was got up. 
and the chase continued under steam and sail, and it was not until after a chase of five hours that I succeeded 
in coming up with her. Previous to firing the first blank gun the ensign had been flying from the peak of 
Her Majesty's sloop under my command for half an hour, and it was not until after this summons that she 
showed her colours, and at the same time set her lower studding-sail, and exhibited her longitude on a board. 
On coming up with the brig I hailed to say I would send a boat alongside, and steamed a-head and hove-to for 
that purpose; but she continued on her course, and it was not until I had been in that position for ten minutes, 
with the main-topsail to the mast and jib-sheet flowing, and steaming a-head full speed to keep pace with the 
brig, which showed no intention of heaving-to, that I fired the second blank guv, upon which she came to the 
wind. I then detached a boat in charge of Lieutenant Colin M. Dundas (a copy of my orders to him, together 
with his report to me, I had the honour to inclose in my letter hefore quoted). 

3. I have now called upon that officer to report further upon the matter, and beg to inclose a copy of that 
order, together with his reply. 

4. Concerning the interrogation of the Kroomen, Lieutenant Dundas distinctly denies it having taken place, 
and I have personally questioned the petty officer who carried the boarding book up the ship’s side, and he denies 
having acted in the manner imputed to him, stating that he walked on the gangway waiting the return of the officer 
to carry the book into the boat, as an officer encumbered with his side arms cannot well carry a large boarding 
book up and down the ship's side himself. 

With regard to the discrepancy in time, I can make no better answer than to inclose herewith a copy of the 
ship’s log for that day, wherein it will be scen thut from, the dispatch to the return of the boat, twenty minutes only 
elapsed, ten of which, more or léss, must have been passed in going to and from the ship. 

6. The circumstances which led to my boarding the “‘ Pierre Frédéric” were :— 

First. Her having been reported to me on a different course in the morning (this was probably a mistake of 
the masthead men and of the officers who went aloft to examine her), but an officer specially employed for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade naturally attaches importance to such indications, especially in a geographical 
position such as that in which the chase took place. 

Second. The delay in showing the colours after so long a chase and the setting the lower studding-sail. 

Third. The numerous ap of the crew, which was accounted for by the Kroomen passengers. 

Fourth. The offhand mode of exhibiting the longitude, as if the meeting was a casual one, 

7. In conclusion, I can only express my regret that this case has been made subject of complaint. In deter- 
mining to board the “ Pierre Frédéric ” my only idea was to discharge faithfully the duty for the performance of 
which I am employed upon this coast. , ; 

8. The visit was performed strictly in accordance with Article VI of the Convention of 1859, and I cannot 
discover that any breach of Article VIL‘or VIII of that Convention took place. 

9. I have every confidence in the discretion of Lieutenant Dundas, the officer who conducted the visit, which 
I feel sure was conducted in am officer-like and gentleman-like. manner, sud that nothing was done that could 
reasonably hurt the feelings of any one. 

10, Vessels em in the Trafic in Slaves are cinerea re wp to assume an appesrance of honesty. It 
is therefore diffeult to 7 oe fact of a having a name on her stern, which of course 


Sir, 


would be safficient proof ef her nationality in any ether part of the is not always a safe criterion on the 
1, the object I could. have, therefore, in the “ Pierre Frédéric” to be visited was to vorifi 
her narlanali sage ba od Bogs oalig ty venga od. the. visle loft ber; fret offering 46 note om the log 


the fact of’ the visit, and Seca. obeaing babe walt 0b the tosadl Uo moter uses Gat Beda on shen 
an possible, | ‘ ‘ 

I have, dc. 

(Signed) FREDK. W. RICHARDS. 
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Inelogure 7 in No, 172. q 
_ Orders addresaped to Lieutenant Dundas., 


Memo. “ Dart,” Loanda, August 10, 1862. 
A:COMPLAINT having been made to the Commodore of the French naval division by the muster of 
the French brig “ Pierre Frédéric,” of Rouen, of having been boarded by this ship om the 14th June last, in 
part of which he states that you forced your way on board his vessel in spite of his remonstrances, and that not 
content with obliging him to show his papers, you arrogated to yourvelf the right of questioning the black 
rs on board, although you had been informed that they were Kroomen returning to their own country, 
and, further, that one of the boat's crew of the whaler, in which you went alongside, came on board the vessel, 
and knelt down to the hatchway endeavouring to discover either by sound or smell if there were blacks battened 
down below. 
lt is my direction that you again report fully upon the circumstances connected with the boarding of the 
“ Pierre Frédéric” by you, and that you answer the above complaints. You will cause Mr. Osborn, the officer who 
accompanied you, as witness on the occasion, to affix his signature to your statement should he consider it correct, 


and yon will then deliver it to me without delay. 
(Signed) F. W. RICHARDS, Commanaer. 
To Lieutenant C. Dundas, 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Dart.” 





Inclosure 8 in No. 172. 
Lieutenant Dundas to Commander Richards. 


Sir, “ Dart,” St. Paul de Loanda, August 10, 1862. 

IN compliqnce with your Memorandum of this day's date, I beg to inform you of the circumstances which 
occurred on my boarding the French brig “ Pierre Frédéric,” of Rouen, on the 14th June last. 

On my arrival alongside, the master objected to my boarding, until 1 had informed him of my rank, when he 
immediately gave us a boat-rope and ladder. 

I was accompanied by Mr. Osborn, second master and a petty officer, who carried the boarding book. 

I went aft and requested the master to produce his register and official log, both of which he produced without 
any hesitation in his cabin. 

I gave him the longitude, and made a note, at his request, of the fact of his having been boarded by me, as 
also the time of detention. 

I read the same to him, and he expressed himself perfectly satisfied. 

I never questioned any of the black passengers, and all particulars I wished to know | obtained from tke 
master, who gave them without reluctance. 

The only person who came on’ board, besides Mr. Osborn, was the petty officer, who attended with the 
boarding book, and gave it to me on the quarter- deck. 

On leaving, I offered to make sail on the brig, but he declined. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) COLIN DUNDAS. 
Signature of officer who accompanied me as a witness : 
(Signed) James R. Ossonn, 2nd Master. 





No. 173. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “« Arrogant,” at Ascension, September 2, 1862. 

WITH reference to your letter dated the 2ist of June last, which reached 
me at St. Paul’s de Loanda on the evening of the 2nd ultimo, I have the honour 
to report, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that I 
despatched Her Majesty's steam-vessel ‘‘ Mullet” the next day for os, with 
the necessary instructions for the “Investigator” to prepare and p without 
delay to communicate with Dr, Baikie at the Confluence of the Niger. 

Lieutenant Lefroy has been furnished with full instructions for his guidance, 
and directed to take charge of the presents sent out to the Native Chiefs, who have 
shown much kindness to Dr. Baikie. Mr. Southwick, Master’s Assistant of the 
‘‘ Espoir,” who was up the river last year, has also been lent to the “ Investigator,” 
in compliance with ‘their Lordships’ orders. 

In the event of anything occurring to delay the “Investigator” beyond the 
time mentioned in their Lordships’ despatch, I have directed the senior officer of 
the Bights Division, Captain Lace, .of Her Majesty’s ship “Brisk,” to send the 
“ Handy,” which veasel has beén ready for service in the Niger for some time, ih 


- her place. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) ___ W. EDMONSTONF. 
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No. 174. 
Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. 


“ Espoir,” at Sea, Lat. 6° 45’ 8., Long. 12° 25’ E., 
Sir, - July 22, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I have this day detained a barque of about 
250 tons, having no name, and sailing under no colours, having a slave-deck laid 
for about 900 slaves, and being in all respects fitted for the Slave Trade. 

Having taken out of her fourteen of her crew, consisting in all of seventeen 
men, Spaniards and Portuguese, I detached Lieutenant Murray and a prize-crew of 
eleven men to navigate her to St. Helena. 

From what I learn from the crew, | believe this vessel fitted out at Cadiz; she 
was to have shipped her slaves about Mecula. 

Her master (a Portuguese) states that he has been backwards and forwards 
from the coast for the last twenty years; that this is the sixth time he has been 
taken ; and that he has escaped with cargoes of slaves five times. 

I had received no previous information, of the movements of this vessel. 

I have reason to believe she sailed from Cadiz about the 16th of May, and that 
she formerly sailed under the name of the ‘ Traviata.” 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 





No. 175. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” Cabinda, July 22, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to report, for the information of my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that on the 11th instant, while off the River Congo, J fell in with 
and boarded the barque “ Clarissa,” under American colours. 

The vessel’s name appears on the Suspected List. She had no register, but 
produced a certificate signed by the American Consul at Cadiz, to the effect 
tnat her register having been lost on the passage between New York and 
that port, he had given the certificate to enable her to claim the protection of the 
American flag. , 

Under these circumstances, I permitted the “Clarissa” to eS, on her 
voyage, but Iam convinced she is not a legal trader, and that she will certainly 
ship a cargo of slaves as soon as a favourable opportunity offers. 

This vessel was again met with by the “ Arrogant,” two days afterwards, 
in the Congo, and is now being watched by the cruizers on the South Coast, and [ 
sincerely trust will not succeed in her inhuman object. 

J beg to annex the boarding officer’s report, with the usual return. 

(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure in No. 175. 
Lieutenant Huntley to Commodore Edmonstone. — 


“ Arrogant,” at Sea, Lat. 6° 2\' S., Long. 11° 59° E., 
Sir, eo 1, 1862. 

IN compliance with your order I this day boarded the American ue “ Clarissa,” and beg to inform you 
that I found she had no y shee, dhs dnseiat statbeli a letter given hint the American Consul at Cadis, which 
stated that the register had been lost on the efrom New York to , which letter I believe to be authentic. 
The master did not require any notation made ia bis log, and made no complaints. vy 


I have, &c. 
; (Signed) SPENCER R. HUNTL&Y. 


\ 
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No. 176. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Seeretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ ant,” at Ascension, ig aneoag | 12,-1862. 

WITH reference to your letter dated the 2ist June last, I have the honour to 
report, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that I 
have this day received intelligence from Captain Luce, of Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Brisk,” the Senior Officer of the Bight Division, that the “ Investigator” was to 
have left Fernando Po, properly equipped, on the 30th ultimo, for the River Niger, 
in pursuance with their Lortahipe instructions. 

An officer from the “ Espoir” was on board; also, that the crew were healthy 
and cheerful. 

The “ Brisk” is to meet the “Investigator” at the entrance of the Nun, with 
a hired covered boat containing about twenty-five tons of coal, which she will turn 
over to her. This is a very thoughtful arrangement on the part of Captain Luce, 
as the boat can easily be towed by the “Investigator,” and will enable her to 
replenish her fuel when necessary, it not being prudent to burn wood, and thus 
insure their Lordships’ directions with regard to this important service being 
efficiently carried out. * 

I beg leave here to add, that | pe praise is due to Lieutenant Glover, of the 
‘‘Handy,” for the very valuable and ready assistance afforded by him to Lieutenant 
Lefroy in equipping the “ Investigator.” Although he must have been disappointed 
at not being permitted to proceed up the Niger, as previously arranged by me, 
still he freely gave the benefit of his experience and and advice; and I feel it dvs to 
that officer to bring the same under their Lordships’ notice. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 


No. 177. 
Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “Torch,” Sierru Leone, August 20, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that the barque “ Clarissa,” detained by 
Her Majesty’s ship “Torch” in the River Congo on the 24th day of July, 1862, on 
the ground of being engaged in the Slave Trade, was this day condemned in the 
Vice-Admiralty Court as not being entitled to the protection of the American flag 
or that of any other State or nation. 

The capture of this vessel was chiefly brought about by the information 
received from the Foreign Office, which stated that she shipped from Cadiz at night 
without papers or clearance. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FREDK. H. SMITH. 





No. 178. 
Commander Simpson to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Mullet,” off the River Congo, August 9, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to forward the inclosed letter from Lieutenant A. J. Brooke, 
of Her geen fe sloop under my command, reporting the destruction of a 
eg loaded with slaves, through being run on shore in. the surf near Point 

ron. 
The vessel was observed from the masthead of the ‘ Mullet,” shortly before 
she was chased by Lieutenant Brooke, and was taken to be one of the class 
of coasters. She passed in-shore of the “ Mullet” (then at anchor about six miles 
from Point Padron) close to the surf. b : 

Knowing that Mr. Brooke would most Fri: x mi her on his return 
from Shark’s Point (where I had sent him to obtain information of the movements of 
the “ Espoir”),\I did not board her from the ship. Pe ig es 

The following morning | proceeded in the whaler to obtain what information I 

. \ 
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could relative to the wrecked vesse] and her living freight. To my astonishment, 
not a vestige of her was to be seen on the beach where she had run on shore, and 
nothing to indicate that anything unusual had happened, beyond innnmerable foot- 
prints and other marks on the sand ; also, great numbers of natives moving about 
in the bush beyond. 

The surf being too heavy to beach the boat without risk, I proceeded to Shark’s 
Point, where 1 heard that the slaves had been marched.off into the bush, where also 
the pieces of the vessel had been drawn as she broke up on the surf. It will conse- 
quently be seen that it was impossible to obtain a more accurate measurement 
. the vessel than the estimate given by Lieutenant Brooke in the inclosed 
etter. 

I have much pleasure in bringing to your notice the gallant conduct of 
Lieutenant Brooke and his boat’s-crew of Kroomen, in beaching the boat through 
a most dangerous surf, by which means they were enabled to save the lives of many 
of the unfortunate slaves, though it is to be regretted that, unavoidably, many 
perished, and none were redeemed from slavery. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON. 





Inclosure in No. 178. 
Lieutenant Brooke to Commander Simpson. 


Sir, “ Mullet,” off the River Congo, August 9, 1862. 

IN compliance with your order, I this day proceeded in the whale boat of Her Majesty’s ship ‘“ Mullet” to 
Shark’s Point, and on my return observed a schooner making for the mouth of the Congo. 

As she appeared a suspicions vessel, and there was great confusion on board, I pulled towards her, when her 
helm was put up, and she ran on shore in the surf. 

I immediately beached the whaler, but the people belonging to the schooner (one of whom was a white man), 
together with about 150 young negroes (whom I conclude to have beea slaves) escaped into the bush directly the 
schooner struck. 

Several of the slaves who were injured by the falling of the masts I managed to drag out of the surf; a 
great number, I regret to say, were drowned: as night was coming on I could render them no further assistance. 

The surf was so heavy that it was impossible to board the schooner. She was apparently without colours, 
and as near as I am able to judge, about 60 or 70 feet long, with 14 or 15 feet beam, 9 or 10 feet depth of hold, 
and of about 70 or 80 tons. 

I remained on shore until the schooner was entirely destroyed, when with great difficulty we launched the 
whaler through the surf, and returned to the ship. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR T. S. BROOKE. 





No. 179. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


> “ Arrogant,” at Ascension, September 12, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a letter, dated 23rd ultimo, from Commander 
Perry, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘‘ Griffon,” which has only to-day reached 
me at this anchorage, and of its inclosure, respecting the very recent atrocities 
committed by the King of Dahomey. \ 

' T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 179. 
Commander Perry to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, ' « Griffon, " at Lagos, August 28, 1868: 
__ | BEG to inform you thet I forwarded by last mail a copy of the inclosed information, but as Hor Majesty's 
ship hi all is now Jeaving for Ascension, I send another eopy so that you may receive it as soon as 
ar -1 could not ohteia any information the warlike tectids of the Dehomians from 
Mr. Euaphnt, as he was net permitted to leave the immediate ¥ of his hut during his stay at Abomey, 
‘Howprer, 1 firmly believe that the information he bas given is vtrctly corret, exeept that from bis ssewere 


"hi 


\ 
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to my questions sbout the space the troops covered, the time they took marching past, &c., I feel sure he has 
greatly exaggerated their number. 
1 have, &c. 


(Signed) J. L. PERRY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 179. 


Commander Perry to Cammodore Edmonstone. 


; “ Griffon,” Little Popoe, August 6, 1862. 
‘ I THINK it my duty to lay before you, with as little delay as possible, the following information concerning 
Dahomey :— 

On 5th August, when at anchor off Little Popoe, I received a letter from the shore, stating that Mr. Euschut, 
a Dutch merchant, residing at Popoe, had just returned from Abomey, and had news of great interest for my ear. 
This Mr. Euschut I have had frequent communications with, and I have every reason to believe his information to 
he most accurate, trustworthy and reliable; I therefore borrowed a surf-boat from a Dutch brig laying in the 
roads, and having manned her with ten of our Kroomen, I with great difficuity effected a landing, two boats out 
of three that tried the beach on that day being capsized owing to the very heavy surf. 

I give the substance of Mr. Euschut’s information as closely as possible, having jotted it down in my note- 
book during our conversation. 

It appears that Mr. Euschut went to Whydah on trade business in the middle of June—on June 24th. 
While still at Whydah he received the “stick” of the King of Dahomey, with an intimation that his presence was 
required at Abomey. Mr. Euschut tried every method of evading the journey, but without avail; the Cabooceers 
of Whydah plainly telling him that he would be carried to Abomey as a prisoner if he did not at once willingly 
obey the King’s message. Accordingly at 1 p.m. of June 26, having provided himself with six hammockmen, he 
left Whydah for Abomey, escorted by an armed party of Dahomians. The same evening he reached Atada, the 
old residence of the Kings of Dahomey. 

June 27.— At | p.m. left Atada an’: arrived at Tafour at 10 p.m. 

June 28.—At 5°30 a.m. started for Kannoo through swamp, very little water over swamp; and easily passed. 
Av 2°30 p.m. reached Kannoo, about twelve miles’ journey; arrived outside walls of Abomey at 7 30 p.., the 
road the whole way being very good. He was at once shown into a very fair house, and told to remain there during 
the night. 

June 29.-—Received a message from King that he was to be presented the next day. 

June 30.—Entered walled part of town through Royal gate; ree-ived there by two Cabooceers, who <aluted 
him, saying, “ King had never seen a Dutchman; King’s father had never seen a Dutchman, and now they had 
plenty of people to kill, they were very glad to see a Dutchman.” He was then ordered to drink the King’s 
health four times, after which the Cabooceers danced round him, singing and firing guns. He was then conducted 
to the King's place, and received there by the Prime Minister, who told him the King would receive him the 
next day. 

July 1.—Received by the King, who was seated outside of the palace on a raised dais, surrounded by Amazons. 
He saluted the King in the European style; the King at once got up and shook hands with him, saying he was 
very glad to see a Dutchman. He continued talking Portuguese for about ten minutes with the King, and was then 
ordered to return to his house and remain inside for three days. 

July 5.—He was brought to the market-place, where he was told many people had been killed the night before. 
He first saw the body of Mr. William Dogherty, a Sierra Leone man, and late Church Catechist at Ishagga. 
The body was crucified against a large tree, one nailthrough the head, one through the chest, and one through 
each hand and foot, the left arm bent, and a large cotton umbrella in his grasp. Mr. Euschut was then tuken to 
the King, who was seated on a raised platform, trom which he was talking to the people much ve io dial and 
promising them an attack on Abbeokutain November. Cowries, cloth, and rum were then distributed. 

In front of the market-place rows of human heads, fresh and gory, were ranged, and the whole place was 
saturated with blood. The heads evidently had belonged to some of the Ishagga prisoners, who had been 
killed during the night, after having been tortured in the most horrible manner. 

Until July 10th Mr. Euschut was ordered to remain quiet in his house, and not to move or look out after 
sun-down. 

July 10.—The ground shook violently, evidently, from the date, the effect of the earthquake felt at 
Accra. Mr. Euschut wasat once brought to the market-place, where he found the King again seated on the raised 
platform, surrounded by Amazons. 

The King told him that the “ground shaking” was his father’s spirit complaining that ‘‘ customs” were not 
‘made proper.” \ 

Three Ishagga Chiefs were then brought before the King, and told they were to go and inform his father’s 
spirit that ‘‘ customs” should be “ made” better than ever. Each Chief was then given a bottle of rum, a head of 
cowries, and then decapitated. 

Twenty-four men were then brought out, bound in baskets, with their heads just showing out; they were 
placed on the platform in front of the King, and thrown down to the people, whu were dancing and singing below. 
As each man was thrown down, he was seized and beheaded. The heads were dn in one heap, ‘and the bodies 
in another. Each Dahomian who caught a victim and cut the head off received one head of cowries (about 2s.) 

After all were killed,-Mr. Euschut was conducted home. eG : 

July 11.—Taken to another part of the town, where exactly similar horrors were being perpetrated. 

July 12.—All the platforms were taken down, and the ag a appeared to be firing guns, singing, and 
roger all day. ‘There were no public sacrifices for ten days, but Mr. Euschut believes many took place during 
the night. ! 

uly 22.—Taken to see the “grand custom” at the palace of the late King, at the gates‘ of which two 
platforms were being re-erected. On each platform sixteen men and four horses were p ' 

Inside the palace was another platform, on which ‘were placed sixteen women, four horses, and one alligator. 

The men and women were all Sierra Leone le, captured at Ishagga; they were dressed in European 
ee Ea Gang Mt aeons was seated (bound) a eles, placed vend & tahin-on whieh glasses of rum were 

for each person. : 

‘The King then ascended the platform, where he adored the Dahomian fetish, and made obeisance and 
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spoke to the prisoners, whose right arms were then loosed to enable them to drink the King's health. After 
c aces had been drunk, the “effects” of the late King were paraded, and worshipped by the people as they 


pas 

A d review of then commenced, and as each regiment marched by the King haran them, and 
promised them the sack of Ab Abbeokuta in November. — 7 . e 

Nearly the whole of the troops bore fire-arms ; a few select corps had rifles, but the greater number old flint- 
cock muskets. The artillery consisted of twenty-four guns, 12-pounders. i 

The number of troops could not be less than 50,000 including 10,000 Amazons, all apparently well-disciplined 
troops. 

After the review was over the prisoners were beheaded, their heads being hacked off with blunt knives. 
At the same time the horses and alligator were despatched, particular care being taken that their blood should 
mingle with that of the human prisoners. When all was over, Mr. Euschut was permitted to leave Abomey, which 
it is needless to say he immediately did, having received the munificent viatica of eight heads of cowries, one piece 
of cloth, and two flasks of rum. 

I have 


, &e. ; 
(Signed) J. L. PERRY. 





No. 180. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) “* Narcissus,” at Simon’s Buy, September 15, 1862. 

I HASTEN to call the attention of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
to the 4th Rule of Article I prescribing the reciprocal right of search to be exercised 
within 200 miles from the coast of Africa. 

Advantageous as this privilege is tothe cruizers on the West Coast of this 
Continent, it is of little avail on the East side, because the American slave-vessels 
are now in the practice of proceeding to some of the west ports of Madagascar for 
their cargoes, which places are beyond the limits laid down in the Treaty, and 
therefore it can be evaded by them with impunity. The ports alluded to are 
independent of the King of that island, and the slaves are conveyed thither in 
native vessels from the East Coast of Africa, to be shipped off as opportunities 
offer. 





No. 181. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“‘ Narcissus,” Simon’s Bay, September 19, 1862. 
FORWARDED, for the.information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, in reply to your letter of the 23rd March, 1861, trusting that 
Commander Smith’s explanation may be considered satisfactory. 
(Signed) . W. WALKER. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 181. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


i ‘ “ Arrogant,” Sierra Leone, January 20, 1862. 
IN reference to your letter of the 16th of May last, directing an inquiry to be msde into the conduct of 
Commander Smith, of the “ Torch,” for forcibly releasing two British vessels detained by the Liberian authorities 
at Solyma, for engaging in trade without having previously complied with the requirements of the revenue laws, 
I have the honour to transmit herewith a letter which I\have received from that officer on the subject, the 
particulars having already been forwarded ; and I beg to observe that as Commander Smith was labouring under 
the belief that the Gallinas country was not Liberian territory, and Her Majesty’s Government having subse- 
quently stated that they had never recognized it s such, I am of opinion his conduct should be approved for 
interfering where British interest was concerned. At the sarhe time, however, I think that his conduct was wanting 
in the courtesy and respect due to the President of the Republic of Liberia. 
A chart showing the extent of territory claimed by that Republic was \inclosed in my letter of the 10th of 
October last. \ \ 


I have, &e. | 
\ (Signed) | W. EDMONSTONE. - 


\ 


Sir 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 181. 


Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Torch,” Ascension, January 2, 1862. 

WITH reference to your memcraudum of to-day, I have the hononr to inform you I inclosed copies ot all 
‘ue correspondence relating to the unjust seizure of two British vessels at Solyma, in the Gallinas country, by the 
| iberian Government schooner ‘“ Quail” in my letter of proceedings to you of date January 27, 1861. 

My letter of the 17th December, 1860 (one of the inclosed copies), at Monrovia, addressed to the Secretary 
of State, Republic of Liberia, fully explains my conduct on the occasion. : . 

I would wish to take this opportunity of drawing your attention to the following quotation from a despatch 
from the Foreign Office dated March 20, 1861, to Governor Hill, relative to my proceedings at Morrovia on this 
vecasion, and which was read to me after its receipt at Sierra Leone, in which Her Majesty's Government 
listinctly deny having recognized the sovereiguty of Liberia over the Gallinas, and blame the Commander of the 

Quail” for having seized and carried off two British vessels for trading on a part of the coast which has been 
leld by Beitish authority to belong to independent Chiefs. 
: I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. SMITH. 





No. 182. 
Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone. 
Sir “ Espoir,” at Sea, 
INFORMATION having reached me of a British vessel being engaged in the 
Mave Trade, | report the same for your information. The vessel in question is the 
‘ Lady Abercromby,” a schooner of about 60 tons. 

When at Cabinda on the 29th August, four seamen came on board and 
requested to be received as distressed subjects. Two of them stated that they 
lormed part of the crew of the vessel named above. On the death of the captain 
the mate sent them on shore in the Congo, took on board fresh hands, and after- 
wards left the coast with a cargo of slaves. I have taken their statements in writing, 
duly signed and attested, which [ inclose. 

I took an early opportunity of communicating with Mr. Elkman, the Dutch 
merchant named by these men; he confirmed their statement as far as he was 
himself concerned, Mr. Elkman also acknowledged to me he had a suspicion this 
vessel was not engaged in legal trade at the time he left the Congo. 

From what T could learn on the coast, this vessel must have taken on board 
ver shaves, in vumber 200, at Moanda or Vista, about the last day of July. As far 
ts can learn, the description answers to that of the vessel taken and destroyed by 
Her Majesty's ship « Antelope” on the 2nd of August. 

Thinking that if this information is received in England as soon as possible it 
way he the means of punishing those implicated, I have deemed it my duty, in 
compliance with the Slave Trade Instructions, to forward a copy of this letter direct 
to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 


’ 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 





Inclosure in No, 182. 


eclavaton of Jahn Clarke and George Mark, Seamen, late of the English schooner “ Lady Abercromby.” 


VE John Clarke and George Mark, do declare that we shipped on board the British schooner “ Lady 

fe ccomty at Liverpool about the end of August 1861, to make the voyage to the West Coast of Africa; we 

+ told that the vessel would be away about a year. The owner of the vessel was Mr. Layton or Lyton, of 

Crecke | Lave, Liverpool; the Captain's name was James, and the mate Mr, Ewen, a Scotchman of Glasgow, his 

‘ey revling at Liverpool. The rest of the crew consisted of the cook and two other seamen, and a young man 
wl Stevens, a carpenter, a native of Liverpool. 

Tie cargo taken on board at Liverpool was general, consisting of hams, cheese, crockeryware, &c. After 

y at several places on the coast to trade, including Benin, Old Calabar, Cape Palmas, and Fernando Po, the 

{arrived at Banana at the mouth of the Congo about the end of June 1862. Here the captain was taken ill 

(wd at the factory of a Dutch merchant, Mr, Elkman ; the mate, Mr. Ewen, then taking charge of the ship 

vveded inher up the Congo to Punta da Lenha ; here all the cargo was landed except eight casks of palm oil, 

ter sloch we were set to work to paint and repair the ship. After this the mate sent for us and told us he did 

sf! saat us any more, he would pay us our wages and send us en shore; when we told him we had shipped for the 

ge and the old captain would not have discharged us, he told us we must go, and that he (the mate ) was 

vy now. On asking for a discharge we were refused, and we then told the mate we knew he wanted to get us 

vet ©! the way ashe intended to take slaves, Shortly after this we were sent on shore, and at length we got 

woven the river in acanoe to Mr, Elkman’s factory, where we remained some time doing odd jobs. One night 
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when at Mr, Elkman’s watching the premises, the “ Lady Abercromby” came down the river and anchored off the 
factory, and after remaining a few hours sailed to the north. We heard that the mate had shipped some foreigners 
in our room at Punta da Lenha, and that he was now going to ship slaves. A few days after we heard, from the 
natives, that the schooner had taken slaves on board a few miles to the north, had gone out to sea, where she was 
taken by one of the men of war. About this time we left Mr. Elkman’s and after some days got to Cabenda 
trying to get employment ; at length all our money being gone and having sold all our clothes we went on board 
Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir,” where we were received on the 29th August, 1862. 

The above statement having been taken and afterwards read over to us, we declare the same to be true and 
correct in all particulars, in token of which (being unable to write) we hereby attach our respective marks, this 
second day of September, 1862. 

(Signed) JAMES CLARKE, his % mark, Native of St. Kitts, West Indies. 
GEORGE MARK, his ¥ mark, Native of St. Helena. 
In the presence of 
(Signed) Suotto Dovucias, Commander, H.M.S. “ Espoir.” 
MELVILL MAXWELL, Assistant Paymaster. 


a 


No. 183. 
Commander Leycester io the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Liverpool, November 11, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose for the information of my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, copy of a letter I have this day received from Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner at St. Paul de Loanda, and to acquaint you that the two men 
named therein, arrived at this port in the African mail-packet ‘ Armenian” on the 
10th instant, and that they now reside at Mr. H. Thompson’s, 16, Queen-street, 
Liverpool. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) L. M. LEYCESTER. 





Inclosure in No. 183. 


Mr. Gabriel to Commander Leycester. 
Sir, Loanda, September 15, 1862. 

THE bearers of this letter are Joseph Marks and John Clark, two seamen, who were improperly landed in 
the River Congo by a person in charge of the British vessel “ Lady Abereramby,” of Liverpool. 

The statements they have made respecting that vessel's movements are of great importance, and may be 
considered by Her Majesty's Government as deserving a strict investigation. 

I take the liberty, therefore, of requesting that you will on receipt hereof lese no time in communicating the 
arrival and place of location of these men to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to whom T hav« 
transmitted a detailed report on this subject by the mail-steamer which conveys this. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 184. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Arrogant,” Sierra Leone, October 6, 1862. 

| HAVE the honour to inclose for your information a letter, dated the 
28th August last, and other papers which I have recently received from Lieutenant 
Stokes, of the ** Bloodhound,” by which it will be seen that our affairs in the Benin 
are at present in a very unsatisfactory state. 

Taking into consideration the peculiar nature of the river, and consequently the 
many difficulties to be met with in resorting to hostile measures against the natives, 
I certainly think an entire stoppage of all trade for a short time, in the manner 
proposed by Lieutenant Stokes, with a man-of-war constantly to visit the Benin, 
would be the best mode of regaining tranquillity in the river. 

I have issued instructions to Captain Luce of the “ Brisk,” the Senior Officer 
in the Bights, to order a cruizer on this duty, should my views coincide with those 
of his Excellency the Governor of Lagos; and I only trust the European traders in 
the Benin will agree together and positively refuse all intercourse with the natives, 
until they come to such terms as Governor Freeman may think proper to impose as 
a punishment for the outrages committed on British subjects. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 


ae eee 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 184. 


Lieutenant-Commander Stokes to Captain Luce. 


Sir, ; “ Bloodhound,” Lagos, August 28, 1862. 

HAVING received orders from Commander Beamish on the 18th July to proceed to Fernando Po for coal, 
and to take Her Majesty's Consul there to Prinee’s and St. Thomas's Island for the benefit of his health, I have to 
inform you that in consequence of an urgent requisition from the said Consul (copy inclosed) to proceed to the 
Renin to protect the lives and property of British merchants, I embarked the Consul and left Fernando Po on the 
Ist August and anchored in the Benin on the 4th, finding the state of the river most unsettled. 

The Consul on our arrival forwarded a despatch to the principal Chief, named Jerry, requesting he would 
proceed on board to have an interview, but he refused on the plea of being detained. Another message was seut, 
but he still refused on the following day. 

Jerry signed a Treaty in the year 1851 (vide Hertslet, vol. ix, p. 14) in the presence of Consul Beecroft 
and Captain Bedingteld, R.N. The Consul made him Chief of the River, and gave him possession of the 
Queen's Stick, which he still retains. 

On the &th instant, the Consul and myself proceeded up to Warree to have an interview with the Chiefs, but 
the result was they had not sufficient power to interfere in the matter. 

On the 16th instant | accompanied Consul Burton to the Chief of Benin to try and persuade the King to use 
his influence and send down some of his Chiefs to assist us in settling this affair. The King having promised to 
do so, we waited for five days, but they never came; in fact, I think the King had no intention of sending them 
down, as he appeared to have but very little power. 

On the Consul’s arrival the merchants agreed to stop trade, as they imagined the Chiefs would come to our 
terms by delivering up Akeobouir, the Chief who committed the outrage on Mr. Henry's factory. 

After having the trade stopped for twenty-two days, no effect was produced, and I think myself the Chiefs 
would hold out for at least six months or so. 

After weighing over the matter the Consul and myself thought it advisable to leave the river, and lay all 
particulars before Governor Freeman. 

There is only one course to be adopted—the merchants must leave their factories and reside on board the 
ships outside the bar, and I think in the course of six months the natives would be happy to come to any terms 
which might be laid before them. 

Nearly all the villages are up narrow crecks, and we should sustain loss in attacking them. 

The settlement of the Chief Akcobouir is said to be fifteen miles up a very narrow creek. To attack him 
would at least require 1C0 men. Canoes could proceed up, but boats would have great difficulties. 

On the 6th instaut a boat was sent to Lagos with despatches, but unfortunately she was capsized. Having 
remained nearly a month in the river, | wassnot justified in remaining longer, as I had not received orders from 
you, and I was only acting under a requisition, Also Consul Burton wished to have an interview with Governor 
Freeman about the state of the river. 

I crossed the Benin Bar on the morning of the 27th, and proceeded to Lagos to report my proceedings. 





I am, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN E. STOKES. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 184. 
Consul Burton to Lieutenant-Commander Stokes. 
Sir, Fernando Po, 


I HAVE received an urgent requisition for assistance from Mr. Henry, merchant, Benin River: a copy ot 
it is herewith inclosed. 

Relying upon your long experience upon the coast, and your zeal for the protection of British interests, I 
venture to request that you will defer your cruize to Prince's Island and St. Thomas’s, and that you will lend me 
your able assistance in affording defence to British life and property, which are now threatened in the Benin River. 

. Iam, &e. 


(Signed) R. F. BURTON. 


rr 


Inclosure 3 in No. 184. 


Mr. Henry to Consul Burton. 
Sir, Fernando Po, July 28, 1862. 

ON the 24th May of this year, my establishment at Benin River was forcibly plundered by about 200 armed 
uatives, and property to the amount of about 8,00U/. taken away, two of my servants nearly killed, and my wife 
driven from her home through swamps to save her life, or from otherwise being worse treated. It has resulted 
fatally. 

My own life is in danger at any moment unless I have protection from our Government, and I now throw 
myself (as a British subject) on your hands, in the hope that I may obtain that which every Englishman expects 
— ‘ justice.” 

I cannot retura to Benin without this matter being taken up by the Government. Should I do so, I firmly 
helieve every European establishment would be plundered. 

Within the last ten days, Messrs. Horsfall’s establishment there would have been plundered toa large amount 
oF money, had it not been for Captain White and the writer, though protection was given at great risk to our own 

ives, 

If I am not to be left to the mercy of natives of Benin River, I must have immediate assistance. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. C. HENRY. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 184. 


Mr. Henry to Lieutenant-Commander Stokes. 


Sir, Fernando Po, July 29, 1862. 

I HAVE been obliged to leave my residence at Benin River to seek protection and assistance from the 
British flag against the inhabitants of that river. ‘They on the 24th of May last plundered my establishment to 
a very large amount of property, nearly killed two of my servants, and caused the death of my wife, having drive: 
her from her home through swamps to seek protection at another European establishment. 

Within the last ten days Messrs. Horsfall and Son’s establishment was threatened to be plundered, and would 
have heen had not the writer and another agent exerted themselves to protect it, which services were rendered at 
a very great risk of life. 

I have a large amount of property in the Benin River, which I now advise you is in imminent danger unless 
I have your protection. 

Awaiting your decision, I am, &c. 


(Signed) RICHD. C. HENRY. 





No. 185. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Arrogant,” at Assencion, September 20, 1862. 

WITH reference to my letter dated the 2nd instant, I have now the honour 
to transmit, to be laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a 
copy of Commodore Baron Didelot’s reply to my despatch dated the «0th ultimo, 
relative to the boarding of the French brig “ Pierre Frédéric” by the boats of Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Dart.” 

i here take the liberty of observing that I cannot agree with the French Com- 
modore as to the reading of Article V of the Convention of 1859, by which [| hold 
that under the particular circumstances, and the behaviour of the ‘“ Pierre Frédéric,” 
Commander Richards was justified in seriously doubting the right of that vessel 
to the protection of the French flag, and of course authorized by the provisions of 
the Convention to verify her assumed nationality. 

To show you, Sir, that sometimes, but I am glad to be able to say rarely, even 
the flag of France has been employed to give protection to the operations of the 
slave-dealer, the vessel captured by the “ Torch” on the 4th of March last, I have 
only very recently learnt, hoisted French colours, and actually kept them flying 
until the boats of that cruizer were seen to shove off for the purpose of boarding 
her, when the flag and papers were all hove overboard, and the brig became dena- 
tionalized. I need scarcely add the case of the “ Don Juan.” 

{ will take an early opportunity of acknowledging the Commodore’s despatch, 
when the correspondence on this subject will cease between us. 

Iam, &c. 

(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure in No. 185. 
Commodore Didetot to Commodore Edmonstone. 


M. ie Commodore, “ La Junon," Baie de 0 Eléphant, le 16 Aotit, 1862. 

J'AI Vhonneur de vous accuser réception de la lettre que yous avez bien voulu m’adresser 4 la date du 10 
Aoit, et du dossier relatif ala visite du navire Francais “ Pierre Frédéric.’’ Veuillez agréer mes remerciments pour 
Vempressement que vous avez mis 4 me donner & ce sujet des informations aussi completes. 

J'ai G.udié avec soin les piéces que vous a remises M. le Commandant du “ Dart,” en les comparant avec le 
rapport du capitaine du “ Pierre Frédéric.” J'ai, tout d’abord, dans la premiére lettre que je vous ai crite a ce 
sujet, admis que le capitaine Frangais avait eu tort de ne pas arborer ses couleurs aussitét qu'il eut reconnu le 
navire de guerre Anglais, et j'accorde que cette lenteur & faire preuve de sa nationalité ait pu étre prise par le 
“ Dart” pour une hésitation suspecte; mais permettez-moi de vous le dire en toute franchise, le doute ne pouvait 
plus exister lorsque le “ Dart” a passé le long du brick Frangais et échangé quelques paroles avec l'équipage. Et 
dans ces conditions, la vérification du pavillon, autorisée comme un moyen extréme par la Convention du 1859, n’avait 
plus de raison d’étre. 

Je sais, M. le Commodore, combien la poursuite des négriers est pénible, et que!les difficultés les croiseurs de 
Sa Majesté Britannique éprouvent sans cesse dans ce service. Vous me trouverez toujours disposé a en tenir 
grand compte; mais il est strictement de mon devoir, sans suspecter d’ailleurs ni les intentions ni les bons 
sentiments de personne, d’examiner de trés prés les circonstances dans lesquelles s’exerce, & l'égard des navires 
Frangais, la verification du pavillon, qui donnerait indubitablement lieu a des abus et 4 récrimmations facheuses, si 
elle n était point contenue dans les limites précises de la Convention, laquelle dit (Article 5):— 

“Immediately that the colours are hoisted and that the merchant-vessel has in this manner announced her 
nationality, the foreign vessel of war can no longer pretend to exercise control over her; at most, in certain caves, 
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she may claim the tr dig with her, and to demand answers to questions addressed to her by a speaking trumpet 
or otherwise, but wi iging her to alter her course. Whenever, however, the pre: i nationality resulting 
from the colours which may have been shown by a merchant-vessel may be seriously thrown in doubt, or be 
questionable from positive information or from indications of a nature to create a belief that the vessel does not 
belong to the nation whose colours she has assumed, the foreign vessel of war may have recourse to the verifica- 
tion of her assumed nationality.” 

Celles sont, M. le Commodore, les conditions qui seules peuvent justifier la visite d’un batiment Francais, et 
je ne les rencontre pas dans l'affaire en question. 

L’ Article [X est plus explicite encore & cet brag Aussi n'hésite-je pas a dire que M. le Commandant du 
“ Dart” edt dd s’abstenir de visiter le “ Pierre Frédéric.” 

Quoiqu’'il en soit, je me plais & reconnaftre que cette visite a eu lieu de la maniére la plus courtoise. 

J'ai 66 trés-heureux de voir dans le rapport de M. le Capitaine Richards qu'il repousse l’imputation d’avoir 
interrogé les re noirs du “ Pierré Frédéric,” ce qui eft une grave i tion évidente aux stipulations 
de l'Article VII. Je ne puis attribuer qu’a un malentendu et & l'ignorance de la langue Anglaise la plainte formulée 
& cet égard 3 le capitaine du “‘ Pierre Frédéric.” 

J'ai déja eu |’honneur de vous dire que, quant & la détention plus ou moins longue du navire Francais, je 
n'y attachais Ye d’importance dans la circonstance actuelle. 

Cet incident, en ce qui nous regarde l'un et l'autre, M. le Commodore, me parait vidé. Je transmet 4 M. le 
Ministre de la Marine toutes les piéces que vous avez bien voulu porter & ma connaissance, laissant & son 
Excellence le soin de prononcer. 

Je n’en ai pas moins, M. le Commodore, la plus entiére confiance dans votre bon vouloir et dans votre vif 
désir de maintenir sur le pied le plus amical les bonnes relations si heureusement établies entre nous. Je vous 
renouvelle, avec grand plaisir, l’assurance que tels sont aussi mes invariables sentiments, et que rien ne saurait 
m’étre plus woo que de trouver loccasion d’en donner des preuves a vous, M. le Commodore, et vos officiers 
qui servent sous vos ordres. 

Recevez, &c. 
Le Chef de Division, Commandant-en-chef la Station Fran¢gise 
des Cétes Occidentales d’ Afrique, 
(Signé) BN. O. DIDELOT. 





No. 186. 


Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “* Arrogant,” at Ascension, September 20, 1862. 
WITH reference to your letter dated the 15th April last, respecting the boundary 
question between Her Majesty’s Government and that of Liberia, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith, for the consideration of my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, copy of my letter, and of its inclosures, of this day’s date to the Commander- 
in-chief on this subject. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 186. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” at Ascension, September 20, 1862. 
WITH reference to Admiralty letter dated the 15th April, 1862, respecting the northern limits of the 
Liberian territory, I have the honour now to inclose for your consideration a copy of a letter dated the 6th ultimo, 
and of its inclosures, which I have received from Commander Wildman on the subject, and to observe that 
I quite agree with that officer as to the advisability of making the right (north) bank of the River Gallinas 
the limit of British territory in that direction, it forming a continuous natural boundary, and leaving the Liberian 
Government the option of coming up to that point should they think proper. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 186. 
Commander Wildman to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Philomel,” Bananas, August 6, 1862. 
IN amps of your order dated the 18th June, 1862, .and its inclosures relating to the boundary question 
between Her bar sen 's Government and that of Liberia, I gave my views as to the best natural boundary to his 
Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone, in which he fully concurred. 
‘i My reasons for thinking it better to that pointed out by their Lordships, i. ¢., the River Joug, are 
ese — 

1. A large portion of the territory recently ceded to Great Britain, and accepted by Her Majesty's Govern- 

tee to the southward of the Joug; therefore a bank of that river would at here heen & aeaiiioies 
indary. : 
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2. There are many British factories to the southward of the Joug, and a network of rivers communicati 
with the interior of Africa—consequently an increasing trade, the British portion of which would be destroyed 
were Liberia to acquire that territory, in consequence of the harassing laws of the Republic. 

8. There would be continual trouble with the natives unless we had the nominal sovereignty, as I feel 
certain they would never allow Liberia to take their country without being conquered, and even then it would be a 
scene of continual petty wars. 

4. The British trade on the River Gallinas is now great and increasing yearly, and by our having one bank 
and Liberia the other, all possibility of the Slave Trade — revived is prevented. 

After communicating with the Liberian Government I intend proceeding up the River Gallinas in the 
pinnace of the “ Isis,” manned by Kroomen, for the purpose of taking a rough survey, and ascertaining the views 
of the native Kings and Chiefs. 


T have, <! 
(Signed) EVESON WILDMAN. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 186. 
Commander Wildman to Lieutenant-Governor Hill. 


Sir, “ Philomel.” Sierra Leone, July 23, 1862. 

HAVING been directed, in conjunction with your Excellency, to consider the exact boundary which Her 
Majesty's Government are entitled to claim as the limit of British territory to the northward of Liberia, and 
after an understanding has been come to on this point, to define, in conjunction with a Liberian officer, the boun- 
daries of the British and Liberian territories, I have the honour to inform your Excellency of my views on the 
above subject. 

The River Gallinas would appear to be the best natural boundary. I would propose taking the right (north) 
bank of that river as the limits of British territory, supposing after examination it is found to run in north-east 
direction, or if there are many branches, to take that which runs most nearly at right angles to the line of coast. 

There are British factories now on the Gallinas River, which, were we to take a more northern line as the 
boundary, would come under the Liberian laws, as I believe that whenever we stop there Liberia will come up to. 

I should propose, if your Excellency concurs in the above views regarding the boundary line, making the 
River Gallinas neutral, that is to say, that there should be no port dues or other impost on shipping in the river 
itself, each Power having the right of free navigation, and neither having power to change duties on goods when 
on board vessels or landed on the territory of the other nation. 

The river would require a rough survey before deciding the question, and the rights and wishes of the native 
Kings must receive every consideration. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LEVESON WILDMAN. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 186. 
Tieuiznxant-Governor Hill to Commander Wildman. 


Sir, Government House, Sierra Leone, July 24, 1862. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter of the 23rd instant, advising me that you have been directed 
to define, in conjunction with an officer of the Republic of Monrovia, the boundaries of the British and Liberian 
territories. , 

Having pai perused your communication, I concur in the opinion you have formed, namely, that the 
River Gallinas would be the best natural boundary, as I consider it would be most injurious to the mercantile 
interests of this Colony should the Government of Liberia be allowed to obtain possession of territory north of 
that river. 

* T inclose herewith a letter I have addressed to the Vice-President of Monrovia, advising that you had been 
appointed on the part of Her Majesty’s Government for the purpose of defining the boundaries between the British 
and Liberian territories. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. HILL. 





No. 187. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” Sierra Leone, October 20, 1862. 
REFERRING to your despatch of the 15th of April last, respecting the “ 

boundary question at present under consideration with the Liberian Republic, 

I have the honour now to inclose, for the information of my Lords Commissioners 

of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter of to-day’s date addressed to Rear-Admiral 

Sir Baldwin Walker, Commander-in-chief, and of - ase ig on the subject. 

. ave, &c, 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE 
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Inclosure 1 in No 187. 


Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” Sierra Leone, October 20, 1862. 

WITH reference to Admiralty letter dated the 15th April last, relating to the boundary question between 
Liberia and ourselves, I have the honour now to transmit for your information copies of two despatches of the 
11th instant and inclosures, which I have received from Commander Wildman, of Her Majesty's steam-sloop 
‘« Philomel,” the officer appointed by me to communicate with his Excellency the President of that Republic on 
the subject, by which it will be seen that the Acting President declines entering into the question in the absence of 
Mr. Henson, who, I hear, is in England for the express purpose of settling the matter with Her Majesty's 
Government. 

I beg to add that I consider the settlement of this question of the utmost importance with reference to our 
trade in the Gallinas, which is far greater than is generally known. I quite agree with the views so well expressed 
hy Commander Wildman, who deserves every credit for the very complete and able manner he has carried out the 
duty entrusted to him. 

A copy of this letter and inclosures has been forwarded to the Secretary of Hod om 

ave, &c, 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 187. 


Commander Wildman to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, © Philomel,” Sierra Leone, October 11, 1862. 
HEREWITH I have the honour to forward the copy of a letter addressed by me to the Governor of Sierra 
Leone, inclosing copies of correspondence between myself and the Acting President of Liberia, respecting the 


adjustment of the boundary line between British and Liberian territories. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) LEVESON WILDMAN. 








Inclosure 3 in No. 187. 
Commander Wildman to Lieutenant-Governor Hill. 


Sir. “ Philomel,” Sierra Leone, September 18, 1862. 

] HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that I proceeded to Monrovia and delivered your letter 
addressed to the President of Liberia, informing him that I had been appointed to define, on behalf of Her 
Majesty's Government, the boundary line between British territory and that of Liberia. A copy of the corres- 
pondence between myself and the Liberian Government is inclosed. ; 

The Liberian Government having refused to appoint an officer to define on their part the limits of British 
and Liberian territory, or to enter on the subject in any way, it would have been useless for me to attempt to 
execute my orders. I therefore left Monrovia and proceeded to the Gallinas. 

It only remains for me to inform your Excellency what would in my opinion be the most desirable boundary 
of British territory towards Liberia, shown in the annexed chart, and my reasons for so thinking, which are as 
follows :— 

1. The River Gallinas has many branches. Those which are marked on the chart as “ River Gallinas ” 
and “ River Solyman,” are merely different branches of the Gallinas. The first does not continue in north-east 
direction ; the second, or Solyman branch is undoubtedly the best natural boundary to be found anywhere to the 
south and east of Sierra Leone, both from its direction, its size, and its importance, as a means of trading 
with the interior. 

2. If Liberian territory includes both banks of this river it will be closed and lost to English merchants ; 
whereas by taking one bank as the British boundary line, giving Liberia the other, and making the river neutral, 
it will be open alike to British and Liberian trade. 

3. Liberia is hated by, not only the Kings and Chiefs of the Gallinas, but by the whole people, and any 
extension of her territory in that country would be the cause of great bloodshed, and I doubt the ability of Liberia 
to conquer the Gallinas tribes. 

4. By only taking those islands which are marked in red on the annexed chart, Liberia will (if able to 
obtain it) eas that strip of land and those islands marked in blue, thereby having great facilities for using the 
river, as the most convenient spot for vessels to embark cargo is at the point where Mr. Harris’ factory is established, 
which would be in Liberian territory. 

4. Iam quite sure that if the trade and navigation of this branch of the Gallinas is not now secured it 
will be much regretted afterwards, and it would be impossible anywhere to obtain a more clear and desirable 
boundary. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) LEVESON WILDMAN. 





Inclosure 4 in Ne. 187. 
Commander Wildman to the President of Liberia. 
Sir, “ Philomel,” Monrovia, September 1, 1862. 


HAVING been directed to define on the part of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government the boundary 
between British and Liberian territory, I have the honour to inform you that the right or north bank of the 
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River Gallinas, commencing from the sea (and including the Islands of Kambating, Kambia, and Kamasoon), is 
the boundary limit of British possessions. Should the River Gallinas, on examination, prove to branch in 
many different directions, that branch will be taken as a boundary which runs most nearly at right angles 
with the line of coast. 

The River Gallinas I propose to be neutral, that is to say, that there are to be no port dues, or other imposts 
upon shipping, in the river itself, each Power having the right of free navigation, and neither having power to 
charge duties on goods when on board vessels, or when landed on the territory of the other nation. 

The annexed chart shows the beginning of the boundary line, which will be carried inland as before stated. 

I propose proceeding up the River Gallinas in a boat to take a survey, and exactly define the boundary line, 
acting in conjunction with any Liberian officer that your Excellency may appoint on behalf of the Liberian 
Government. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) LEVESON WILDMAN. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 187. 
Mr. Lewis to Commander Wildman. 


Sir, Department of State, Monrovia, gee 2, 1862. 

I AM directed by his Excellency Daniel B. Warner, the Vice-President of this Republic, and now Acting 
President of the same, to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of yesterday, informing him of your 
‘having been directed to define on the part of Her Britannic Majesty's Government the boundary line between 
British and Liberian territory,” and proposing the appointment of an officer on the part of this Government to act 
in conjunction with you in the prosecution of that object. 

In reply to the same, his Excellency directs me to say that nothing would afford him greater pleasure 
and satisfaction than the settling of all territorial questions with Her Britannic Majesty’s Government which 
may be exis.ing between it and the Government of Liberia, and to this end his Excellency Stephen A. Benson is 
now in England, on behalf of this Government, vested with full power to adjust and settle with the proper 
authorities there all matters of misunderstanding that may be between the two countries, and therefore he canuot 
advisedly enter upon any new mode of procedure relative thereto. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. N. LEWIS. 
Iuclosure 6 in No, 187. 
Commander Wildman to the Acting President of Liberia. 
Sir, “ Philomel,” Monrovia, September 2, 1862. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from the Department of State, declining, on 
the part of your Excellency, to appoint an officer to act in conjunction with myself for the purpose of defining 
the boundary between British and Liberian territory. 

T have, &e 


(Signed) | LEVESON WILDMAN. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 187. 
Commander Wildman to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, « Philomel,” Sierra Leone, October 11, 1862. 

GN Monday 29th September last, at daylight, I left this ship fur the purpose of going up the River 
Gallinas. 

Mr. Heddle, of Sierra Leone, having heard of my intention, most kindly lent me a light boat, leaving her at 
my disposal, which boat was used to get into and go up the river, the head Krooman of the English factory 
acting as pilot. 

We landed at the northern extremity of the sand spit that separates the river from the sea, through a bad 
surf, hauled the boat over, and launched her into the river on the other side. 

The islands are not correctly marked on the Admiralty plan, and one bar is now closed. The true and oniy 
River Gallinas (or, as the natives call it, the Big River), runs past the factory at Solyman Point; that which is 
marked as the River Gallinas in the plan stops at Gundeman, a town about four miles up the country, and the 
residence of Prince Mannah; another branch turns off abruptly to the north, close to Dumbarcorah, and in August, 
when swoilen by the ruins, joins the Bcom Kittam. 

Prince Mannah and the Chiefs of the Gallinas were at a town called Deweer, and asked me to go, by 
messenger, there and see them, but I sent a message saying that I was going to the factory, and if they wished 
to see me they must come there. 

Shortly after our arrival at the factory Priuce Mannah and the Chiefs of the Gallinas came. They complained 
of the conduct of Liberia towards them. | 

I asked whether at any time either Prince Mannah or the other Chiefs had given or sold the land to 
Liberia, which they denied most indignantly; Prince Mannah saying (in very strong terms) that he wished the 
paper to be brought that Liberia founds her claim to the Gallinas River on. He also asked whether, when land 
was sold, a receipt was not always given for the money ; and when land was given by agreement, whether a paper 
or book was not made and signed. He said the only books signed by him or his Chiefs were those he produced, 
these being a Treaty dated 1850, between Great Britain and the Gallinas Chiefs, and some letters from the 
Géyernors of Sierra Leone and captains of Her Majesty's cruizers about the Slave Trade, also an agreement 
between the Chief owning the land at Solyman Point and Mr. Harris, about the factory. Prince Manna’s language 
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was very decided and to the point, but the expressions that he used in describing the conduct of the Liberian 
Government towards him and about the Gallinas country were stronger than those usually made use of in official 
correspondence. 

The following is a summary of what the Prince and Chiefs stated :— 

They denied any right of Liberia to the land, or to interfere in their affairs, saying the Queen of England was 
the only person they cared about. P . 

They asked that the person who said that Prince Mannah,and (one? ] of the Rodgers, had given or sold the land 
to Liberia, might be brought to Solyman with his papers, and then, before any English officer, let him show the 
papers and prove his claim. 

They wished to have what they said put in “ books,” one for the Queen of England, one for the Governor 
of Sierra Leone, and one for me, but the Prince's Secretary (a native educated at Sierra Leone) having only one 
shvet of paper, it was decided that as they could only write one letter it should be addressed to the Governor of 
Sierra Leone, and that I should have it copied on board. : 

I told Prince Mannah that I was going up the river, which he tried to dissuade from doing, but when he found 
1 was determined, said that his territory ended at a town called Turringe, where he would send to tell the Chief 
to take care of us, but that beyond that he would not be answerable. : ; 

‘That night we reached Turringe, stayed there until daylight, and again started up the river, pulling and 
sailing until about 8 o'clock that night, having only stopped a short time during the day at a town for the 
Kroomen’s dinner. Remained at anchor that night, again starting at daylight next morning, and after a very 
hard pull reaching Wheedah at about 11 A.M. on the 1st October. 

At Wheedah there are what the natives call “falls,” but which now look like very strong and rocky rapids, it 
being the rainy season, and the river consequently greatly swollen. No boat or canoe can at any time pass this 
point or get higher up the river, it being so full of rocks. The river from the factory to Wheedah is broad, and 
has from one to two fathoms’ water in the rainy season, 

The current is very strong at this season, always running down, but during the dry season the tide 
cbbs and flows as far as Wheedah. 

The distance from the point at Solyman Factory to Wheedah I should think was about twenty-five miles, 
int cannot say with any certainty, the current being so strong and not having instruments in the boat, I 
could only guess at the distance from point to point. 

The river runs in a direction between northerly, east, and north-east (compass), with many bends; its 
breadth, I should think, averaged about 300 yards. 

At Wheedah it is still broad and very rapid; none of the Chiefs or people knew where it began, no one 
having ever come to Wheedah from beyond its source, although the Mandingoes and other tribes came from far 
in the interior. 

The country on both sides of the river is the prettiest and richest that I have seen anywhere in Africa, and 
is very productive, cotton and indigo growing wild in the bush; the former the natives use to make their cloth, the 
latter to dye it. 

Prince Mannah’s territory ends at Turringe. Between Turringe and Wheedah there are many towns, at all 
of which they prayed us to stop and make trade. 

At Wheedah the King of the country there, who lives at a large town called Gouah, sent his brother and a 
large party to welcome me, saying that no white men had been there before. He wanted us to go to him, or to 
remain until the morning, when he would have come down, as he was very old, and could not move quickly; but 
the weather being so bad, I did not think it advisable to remain longer than absolutely necessary in the 
river. 

The King's brother promised me that if any Englishman would come up and build a factory at Wheedah, a 
piece of land would be given to him, and that the King would protect him and all his goods. 

Palm oil is most abundant here, cotton growing in large quantities, and rice and ground nuts are cultivated to 
a great extent. Cane wood is cheap, and ivory is brought from the interior. 

I have made a separate report on the produce of the country, its present price, and the things the Chiefs 
say they are most in want of in the country, and best adapted for trade. 

in manufacture of country cloth from native cotton is large, every farm and hut having its women 
at work. 

The cloth is made in pieces of about three inches in breadth, dyed with indigo in stripes and sewn together. 
They do not use a loom, but make it like a sword mat, the yarns being passed through a frame or shuttle. Large 
quantities of this cloth are exvorted to the Sherbro country, where it is preferred to English trade cloth. 

The country is so rich in produce, and there is here such an opening for British trade, that I think it of 
great importance that Her Majesty’s Government should know what would be lost should Liberia cbtain 
this territory, which I do not think she will be able to do in reality; but if her claims are admitted by Her 
Majesty’s Government, altnough unable to conquer the country or buy it, or use the trade fully herself, she will 
ruin the English portion by her revenue laws. 

Liberia is not rich enough to be able to take full advantage of the trade of this river. There is enough 
produce to pay three or four large factories. 

I am inclined to think that this territory would be better left as it is, under its native Princes, who are 
most anxious for trade, and complain bitterly that they stopped the Slave Trade to please England ; the Spanish 
factories are gone, and only one Englishman has built a factory, viz.. Mr. Harris, at Solyman. Prince Mannah 
and the Chiets beyond his territory will give land and protection. But if either Liberia or England must have it, 
there is no doubt that it is of importance to our trade, also more according to the wishes of the natives, 
that England should have it. 

My great anxiety that the many advantages of the river and country for trade, both in produce and as a 
market for manufactured goods, should not be lost to England; also that through the representation of Liberia a 
most industrious race of Africans should not be handed over to that Government against their express desire,— 
murt be my excuse for the length of this letter, and the liberty I have taken of so fully expressing my opinions. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) LEVESON WILDMAN. 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 187. 


Prince Mannah, and other Chiefs of the Gallinas, to Governor Hill. 


Sir, 

WE, the undersigned Chiefs of the Gallinas country, do hereby beg to state for the information of his 
Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone, that the claim laid on the Gallinas land by the Liberian Government are 
a false claim. 

The extension of the Gallinas land is from the point on Mano Rock beach down to Meena Bullom. We have 
not sold this land to the Liberian Government. 

The Rodgers family cannot sell this land without I, Prince Mannah’s wishes, and furthermore we are ready 
any time to receive a body of merchants who may undertake to come and establish factories in this land for the 
purpose a free trade. 

Liberia has also laid claim on the anchorage of vessels in our port (Solyman), but they have no right to it, 
and on this occasion they are seeking a dispute against us. But there is no right in them doing so. 

Given under our hands, this 30th day of September, 1862. ’ 

(Signed) PRINCE MANNAH, his * mark. 


(And 42 names, 16 of these having the surname of Rodgers.) 





Inclosure 9 in No. 187. 
Remarks on the Produce of Wheedah and the surrounding Country, and its Capabilities for Trade. 


NATIVE produce of Wheedah—cane wood, cotton. indigo, rice, ivory, country cloth, palm oil, palm nuts, 
ground nuts, The first is in great abuadance, but there is no demand for it at Mr. Bain’s factory at Solyman, the 
only place where any produce can be sold near here. 

The second grows wild in the Bush. It is said to be cultivated also, but I did not see any in that state. There 
is avery large quantity of indigenous cotton, and the manufacture of country cloth is so great in the Gallinas 
and Wheedah country that it is an article of trade at the factory being brought fer export to the Sherbro 
Sountry. 

Indigo wild in the bush ; rice cultivated largely ; ivory brought from the interior ; palm oil and nuts from the 
palm trees that abound here; ground nuts—at present these are only cultivated in sufficient quantities for the 
consumption of the people, but the fields are so clean and such care is apparent in all the farms near this town that 
I qnite believe the assertion of the King’s brother that ground nuts would be grown in any quantity and cotton 
cultivated were any white man to build a factory at Wheedah and be prepared to buy it when brought to him. 

The following are the articles that the natives at Wheedah want to trade for :— 

Tobacco, rum, cowrie shells. swords, padlocks, scissors, bluebarf, iron pots, wash-hand basins, iron basins, 
butcher's knives, earrings, coral, iron bar, gun flints, glass beads, beads of all sorts, looking glass, red cloth, red 
caps (long), red comforters, pipes, brass dishes. A good market for all the above, tobacco being most inquired 
after, rum next. 

They also want axes (?) and hatchets, but I do not think the demand for them would be very great; tobacco, 
2 heads, 1s.; blue satin stripe, by the piece, 6 gallons palm oil,—by measure 12 yards, 1 gallon palm oil ; cane 
wood per cwt., 3 dollars (nominally, there being no market for it); palm oil per gallon, 1s. 6d. in goods; ivory 
according to size and weight ; cotton—I bought about 44 lbs. uncleaned for a head of tobacco. 

an King has promised to give a piece of land and protection to any Englishman establishing a factory at 
Wheedah. 

There are numerous large towns and a large population in this country, and the natives are most anxious for 
trade. ‘There is enough present produce to pay a number of factories, and it would increase largely with neigh- 
bourhood, and be brought down from the interior in greater quantities were there » sufficient demand and a suffi- 
cient quantity of tobacco and other articles of trade to buy it with. At present the whole trade of this rich country 
is monopolized by Messrs. Campbell and Co., who have a factory at Sulyman Point, established by a Mr. Harris. 
That one factory has exported during this year upwards of 18,000 gallous of palm oil, 200 tons of palm nuts, and 
a ton of ivory, and would have got more but had no tobacco left, and this is merely nibbling at the outside. 

At this present time at Wheedah they have not a particle of tobacco or the means of obtaining any English 
goods. At the Solyman they also have no tobacco and very few goods. 1 will confine these remarks to the 
trade of Wheedah. 

I am sure that any merchant establishing a factory at Wheedah and one at the northern end of the spit that 
divides the Gallinas from the sea, the former to collect the produce of Wheedah and the surrounding country, as 
well as the ivory, &e., brought from the interior, the latter to be the shipping factory, would find it a most profit- 
able investment even from the first, and in a few months the amount of produce would increase largely. The 
cultivation of cotton and indigo might also pay, and if a demand was created for cotton, indigo, and ground 
nuts, I feel sure that the native farmers would produce them without any expenditure of capital on the part 
of the English merchant. 

Whether the rapid current might not be turned to a very profitable account in driving machinery to 
clean cotton, &c., &c., would be a question that any person after a very short stay in the country would be 
able to answer. 

The Mandingoes and other tribes from the interior even now come down the valley of the Gallinas River 
for the purpose of making trade, and were there a factory at Wheedah where they could get English goods, 
the trade with the interior would increase largely. At present what they come for is the native cloth, made 
at and about Wheedah of the cotton indigenous to the country. I think that a cloth made in imitation of the 
country cloth would find a better market than any of the usual trade cloths sent to Africa. 

(Signed) LEVESON WILDMAN. 
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No. 188. 
Comander Hoskins to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


ir, “* Zebra,” at Sea, off Black Point, August 29, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that on the evening of the 27th instant, 

when about 80 miles due west of Black Point, I captured an American-built clipper 
schooner, without name, papers, or colours, fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 

I lay by her for the night, and in the morning, she appearing to be quite 
rotten and unseaworthy, I ordered the proper officers to survey her ; and in accor- 
a witn their report (a copy of which 1 inclose), [ measured her, and set her on 

re. 

Having seen her burnt to the water's edge. I proceeded to Black Point, where 
I have this day landed her crew consisting of 12 Spaniards. 

The master declined entirely giving any information respecting her, but one of 
the crew stated that her name was the “ Bolador,” from the wi 4 coast of Cuba, 
and that they were waiting in the offing for twenty days for their cargo of 400 
negroes to be collected. 

I have, &c 


(Signed) A. H. HOSKINS. 


Inclosure in No. 188. 
Messrs. Lang, Bourchier, and Bennet to Commander Hoskins. 


Sir, “ Zebra,” at Sea, Lat. 4° 32' S., Long. 10° 36’ E., August 28, 1862. 
IN pursuance of orders from you we proceeded on board the slave schooner (name unknown) captured by 
Her Majesty's ship “ Zebra,” under your command, on the 27th instant, in latitude 4° 32’ south, longitude 
10° 36’ east; and have the honour to report that after a strict and careful survey we found that she appeared to be 
a vessel of great age, timbers and other parts very rotten, champlates broken and defective, and altogether, in our 
opinion, quite unseaworthy. 
Having measured her for tonnage we find her dimensions to be as follows :— 
Length, from after part of stem to fore part of stern post, between perpendiculars, 108 feet ; breadth, at 
36 feet abaft the stern, 22 feet ; — of mainhold from under side of deck to kelson, 11 feet 3 inches. 
And we hereby certify that we have taken this survey and measurement with strict care and accuracy. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) O. T. LANG, Lieutenant. 
W. L. BOURCHIER, Master 
W. BENNET, Carpenter. 


’ 





No. 189. 
Commander Hoskins to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


r, “* Zebra,” off Mangue Grande, October 4, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that I yanindas morning Bi oe off 
this place a barque without name, papers, or colours, and whose figure-head had 
been sawn off, fully equipped for the Slave Trade. Spanish colours were shown for 
a short time while we were approaching her, but were hauled down before she was 
taken ion oom - 

The master declined giving any information respecting her, and every d 
had been most carefully Raaxoged.” itn ceca 

I landed the crew at Mangue Pequeno, and despatched her last night to 
St. Helena for condemnation, in charge of Lieutenant Lang and a prize crew. 

have, &c. 


(Signed) A. H. HOSKINS. 





No. 190. 
(Boarding of “ Susan,” &c.] 
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No. 191. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


? : “+ Arrogant,” Cabinda, July 20, 1862. 

I AM desirous of bringing to your notice the present unsatisfactory state of 
affairs in the River Congo. 

Last year, as was duly reported, | was obliged to punish the natives of Shark’s 
Point and its vicinity for a piratical outrage upon the schooner “Shark,” stranded 
upon the Point itself, and belonging to Messrs. Tobin and Co. of Liverpool. : 

About two months ago Mr. Meecham, having beovioney signified his intention 
to remove his business altogether from the Congo, was attacked at Punta da Lenha 
by the natives, part of his Tow burnt, the property stolen, and he himself taken 
into the bush. They demanded a ransom, which was paid, and they immediately 
released him. On inquiring into the matter, I am led to believe that the natives 
acted thus on account of a personal enmity towards Mr. Meecham. 

On my recent visit, however, to the Congo (11th instant), I sent two boats up 
the river to visit. Punta da Lenha, when I received intelligence that a Mr. Adams, 
agent to Cookson and Hatton’s house, was kidnapped a few days previously, and 
taken into the bush, but that he was about to be ransomed. 

At present there is only one English factory at Punta da Lenha, one American, 
one Dutch, one Spanish, and nine Portuguese; and as that place is the great focus 
of the Slave Trade on the South Coast, it is only reasonable to suppose that these 
nine Portuguese have something to do with it. 

There are two or three villages about Punta da Lenha where these robbers are 
said to reside, and which are accessible to our cruizers by shot and shell without 
landing, and it had been partly my intention to have destroyed these villages after 
the attack upon Mr. Meecham but for the large amount of English property at 
Punta da Lenha which would then be at the mercy of these savages, and, indeed, 
Mr. Hugh, principal agent to Messrs. Cookson and Hatton, formally protested 
against such a proceeding. 

These frequent outrages on the part of the natives will, I trust, be the meaas 
of inducing the only English firm at present in the river to leave a spot where we 
oa afford them little or no protection, and carry their trade to a more peaceable 
ocality. 

In the meantime it will be a matter of consideration whenever all the English 
property is removed from Punta da Lenha, whether it will be advisable to enter 
again into hostilities with the adjoining tribes, but I doubt very much if any 
practical good can result from such a measure. 

IT have, &c. 


) (Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





No. 192. 
Commander Symons to Commodore Edmonstone. 


6 “ Lee,” at anchor off Great Popoe, August 27, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, while running along the coast this 
day, a barque was seen at anchor off” Great Popoe, under the Portuguese colours. 
Immediately afterwards she was observed to haul them down and hoist the 
American ensign. Thinking this proceeding looked suspicious, I stood in and 
came to an anchor near her, and sent two officers on board to ascertain her 
nationality. They found she was the American barque “ Elisabeth,” of New York, 
but was commanded by a Portuguese Captain. It was stated that her former 
master died at Whydah on the 22nd July last. 

There was scarcely any cargo on board (one or two casks of rum, and the same 
of tobacco), but in the hold there were eighty-four large casks (hogsheads). The 
master stated that it was his intention to proceed to New York in salt-water 
ballast, for which purpose he had these casks on board. 

On my boarding this vessel | requested the master to allow me to see the 
Custom-house certificate that.these casks were to be used for lawful purposes, 
but which he could not produce, and stated that before he left Great Popes 
a ance would be given him that these casks were for the purposes he 
stated. 

Crass A. 3M 
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On looking over his papers I observed, by a bill of lading for his outward cargo 
from New York, that a certain number of stakes had been taken on board there, 
which would probably have sufficed to have made the number of casks he had on 
board. Taking this into consideration, as also the fact of the death of the former 
master, and the present one not understanding the English language, I thought it 
might account for his having no manifest, for the log not being written up since the 
12th of May, 1862, and for his papers being in such disorder. 

Neither the master nor any person on board had any complaint to make 
relative to the visit, of which fact, together with a notice of having boarded the 
vessel, I made in her log [sic]. 

The master denied having hoisted the Portuguese colours as stated in the first 
part of this letter, which not having seen myself, I thought might have been a 
mistake. 

I inclose duplicate copies of having boarded this vessel in the form given in the 
Station order-book, and trusting my proceedings will meet with your approval, I 


have, &c. 
(Signed) E. SYMONS. 
a 
No. 193. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, ‘* Arrogant,’ Portsmouth, December 5, 1862. 


ALLUDING to your letter of yesterday's date, calling upon me to furnish their 
Lordships with a copy of the orders under which the cruizers are acting, with regard 
to the assistance to be rendered to Her Majesty’s Consuls on the West Coast of 
Africa, and inclosing for my information a copy of Captain Burton’s letter to Earl 
Russell on the subject, I have the honour to state that the orders alluded to have 
never been issued by me, or the cruizers in any way instructed to disregard the 
requisitions they may receive from Her Majesty’s Consuls, when the same are of 
importance or moment to British interests, or the object we have in view, viz., 
the abolition of the Slave Trade. 

I have, however, in consequence of the services of the squadron lately under 
my orders having in some cases, as | consider, been unnecessarily demanded and 
prolonged to a considerable length, and also to avoid sickness, been compelled to 
draw the attention of commanding officers, verbally, to the necessity of weighing 
the matter well before acceding to these requisitions, which have become so 
numerous of late. 

I may here be permitted to cite the case of the “Griffon.” That vessel was 
detained for a period of thirteen days at Fernando Po very much to the inconve- 
nience of the service, with despatches on board for me, so that Her Majesty’s Consul 
might be enabled to explore its peak before proceeding on his visit to the palm-oil 
rivers. 

The present sickness on board the “ Bloodhound” is entirely owing to the 
length of time she has been employed with Consul Burton, and I have no hesitation 
in saying that the rivers on the coast have been visited more frequently of late than 
in former years. 

In conclusion, I beg to observe that I do not think there is the slightest ground 
for supposing that the Slave Trade is at all likely to be revived within the Consulate 
of Fernando Po. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 


Inclosure in No. 193. 
Extract from the first Article of the General Station Orders of the Commander-in-chief on the African Station. 


THE commanding officers of Her Majesty's ships and vessels under my orders will pay due regard to the 
requisitions that may be made to them in my absence, by Governors or other authorised persons, for their co- 
operation and assistance in any necessary service ; and such officers are, in the event of the senior officer being too 
distant to refer to, to maturely weigh and considcr the relative importance and urgency of such required service as 
compared with that which they are in the performance of, and act, in complying with or refusing such requisition, 
as in their judgment they may deem right. 
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No. 194. 
Lieutenant-Commander Mc Hardy to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ** Penguin,” Alloola, North-East Coast of Africa, November 13, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to you a copy of a Report addressed to my 
Commander-in-chief, together with its inclosures, relating to the massacre of 
Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine and fourteen men, who had been detached from Her 
Majesty’s gun-vessel ‘‘ Penguin.” 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) J. G. G. Mc HARDY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 194. 
Lieutenant-Commander Mc Hardy to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Penguin.” Alluola, North-East Coast of Africa, November 13, 1862. 

IT is my painful duty to acquaint you that Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine and fourteen men, who were detached 
by me in a cutter and whaler from Her Majesty's gun-vessel under my command, have been foully murdered by 
a party of Somalis at a place called Bareda, about fifteen miles west of Cape Guardafui. The following are 
the circumstances connected with this sad event :— 

On the afternoon of the Ist of September I dispatched two boats (an cight-oared cutter and four-oared 
whaler), under command of Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine, with orders to cruize, for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, between Kwyhoo Island and Juba River, rendenvousing at Port Durnford every third day after the 
14th September. 

‘The day after the two boats left the ship I sighted Juba River, and then proceeded to Zanzibar. 

At Zanzibar, things (as reported in my letter of proceedings dated the 15th September, addressed to Captain 
Gardner) occurred which caused me to think I should not be at Port Durnford as soon as I had intended ; there- 
fore, on the 13th September, I dispatched a native dhow to Port Durnford with provisions and further orders to 
Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine. 

On the 19th September I anchored Her Majesty’s steam gun-vessel “‘ Penguin” outside Port Durnford ; 

~ saw no boats or dhows until the morning of the 21st, when the dhow which left Zanzibar on the 13th September 
arrived. Directly she was observed I proceeded into Port Durnford and communicated with her. Ske had 
heard nothing of the two boats under the command of Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine ; I therefore sent her up the 
river, with an officer and interpreter, to make inquiries concerning these two boats. The next day she returned, 
having heard nothing of them, and as this was seven days after the time appointed for them to rendezvous at 
Port Durnford | felt very anxious about them; and, being unable to leave immediately in the “ Penguin,’’ on 
account of her engines being out of order, on the 23rd September I sent a native dhow, with an officer and 
interpreter, and provisions, with orders to proceed as far as Juba River in search of the boats, or information 
eoncerning them. On the 29th the dhow returned, having heard nothing of the boats. 

On the Ist October I sent the same dhow to Brava, with orders to coast the whole distance, and make 
inquiries at every place and of all dhows or fishing-boats that they might meet, and to await the arrival of the 
* Penguin" at Brava. 

On the 3rd October, the defects in the machinery having been made good, I proceeded to Brava, where 1 
arrived on the evening of the Sth, having boarded several dhows, and one American whaler, without hearing 
anything of idee boats, The dhow sent from Port Durnford arrived at nearly the same time, having been unable 
to gain any intelligence concerning the boats. 

The following day, the 6th October, I landed, and learnt from the Chief of Brava that the two boats had 
been 0 to pass Marka on the 4th September, and off Magadoxa on the 5th September (four days after leaving 
the ship). 

I ae at Brava a man who was at Magadoxa on the Sth September, and he stated that the smaller of the 
two boats made an attempt to cross the reef, but, not knowing the passage, was unable to do so on account of 
the surf. ‘The two boats were then seen to run northward. At the time, a fresh breeze was blowing from the 
southward. 

In consequence of this information I made arrangements with the Chief of Brava that one of his dhows, 
which was to leave the next morning for Maculla, should coast the whole way to Cape Guardafui, and make 
inquiries for our boats, and, in the event of meeting them, provision and water them, and render them every 
assistance in their power. I put on board of this dhow orders for Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine which directed him 
to proceed to Maculla, and there remain until the arrival of the “* Penguin,” sending with these orders a tracing 
of the chart from Brava to Maculla, as he left the ship with a chart extending only as far north as Juba River. 
I decided on Maculla for two reasons ; first, that it was the nearest friendly port for our boats to have made for, 

rovided Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine knew of it ; and secondly, because I knew that a very large number of dhows, 
Just at this season, arrived there from the territory of the Sultan of Zanzibar, so I was likely to gain information 
from all parts of the coast, as many of them call at different places on their way for water. 

On the morning of the 7th October I left Brava and proceeded northward, keeping during the day sufficiently 
close to the shore to enable any boat in-shore of us to be seen. 

On the evening of the 12th, anchored in North Haffoon Bay, and remained there until the morning of the 
So for the purpose of communicating with the dhow from Brava, which I concluded had not yet passed this 
place. 

On the 13th October I communicated with the people at the village Hundah, and they denied having heard 
or seen anything of our boats. The same day I boarded two dhows, which stated they came from a place a little 
west of Ras Guardafui, and that they had seen or heard nothing of our boats. 

I did not land at Hundah, not thinking it safe, as I had only a dingy, and was out of reach of the ship's 
guns, but talked to them, keeping the boat a few yards from the shore. ‘I'he people stated they were fiondly, 
and several times asked me to land, but I refused. 

On the 18th October I left Haffoon and proceeded to Maculla, where we arrived on the 23rd, having on the 
way boarded several dhows without being able to gain any intelligence of the two boats under the command of 
Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine, but I have information of the two other boats which are detached from this ship, aud 
1 have not picked them up in consequence of being in search of the other two. ‘They were safe at Zanzibar on 


228 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


the 3rd October, and as that was the place appointed for the ship to meet them, I feel no anxiety concerning 
them. 

At Maculla we found Her Majesty's ship “Semiramis,” I.N.; she had arrived a few hours before, 
having on board Captain Playfair, Assistant Political Resident at Aden, who had been sent to inquire into a 
report that had reached Aden that two European boats’ crews had been massacred on the African coast. The 
rumour was, that they were an English man-of-war's boats, and had been led north in chase of two slave-dhows. 
which had escaped them, and afterwards conveyed the news of the massacre to Maculla (where they had landed 
their slaves), from whence it had reached Aden. 

There could be little or no doubt that the boats referred to in this rumour were the same as I was in 
search of. 

As the massacre was reported to have taken place in the territory of the Somalis, Captain Playfair decided 
to proceed to Bunder Muriyah (the nearest place on the coast to the residence of the Somali Sultan) and Captain 
Adams, of Her Majesty's ship “Semiramis,” I.N., having offered to take the “ Penguin” in tow, so as to 
economize coal, that evening we left in tow of “Semiramis,” and anchored at Bunder Muriyah, on the morning of 
the 25th of October. A letter was immediately dispatched to the Sultan, requesting his attendance as early as 
possible, It was found that it would take at least four days for the letter to reach the Sultan, and the same 
number for him afterwards to comply with the request, so Captain Playfair decided to visit the scene of the 
massacre in the “Semiramis ;” it was not intended to take any measures to seek retribution until after the 
interview with the Sultan, so it was unnecessary that the “ Penguin” should accompany: therefore, having 
securely moored her, I availed myself of an invitation from Captain Adams to take passage in the “ Semiramis.”’ 

e anchored off Bareda on the afternoon of the 26th, and remained until noon of the 27th, when we 
proceeded to Alloola, for the purpose of communicating with Salek Mahommed (the man referred to in 
Inclosure 4); he was not at Alloola on our arrival, but was sent for, and arrived on the morning of the 29th, and 
his evidence having been taken, we returned to Bunder Muriyah, 

For the information gained at Bareda and Alloola, I have the honour to refer you to Inclosures 8 and 4. 

On the 3rd November, the Sultan arrived at Bunder Muriyah; a tent was pitched on shore, in which 
Captain Playfair received him, and demanded the following reparation for the massacre :— 

1. That he should deliver up as many of the murderers as possible. 

2. That he, the Sultan, and jthe elders of the tribe, should come on the quarter-deck of the “ Semiramis,” 
and there express their sorrow, and ask for pardon from the British Government for the foul massacre that had 
been perpetrated by some of his subjects. 

3. That all the arms, and what plundered property could be found, should be delivered up. 

He agreed to these demands, after demurring a little at the second. Ue required ten days to catch the 
murderers, which was granted, as he assured us he could not do it in less. 

On the 10th November we came to this anchorage, in tow of the “Semiramis,” and to-day, the ten days 
having expired, I landed with Captain Playfair and met the Sultan. He had only eight of the murderers to 
deliver up, and two rifles, one cutiass, and one pistol. The Sultan stated that only fifteen Somalis were present 
at the massacre; that three of those were killed by our men, two had escaped from the coast in boats or dhows, 
two were still at liberty somewhere in the hills-—he had not yet been able to catch them; he was ready to take 
his oath that he believed only fifteen Somalis were any ne concerned in the massacre—that there were not 
more even present. After some talking, Captain Playfair told the Sultan that he had come to keep peace, not 
in the capacity of a soldier, and that he must abide by his first demands; and it was now necessary for him to 
consult with Captain Adams, and therefore the Sultan was requested to send one of his party on board with us to 
learn the ultimatum, which he did. 

The terms were soon decided on, which were the following: the Sultan should cause the eight murderers 
that he had in custody to be executed on the beach, in sight of the ships; the ships should then leave for thirt 
days (as he said our being present was a hindrance tv his catching them), and at the end of that time one or bo 
would return and demand from him at least twelve more of the murderers; if they were not immediatel 
delivered up, all bis towns would be destroyed. The Sultan requested six weeks instead of thirty days, whic 
was granted him. 

At sunset this evening the eight were executed; six boats from the ‘“‘ Semiramis” and one from this ship, 
manned and armed, being present. Haji Awadth (the man referred to in Inclosure 4) was one of the eight; 

just before he was executed, I asked him how many Somalis were present at the massacre; he said only ten. 
By reference to Inclosure 4, it will be seen that Mahmood Baleooz says he told him between eighty or 


ninety. 

it is quite impossible to arrive at anything like a true account, but to believe that fifteen Englishmen, armed 
as these boats’ crews were, could have ever been murdered by anything like an equal number of Somalis is out 
of the question ; but as the Sultan has shown himself really in earnest ,& executing these eight, I think it reason- 
able to allow him the time he has asked for to catch the others. Captain Adams is of the same opinion, but had 
the Sultan refused to execute these eight, or to accept the ultimatum, he was quite prepared in that case, 
provided Captain Playfair turned the duty over to him, to have taken upon himself the responsibility of imme- 
diately making an example, by blowing all his towns down, and then blockading the coast until instructions 
were received from Government. 

My orders from Captain Gardner direct me to rendezvous at Johanna on the 25th December, and Mozam- 
bique on the 1st of January, having ay spent three weeks at Seychelles. If I comply with these orders, I 
cannot be up here when the time allowed in the ultimatum expires; but as I feel cunliieat Government will 
direct the demands made to be strictly enforced, it is my present intention to proceed immediately to Zanzibar to 
pick up the bouts and the crews which are there, and then, in the event of not being able to communicate with 
any senior officer, to make the best of my way to Aden to coal, as I shall be obliged to use steam to come w 
against the monsoon. At Aden I shall p! myself under the orders of Captain Adams, I.N., Senior Nav; 
Cfficer at Aden, of course using all dispatch to yet back to the station the moment the demands are complied 
with, or, in the event of the Sultan failing to comply, the instant the towns are destroyed. I trust that these 
steps, which I have decided to take upon my own responsibility, may meet with your approval, as at Aden I 
ri a ag to obtain fresh arms and stores, even if her presence should not be required to obtain the reparation 

emanded. 

Captain Adams has supplied me with a cutter, coals, and such other stores as the ship was in need of. 

I forward a copy of this letter, with its inclosures, to the Secretary of the Admiralty, by the “ Semiramis,” 
and shall address three to you, one directed to the West Coast, another to England vid Mazceilhes, to be forwarded 
by Cape mail, and the third vid Mauritius. 

: I have, &c. 


(Signed) J. G. G. McHARDY, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 194. 
Lieutenant-Commander Me Hardy to Captain Adams. 


Sir, : “ Semiramis,” off Bareda, October 27, 1862. 

HAVING by your orders landed in command of the party dispatched from Her Majesty’s ship “Semi- 
ramis,” to search for evidence of the massacre of the boats’ crews of Her Majesty’s steam gun-veasel “ Penguin,” 
I have the honour to make the following Report. 

On landing yesterday afternoon we separated a short distance, and traversed the beach, hoping to find some 
of the bodies. e soon had proof, by finding some remnants of the unfortunate men’s clothing, that we were at 
the place of the massacre ; that numbers of huts had been recently removed was apparent by the remains of fires 
and fresh goat’s dung. 

Captain Playfair accompanied us on shore, with the old Somali that, at his request, you brought from 
Bunder Muriyah. Soon after we came across the first traces of our murdered countrymen, I observed this old 
Somali making off. Lieutenant Moreland called to him to stop: as he did not comply, I ran after and stopped 
him, and put him in charge of the interpreter (Juma). Following this Somali separated me a little from the more 
advanced of our party. When I came up with them I learnt that a piece of our cutter had been found burning 
close to a small hut, which Captain Playfair immediately set fire to. 

One of your men, who had searched farther from the beach than the rest, informed us that he had seen two 
huts, and a Somali run out of one of them. On receiving this information, Lieutenant Moreland and myself 
expressed our opinion to Captain Playfair that it was imperative they should be burnt. As we had already fired 
one, he agreed, and we proceeded to the spot where the man stated he had seen them, and there we found five 
wretched huts, all containing some of the property of the murdered men, or gear of the boat. Amongst the 
things found were a small pair of parallel rulers om asmall camel's hair pencil that had belonged to Sub-Lieu- 
tenant Fountaine, which had certainly net been in the water. This proves that the boat was not capsized in 
the surf, as some of the Somalis have stated. 

We set fire to the five huts, and then returned on board, as it was dark, On our way to the boats the old 
Somali again tried to get away from us. 

This morning by your orders I landed with the same party, with the exception of Captain Playfair, who 
did not accompany us, to make further search for the bodies. We came across more wretched huts about 
two miles inland, which we burnt. They all contained something that had belonged to our boats. 

Just after setting fire to these huts, a Somali was observed a few hundred yards a-head. We gave chase, 
and shortly afterwards heard the report of a musket or rifle—I think it was the latter. We proceeded in the 
direction of the sound, which was the same as the Somali had taken, until we observed fifteen Somalis on 
top of the hill on one side of a deep ravine, while we were about half way up the hill on the other side of the 
ravine. They were unfortunately not within range of our muskets, and to have attempted to reach them over 
such ground as it was would have been madness ; therefore I directed your Somali interpreter to advance alone, 
and to hail them to observe that he was alone and intending no harm, merely wishing to epeak with them. He 
accordingly advanced, and shouted to them until a conversation was opened, I then joined your interpreter, and 
told him to make known to the Somalis that if one of them would come down and point out the bodies, his 
safety was guaranteed. He could not induce any one to approach, therefore he went himself, and joined their 
party of fifteen. 

After waiting some time, being disappointed in the hope that a Soumali would come down, | approached 
them to within a few yards, and, with the assistance of the interpreter, tried to persuade one to come and 
point out the bodies, and give an account of the massacre, but did not succeed. 

The interpreter told me that there were seventy Somalis on the hill, although I only saw fifteen ; he also 
stated that there were a much larger number just the other side of the hill. 

_ All endeavours to induce one of the Somalis to trust himself with us failed, and I reluctantly ordered a 
return to the beach, which was obeyed, but clearly only from the force of discipline, for it was very apparent 
that it was with a heavy heart that every man left the murderers of his countrymen unscathed ; but we stood at 
such a hi A disadvantage owing to the nature of the ground, that an attack would certainly have been 
unsuccessful. . 

From the information gained by Baleooz, it appears that the bodies of those murdered men who were not 
drowned were burned; we, therefore, returned on board, thinking any further search would be useless. 

I do not detail the information gained by the interpreters, as immediately on our arrival on board their 
statements were taken down by Captain Playfair, and he will doubtless furnish you with a copy. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. G. G. Mc HARDY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 194. 
Evidence taken by Captain Playfair. 


Information obtained by Mahmood Baleooz, at the Scene of the Massacre of the Cutter’s Crew of Her 
Majesty's ship “ Penguin,” on the African Coast, at Bareda, fifteen miles west of Ras Asseer. 


MAHMOOD BALEOOZ states :— is 
_ Of the people I saw on shore this morning, one named Haji Awadth, of the Soba Karone branch of the 
Mijerteyn tribe, admitted that he had been present at the massacre of the European seamen ; the others said 
they had not been present at the time, but had lately come to Bareda. 

Haji Awadth said that one month and twenty-five days ago, a boat arrived in the middle of the bay, one 
day about sunset, and asked the Somalis, of whom twenty-five or thirty were present, for water and sheep. The 
Somalis pointed out another place where there was water; and leaving one their number with the Europeans 
told them by signs to take the boat there: the boat anchored all that night there, and the next morning the 

is dug a well, filled their breakers with water, and sent people to the hills for sheep. On their return, 

the Somalis sent the sheep on board the boat, and three of them m8 went on board and asked for the price of 

the water and sheep. When they got into the boat, the English, perhaps, thinking that some treachery was 

sao took * eir swords; the'Somalis getting frightened attempted to jump into the sea ; two succeeded, 
Lass A, 3 .N 
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but the third fell down in the bottom of the boat, and a sailor wounded him in the arm with a sword. The boat 
was anchored, and also tied to a piece of wood stuck into the sand. When this occurrence took place, the 
sailors tried to get up the anchor, but at the same time the Somalis caught hold of the oy adlrges to the shore, 
and begun to pull the bout on the beach, which they succeeded in doiag. As soon as the boat touched, seven 
men jumped into the sea, and the others took their arms in their hands. Whichever way those in the sea tried 
to reach the land, the Somalis prevented them ; this continued so long that they were drowned. 

The sailors in the boat defended themselves for a long time, and wounded ten or fifteen people; one they 
killed, and a second died of his wounds in a few days. : . 

By this time eighty or ninety Somalis had collected, and the defenders of the boat were killed with spears 
cast at them from the nee one man escaped, and was found by a Somali, who said he would not kill him, but 
took him into the interior a little way, to the village which we burnt last night. At last he sent this prisoner 
with a Somali to Alloola; it was too hot to travel by day, so they did so by night. On the road two Somalis 
met him; thrashed the Somali who was with him, and killed the sailor. 

The name of the man who saved the sailor is Salek Mahommed, of Alloola. 

When the Haji told me this, I told him to come and see Captain Playfair, but he refused. I then asked 
him what had become of the bodies; he replied that he could not say for certain, as the next time he visited the 
scene he saw no corpses ; he thought that after the boat had been drawn up on the beach, and pillaged of all it 
contained, the bodies were burnt in it. 

My informant distinctly told me that, with the exception of the man who was saved by Salek, none were 
killed on shore; those who were prevented from landing were drowned, and the others speared in the boat. 

The Haji told me that they did not hear of what had taken place at Haffoon, or wherever the first boat 
was lost, until after this occurrence. 

I asked the Somalis whom we met this morning, how many men were in the boat. One man replied ten, 
but Haji Awadth, said, ‘* What is the use of telling lies? there were fifteen.” 

Before me, this 27th October, 1862. 

(Signed) R. L. Prayratr. 





Information of Ismail Ladak Somar, an inhabitant of Kutch, residing at Alloola, who saith : — 

I have been here six months. Of my own knowledge I know nothing of this massacre, but the Somalis 
talk freely of it, and the following is what I have heard :— 

It is said that two boats put into Ras Maiiber, on the coast below Hafoon, for water; whether the 
inhabitants gave it or not I cannot say, but the boats opened fire on the people, and the Somalis ran away. 

One boat remained at anchor some distance from the beach, while the smaller one went close in and asked 
for water; the well was some little distance inland. On landing, the crew met one or two Somalis, of whom they 
asked the way; the latter demanded money, which the sailors promised to give. After they had walked some 
distance the sailors, seeing no signs of the well, threatened their guides; in the meanwhile a larger number of 
Somalis came to the spot, and a fight ensued. One of the sailors struck a man with his sword, and then, all 
taking to flight, abandoned their boat and swam off to the larger one. On this the Somalis pulled the small one 
high and dry on the beach. It is said that a Somali was killed. 

We did not hear of this affair until after the massacre at Bareda. 

Again, on the 23rd of Nowroz (26th of September), the larger boat with fifteen men arrived on this coast at 
a spot called Bareda; I cannot say at what hour. They asked for water, using the Sowahili term ‘ magee.” 
The Somalis told them to come, and they would point out a well. They brought five breakers on shore, and 
were allowed to fill them; wher. they had put three on board, the Somalis asked for money; they promised to 
comply with this rquest, and the other two were put on board. Three Somalis then went on board and 
demanded the money ; the sailors refused to give any; one of them then, pointing to his penis, said they might 
have that. 

All the sailors then taking up their arms, ordered the Somalis to leave. One of the Somalis was wounded 
with a sword, and a struggle ensued. Five sailors were killed in the boat which was on shore, and three 
Somalis fell; the rest sullen the boat right up on the beach. 

The boat was anchored at one end, and a rope was made fast to the shore from the other; and it was by 
this rope that she was pulled up on the beach, 

Ten of the sailors on this jumped into the sea, and of these one swam to a cape to the east and got ashore ; 
the other nine were drowned. A man named Salek Mahommed, of Alloola, met this man. eohnenie him, and 
promised to send him to me. 

Near that place was a Soorie boat from Zanzibar. Salek asked the nacoda to take the sailor to Alloola for 
for 10 dollars to be paid by me; the Soorie refused. Salek then entrusted him to three Somalis for the 
purpose ; they conducted him by a road some little distance from the beach, and there meeting with some of the 
ne people who had massacred the sailors, they killed the last survivor, and beat off the men who had charge 
of him, 

This was three days after the massacre. 

Before me, this 27th October, 1862. 

(Signed) R. L. Prayrair. 





Information of Salek Mahommed, of the village of Alloola, who saith :— 

When the massacre took place I was living at Asseer, cutting wood. One day—I cannot specify the date— 
I went down to the beach for the purpose of returning to Alloola for a few days; there I meta bugalow, which 
had come from Zanzibar. I knew the nacoda, and he asked me to get him some water; I replied that I would 
cause him to be supplied. He remained there all night. 

F Next morning a Somali arrived with news that a boat with a European crew had arrived at Bareda, and a 
fight had taken place between them and the Somalis. 

I inquired particularly if it was a ship or a boat, and learnt that it was a boat containing fifteen men, and 
that some had been killed and others drowned. 

When I heard this news I remained that night at Asseer, as did the nacoda. In the middle of the night an 
European and two natives entered the village, and the latter declared that they wanted to sell or hold to ransom 
the former to the nacoda of the bugalow. I advised him to satisfy the Somalis, and take the Englishman with 
him, as he would profit by the transaction. Hc refused to have a British sailor on board his boat, saying that if 
such a person were on board he would not stay in his company. 


\ 
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I had intended going to Alloola in this boat; but when I found that both the nacoda and his crew refused 
to receive the sailor on board, I would not accompany them. I agreed with the Bedouins that the man should 
be given up to me for 10 dollars. 

At last, owing to the repeated solicitatiors of the nacoda that I should accompany him to point out a 
watering-place, I agreed to do so, and entrusted the European to four Somalis after having had him washed, 
and his feet, which were much cut by walking bare-footed, dressed and bandaged; I also gave him food and 
nig He remained a day at Asseer to rest, and on the following day he set out by land with four Somalis 
for Alloola. ‘ 

On the way four men of the party which had massacred the others met the European, and beating off the 
men whom I had sent, took him prisoner. In a very short time as many as forty arrived at the spot, and killed 
the European with swords and spears. This must have been four or five days after the massacre. 

The European was about my height, with dark browu hair; no hair on his face. He had no shoes on, nor 
any clothing except a short pair of trousers reaching from the waist to the knee; these were black. His age 
appeared to be from 20 to 22 years. 

The name of the nacoda was Mahommed bin Seroor. I do not know the name of the budeen, but it 
belonged to the Island of Maseerah; it was laden with slaves and grain from Zanzibar to Maculla. It was more 
the fault of the sailors than the nacoda that the man was not received on board; if the former had consented, 
the latter would not have objected. 

On the day that I heard the news of the massacre, but before the European reached Asseer, we saw a 
steamer which appeared to be going towards Aden. : 

Before me, this 29th day of October, 1862. 

(Signed) R. L. PLayrair. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 194. 
Orders addressed to Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine. 


Memo. “ Penguin,” off Cuama, September 1, 1862. 

YOU will take command of the port-cutter and whaler, and proceed to watch the coast for the suppression 
of the Slave Trade between Kwyhoo Island and Juba River. 

2. I expect to be at Port Durnford by the 14th of September, so after that date I wish you to call there 
every third day. 

3. In the event of your making seizure of vessels or dhows with slaves in, you will detain them at Port 
Durnford until my arrival. 

4. If you find any dhows deserted having in them clear and incontestable evidence of having been recently 
employed in the Slave Trade, you will burn them, after taking careful measurement, and bring away with you 
such things as stamp their calling to be that of a slaver. 

(Signed) J. G. G. Mc HARDY, Lieutenant Commanding. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 194. 
Standing Orders to Officers on Detached Boat Service. 


TO preserve the health of the minds and bodies of your crews is to be your first consideration ; to obtain this 
all-important object, it is necessary that the spirit of the following instructions be carefully acted up to :— 

1. Directly rain-awnings are furled in the morning, every man to be seen take a dose of quinine. 

2. Unless some very good reason for the contrary, breakfast and tea to be cooked regularly morning and 
evening, no matter under what difficulties, as it is most essential to the health of Englishmen that they should 
have a warm beverage morning and evening, more particularly in this climate: without this being attended to 
ee will very soon have discontent, for good living is as necessary for preserving the health of the mind as the 


‘ me The men are to wash themselves, clean the boat out, and shift into day clothing every morning after 
r ast. 

4. ‘Rain-awnings to be spread during rain, and immediately after sunset, when the service will permit. 

5. In wet weather blanket clothing to be worn, every favourable opportunity being taken to dry and air the 
same, and when it has been necessary to expose the crews to the wet I recommend a small quantity of spirits 
(about a quarter of a gill) being served out. 

6. You will never, if possibly to be avoided, anchor in the rivers for the night, but outside. If obliged to 
remain in a river during the night, you will, if possible, anchor off a sandy spit, or in the widest place you can 
find, and as near the centre as possible. | 

7. You will discourage growling and squabbling, and encourage singing, or any innocent amusements that 
you can devise to relieve the monotony of boat-cruizing. 

8. Any man misconducting himself while on detached service will incur my displeasure to a far greater 
extent than if the same misconduct took place on board the ship; while, on the other hand, any man recom- 
mended to my notice for a cheerful and zealous performance of his duty while detached, thereby tending to 
lighten the responsible and arduous duties of the officer in charge, may feel certain that I shall avail myself of the 
firet opportunity that may occur to show my approbation. 

8. I rely with confidence upon your zeal in carrying out these instructions, for upon your exertions mainly 
depend the health of the crews, and, therefore, efficiency of the ship. 

(Signed) J. G. 6. Mc HARDY, Lieutenant Commanding. 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 194. 


List of “ Penguin's” Boats’ Crews, a how they were Armed when they left the Ship on the 
lst September, 1862. 


Cutter —Armed with 12-pounder rocket-tube. Containing Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine, armed with sword ; 
William M’tchell, Quartermaster, with cutlass and revolver ; John Kemp, A. B., with cutlass and revolver ; John 
Pratt, A. B., with cutlass and revolver ; James Watson, A. B., with rifle and sword-bayonet ; Henry Stole, A. B., 
with rifle and sword-bayonet ; Charles Kennedy, ordinary, with rifle and sword-bayonet ; John Childs, Ist class 
boy, with rifle and sword bayonet ; George Horton, private, Koyal Marines, with rifle and bayonet ; Charles 
Foley, private, Royal Marines, with rifle and bayonet. koe 

Whaler.—Containing John Carpenter, gunner’s mate, armed with cutlass and revolver; William H. 
Williams, A.B., with rifle and sword-bayonet; Martin Foley, A. B., with rifle and sword-bayonet; Richard 
Heath, A. B., with cutlass and revolver; Arthur Mathews, ordinary, with cutlass and revolver. 

(Signed) J. G. G. Mc HARDY, Lieutenant Commanding. 


List of Provisions in the “ Penguin's” Boats when they left the Ship on the 1st of September, 1862. 


Water, 54 gallons ; biscuit, 253 lbs.; peas, none; pork, 102 lbs. ; spirits, 5 gallons and 15 gills; sugar, 
46} lbs. ; chocolate, 20 lbs. 10 oz.; tea, 5 lbs. 2 oz ; lemon juice, 5 lbs, 2 oz. 
Government money 10/. 
(Signed) J. G. G. Mc HARDY, Lieutenant Commanding. 





No. 195. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘ Arrogant,” Cabinda, July 20, 1862. 

I HAVEthe honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 17th of 
May last, with its inclosures from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at St Paul de 
L.oanda, complaining of the irregularity in the conveyance of their mails, &c., from 
Fernando Po to that place, and calling for any explanation that | may have to offer 
on that subject. 

I beg to observe, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
that, by the Commander-in-chief's instructions, the Senior officer on the South Coast 
is only allowed to send for the mails to Fernando Po every second month, and 
although in these instructions there is no mention made, or order given, to bring 
down any but our own mails, I have always desired that those for Her Majesty’s 
Commissioners should also be inquired for, and taken charge of with the rest. The 
Commander-in-chief's instructions only provide for due notice being given to the 
Commissioners when any cruizers is about to sail to England from Lanavd, which 
is invariably done. 

I am not aware that any vesscl has come from Fernando Po with the mails for 
the squadron on the South Coast without also bringing those for Her Majesty’s 
Commissioners, except on one occasion, when | myself, in March last, carried down 
direct to Fernando Po the mails for the squadron; this occurred on the receipt of 
the peaceable intelligence from America, when being anxious that the same should 
be communicated to the Commander-in-chief, who I expected would have arrived 
on the coast about that time, and also to the cruizers under my orders, | forwarded 
them immediately by the “ Torch.” 

The regular mail reached Fernando Po shortly after, when, so far from feeling 
indifferent as to when Her Majesty’s Commissioners received their letters, I des- 
patched another cruizer, taking her away from the Bight division, with the 
Commissioners’ bags and the American mails to St. Paul de Loanda. That vessel 
was detained after my departure from Fernando Po, by a requisition from Consul 
Burton, and also unfortunately by an accident, viz., getting on fire during her 

assage. 
' if the case alluded to by Her Majesty’s Commissioners when the “ Philomel ” 
in October last did not call at Fernando Po for the mails on her way to the South 
Coast from the Bonny, I find from my orders given to her on that occasion that 
she was not to touch at Fernando Po unless from want of coal, being very desirous 
that she should return to her cruizing-ground as soon as possible. 

I will only venture to remark, in conclusion, that if Mr. Gabriel had spoken to 
me on the subject before writing his joint despatch to the Foreign Office, I could 
have perhaps explained the matter, so as to render any official correspondence 
unnecessary. 

For the future, as heretofore, when the mails are brought to St. Paul de 
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Loanda from Fernando Po, or vice versa, by Her Majesty’s cruizers, the Commis- 
sioners’ bag will be duly taken charge of, and delivered or forwarded as the case 
may be. : 
: I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





No. 196. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,’ Sierra Leone, October 22, 1862. 

IN compliance with page 7, Article 3, of the Slave Trade Instructions, ! have 
the honour to report on the state of that illegal Traffic on the West Coast of 
Africa, between the Ist October, 1861, and the 30th September, 1862, being a 
continuation of my letter to you dated the 7th November last. 

2. My reasons for extending this report over a period of twelve months are 
partly those stated in the second paragraph of the above-quoted letter ; also that 
on my arrival at Sierra Leone from Ascension, having received information on the 
subject to a very recent date from the cruizers under my orders, and at the same 
time expecting shortly to be relieved by Commodore Wilmot, I felt it would be 
better to extend this my final report to the 30th ultimo, so as to leave as few 
unexecuted duties as possible to be performed by my successor. 

3. By adding together the annexed Tabular Statements, which have been drawn 
up with much care and trouble, it will be seen that so many as 88 vessels, capable of 
conveying 52,272 slaves, have been, or supposed to have been, engaged in this 
illegitimate Traffic during the period of my Report; and that out of that number 
no less than 68 vessels are actually mentioned on the suspected List which I have 
from time to time received from the Secretary of the Admiralty. The 12 vessels 
captured without name or nationality, and the 2 supposed to have escaped, name 
unknown, being included in the remaining 20; these may or may not have been 
vessels towards whom suspicion had been drawn. 

4. The following vessels, all on the Suspected List, but not during the period 
of this Report, have been seen and boarded by Her Majesty’s cruizers, viz. :-- 

“ Belle,” American brigantine, boarded by “Zebra” on the 22nd June, 1862 
(mentioned on Suspected List in April 1860) ; 

** Samuel Churchman,” American brig, boarded by “ Dart” on the 12th May, 1362 
(mentioned as suspicious in December 1860) ; 

“ Sylphide,”» Hamburgh brigantine, boarded by “Wrangler” at Lagos, on 
the 11th May, 1862, and by the “ Dart” on the 13th June, 1862 (mentioned as 
suspicious in February 1860) ; 

“‘ Potomac,” American brigantine, boarded by “ Espoir” at Isles de Los, on the 
25th April, 1862, and by the ‘Flying Fish” on the 4th June, 1862, off Bassao 
(mentioned as suspicious in December 1860) ; F 

‘« Acase,” Portuguese barque, boarded by “ Griffon” on Ist November, 1861, at 
Badagry, and by the ‘‘ Wrangler” on the 7th December, 1861, and again on the 
16th June, 1862, off Jelli Coffee (mentioned as suspicious in February 1860) ; 
and 

“ Panchito,” Portuguese brig, boarded boarded by “Wye” at sea on the 
28th February, 1862 (mentioned as suspicious in April 1859). 

5. I have now to bring to your notice the names of five vessels that have been 
boarded by our cruizers, and reported to me as suspicious, although not mentioned 
as such in the Foreign Office List, viz. :— 

‘¢ Lark,” American whaler, boarded by both the “Torch” and “ Ranger,” off 
Mangue Grande, on the 26th April, 1862. 

“ Mondego,” Portuguese schooner, boarded by the “ Wrangler,” of Whydah, 
on 17th June, 1862. : 

“* Warren White,” American barque, boarded by the ‘‘Brisk,” at Jelli Coffee, 
on 7th August, 1862. J, 

* Elizabeth,” American barque, boarded by the “Griffon” on the 28th June, 
1862, on the 14th August off Whydah, and again at Great Popoe on the 6th Sep- 
tember, 1862; and by the “ Lee,” at Great Popoe, on the 27th August, 1862. 
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“ Joshua Bragdon,” American barque (whaler), boarded by the “ Dart” on the 
19th July and Ist August, 1862; by the ‘“ Ranger” on the 17th July; and by the 
“Antelope” on the 4th August, 1862, on the South Coast off the Congo, and at 
Cabenda. 

The “ Mondego” is said to be employed in carrying slaves from Whydah to the 
Island of St. Thomas, and the “ Elizabeth” I am informed at first hoisted Portuguese 
colours, but there being an American register on board, and the flag hoisted, she 
was allowed to proceed on her way. 

6. The above 11, added to the 88 shown in the annexed Tables, making in all 
99 vessels, is, I am confident, as correct a list as it is possible to arrive at of all the 
vessels that have in any way been mixed up in the Slave Trade on this part of the 
station under your command during the last twelve months. 

7. Although this evidently shows an increase (on paper) over former Reports 
in the number and size of vessels supposed to be engaged in this illegal Traffic, I 
hope to be able to prove not only that very many of the 61 vessels mentioned in 
Inclosure 3 have never visited Western Africa, but also that a considerable check 
has been placed on the Slave Trade by the squadron under my orders, since I last 
had the honour of reporting on the subject. 

8. Out of the 99 vessels said to be employed in the African Slave Trade, I am 
very happy to say that 15, capable of conveying no less than 8,262 negroes, have 
either been captured or destroyed by Her Majesty's cruizers, thereby rescuing 
2,457 of our fellow-creatures from slavery, 9 of the vessels being empty when taken, 
and 1 run on shore at Point Padron, where she was soon destroyed by the surf, 
some of the slaves escaping into the bush, and several being drowned. 

9, In addition to which the American barque “ J. J. Cobb.” mentioned in my 
last Report as being detained at St. Paul’s de Loanda, has since been sold by the 
Portuguese authorities, on her failing to procure the bond required by the Govern- 
ment of Angola that she would not embark in the Slave Trade. 

10. The ‘* Manuei Ortiz” shown in Inclosure 3, has also been detained and 
condemned at Cane Coast Castle, by the Governor of the Gold Coast. 

11. Again, a slave vessel, name not known, is said to have got on shore in the 
Congo, on her way up to Punta da Lenha, and to have been pillaged and destroyed 
by the natives. 

12. I have also, only a day or two since, received verbal intelligence that the 
“Dart” has just captured a vessel in the neighbourhood of Goree, but I cannot of 
course answer for the correctness of the report. Iftrue, it would make a total of 
19 vessels, actually engaged in the Slave Trade, that have been either captured or 
destroyed during the past twelve months. 

13. Had there been such an American squadron on the coast as when [ first 
had the honour of taking the command, the blow to this inhuman Traffic would 
have been very much more severe ; as it is, I feel certain the loss has been somethin x 
considerable to the slave-dealers. 

14. On reference, however, to Inclosure 2, it will be seen, I regret to say, that 
12 vessels, having on board 5,810 slaves, have succeeded in eluding the vigilance 
of our cruizers. This is less than the number of vessels said to have escaped 
during the period of my last Report, while the number captured and destroyed is 
much greater. 

15. Out of the 72 remaining vessels, 11 have been met with and boarded by 
the squadron as already shown. 

16. Of the 61 vessels shown in Inclosure 3, left to be accounted for, only the 
following have been met with by our cruizers, viz. :— 

“ Manuel Ortiz,” already reported as condemned by the Governor of the Gold’ 
coast, 

‘« Mariquita,” seen on the South Coast frequently, but to my certain knowledge 
has never taken slaves, although belonging to a suspicious firm. 

 Ocilla,” on her way up the Congo. 

17. This leaves 58 vessels, of which the undermentioned, for the reasons stated 
against them, are not at all likely to have visited the West Coast, viz. :— 

‘‘ Margaret Scott,” seized by the authorities at New Bedford, and brought by 
the Confederate Government to be sunk on the Charleston bar, 

‘* Mary Francis,” sailed for the Mauritius in October last. 

“ Augusta,” condemned at New York on the 22nd January, 1862. 

‘ “Ida Baynes,” sailed under British colours on the 19th April, 1862, for Cape 
Town. 
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“ Huntress,” reported to have been captured by Her Majesty’s cruizers on the 
American coast. 

“ Formosa Estrella,” is reported to be at the Mozambique. 

“« Enchantress,” has changed hands and become a legal trader. 

“ Eleuterio,” said to be employed in conveying troops between Spain and Cuba. 

“‘ Lola Montes,” reported to have cleared from Cadiz on 21st August, 1862, 
consequently could not have arrived on the coast during the period of this Report. 

18. Of the remaining 49, I am persuaded for the following reasons that only 
a very small portion could have done so, viz. :— 

(1.) The well-known fact that the barracoons, especially on the South Coast, 
have for some time past been glutted, from a want of vessels to transport the 
slaves across. 

(2.) That out of the 49 vessels, only the undermentioned are reported in 
the Foreign Office List as having sailed for the West Coast, viz. :-— 

‘** Daniel Webster,” ‘‘ Cygnet,” ‘“ Wild Pigeon,” ‘‘ Oriel,” ‘‘ Enchantress,” ‘‘ Lola 
Montes,” “ Oregon,” and “ Dragon,” two of which have already been included in the 
vessels mentioned in paragraph 17, viz., “ Enchantress” and ‘ Lola Montes.” 

(3.) The very few suspected vessels, not already accounted for, ‘hat have been 
met with by the squadron, which has been greatly increased of late; while the 
following, not on the Suspected List, and in all probability legal traders, have been 
frequently boarded by our cruizers, showing that the coast has been actively 
watched, viz. :— 

“Simon,” of Bayonne, French barque; “Susan,” American brigantine; “Susan,” 
American schooner; “Ann,” American brigantine; ‘“ Robert Wing,” American brig; 
“Greyhound,” ‘ Manchelles,” “Seamew,” ‘ Mary,” “ Benjamin Franklin,” Ameri- 
can barques ; ‘‘ Paquete de Panama,” French barque; “Sylph,” American barque ; 
‘“¢ Mary O’Brien,” American ship ; “ Morning Light,” American brigantine; ‘Tide 
Wave,” American barque; ‘‘ Clara,” American ship; “Said ben Sultan,” Ameri- 
can barque; ‘Manchester,’ American ship; “St. Helena,” American schooner ; 
* Pierre Frédéric,” French brig: ‘‘ Wurtemberg,” American ship; “ Palmas,” 
American brigantine; ‘“ Starca,” Americar. barque; ‘John Aviles,” Amer‘can 
barque; ‘ Vandyke,” French barque; “Cast,” French brig; “ Prince Jerome,” 
“Bonne Marie,” French barques; “ Sallie Rice,’’ American schooner ; “Tcher- 
naya,” French barque; “‘ Ann Elizabeth,” American brigantine; ‘Glencra,” 
French cutter; and the ‘“Kance Bordeux [?],” French schooner; in all 38 
vessels. 

Also that Punta da Lenha, where slavers on the South Coast generally refit, &c. 
has frequently been visited, and Cabenda and the Congo constantly guarded, while 
in the Bights, Whydah and Dahomey’s seaboard has been equally well watched. 

19. Having furnished all the information in my power respecting the move- 
ments, &c., of vessels supposed to be engaged in this inhuman Traffic, | beg now to 
draw your attention to certain important incidents bearing upon the supply and 
exportation of slaves. 

20. While the abandonment of the French Emigration Scheme has doubtless 
tended to make slaves more plentiful on the South Coast, I am rejoiced to say that 
on account of the stringent steps taken by the American Government, vessels have 
been in a great measure deterred from entering into this illegal Traffic, in spite of 
the favourable opportunity offered by the withdrawal of the American squadron. 

21. The result has heen, as shown in the Tabular Statements annexed, 
that those vessels which have been engaged in the Slave Trade have been found 
overcrowded when taken. Witness the case of the brigantine captured by the 
* Antelope” on the 5th June, thereby adding considerably to the sufferings of the 
unfortunate negroes. 

22. The want of vessels, especially on the South Coast, to receive the slaves 
collected at the various barracoons, has, I am told on good authority, been a very 
serious loss to the slave-dealers, who have had to support them for a considerable 
sp are expense, the price of food being raised in proportion to the increased 
demand, 

23. We ought, therefore, to be thankful, all things considered, that the absence 
of the American cruizers from the coast (so much regretted by me) has been, at a 
time when slaves were more than usually cheap and plentiful, productive of less 
mischief to our cause than we could possibly have hoped, whilst the loss, not 
including captures, to those interested has been very great. 

24. Now, however, that we have a Treaty with America conceding to us the 
right of search, with the prospect of another squadron, and our own having been 
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materially increased, I entertain the best results [sic], and feel confident that the 
shipment of slaves will be greatly reduced. 

25. In a short time, when the American Treaty is in full force, and a few 
vessels detained in consequence, slavers will, of course, resort to other than the 
of the United States to cover their nefarious occupation ; and I very much fear that 
our own, together with that of France, will frequently be employed. 

26. The French, on account of our limited power of interference. It may here 
be remembered that the brig taken by the “Torch” on the 4th March last, first 
hoisted the French ensign; but on seeing the determination of Commander Smith 
to board, the colours were hove overboard, and the vessel became denationalized. 
Had the Commander of the “ Torch” not boarded the brig, which I think would 
have been the course followed by most officers on account of the responsibility 
thereby undertaken, she would, in all probability, have shipped her cargo of slaves, 
and got off without much difficulty. 

27. The inducement for resorting to our flag (of course without a register) will 
be the want of suspicion ever entertained by Her Majesty’s cruizers to its being 
employed to cover other than legal trade, therefore not so likely to provoke the 
interference of our cruizers; the few English vessels ever boarded quite confirms me in 
this opinion. Strict orders should consequently be issued to the squadron to 
examine every vessel met with under the English flag. 

28. I now beg to point out the principal localities, &c., where the Slave Trade 
is at present carried on. In the North Division, I am happy to find from the 
reports which I have received, that it is decreasing fast, and must in a few years 
hecome totally extinct,—I mean, of course, the “ export ” of slaves. 

29. The two vessels mentioned in Inclosure No. 2 as having got away, and the 
one destroyed by the ‘‘ Flying Fish,” I believe are the only ones which have been 
actually engaged in this illegal Traffic on that part of the coast during a period of 
twelve months; although I hear that several vessels have visited the Gallinas 
for the purpose, but were not able to get the slaves. The schooner taken by the 
* Wye” was one of them. 

30. The six vessels captured by the “ Torch” during her cruize on the North 
coast was a great loss to those concerned, and [ have no doubt was the means of 
completely checking the efforts made by a certain Spanish company to revive this 
illegal Traffic. 

31. The little slaving that still goes on in this division is almost invariably 
conducted under the Spanish flag, and in vessels of small tonnage. 

32. While in the neighbourhood of the Gallinas, the ‘ Philomel,” however, 
reports having chased, on the 19th June last, a steamer under American colours, 
supposed to be engaged in the Slave Trade, which she could not come up with. On 
a gun being fired the vessel hauled down her colours and steamed on. 

33. The Trade is almost entirely confined to the Bramiah,* Debreeka, Pongas, 
and Nunez Rivers; Sangaree Bay being a rallying point, between which there is 
nearly an uninterrupted communication by inland creeks. Slaves are also taken 
from the Sierra Leone and Sherbro Rivers to Sangaree Bay. 

34. The practice which formerly existed of marching the slaves which were 
procured from the country south-east of Sierra Leone through the Quiah country to 
be shipped in canoes down the Sierra Leone River, and along the coast tothe rivers 
and creeks about the Pongas, is almost discontinued, in consequence of the road by 
which they were conveyed (Quiah) being now part of British territory. . 

35. When the barracks are built at Bulama, and troops regularly stationed, a 
considerable check will be placed on any attempts made to export slaves from the 
vicinity of the Nunez, if not rendering it almost impossible. 

36. From the Gallinas reports are often heard of slaves being in the neighbour- 
hood ; and as this formerly was a noted shipping-place, I trust it may soon be legally 
incorporated within the limits of Liberia (or Sierra Leone), the authorities of 
which province, though not endued with much power, are, I believe, sincere in 
endeavouring, by their influence, to put down the Slave Trade. 

37. Commander Wildman, on his recent visit to the Gallinas, found no trace 
whatever of any slaving being carried on, not even a barracoon. This, when taken 
into consideration with the fact of several vessels having visited that part of the 
coast for slaves, but without success, as already stated, justifies our supposing 
that the nefarious Traffic has gradually given place to legitimate commerce. 

38, As mentioned in former Reports, the presence of any suspicious vessels on 
the North Coast is soon known at Sierra Leone, being communicated to the 
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Governor by Agents residing at various points, when acruizer immediately proceeds 
to look after her ; 

39. I am informed, on the authority of the Spanish Consul at. Sierra Leone, 
thatthe Spanish vessels trading between the Canary Islands and the North Coast 
have all to enter.into heavy securities with the authorities that they will not embark 
in any slave speculations. This is, no doubt, a very necessary and wholesome 
check, for I frequently notice that vessels on the Suspected List clear from the 
western ports for the Canaries, and they are generally of small tonnage, and well 
suited to navigate the rivers where slaves are to be procured. As an instance 
of this, I may mention the “ Felicidad,” shown in the Tabular Statement annexed 
(Inclosure 3). ; 

40. Domestic slavery continues to increase in proportion as legal trade is 
developed, but | am happy to say is conducted with more humanity and consider- 
ation for the individual than in the Bights and other parts of the station. 

41. Legal Trade,—Commander Wildman (senior officer of the division) informs 
me, is visibly on the increaseeverywhere. So many as four well-known legal traders 
were seen trading at the Pongas, at one time, by the ‘ Espoir.” 

42. The legal commerce from the Gallinas country is at present estimated at 
100,000. annually, and is on the increase. 

43. A 60-horse-power gun-boat, or, better still, a small paddle steamer or river 
tug, with double engines, and drawing about six feet water—not more—would be 
invaluable in navigating and penetrating into the rivers on this part of the coast. 

. Boat service, attended with so much risk, might then in a great measure be avoided, 
and the rivers themselves properly examined. 

44. The soundings and coast line have generally been found correct, but in 
some cases material errors have been discovered ; for instance, at the mouth of the 
Bramiah, sixteen to eighteen feet of water has been found, while the chart shows 
much less. 

45. The gun-boat should be fitted with a house on the upper deck, in the same 
way as the “ Handy,” be armed with one small pivot gun and rockets, and falling 
iron plates with holes, as a protection against musketry. 

46. I may add that the Chiefs in these rivers have generally been found to give 
a cordial welcome to naval officers, though they are constantly involved in disputes 
with the Governor of our neighbouring Colony, often brought about by the unscru- 
pulous dealings of merchants and their agents. 


Coast between Cape Palmas and Cape Three Points. 


47. Rumours having reached me that on the Ivory and Grain Coast, between 
Cape Palmas and Cape ‘Three Points and the French Settlements at Grand Bassam, 
the Slave Trade was being actively carried on, I directed Captain Luce, in the 
“ Brisk,” to examine that locality. 

48. After a careful investigation, this officer reported to me that he could find 
nothing apparently to justify any such supposition, though it is impossible to say 
from what point, when least suspected, slave-dealers may not carry on their opera- 
tions. This is a part of the coast lying between the North and Bights divisions, 
and is seldom visited by our cruizers. ‘ 

Bights Division. _ : 

49. The five vessels reported to have escaped, having on board 3,250 negroes, 
and the schooner captured by the ** Griffon” (the only prize that has been taken 
for nearly three years), is a clear proof that the Slave Trade has increased in this 
division, since I last had the honour of reporting on the subject. | 

50. I beg, however, to remark that the vessel which got away, did so between 
November 27, 1861, and April 26, 1862, when the “Prometheus” was inside 
the bar at Lagos, and peculiar circumstances,—such as sending the “ Antelope ”’ 
with fever cases to Ascension on two occasions, the detention of a schooner at 
St. Helena, and also of one at Ascension, on account of the anticipated hostilities 
with America (the early part of this year),—rendered it impossible to keep so good 
a watch on the coast as | could have wished. 

51. On looking over reports from Commanders Beamish and Perry, I find that 
at the end of last year, and the early part of this, there were plenty of slaves in the 
barracoons ready for shipment, and { have not the slightest doubt that the slave- 
dealers, who on this part of the coast are men of long experience, and where 
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everything connected with this nefarious Traffic is conducted with an ability and 
system worthy of a better cause, readily took advantage of the opening unavoidably 
afforded by the absence of our cruizers. ; 

52. Domingo Martinez at Whydah, and Lima at Quittah, are the most active 
ol that body, to whom a great number of the vessels met with in the Bights under 
Portuguese colours are consigned, and it is well known that these men rarely deal 
in anything but slaves, ‘The vessel came principally from the Brazils, and have on 
board the cargoes usually carried by palm-oilers. 

53. The Slave Trade in this division is confined almost entirely to Dahomey’s 
country, as stated in my former Reports; Little Popoe, Aghwey, Great Popoe and 
Whydah, being the places where the shipments are usually effected, and barracoons 
are said to exist all along that part of the coast. 

54. Adda, on the Volta, a large river contiguous to our Gold Coast Settlement, 
is also a great nest of slavery ; but as the anchorage off the bar is insecure, and 
not a good place for the shipment, the slaves are generally taken by inland water- 
carriage, at the back of Quitta, to some one of the beach towns already mentioned 
on Dahomey’s seaboard. 

55. Slaves between the Volta and Aghwey cost from 40 to 50 dollars, while 
those purchased at Whydah sometimes fetch as much as 8&0 dollars. 

56. I hear that a considerable number of slaves have lately been collected, and 
that a steamer and three other vessels are shortly expected to arrive in the Bights ; 
but I feel confident now that we have five cruizers stationed on that part of the 
coast, they will have great difficulty in effecting their purpose. 

57. The following circumstance will show you what a good look-out is now 
being kept :—A small Hamburgh steamer on her way to Lagos, was a short time 
since boarded off Whydah by three of our gun-boats, each coming from a different 
point of the compass. 

58. This attempt at reviving the Slave Trade should be put down at any cost, 

‘or it will certainly be very detrimental to the commerce which has of late years 
developed itself so much in the Bights. 

59. The “Griffon’s” prize was condemned at Lagos. The formation of a 
Vice-Admiralty Court at that place will, [ am sure, prove of great benefit to the 
squadron, and increase the efficiency of our cruizers employed on that part of the 
coast. 

60. Domestic slavery continues to increase, and is carried on with the greatest 
cruelty in our palm-oil rivers, but more particularly so in the Bonny, where an 
able-bodied slave is only calculated to stand three years’ work in consequence of 
the ill-usage he receives. Nor is this to be wondered at, seeing that the natives 
are mostly cannibals, though we have had missionaries living amongst them for 
years. 

61. Legal Trade.—Palm oil is plentiful in the Bights of Biafra, excepting the 
Benin, where, as usual, things are in a very unsatisfactory state; and of late 
frequent outrages of a revolting nature have occurred, as already reported. 

62. In the Bonny, trade has increased very much, and the supplies of palm oil 
is said to be greater than all the West African rivers put together. 

63. At Anamaboe, a little to the southward of Cape Coast Castle, a prosperous 
trade is being carried on; also I am informed that Whydah, Great and Little 
Popoe, &c., furnish palm oil in small quantities. This will account for the legal 
traders that are met with by our cruizers on that part of the coast. 

64. Most of the trade from Accra, though jointly occupied by the Dutch and 
ourselves, finds its way into the English market, in spite of the Customs dues (2 per 
cent. on all imports, levied by the Government of the Gold Coast), while the Dutch 
impose none; but in consequence of all suspicious vessels anchoring in Dutch 
waters, to avoid the search of our cruizers, most of the port dues fall to their lot. 

65. A brisk trade, principally in palm oil, is carried on along the coast between 
Great Benby and Ivory Town by the British merchants, who I hear send out annually 
about twenty brigs of 250 tons burden. 

66. Good stock may be had at Adda, Accra, and Jelli Coffee with facility, and 
at a very reasonable price. At the latter place, sheep weighing 15 lbs. are 
bought at 2 dollars, ducks and fowls six for a dollar, and turkeys from 7 to 
11 Ibs., 1 to 13 dollar each. 

67. On account of the wars that have raged so long, all the oil was not collected 
last year, the exports from Lagos being considerably below the average, amounting 
enly to 3,865 tons of palm oil, 2,618 Ibs. of ivory, 1,303 bales or 153,754 Ibs. of 
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cotton. 1,200 tons of oil were collected at Palma, and about the same quantity at 
Badagry. ‘This year, however, | am happy to say, the palm oil from Lagos has 
increased, and the season promises to be Ear good. Great quantities of oil 
are regularly sent home by the mail-packets. 

68. The cotton trade is increasing very rapidly at Lagos in spite of the wars, 
but the want of some person with a knowledge of the growth, &c., of this most 
useful article is greatly felt, and would tend much to improve its quantity as well 
as increase the returns. 

69. The Lagos trade comes chiefly from the direction of Porto Novo and 
Badagry tothe westward; from Abbeokuta and its river, the Ogu, to the northward 
and north-westward ; from the town of Ibadan to the north-eastward; and finally 
to the eastward of Lagos, from the Jaboo country. Commander Beamish’s Journal 
to the 30th June last gives a full and very interesting account on this subject. 

70. Supplies of beef, yams, corn, vegetables, and fowls would be good at Lagos 
were it not for the present unsettled state of the country. Beef is 7d. per lb., and 
yams 2d. 


South Division. 


71. Although slaves have been more than usually plentiful, I am happy to sav, 
owing to the circumstances already explained, the Slave Trade from this portion of 
the coast, so far as relates to the export of slaves, has materially decreased. 

72. The few suspicious vessels seen on the South Division during the past 
twelve months has been subject of general remark, while to the slave-dealers 
a matter of considerable loss, not only on account of the number of slaves they have 
had on hand with no opportunity of shipping them, but also that a greater number 
of vessels have been captured by our cruizers in proportion to those that are said 
to have got away. 

73. The fact that during the “Torch’s” visit to Punta da Lenha in June last, 
the master and several of the crew of the brig captured by that vessel in the previous 
March were met with, proves the scarcity of slave-vessels. 

74. The Congo still continues to be the inexhaustible source of this inhuman 
Traffic, the slaves being brought down from the upper countries by water-carriage, 
and shipped principally at the undermentioned places, viz. :— 

North of the Congo.—Banda Point, Landano, Black Point, Cabenda, and 
Vista. 

In the Congo.—Punta da Lenha, Bullock Island, and Bullembumba. 

South of the Congo.—Mangue Grande, Mecula, Moanda, Kilcongo, Ambrizette, 
and Bahia Funda. 

Cabenda, the Congo, and its immediate neighbourhood, are, however, more 
generally employed for this purpose. 

75. Slaves, I hear, are still continued to be shipped from Cape Lopez to the 
Island of St. Thomas, in small coasting vessels, but Ido not think it is carried on 
to any great extent. 

76. In consequence of this and the so-called free emigration from Loanda, also 
the fact that the Portuguese schooner “ Mondego” is said to be employed in taking 
slaves from Whydah to that island, I have ordered a cruizer (‘‘ Wrangler”) to 
proceed to St. Thomas for the purpose of gaining information on the matter as to 
whether these negroes are actually required for and employed on the island, or 
whether St. Thomas is simply a sort of halfway house between Africa and the 
Western ports. I have not yet had time to receive Commander Beamish’s 
report. 

° 77. A suspicious vessel was on the coast to the southward of St. Paul de 
Loanda the end of last year, endeavouring to procure a cargo of slaves, but [do not 
think she succeeded. 

78. This oe of the station has been visited by the *« Arrogant,” Alecto” (twice), 
and “ Philomel” during the past twelve months, but no indication of any slaving 
was discovered, and I certainly do not think that much exists, although it is said 
that slaves are shipped in small numbers whenever a favourable opportunity offers, 
at Equimina Bay, by a Senhor Ignasio, and who carries on a considerable trade in 
rum, employing about 800 slaves. 

79. At Benguela, also, slaving is supposed to be carried on at times; there 
certainly appears not to be sufficient om trade to account for the prosperous 
appearance of this town. The natives are here more intelligent than those generally 
met with on this part of the coast. 
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80. The Slave Trade, as stated in former Reports, is conducted by agents mostly 
Portuguese, who are stationed at various points, and deal with the native brokers, 
Punta da Lenha, about twenty-six miles up the Congo, being still the head-quarters 
of this nefarious Traffic. It is there that all the arrangements are made for shipping, 
such as laying the slave-deck, filling up with water, and in some cases even taking 
on board the slaves; here also vessels often change hands, as well as Captains. 

$1. Punta da Lenha isa mere assemblage of factories built on piles, a dense bush 
coming down to within fifty yards in the rear of the houses. The last time the 
“ Arrogant’s” boats visited this place (in July), there were nine Portuguese 
factories, one Dutch, one American, and only one English, belonging to Messrs. 
‘Tobin and Sons of Liverpool. 

82. The natives around are remarkably lawless, so much so that our own 
merchants have been frequently maltreated, and, as we are not able to afford them 
protection, are removing their business elsewhere. 

83. As the legal trade from this point is very inconsiderable, and certainly not 
sufficient to keep up so many factories, it is only reasonable to suppose that these 
nine Portuguese firms, must be interested in fostering the Slave Trade; and it is a 
noticeable fact, that in many parts of Africa when there is not much commerce, 
merchants derive a great part of their profits directly from the Slave Trade and 
intestine wars: for, if a slave is to be bought, the dealer goes to the merchant ; and 
it is also well known from what quarter these commodities and the hard cash are 
derived. 

84. The usual price of a slave on the South Coast is twenty dollars. ‘Those 
procured at Kilongo are said to be most sought after in Cuba. 

85. It is worthy of remark that the last cargoes taken have been found to 
consist almost entirely of children, thereby showing that slaves are furnished as 
much by barter (with their parents) as from prisoners taken in battle. 

86. 1 find, from information received from the crew of the “ Zebra’s ” prize, that 
two more vessels had sailed from one of the north-east ports of Cuba, at the same 
time that she did for this part of the coast. 

87. French Emigration.—The purchase of negroes under this head, I am told, 
ceased on the 30th of June last on the West Coast. The following particulars will 
give you some idea how extensively the system has been carried on. 

88. Four hundred negroes were shipped in November 1861 from Loango, and 
there were 300 at that depdt the following month. 

About the end of February last there were 600 emigrants at the depot at the 
Bananas, River Congo; 200 at Embomma, the great slave-market in the interior, 
about thirty miles from Punta da Lenha; and 200 at Loango: in all 1000 emigrants. 

89. Commander Smith, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Torch,” visited the depét at 
Bananas on the 20th of May, where he was very cordially received and shown over 
the establishment. He reports the “ Ville d’Aigues Mortes ” having sailed with a 
large number in the early partof April; they (the emigrants) appeared to be well 
looked after and cheerful. I am informed the Agents pay about the value of from 
thirty to forty dollars for each emigrant. 

90. This scheme, by keeping up a regular market in the interior, has, beyond a 
doubt, tended towards the increase of the Slave Trade, for the negroes who are 
rejected by the French Agents are available to be bought up by the slave-dealers 
at a reduced price. 

91. The so-called free emigration to St. Thomas’s, from St. Paul’s de Loanda, is 
still being carried on, under the protection of passports signed by the Governor- 
General of the Province of Angola. 

This has already been made the subject of special communication, and is a 
question that, I imagine, can only be settled by the respective Home Governments. 
I have, however, left no opportunity of remonstrating with his Excellency; and I 
am happy to find that the English Directors of the Portuguese mail-boats having 
strongly objected to it, those vessels will no longer assist in the transport of the 
negroes. 

” 99. 'The annexed List (Inclosure4), which was kindly furnished me by Mr.Gabriel, 
fer Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda, shows that so many as 881 of these Africans 
were shipped between the 2nd October, 1861, and the 17th April, 1862, whether 
under compulsion or of their own free will is a matter of doubt which calls for an 
explanation from the Portuguese Government. 

93. Commander Raby, of the “ Alecto,” reports having visited the “ Tarugo 
Secundo,” with 30 of these people on board, on the 11th December last. They 
were all dressed alike, and their passports in the Captain’s charge. 
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94. Legal Trade.—The frequent lawless and piratical acts committed by the 
natives in the Congo have compelled Mr. Meecham, agent to Messrs. Tobin and 
Sons, of Liverpool, to remove elsewhere; and Mr. Hough, of the firm of Hatton and 
Cookson, has by this time, no doubt, followed. 1 find also that the American 
house has been broken up, and the agent joined the slave-establishment at 
Moanda; so the river is now left entirely in the hands of the slave-dealers as far as 
we are concerned. 

95. Only so recently as Jast month one of the “ Espoir’s”” boats, on her way to 
Punta da Lenha, was fired upon when off Bullock Island by a boat and several 
canoes, full of blacks; and for some time past it has been unsafe for the traders’ 
launches to go up and down the river, the natives always attacking them if in 
sufficient force to do so, when the Cabenda crew are murdered without hesitation, 
and the boats pillaged, each boat thus captured being made use of to increase their 
force. 

96. The Dutch factory at Bananas is, I believe, the only really legal house in 
the Congo, and being close to the entrance of the river is less liable to the molesta- 
tion of the natives, and at the same time in a better position to command the protec- 
tion of men-of-war. 

97. I feel certain, in the course of a short time, when the Slave Trade will have 
become a more hazardous speculation, in consequence of the increased powers 
possessed by our cruizers by the recent Treaty with America, that a very good 
palm-oil trade might easily be established at Bananas. At present, however, | 
think it would be of little use to do so. 

98. The English and Dutch factories established last year at Chincoxo and 
Landano, to the northward of the Congo, are, | am happy to say, doing well. 

99. At Loango, now that the French Emigration Depét has been closed, no 
doubt the trade in ivory, wax, copper, gum, &c., will soon revive. 

100. At Kinsembo there are several European factories, including two English, 
and it is getting a place of considerable importance. I visited it in May last. The 
chief articles of commerce are ivory, gum, ground nuts, hides, bees’ wax, coffee 
and copper in small quantities ; it has also a good supply of stock and vegetables ; 
also bullocks: but unfortunately it labours under the serious disadvantage of a 
bad landin,>. 

101. The copper mines at Cuio, south of St. Paul’s de Loanda, are doing very 
well indeed, and quite a settlement has been formed in consequence. The “ Alecto” 
visited this place on the Ist of November last year. Commander Raby reports 
that the mines are situated four miles inland, and that so much as seven tons of ore 
are sent down to the beach daily, containing on an average about 25 per cent. of 
copper. Since then Senhor Flores has had machinery out from England which has 
greatly facilitated the working of the mines, and increased the returns. 

102. In concluding this Report, it must be evident to all that, however much 
the exertions of our cruizers may hamper the operations of the slave-dealers, as 
long as the demand exists, and the Spanish authorities are not made to keep faith 
with us, according to existing Treaty, slaves will always find their way across, the 
temptation being so great’and the remuneration certain. I, however, anticipate 
great results from our Treaty with America. 

103. 1 have transmitted a copy of this Report for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, and trusting that the efforts of the squadron 
under my orders towards checking this inhuman Traffic will meet with your 


approval, I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 


Cuass A. 3Q 


Inclosure 1 


in No. 196. 


Return of Slavers Captured by Her Majesty's Cruizers on the West Coast of Africa between the Ist October, 1861, aud the 30th September, 1862, of which information has been received. 







Not known ... 


New York, Ist Decouber, 
1961, and touched at 
Campechy in Mexico 


Notknown ... =... 


..| No colours ( 
verted) 


Nation. 


-| No colours ... 


| No colours... 


--| No colours ... 


.| No colours ... 


-| No colours... 


.| No colours... 





‘The Vessel’s 











Big. Tonnage. Owners. Cargo. 
—— a 
Barque _...| By informa- | Not known ..| Slaves: 690 males 
on, fron 200 females 
e Porsigs —r 
Office, 217, 890 
butis much 
larger 
Schvoner 1 Notknown ... ..| Slaves: 411 males 
100 females 
oll 
Brig. —...|_ About 207 | Not known 
provisions on board 
Barque 300 | Not known ..| Slave cargo 
-| Schooner ...| About 70 | Notknown ... | Slave cargo oe 
Barque 610 Not known .| None 
| i 
Brigantine . 7 ‘Not known | Slaves: 413 males 
145 females... 
658 


* Meutioned on the Suspected Livt for December 1869. 


Tutended 








Place of Shipment. 





w= Shipped at Panta da 
Lenha, RiverCongo, 
October 27, 1861 


...| Shipped in the Congo 


.~| Pally equipped for the| Maugue Grande 
Bare fede aad ware | 


«| Black Point, on 28th 
March, 1862 


«| Not known ... 


«| Rio Nunez .., 


| Sw Laie Ba have 


the French factory 
at Banana, River 
Congo 















Nomber| By what Ship 
of Captured. | Date. Place. 
Slaves. 
1861 
800 | Ranger Oct. 29 | At sea, about 
due west of 
are 
her way to 
SIL | Rap; Pa Cruizing between A\ 
ger jan. ween 
brinette and the 
Fearing 
650 | Torch .| March 4 | At sea; lat, 
long. 11° 60° E. 
800 | Griffon .| March97 |Of Black Poi 
OCS, long. 11° 46° 
E 
180 |Griffon —...| March 27 | Of Black 
§2.0'S., long. ric 45! 
.| About | Flying Fish ...| April 18 | Rio Nunes 
700 
| 
558 | Antelope ..,| June 2 | Off Cabenda 











+ Not mentioned on the Suspected List. 











Remarks. 
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Return of Slavers captured by Her Majesty's Cruizers, &e.—-continued. 





REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 
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+ Mentioned on the Suspected List during the penod of the Report. 





* Not mentioned on the Suspected List. 
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..-| Clarissat 


Cadiz, May 16, 1862 








Not known ... 


Return of Slavers captured by Her Majesty's Cruizers, &c. —continued. 


nN 


Date of Sailing from last 
Port. 








Not known ... «| Not known® 





Sailed from one of the north- | Not known* 
‘east ports of Cuba, date 
not known 


..| No colours...) Scheoner ... 


Cleared from New York and | Not known* 
the Havana 


..| No colours ...| Topsail 


Schooner 





“ Arrogant,” at Sierra Leone, October 22, 1862. 


The Vessel's Intended | Captured. 
: By what Ship 
Number | 84 
Tonnage. Owners. Cargo. Place of Shipment. | of | Arte. | pate Place. 
Slaves. 
About 80 | Not known Had about 150 sl; “nl th aug 9 Destroyed P 
7 ad about 150 slaves on | Shipped in the Cor About | Mullet ot . at ‘oint 
board, of which some |" sical tan ss Padron 
were drowned and the 
yest sosepanl into the 
us 
About 130 | Not known; master,| Rice aguardente, and) Not known, but I 400 | Zebra... .| Aug. 27 | At sea, 80 miles west 
Antonio Flores slave provisions believe at Kilongo of Black Point, lat. 
4° 32) S, long. 
10° 36’ E 
About 180 | Not known ..| A regular slave cargo of | Whydah 500. | Griffon Sept. 23 | Off Jackin 
rice, beans, jerked beef, 
and water i 
! 
Total 2,497 slaves. | “3262 | 


n 

















‘* Not mentioned on the Suspected List. 
‘From October 1, 1861, to September 30, 1862, 2,457 human beings have been released from slavery, and 15 vessels captured, capable of conveying 8,262 slaves, including the number emancipated by Her Majesty's cruizers. 





(Signed) 





Remarks. 





ey yurf iSruntess several “Of the 1 
the st e up, being 
drowned; some pe saved by the “ Mullet’s” 
eiseteey and the remainder escaped into the 

sh. 

Thi» vessel was detained, being fully equipped for the 
Slave Trade. In constquente being rotten and 
unseaworthy, a survey was held, and the schooner 
measured and dest She was American 
clipper built, and had waiting twenty days 
for her slaves. She had a crew of nine i. 

Supposed to be the “ Bolador,” from the statement of 
one of the crew. 





..| A vessel fully equipped for the Slave Trade. Was 


only built two years ago ut and isa 
beautiful model. She was captured after a chase 
of four hours, the “ Griffon” going at the rate of 
9% to 10 knots the whole of the time, and was onl; 
ees, whena bray ony fired re ipod et 
shot, to prevent her from running on wi 
she seas cuacaroncitig te do. Sent ‘to Lagos for 
adjudication and condemned. 
Supposed to be the “ Catalina.” 








W. EDMONSTONE, Commodore and Senior Officer. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 196. 
Return of Vessels which are said to have escaped with Slaves from the West Coast of Africa, between October 1, 1861, and September 30, 1862. 











































Date of Sailing from Place where Slaves 
a last Port. Gumus: Cargo. were Shipped. 
From the Havana, date| Fleet Eagle* - - Not known - - -| Slaves:|Congo - - — -| October 1861. 
not known x labout 700, 
‘New York, April 4, 1861 ere Bele alias Olivia Abranches and Co. = - 600 | Congo - ~- — =| October 1861. 
mith + 
Teneriffe, Sept. 1, 1861 | Thos. Acornt - - T. W. Berry,of Bangor} 550 |Whydah- =  -| November 27, 1861| During the “Griffon’s” absence in the Volta the 
slaves were shipped by D. Cavaiho, and is since 
reported to have been captured off the coast of a 
Cuba by a Spanish man-of-war. The “ Thomas 
Acorn” was boarded by the “Griffon” on the 3 
19th October, and 8th November, 1861. This 
is the same vessel captured by the United a 
States’ gun-boat ‘ Mystic” in June 1860, A 
Bahia, date not known - | Paqueta de Porto Novot| Portuguese - | Cutter - 72 Not known; master, 250 | Whydah - - — -| About the middle of | The slaves were shipped by Domingo Martinez. 
Antonio McCorie December 1861 This vessel was boarded by the “ Wrangler,” = hry 
at Whydah, on December 20, 1861. =) 
Notknown - - -|Sophiag - - ~-j Portuguese -|Brig - ~-|Notknown| Notknown- - -| 600 |Congo - ~- -| February 1, 1862 -| This vessel sailed on December 5, 1861, from fo) 
St. Paul’s de Loanda, with 30 of the so-called = 
Bel § A F j-aft 99 Kirkland, Cl id Co, 350 | Whydah March 1862 Tee seal Uses be cae ak Ne 
jonging to Baltimore, |Seamew§ - - ~-| American -/| Fore-and. i |, Clear and Co, Vhydah - == = =| Mare! -| This vessel landed cargo at Porto Novo, at 
sailed © from Bahia, schooner cost price, when the slaves were shi od’ by Z 
date not known Domingo Martinez. She was by the > 
“Griffon” on December 4, 1861, at the Jelli << 
Coffee. The “Seamew” is again on the coast Bi 
asthe “ Paragausni{?],” under Brazilian colours, 
and was boarded by the “Griffon” off Appi 
Vista, on July 23, 1802. ° 
New York, Jan. 22, | Noe Daqui or No é de | Spanish - | Steamer pro- | Not known) Not known - - -| 1,500 |Whydah- - ~-| March 25,1862 -| I have most reliable information of this vessel "J 
1862 Aquit peller having got off. | 
Notknown - - -|Louisag - - ~-|Notknown -| Schooner -| Notknown) Notknown- - - 150 Aga Eoin River | April 12, 1862 -| The slaves were shipped by M. P. Gataico of the fo) 
rami Bramia). 
Notknown - ++ -!Notknown- - -|Spanish- -|Schooner -|About 100|Notknown- - -{ 160 |Debreeka River  -| April 12, 1862. 5 
Not known - - -|Notknown} - -| American -|Barque -| 273 |Notknown- - -| 600 |Whydah- - April 26, 1862 -| The ““ Klizabeth"” was boarded by the “Wye,”on 
the 17th March, 1862, at Lagos. ‘ 
Te vessel is strongly supposed to be the “ Zliza- 
Liverpool, August 1861 | Lady Abercromb; -| British - -| Schooner - 60 Mr. Layton or Lyton, of} 200 |Moanda - - ~-| About July 31,1862) This is not the vessel captured by the “ Antelope,” 
v8 Liverpool 2 on the 4th August, 1862, as it has been supposed, 
Not known - - =| Paquetede Mossamedes§) Portuguese -| Schooner - 60 |Notknown- - -| 150 | A little to the north-| August 20, 1862, 
ward of the Congo 
* Mentioned on the Suspected List for March 1861. + Mentioned on the Suspected List during the period of this Report. ¢ Mentioned on the Suspected List for February 1860, 
§ Not mentioned on the Suspected List. || The “ Elizabeth” is not mentioned on the Suspected List. 


From October 1, 1861, to September 30, 1862, 12 vessels escaped, having on board 5,810 slaves, 
“ Arrogant,” Sierra Leone, October 22, 1862. (Signed) W. EDMONSTONE, Commodore and Senior Ofver. 
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Inclosure 3 in No 196. 


Reruns of Vessels which have Cleared, or are about to Clear, from the Western Ports for the West Coast of Africa, between October 1, 1861, and September 30, 1862, of which wformation has 
been received through the Foreign Office since my last Report, exclusive of Slavers Captured and those supposed to have Escaped. 



































































The Vessel’s To 
Date of Sailiny Number 
from | Port Cleared from. ; of slaves ean Remarks. 
Western Port. Name. Rig Owner. Cargo. | cumvey. 
July 7, 1861 ..,| Barcelona... ... .-| Spanish «| Bargs Leno Mos ali ~ » nee, 550 This vessel was formerly called the * Josefa;” ently the “ Jacinta,” and is now this 
sedi : ite - sada lhe ss iia a waive. "She wan cleaved otcuably for tera Crom ee July 7, 1661. 
Not known...) Notknowa Dito Notknown =... Notknown —...| About 6(0 The Seals ed by y, Her Majesty’ “ Faleon,” under this name, on May 19, 1861, 
is stl] to have nm the ie td 
‘August 9, 1861 | New York for Lisbon iz Schooner... ss Abranches und Co...) Ditto 70 Was a Lishon ‘on September 8, 1961, ‘This veasel was mentioned in Inclosure 2 of my 
Inst Report on the Slave Trade to September 30, 1861. 
Sept. 21, 1861 .| New York for Cape Town| Deltat ... ... —...| American ..,_..,| Hermaphrodite brig .. Dite 6s oe Mitte ead 500 At Buhia, December 3. leaky. The ~ Delta” was mentioned in Iuclosure 3 to my last 
Report ou the Slave Trade, dated November 7, 1861. 
Sept. 8, 1861...] Havana... ve «Carmen... «| Mexican «| Barque ... Nothnown —...,..| Sugar, coffee, rum, 630 — Craufurd, master, Was formerly the Mexican barque “ Culloma.”” 
and tohaces 
Sept. 26, 1861 .| New York for Cadiz ...| Tri eae on American, | Brigantin Ditt we | OR " 600 ‘This ts the fourth venture or attempt made by the “Triton.” She was ured on 
s, ent ica . ae Kase | May 21 by the United States" guicboat “Mystic?” ‘The “Triton” was Sota on 
| October 29, 1961, bonded. 
- | The “Triton” was mentioned in Inclosure 3 of my dated June 30, 1860. 
..| New York for Whydah ...) Manuel Ortiz... ...| British : Not known; Meyer,| Ditto. .) 800 Was detained at Cape Coast Castle by Governor A 's, on December 8, 1561, and has 
master ] been condemned, us already reported. 
..| New York for Marseilles .| Geo. Alberts =... ...| American... __..| Brigantine Not known wee] Ditto vem | 600 “ow on, See ——— in Inclosure 3 of my last Slave Trade Report, Was at 
| New York on , 1562. 
The " George Albert” was mentioned iu my Report dated November 7, 186, Inlosre 3, 
+» | Havana to Cardenas ...| Cosmopolite} ... ——...| Ditto... Keetes and Co., of Havana) Ditto | 350 — in Inclosure 3 of my last Slave T: Report. Was at New York on January 22, 
| The * Cosmopolite” was mentioned in Inclosure 8 to my dated November 7, 1861. 
Feb. 25, 1862...) St. Thomas, West Indies | Africang ... ©... ...| Ditto... ss sae] Hermaphrodite brig .. Notknown =, Ditto sl 500 Ties ern so ae got off with 450 slaves from Whydah, in August, and landed 
™ fely on . 
This vesse} was mentioned in Inclosure 2 to my Report dated November 7, 1861. 
= “3 Ditto Ditto 650 Was seized by the authorities when ou the ing, and has since been bought by 
the Fe Government, to be sunk on the Charleston bar. 
American - Ditto re | <« «| Probably 650 | — Mourdi, master. At Lisbon October 15, 1861; at New York Fi 11, 1862. This 
vessel is mentioned in Inclosure 3 to my last Report, dated November 7, 186). 
Ditto .. Mrs. Watson =... ...| Ditto ee 700 mere, Trade Roe slaves from Whydah, in January 1861, «8 mentioned in my last 
Slave . 
‘This vessel appears in Inclosure 3 to my Report dated March 24, 1861. 
Ditto ... Not known we end Ditto ae 900 — Grant, master. This is the vessel that was detained at Green Port on icion, as 
mentioned in Inclosure 3 of my last Slave Trade Report, und was at New 
i This vessel appears in Loclosure 3 to my last Report, duted 
‘ovember 7, 1861. 
Nor, 8, 1861 ...| New York for Cadiz ..,| Falmouth§ =... Ditto... ..| Hermaphrodite brig... Dit we we ‘eli vil 600 This is the same vessel that was detained by the United States’ gun-boat “Sampter,” on 
ki: ” td - . Jame 14 Tes mentioned in m last Sve Trade Report, dated November 7, 1864), at 
iz, Decem! ¥ 
Nov. 26, 1861... Havana for Campechy ...| Santiagott me” Comme Ditto a) Dit 4 700 Formerly the “Bonetta.” Captured by the United States’ vessel “San Jacinto,” in 
ia f ‘i : ‘October 1560, with 760 slaveslon board 
April 19, 1862 .| New York for Cape Town! Ida Baynes = ...__—«. | British, was Ionian... PedroGarolina ... ...| Rum, coffee, and 790 Has since been named the “Laura,” and bond given at the British Consulate at Havana, 
cigars to the amount of 25,000 dollars, by Pedro Garolina, the master and owner, that she wil 
not engage in the Slave Trade, Has been sold, and is now under British colours, 
Sailed from New York, April 19, 1862, for Cape Town. 
Notknown ....Notknown —..,,—..| Comoro... ..| American, Notknown —.....| Notknown 1,000 Tins bees, 9018, 208 ts gow calla Lady "Fitted as a whaler. Was at Sidney, 
United States, tu September 15, 1861; Fayal, November 26, 1861. 
Nov, 8, 1861 ...) Havana to Vera Cruz ...| Paquetade Cantalia —...] Spanish -_ see} Barque ... Ditto ms _ ese Ditto — mee 1,000 
‘Not known Havana for Canaries ...| Felicidad ... Ditte ae | 200 
Ditto .. Not known se en] Adela$y Bite a Die ck al 250 Tile sees is mentioned in Inclosure $ to my Report on the Slave Trade, dated March 24, 
* Mentioned as suspicious in January 1860. + Ibid, September 1861. Wid, Mareh !861. § Ibid, November 15h). (Void, October 1859. © Ibid., January 1861 


Ibid., December 1860. ## Thid., June 1860, $4 Ind, September 1860 
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Return of Vessels which have Cleared, or are about to Clear, from the Western Ports, Xc.—continued. 






































Date of Sailing . 

from Port Cleared from. : - ot Staves cam 
Western Port. Name. Nation. Rig. Owner. Cargo. couvey. 
Oct. 5, 1861 ...| Havana for Majorea —...| Joven Antonio .|Spanish =, Brig sist Not known ws 4. | Sugar, coffee, rum, | Probably 500 

pe 
Nov. 9, 1861 ... peel aa aa Overmann... o += Ditto ... ++] Barque «=| 348 | Ditto oss oeknors: 500 
and a m: 
Jau. 7, 1862...) Havana... =... «| Huntress* ae oe] American... .| Brigantine... 180 | Ditto we ee ane} Ditto wore 60 
April 4, 1862 ...] New York, for Rio Grande ee Ban or Ocean | Brazilian... | Brig. on awe {| 208 | Abranches and Co. «| Not known ms 600 
Not known. ...| Not known. C. H. Sampson} ... American «| Hermaphrodite brig ..J... | Notknown «| Ditto Probably 500 
Ditto... —...| Ditto er |, ey | Dito... 4...) Barque... =. | 299 | Ditto we ke a RB ui 700 
Nov. 12, 1861 . ee for Buenos | Hermitage! ne «| Ditto oo | Ditto)... ee »| 317 |J.A. Machado... «+| Ditto . 600 
Not known ...| Laguna, for London __...| Jehossee¥... o- +++] Ditto ... | Brig... ase »| 224|H.E. Vineent ... «| Ditto 630 
Ditto... Wilmington, for Matan-| Kate Liucoln® 0 J. we Barque ... 273 |Notknown ..._—...| Ditto ‘ 70 
Janu, 24, 1862...| Havana, for Matamoros .| Teresitot ...  ... Spanish es] Polacea., +} 120 | Ditto wee] Ditto 300 
May 29, 1862 . Pee eee Daniel Webster} ... aonfore one .| Hermaphrodite brig...) 193 | Ditto eae eee «=| Ditto 500 
Gly 
Not known .. | Not known on «| Mariquitay . | American .| Fore and aft schooner .| 141 | Ditto a= eee] Ditto . 350 
April 11, 1862 .] New Orleans, for West Ht as oe ace oo ae Bri ae “ss Dit ove oe “ ae i 
ew Oricien. 88 Cygnet} rig | 199] Ditto. - Ditto P 850 

Not known...) Not known we on] Weather Gaugezt ++ anf Barque . es] 873 | Ditto wee ee 1,000 
Ditto...) Ditto... a] We L. Cogswell = ..{ Schooner 270| Ditto... | Ditto. 70 
June 1861 Hayans, for East Coust | Formosa Estrella)... + | Barque wef oe | Ditto nee Dito <=] Probably 700 
Notknown ..]Notknown ... | Nightingale... 8 wan Ditto Ditto Ditto... Probably 1,000 
Nov. 12, 1861 | Cardiff, for Alicante ...| Ara. ve on “° | Ditto... es | Ditto ee as +s] Ditto Probably 700 
Notknuwn ..|Notknown =...) Deliciag}... a Brig. . | Ditto ..| Ditto Probably 500 
Ditto ... «| Ditto ate .+| Sarah*** te ee | ee | 260 | Stranger and Co, . —...| Ditto see 650 
Ditto ... Ditto a o «| John Bellt .| Hermaphrodite brig 137 | Not known oe w=] Ditto oe ost] 450 
Dee. 30, 1861 .| Boston, to West Coast of | Wild Pigeontti ... +} American .| Schooner ow «| 184 | Ditto ae «| Ditto we + 450 
April 26, 1862 .] New York, to Rio Zaire ,..| Charlotte E. Tay$t} —_...| Ditto .] Barque ... «oe + | 257 | Ditto ++.| Ditto on re 630 
Notknown ...JNotknown ..,. | Reindeer§§g wu. esfice we aj Notknown .. 0.) ue | Ditto. w Whaler aa! Probably 600 
Jan 25, 1862., | Havana, for Campeche ...| Justa a oe vt Mexican, Ketch... as os J. Pertuso . ove wal Not known Probably 350 


* Mentioned as suspicious January 1561. 
44 Thid., August 1860. $f Ibid., March 1861 


+ Ibid., Muy 1861 
$4 Lbid., December 1860. 





$ Ibid., June 1860, 
Ibid,, February 1861 


¢ Ibid., February Th60, 
es Ibid., April 1861 





Ibid., November 1859. 


*e* Lbid., June 1861. 










Remarks. 




















There is another vessel of the seme name, rig, and flag, not to be confounded with her. 


Was at New York February 11, 1862. 1s supposed to have been captured by Her Majesty's 
Fanon ll tig eas appears in Luclosure 3 to my last Slave T1 Report, dated 
‘ovember 7, 5 
This is the vessel mentioned in Inclosure 2 annexed, as having got off from the Congo, in 
October 1861, with 600 slaves. 
‘The “ Olivia Smith” appears in Inclosure 3 to my last Slave Trade Report, dated Novem- 


Tt 9, 1861. 
Was at New York January 22, 1862. 


New York, September 12; at Palermo, December 14, 1861; at New York, February 11, 
j62. This is the vessel that was detained and sent to New York by the United States’ 
vessel “ Portsmonth,” in September 1829, but not condemned. Mentioned in Iuclosure 3 
of my Slave Trade Report, dated June 30, 1860. 

Sold at St. Vincent on December 30, 1561, for 660 dollars. 


At London, November 10, 1861. 
At Nassau, November 5, 1861. The “ Kate Lincoln” was mentioned in Inclosure 3 of my 


Report on the Slave Trade, dated November 7, 1861. 
Master, — Diary. 








Master, — Buisson. 


Captain Barrett was at New York June 22, 186), bonded. This vessel is mentioned in 
Inclosure $ of my Reports on the Slave Trade, dated March 24, and November 7, 1861. 

Supposed to have een captured by a Spanish revenue culter off the south coast of Cuba, 
with 550 slaves on board. 

‘The “ Cygnet” was mentioned in Inclosure 2 of my Reports on the Slave Trade, Jane 30, 
1860, and November 7, 1861; and in Inclosure $ of my Report dated March 24, 1861. 
Was at New York Jannary 22, 1862, Mentioned in Inclosure 8 of my Slave Report 

dated November 7, 1861. ‘ * 

Malay, September 36, 1561, ‘This vessel was seized by the Americin authorities in 
November 1860. 

At Mozambique Channel. Is the vessel mentioned in my Slave Trade Report dated 
March 24, 1861 (Inclosure 3). ‘ 

This is in ail probability the same vessel, although barque-ri 
the United States’ vessel “Saratoga,” in April 1861, w 
reported by me on November 7, 1861. "Was at New York January 22, 1862. 

At Alicante, December 5, 1861, bonded. 


At Charleston, April 2, 1862. No clearance. This vessel was detained by the United 
States’ ship “ Constellation,” in December 1859, but not condemned. 

The “ Delicia” is mentioned in Inclosure $ of my Report dated November 7, 1861. 

At New York January 22, 1861. The “Sarah” is mentioued in Inclosure 3 of my Slave 
Trade Report dated November 7, 1861. 

Cienfuegos, May 25, 1862, — Barkcly, master. This is the same veserl that was captured 
by the Spanish war-steamer “Don Juan de Austrian,” off the Cuban coast, with nearly 








slaves on board, the early of last year. This vessel is mentioned in my Slave 
‘Trade Report dated March 24, 1361 (Inclosure 3); also in Inclosure 2 of my last fe: 
dated November 7, 1561. 
Captain Bailey. 


This vessel has been condemned and sold at New York. She is now fitted as a whaler. 
Mentioned in Inclosure 3 of my Report dated November 7, 1859. 
— Carballa, master. 


). © Ibid., September 1659. ** Ibid , November 1560. 
+++ Ibid, July 1859. $31 Ibid., May 1560. 444 Tbid., March 1561. 
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Return of Vessels which have Cleared, or are about to Clear, from the Western Ports, &c.—continued. 




















The Vesse!’s ‘ 
. Namber 
Date of Sailing] scared from. || of Slaves can 
‘Western Port. Name. Nation. Rig. Tons. Owner. Cargo. convey. 
Jan. 38, 1863.,.| Havana, for St. Domingo | Salvadora... ... ...| Spanish... ...|Schooner =... 96 | Torresand Homellas | Not known... 250 
Feb. 10, 1863 | Boston, for Gores, West | Enchantress* .. one] Ditto oe seas] 159] Notkmown | Ditto ee 400 
I Goree, | Oriel = « " 210 | Ditto Ditto 600 
Feb. 90, 1863 Parent Con - Barque it 
July 4, 1862 Havana to Havre «| Ocilla Z ...| American... .| Ditto... 367 | N. Vish and others Ditto 1,200 
i 
Feb. 14, for New York....| Medora. Pes od ~ | Ship... Ps $14 | Not known Ditto 900 
Not known ...|/Allos for Havana... ...| Inland Queent .. American... ...| Ditto 460 | Spaniards ... Coals 1,300 
i 
Ditte ...__...[ Porto Plata for Alicante | Eleuterio... ... — ...!' oe ee wae eee 199 | Not known oa juantity of 600 
Dit Spanish Brig tangs ewathe 
March 1, 1962 | weeviten to Cape Verdes Oregon... ... «| American... ...) Barque... ...  ..| 224 | Ditto ws we ee! Not known wi 650 
Not known .. | Not known os ons] Lancy Marina i vos] Ditto ... sve] Steamer, 525 Beatsments, Reiners ted i 1,200 
Yeb. 96, 1667...) Havana for Bt. Thomas ...| Conde de Reus | Spunish =] Brig wuss vu 186 |Camet and Garbelena | Ditto... 350 
Kot known ...| Nuevites to Cape de| Dragon... «ove American. Barque si 309 | Not known Bum i 900 
Ditto... ...| Havama toft. Domingo...| Rosita ... ... | Spanish ..._..| Schooner 167 | Ditto ..| Not known 450 
Ditto ... Havana for St, Thomas...|Hermiom... .. ...| Ditto... ...._...| Ditto w= ene] 184 | Ditto Ditto 400 
Ditto ... Hevena .. ... | Wm. B, Horsey... ...| American... _...| Ditto ie 108 | Ditto Ditto 300 Arrived at Havana on January 16, 1863; dis from shi from May $to May 10. 
No ciearance. the ve eae: este rata elation ha 
Avgont 91,1868) Cadia for West Const of | Lola Montes | Spanish Ditto 100 | Ditto Ditto... 300 3 


© Mentioned ua suspicious in October 1960. + Tbid., May 1861. 


Sena emetl eutin ot Seen NS BRRCD aren, Dre tases ex Sas vont So coer, fie SE Western ete, epee ee eae Aree ae Barnet Osos: eceinaiye of tees upto y Zine Metenty's ereeers, oF Phere vapprevt to none wenn: Hermes 
» 1861, ), 1862. 


“ Arrogant,” Sierra Leone, October 22, 1862. (Signed) W. EDMONSTONE, Commodore and Senior Officer. 


8ho 


“‘SUIOLAO IVAVN WOU SLUOdTY 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 196. 


A List of Vessels which have sailed from the Port of Loanda for St. Thomas, between October 1, 1861, and 
April 30, 1862. 















































1861 
Oct. 21D. Antonia. .. | Steamer LA. Sd. 
» 8%] Andorinha do Tejo ..| Brig .. ..| E. A. Pereira 
» 21 | Zaire te «| Steamer .| C. C. de P. Ferreira . 
6 | D. Pedro ..| Ditto .. .| J.P. Lei . 
» 8 | Tarrugo Secundo . | Brigantine .| J. de O. Franco é 
» 10 | Sofia A rig -. ..| A. Netto .. m 
» 25 | Liberdade . i .| J. A. Esteves . 
1862 
Jan. 8 | Estaphania.. v T. A. d’Oliveira ° 
» 16 | Quinta de Pontevel .. .| J. M. de Camara é 
Feb. 2 |D. Antonia . ae .| A. J. Ramalho i 
March 8 | Clé ‘s xs .| M.G. dos Santos. 
» 14 | Africa F .| J. T. Caiada . 
» 29 | Zaire Sm a - .| J. M. de Branco 
April 17 | Liberdade .. .+| Brigantine ..|J. A. Esteves 





(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE, Commodore and Senior Officer. 
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. EAST COAST OF AFRICA STATION. 


No. 197. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Narcissus’” galley, Simon’s Bay, October 30, 1861. 

REFERRING to a letter from you to my predecessor dated the 28th November, 
1860, conveying their Lordships’ instructions to him to call on Captain Crawford 
of the “Sidon” for such explanations as he may have to offer upon the inclosures 
therein contained relative to an outrage alleged to have been committed on the 
property of a French subject by some of the crew of the “Sidon” on shore at that 
place-in June 1860, I have now only received the reply of Captain Crawford thereto, 
which I beg to forward for the information of their Lordships, and I would observe 
that there appears to be no just grounds for complaint on the part of the French 
Consul at Zanzibar. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





Inclosure in No. 197. 
Captain Crawford to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Sidon,” in Simon's Bay, October 16, 1861. 

ACKNOWLEDGING the receipt of your memorandum dated the 14th instant, drawing my attention to a 
despatch from the French Minister to Lord Cowley, as refers to certain allegations of misconduct on the part of 
some of the “ Sidon’s” crew, when on shore for a few hours at Zanzibar, 31st May, 1860, by one M. Rochier, 
claiming to be a French subject, and forwarded to the French Government by the Consul of France at Zanzibar, 
in reporting thereon so far as came to my knowledge on the occasion, I have the honour to state as follows :— 

On the 31st May, 1860, at 2°30 p.m., about 80 or 100 men of the “ Sidon’s” crew went on shore, and after 
landing, the majority proceeded to the store of M. Rochier, which, as 1 was informed, was the only spirit-shop in 
the town of Zanzibar. ' 

Many well-conducted petty officers and men of the ‘‘ Sidon” were present, and positively assert that no 
disturbance or plunder took place at the shop on the occasion referred to. 

On the following day, June 1, M. Rochier and two negroes who officiated in the capacity of serving out 
spirits in the shop, and whom M. Rochier styled clerks, came on board the “ Sidon” at my request, and those of 
the crew who had gone on shore the day previously were brought on deck before M. Rochier and his two negro 
attendants, when M. Rochier distinctly said he could not point out any of the men who were supposed to have 
plundered his shop. I then caused the three men named in the margin* (who had remained on shore all night), 
to stand forward, and pointed out, if these are the men I have no desire to screen them; they shall be sent on 
shore to be dealt with as you, M. Rochier, may think best. 

M. Rochier distinctly said he could not identify them as the persons complained of. 

Upon asking M. Rochier what the men took from his shop, he replied some saddlery or harness. On my 
remarking this to be strange, and a useless article for sailors, who could not ride, M. Rochier laughed, and seemed 
to take his loss very good-humouredly, trom which I drew the inference that he was acting under the influence of 
others ; and as the boats and all the men were examined on their return to the ship for the purpose of detecting 
smuggled spirits, and nothing found but a few bottles of pickles, I now feel much surprised at the long list of 
articles reported to have been taken from M. Rochier’s shop, and I was under the impression at the time that, 
had a better understanding existed than seemed to prevail between the English and French Consuls, an affair, 
which to me i gg of a trivial nature, could have been readily settled, without any formal appeal to the 
Government at home. ’ 

I may add that, during the “ Sidon’s” late visit to Zanzibar in May last, I had the Yonvese of au interchange 
of courtesy with M. Derché, the Consul of France, whom I found particularly attentive and agreeable, and evidently 
disposed to be on ne pep terms with the English who visited Zanzibar ; but he acquainted me that the British 
Consul had reported to the Sultan that France and England were on the eve of war, and M. Derché considered 
that his advances to civility might not, under the circumstances, prove acceptable. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD. 


en a SE NS A RR RA tt A ER ER RS EE POE 


* Geo. Collins, Captain After Guard; John Bell, A.B.; Jas. Brown, Stoker. 


¢ 
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No. 198. 
Captain Crawford to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, * “ Sidon,” in Simon’s Bay, October 16, 1861. 

I BEG to acknowledge the copy of a despatch dated December 10, 1860, only 
now received upon my arrival here, desiring an explanation as refers to a statement 
made by the Court of Mixed Commission at the Cape of Good Hope, in which the 
Commissioners draw the inference from my reply dated 29th August, 1860, to their 
communication of 27th of that month, that certain information was withheld that 
it was in my pone to impart to the Commissioners. 

T have the honour to acquaint you, for their Lordships’ information, that 
the ‘‘Sidon’s”’ stay on the East Coast in 1860 was of very short duration, and her 
operations against the Slave Trade may be considered a complete failure, owing to 
the necessity of reaching the Mauritius before the coals were too far expended, in 
compliance with the Commander-in-chief’s orders. 

When at Mozambique city in 1860, neither the Governor or Consul afforded 
me any information whatever, although reports were current of a large slave-ship 
having’at the time escaped from Ibo with a full cargo. 

I certainly had my suspicions that the Slave Trade was directly and indirectly 
carried on in the Portuguese territories, also that the authorities were cognizant 
thereof; but from past experience [ did not feel justified in making charges upon 
vague reports, for which I might*probably have been censured, if not called upon to 
establish. 

On the other hand, I was under the impression that an officer in charge of the 
station should abstain from entering into a correspondence as connected with his 
duty without the cognizance of the Commander-in-chief. 

This will, I trust, in some measure explain my reasons for not furnishing 
Mr. Frere with such full and satisfactory information as he considered me in posses- 
sion of. 

And I would further most respectfully request their Lordships’ consideration 
to the fact that Mr. Frere caused me a very lengthened and embarrassing corre- 
spondence in 1846, by calling into question the propriety of my bringing a vessel 
for adjudication before the Vice-Admiralty Court, and in which she was condemned 
as being without papers or colours, instead of submitting the case, in accordance 
with Mr. Frere’s views, to the Mixed Commission Court as a Portuguese vessel, 
when at length it was finally decided that Her Majesty’s Attorney-General should 
have been more correctly the person to whom this point of law should have been 
referred in the first instance. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD. 





No. 199. 
Captain Crawford to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


ir, “ Sidon,” Simon’s Bay, October 16, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your information. that, during the “Sidon’s ” 
visit to Zanzibar in May last, His Highness the Sultan was pleased to present me 
with a scimitar, the usual complement conferred by His Highness upon officers of 
all nations in command of ships of war anchoring in the Roads of. Zanzibar. 

In addition tou this, the ladies of the Sultan presented Mrs. Crawford with a ring, 
value 20s., two small fabrics of the country (not shawls or dress pieces), two small 
bottles of ottar of roses (value 8 dollars), for which suitable presents were returned 
on the part of Mrs. Crawford. 

I was particularly desirous to send back all these presents, so far as such a 
course could be adopted without giving offence, but the officer who conveyed the 
sword to me positively declined to take the things back, stating that he dreaded 
the displeasure of the Sultan, and that the rejection of such trifles would form the 
greatest possible affront that could be offered to His Highness. 

Weighing the circumstances which have since transpired in a communication 
with the British Consul and the Honourable East India Company’s Agent at 
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Zanzibar, it is now my most earnest desire to return the presents herewith submitted, 

awaiting your decision thereon. : 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD. 


: “* Narcissus’” galley, Simon’s Bay, October 30, 1861. 

FORWARDED for the information of their Lordships, observing that as the 
“ Sidon ” is about to proceed to England, I have desired Captain Crawford to retain 
these presents of trifling value until their Lordships’ decision is known, as I have 
not felt it right to order them to be returned, being apprehensive that doing so 
would give offence to the Sultan of Zanzibar. 

I have called the attention of Commanding Officers to their Lordships’ instruc- 
tions on the subject, and given stringent directions in future that no presents be 


received by officers from foreign Sovereigns. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 
To the Secretary of the Admiralty, Whitehall. 





No. 200. 


Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


399 


Sir, ° ** Narcissus alley, Simon’s Bay, November 2, 1861. 

REFERRING to my letter to you of the 17th of August last, inclosing 
a lengthened correspondence between Captain Crawford, of Her Majesty’s ship 
‘“‘Sidon,” and Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, relative 
to the former officer’s proceedings at that place in May last, I request vou will 
inform my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that on the return of Captain 
Crawford to this port, I called upon him for an explanation of the statement 
contained in the Consul’s letter to me, copies of which are inclosed ; and in forward- 
ing that officer’s reply, I would beg to make the following observations :— 

2. That Captain Crawford’s conduct on arrival at Zanzibar appears to me to 
have been in accordance with the practice of the service. On learning that Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Rigby was too unwell to wait upon him, which it was his duty to do, 
he waived the ceremony and visited the Consul, whom he informed of the capture 
of a slave dhow, which had recently left Zanzibar, the circumstances of which he 
wished Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to bring to the notice of His Highness the Sultan 
of Zanzibar ; to this course the Colonel showed much apparent unwillingness, and 
used unbecoming language towards that Sovereign. 

3. The day following this interview, Captain Crawford was solicited by an 
officer from the Sultan to wait upon His Highness, which having complied with, 
without reference to Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, gave that functionary so much 
offence as to induce him to write to Captain Crawhord on the subject, in a most 
uncourteous and uncalled-for style. 

4, Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby then attacked Captain Crawford for landing the 
Arab crews of the captured dhows at Zanzibar, a place they had just left when 
seized ; but Captain Crawford had no alternative, as it is the only place whence they 
could reach their own country. On its being pointed out to the Consul that one of 
the vessels seized had been furnished with a pass by him, he then asserted that the 
vessel was under Turkish colours (wherefore the nécessity of a pass from an 
English Consul ?), and notwithstanding the evidence of slaves and slave-irons 
being found on board her, he endeavoured to prove the seizure illegal, obtained a 

rotest, and wrote tothe Colonial and judicial authorities at Mauritius to prevent 
Oe condemnation, a course openly deprecated, as tampering with justice, and 
tending to defend, rather than to suppress, the revolting Slave Trade at Zanzibar, 
which Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby at dther times so strongly condemns. 

5. I would here take leave to mention that I consider it most objectionable 
that Her Male Consuls should furnish passes to vessels of foreign States, for in 
many cases they are used to cover a nefarious traffic; and I learn with regret that 
the Consul at Johanna also grants similar documents. 

6. The allusions of Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to the presents received at 
Zanzibar by nb yrs Crawford are full of acrimony, and are undeserving remark. 
I have submitted this subject to their Lordships in my letter of the 30th ultimo. 
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7. Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby’s interference in stopping the emancipation of 140 
slaves, whom His Highness the Sultan of Zanzibar was willing to fiend over to 
Captain Crawford, speaks for itself. 

8, 1 have not received any official report of thé proceedings of Her Majesty’s 
ship “Lyra,” to which Captain Crawford has referred, and cannot offer any 
observations further than that the whole of the vessels alluded to have since been 
condemned in the pfs cieaiy: ire pace at the Cape of Good Hope. 

9. I regret to occupy their Lordships’ time in the perusal of a subject arising 
from the want of a mutual good understanding between these officers, but it will 
be perceived that Her Majesty’s Consul has displayed strong personal feeling 
against Captain Crawford, which, although it may have arisen from the effects of 
his indisposition at the time, is not calenisted to promote the best interests of the 
public service. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 200. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, Zanzibar, May 8, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of your Excellency, the extraordinary conduct of 
Captain Crawford, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Sidon,” during the time that vessel has been in this port, 
with reference to the following subjects, viz. :— 

Ist. His having set loose in this town a considerable number of Arabs of the piratical tribes of the Persian 
Gulf, without = authority, and in spite of my remonstrances against his so doing. 

2ndly. His having illegally seized a vessel under the Turkish flag, and reporting to me officially and falsely 
that he had seized her under the Zanzibar flag. 

3rdly. His having entered into a correspondence with His Highness the Sultan, through an African nakhoda, 
and paid a visit in an unusual costume, with his wife, to His Highness the Sultan, without any reference to me 
as the Representative of Her Majesty’s Government at the Court of His Highness. 

4thly. His having accepted from His Highness the Sultan presents of considerable value, contrary to the 
express orders of the Lords of the Admiralty. 

5thly. His having sent me, through a young officer of Her Majesty's ship ‘‘Sidon,” a verbal message of 
most insulting tenour. 

2. With reference to the ‘first point, I beg to state that Her Majesty's ship “Sidon” arrived at this port 
on the Ist instant, and the same day I received an official letter from Captain Crawford, informing me that he 
had brought to this anchorage “an Arab vessel carrying the Zanzibar flag,” “and also a number of Arab 
prisoners captured in other vessels.” 

3. In reply, I informed Captain Crawford that the Zanzibar flag is the plain red one, common to all Arab 
States, and that the vessel he had captured mest probably belonged to the piratical Arab tribes of the Persian 
Gulf, who had committed great outrages here during the past season. ‘ 

4. At the same time, in order that he might know my reason for not going off to call on him, I informed 
him that I was on the sick list, and had forwarded a smedical cartificate to Government. 

4a. The following evening I called on Captain Crawford on board, and delivered into his hands an official 
letter, informing him that the release of these piratical Arabs in the Zanzibar dominions would seriously endanger 
the lives of the Christian residents here; and I verbally informed him that these Arabs belonged to the Sooree 
tribes, the same who committed the massacres at Jeddah; that they had had a considerable number of their 
kinsmen killed in encounters with the boats of Her Majesty’s ship “‘ Lyra,” and that as the law of retaliation, 
or blood for blood, is in force amongst them, it would be unjust towards the Sultan to land them in his dominions, 
as they would probably, out of revenge, take the lives of some of the Christians. 

5. The following morning, without any reference to me, or in any way informing me of his intention to do so, 
Captain Crawford let all these piratical Arabs loose on the town, and as they are entirely destitute, and cannot 
proceed North uutil the season opens, they can only subsist here by plunder or piracy. 

6. When these Arabs were landed, one of them, by name Saleh bin Salim, came to the British Consulate and 
entered a protest to the effect that he was the master of the vessel which the “ Sidon” had brought here ; that at the 
time of capture he had the Turkish flag flying; and that he produced the proper documents to verify it from the 
Turkish authorities at Jeddah and Bussorah. 

I found, from conversation with the officers, that the master’s statement was quite correct, and I saw his 
Turkish register and bill of health, The First Lieutenant of the “Sidon” first boarded the vessel, and reported 
that she was a legal trader. Some of the officers also pointed out to Captain Crawford that she had the Turkish 
flag, for which Captain Crawford rebuked them, and boarded the vessel himself and seized her. And the 
— states in his protest that Captain Crawford's boat’s crew tore up his flag and made turbans of it for 
their hats. 

7. I addressed an official letter to Captain Crawford, informing lim that as no Treaty on the subject of the 
Slave Trade exists between Her Majesty and the Sublime Porte, the seizure of this Turkish vessel was illegal, but 
he has paid no attention to my remonstrance. 

As Captain Crawford reported to me officially that he had captured the above vessel under the Zanzibar flag, 
he either made his statement knowing it to be untrue, or he did not know how to distinguish between the Turkish 
flag and the Zanzibar flag, although he was at this port fc. a week less than a year ago. k 

8. It has hitherto invariably been the custom at the Zanzibar Court, that whenever Commanders of Her 
Majesty's ships are desirous of paying their respects to His Highness the Sultan, that Her Majesty’s Consul 
communicates such desire to His Highness, who then fixes a time, when His Highness receives them, accompanied 
by many of the principal Arabs, the officers of his Durbar and his troops being also in attendance; the English 
officers and the Consul being always dressed in full uniform on the occasion. 


Cxass A, 3 T 
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9. I was therefore much astonished to find that on the 3rd instant Captain Crawford, without previously 
informing me of his intention, paid a visit to His Highness, dressed in an old blue undress frock coat, accompanied 
by his wife and by two of the officers of the “ Sidon,” who were also in undress uniform. 

10. ‘The following morning His Highness’ Private Secretary called on me on behalf of His Highness, and 
informed me that His Highness had been very much astonished at the very unusual mode of Captain Crawford’s 
visit to him; and that Captain Crawford had, during the visit, made a demand on His Highness that he should 
deliver up to him, to be conveyed to a British colony, 141 slaves, who, as I had informed Captain Crawford in 
private conversation, | had discovered on board a Somali vessel which belonged to a port on the coast beyond 
the limit the Slave Trade is permitted, and which slaves His Highness had caused to be relanded on my 
application. 

The Secretary also informed me that Captain Crawford has been writing to His Highness and com- 
municating with him through an African, by name Mahommed bin Hamees, who is the nakhoda of one of His 
Highness’ ships. 

11. The demand of Captain Crawford relative to these slaves, who, at my request, have each received a 
certificate of emancipation from the Sultan, was so unauthorized by any Treaty with Her Majesty’s Government, 
and his proceedings so indelicate, that I wrote to His Highness begging him not to pay any attention to any 
demands Captain Crawford might make on him; and I informed Captain Crawford, officially, that the mode of his 
visit was not only derogatory to the position of His Highness as an independent Sovereign, but also to the dignity 
and honour with which Commanders of Her Majesty’s ships have hitherto been invariably received when paying 
their respects to His Highness in proper form. 

12. The individual, by name Maiommed bin Hamees, whom Captain Crawford has deemed proper to make 
his medium of communication with His Highness the Sultan, is a negro nakhoda of one of the Sultan’s ships ; 
he is a man of the lowest character ; he is not permitted to sit down in the presence of the Sultan; he is known 
to be a spy of the French, and he is a person with whom no respectable people would associate. Some time ago 
I reported him to the Sultan for coming to the British Consulate in a beastly state of intoxication. Captain Crawford 
has made this man his daily associate here, receiving him for hours on board the “ Sidon,” to the astonishment of 
the Arabs of the Sultan’s Durbar. 

13. Captain Crawford has also accepted from His Highness presents of considerable value. I do not know 
whether they were presented to him or to his wife, but I conceive that the orders prohibiting the acceptance of 
presents applies to the families of officers equally as to officers themselves. 

His Highness the Sultan is deeply involved in debt. and can ill afford to give presents to any one ; but if the 
Commander of one of Her Majesty’s ships is permitted to accept presents, His Highness will consider that he 
may give offence if he does not send presents to the Commanders of all ships arriving here. 

14. During the visit of the “ Sidon” to this port in the month of June last, Captain Crawford accepted the 
following presents from His Highness, viz.:—~ 

A large bottle of ottar of roses, value from 80 to 100 dollars ; a large Cashmere or Delhi shawl or scarf 
embroidered with gold ; a knife, the blade English, the handie native manufacture of ivory and gold. 

Just as the “ Sidon” was steaming out of the harbour, Captain Crawford returned the shaw] and the knife, 
with a note to me, saying that he could not retain them “as a gift of honour suitable to his position,” but he 
retained the ottar of roses. 

15 I understand that the articles Captain Crawford has now accepted are the following, viz. : 

One gold diamond ring, one large bottle of ottar of roses, several valuable Cashmere shawls or dress pieces 
(I don't exactly know whether in one bundle or in separate pieces—it is called a ‘ bugcha ”). 

I have informed Captain Crawford that I should bring to your Excellency’s notice his acceptance of these 
presents in violation of orders. 

16. On the evening of the 6th instant, I was paying a visit to the officers of Her Majesty's ship “Sidon,” 
and whilst proceeding to the ward-room I received a verbal message from Captain Crawford, sent through a very 
young officer whose name I do not know, to the effect that ‘* Captain Crawford wished the crew of the vessel—those 
Arabs regarding whom I appeared to take so marked an interest—to be sent off to work her.’ The words in 
italic were repeated with marked emphasis by Captain Crawford's order, and I considered that under the circum- 
stances they were intended as a gross and vulgar insult on the part of Captain Crawford, because I had pointed 
cut to him, as I considered it was my duty to do, the illegality of seizing a vessel under the Turkish flag. 

17. I therefore addressed an official letter to Captain Crawford, informing him that I considered his message 
to me to be so uncalled for, so impertinent, and so ungentlemanly, that I deeply regretted he should so far 
forget what is due to his own position and to mine as to act in so unbecoming a manner; I at the same time 
informed him that I declined to hold any further intercourse with him except in the usual official form, in 
writing. 

18. The French Consul at this port has never called on the Commander of any of Her Majesty's ships 
arriving here ; he did not call upon Admiral Sir H. Keppel when he was here in the month of August last; he 
has intrigued in the vilest, manner against British interests ; he has never called on me since his arrival ; he has 
propagated foul falsehoods to the effect that the British Government had sent through me a bribe of 10,000 dollars 
to the Sultan’s Secretary ; he has for months been urging the Sultan to forbid any men of the crews of Her 
Majesty's ships of war being granted liberty on shore when here. When the “ Sidon” was here last year he 
concocted a foul faise charge of robbery, plunder, and drunkenness against some of the crew of the “ Sidon ;” 
in the official correspondence which ensued, and which is on the records of this Consulate, this Consu! charged 
Captain Crawford with making an untrue statement; he also went on board the Spanish slaver ‘“ Formosa Estrela” 
aid warned the Commander of that vessel to avoid Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra ;” I was therefore much surprised 
aud pained to-day to see that Captain Crawford could so far forget what is due to himself and to the honour 
and dignity of the British name in this Arab State, as to pay this Consul a private visit in company with his 
wife. 

19. I can assure your Excellency that Captain Crawford's strange conduct here is considered by all classes 
most derogatory to his position, and if such is permitted it must seriously embarrass Her Majesty’s Consul at 
this port, and lower the character of Her Majesty’s officers in the opinion of the Arabs. 

Captain Crawford appears to have wished to make the Sultan believe that he is a person of much 
greater authoritvg importance, and dignity than a mere Consul, and that he can transact business with his 
Highness quite independent of the Consul. 

He has this day called on a most disreputable Arab, a man who is forbidden to enter the British 
Consulate, and whom I have several times reported to Government for being concerned largely in the 
Spanish and French Slave Trade carried on here. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) Cc. P. RIGBY. 


—_—_—_—_—_—————— 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 200. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, Zanzibar, May 9, 1861. 

WITH reference to my letter to your Excellency’s address of yesterday's date, relative to the conduct and 
proceedings of Captain Crawford, of Her paar ship “ Sidon,” whilst at this port, I have the honour to 
inclose herewith a copy of Captain Crawford's letter to my address, dated the Ist instant, in which he informs 
me that he had captured under the Zanzibar flag the vessel which he had brought here. 

2. From what I have since ascertained I consider the onus rests upon Captain Crawford of having made 
this report, knowing it to be false; for supposing, what is scarcely credible, that Captain Crawford himself did 
not know the Turkish from the Zanzibar flag, vet Lientenant Kinahan, who first boarded the vessel in question, 
and who has informed me that he knew the Turkish flag, returned to the “ Sidon " and reported to Captain Crawford 
that she was a lawful trader. Other officers on board have also informed me that they knew it to be the Turkish 
flag, and remarked that it was so to Captain Crawford, who rebuked them for so doing. The destruction of the 
flag by the crew of Captain Crawford's boat is also remarkable, as they would scarcely have dared to do it in 
hig presence without his sanction. 

3. When I visited Captain Crawford on board the “ Sidon" on the evening of the 2nd instant, I believed 
Captain Crawford's statement to be true, and as most of the prisoners on board who had formed the crews of the 
captured vessels were Arabs of the piratical tribes from Soor and Hadramant, I told Captain Crawford that these 
men were of the class who committed the massacre at Jeddah; and with reference to this I should explain that 
all the vessels from the Red Sea which trade with Zanzibar are manned with Arabs of these tribes. During my 
visit on board, Captain Crawford requested me to give him a certificate that the vessel he had brought here was 
a lawful prize, still leaving me under the impression that it was captured under Zanzibar or Arab flag. 

4. I also inclose, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a letter from the French Consul to my address, 
written during the visit of Her Majesty's ship “Sidon” to this port in the month of June last, in which that 
individual most falsely and calumniously accuses the crew of Her Majesty's ship under Captain Crawford's 
command of conduct in the highest degree criminal and disgraceful. Captain Crawford in his letter to me, 
alluded to by the Consul, had stated that the complainant, Sieur Rochier, and his clerks, either could not or 
would not point out any of the men he stated had plundered his shop ; and in reference to this the Consul rudely 
accuses Captain Crawford of not stating the truth, and that “the honourable character of Sieur Rochier forbids 
him to doubt his word.” (This Sieur Rochier is the keeper of a low drinking-shop on the outskirts of this 
town ; the “ clerks” are two negro slaves. ) 

6. And I am grieved to say that with this, and other insulting and calumnious letters from this Consul on 
record here, relative to Her Majesty's ship, the circumstances, too, being known to all the chief inhabitants, 
Captain Crawford has deemed it becoming to the dignity of his position to communicate with him through the 
African nakhodah, by name Mahommed-bin-Hamees, and propose to pay him a visit, although he had never 
called on Captain Crawford ; and Captain Crawford did visit the French Consul, and on the same day, within a 
quarter of an hour afterwards, the French Consul returned the visit, evidently pre-arranged, and he was 
received by Captain Crawford with a salute of a greater namber of guns than a Consul is entitled to. As 
Captain Crawford excused himself for not saluting me when I called on him. his reception of the French Consul 
was evidently intended to exalt that person, and to degrade Her Majesty's Consul, in the estimation of the Sultan 
and of the Arab populacion. 

6. It has been most painful and humiliating to me to hear the remarks which are made by the foreign 
merchants and Arabs of the Durbar regarding Captain Crawford's strange and unprecedented conduct here as 
the Commander of one of Her Majesty's ships. The Consul of the Hauseatic Republics yesterday stated in my 
presence to the Paymaster of Her Majesty’s ship “ Sidon” “ that the conduct of Captain Crawford, and the mode 
of his visit to the French Consul had done more to lower the name and character and influence of the British here 
than anything that has ever before occurred.” 

7. In the list of presents accepted from the Sultan, as stated in my letter to your Excellency dated yesterday, 
I omitted to mention ‘a gold mounted sabre,” which Captain Crawford has also accepted. 

8. In the concluding paragraph of my letter dated yesterday, I mentioned that Captain Crawford had visited 
an Arab of very disreputable character. I have since ascertained that he only went to the door of the house. and 
did not enter it. Captain Crawford was accompanied by a Sowahili employé of the French Consulate, by name 
Hamees Wuttance, the father of the nakhoda, with whom Captain Crawford has daily associated. No person in 
this town of whatever class bears a character so infamous ; he forged papers in the name of the late Imaum, and with 
them went to England, and swindled the firm of Messrs. Newman, Hunt, and Co., of London, out of a large sum of 
money ; he swindled the American Consul to a large amount ; he has been flogged, bastinadoed, and imprisoned in 
irons. My predecessor, Lieutenant-Colonel Hamerton, reported of him officially, “the is a rogue in every way, 
he is always in trouble here, he has frequently been convicted of vicious crimes.” This man is now a secret agent 
and spy of the Consulate of France, and in his society Captain Crawford appeared publicly. 

9. As one instance of the results which would have ensued had the Sultan complied with Captain Crawford’s 
demand to surrender to him the 140 slaves he demanded, last year I obtained information that 350 slaves, 
which had been purchased by a French slave-agent here for a Spanish slaver, were secreted on various plantations 
in the interior of the island; on my information His Highness caused these slaves to be brought into 
the town, and at my request emancipated them, thus causing a heavy loss to the French slave-agent. The French 
Consul on hearing of Captain Crawford's demand on the Sultan, informed the Consul for the Hanseatic Republics 
that if His Highness delivered up these men he should at once demand that the above 350 emancipated slaves 
should be given up to the French to be transported to the Island of La Réunion. 

(have, &e. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 200. 


Captain Crawford to Lieutenant-Colonet Righy. 


Sir, “ Sidon,” Zanzibar, May 1, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s ship under my command has brought to this 
anchorage an Arab vessel carrying the Zanzibar flag, detained with another smaller vessel also carrying the 
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Zanzibar flag, by the “Sidon,” on the 22nd ultimo, in latitude 1° 13’ south, and in longitude 41° 54 east of 
Greenwich, for having slaves on board. 

The smaller vessel being leaky and unseaworthy, foundered yesterday off this island at 3°30 p.m. 

The “Sidon” also brings to Zanzibar a number of Arab prisoners, captured in other vessels, for being 
found in the illicit Traffic of Slaves, in contravention of the Treaty between Her Majesty the Queen of England 
and His Highness the Imaum of Muscat 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RK. B. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 200. 
Captain Crawford to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Sidon,” Simon’s Bay, October 25, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Memorandum of the 14th instant, accompanied by 
two letters dated the 8th and 9th of May, transmitted to you by Lieutenant-Colonel C. P. Rigby, Her Majesty's 
Consul at Zanzibar, relative to what he (the Consul) alleges to have been my proceedings during the ‘ Sidon’s” 
visit to that port in May last. . 

2. However painful the task and irksome the duty for an officer who has the honour of commanding one of 
Her Majesty’s‘ships, to enter upon a discussion with a person capable of composing such letters as those now 
forwarded to me, I shall endeavour to comment upon them to the best of my humble ability, and have, &c. 

(Sigued) R. B. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 200. 
Captain Crawford to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir,” “Sidon,” in Simon's Bay, October 25, 1861. 

WITII reference to two letters dated the Sth and 9th of May last, addressed to you by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Rigby, the British Consul at Zanzibar, and forwarded to me in your Memorandum of the I4th instant, desiring 
my report thereon, | have the honour to state, for your information :— 

2. That the “ Sidon” arrived at Zanzibar May the Ist, when, in reply to my letter of that date, being 
desirous of bringing a capture recently made by the “Sidon” under the notice of the Sultan, or Zanzibar 
authorities, for having a few days previously left Zanzibar with slaves and slave-irons on board, and furnished 
with a pass under the signature of Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, as completely detailed in my former communication 
with you on the same subject ; 

3. It will be perceived in Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby’s latter to me dated May the Ist, he excused himself 
from visiting the * Sidon” wider the plea of ill-health, and spoke very disparagingly of the Sultan, stating his 
intention to leave the vile place. 

4. Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby’s letter dated May 2 was no proper reply to mine of the Ist of May, and 
certainly evinces anything bat a desire to meet the case of the “ Bashair,” by bringing the capture of that 
vessel under the netice of the Sultan or authorities of Zanzibar. 

5. As Colonel Rigby did not call on me, to waive ceremony and prevent delay I waited on Colonel Rigby on 
the morning of May 2, when, verbally, Colonel Rigby stated, in a very excited manner, that as the capture of the 
© Bashair” was wade outside the Sultan's territories, and in conformity with the Treaty, there was no necessity 
for bringing the affair before His Highness ; that His Highness had behaved shamefully in, as I understood, not 
granting Captain Oldfield a written authority for destroying eighteen Arab vessels from the North in the harbour 
of Zanzibar ; that he (Colonel Rigby) had put the Sultan on the throne; adding, “the Sultan is a fool, and it is 
time he was dead;” that he (the Colonel) had been ill ever since the Sultan’s visit to the * Sidon ” last year, 
owing to my d d over-politeness in taking off my hat on “the occasion, and that he (Colonel Rigby) would 
not take off his hat to any d d Arab.” 

G6. [allude to the foregoing remarks as tending to show that Colonel Rigby had not the slighest intention of 
accompanying me to the Sultan; and although, had Colonel Rigby been on good terms with the Sultan, his good 
offices might have been useful, [ did not consider myself to be altogether debarred from an interview, simply 
owing to Colonel Rigby having at the time quarrelled with His Highness. 

7. Again, to show what little probability there was for the Captain of a British man-of-war coinciding with the 
views of Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, the fact that in our interview of the 2nd of May he requested me to give him a 
boat which he was desirous to present to “ one of his spies ;” upon expressing some surprise as to the nature of 
the demand, Colonel Rigby told me that he was under the necessity of keeping spies to counteract some 
intrigues going on between the Sultan and the French Consul. The Colonel spoke in an incoherent manner, but 
in his remarks I concluded the spy to be the private Secretary of the Sultan. 

| find it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to deal with statements so varied and of such a defamatory, 
vague, and desultory naiure, as contained in Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby’s letters of 8th and 9th May; and I do 
consider his manner of jumbling and getting up these allegations is for the purpose of mystifying and diverting 
attention from the point at issue between Colonel Rigby and myself, upon the ‘ Sidon” reaching Zanzibar in May 
1861, namely, ny disapproval of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” then under my orders, having burnt or otherwise 
sestroyed a number of Arab vessels in the harbour of Zanzibar, near the Sultan's Palace, in the vicinity of the 
Sultan's ships of war, and which attack was made by the “ Lyra’s” boats, at the instigation of Colonel Rigby, 
‘n the port of a friendly but weak Power, and prompted by the British Consul, and in direct violation of the 
existing Treaty. 

8. Another point which has led to the extreme violence of Colonel Rigby towards me is the capture of a 
vessel named the “ Bashair,” and which was legally detained by the “ Sidon ” within the proper limits, with siaves 
and slave irons on board, and which had just left Zanzibar, the master being in possession of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Rigby’s pass. The pass did not certify tiat she was Turkish, nor was there any reference to the colours or 
nation under which he granted the pass, but stated that she was bound from Zanzibar to Shahé. The Imaum’s 
Jurisdiction embracing both ports, this vessel was manned by a crew of Arabs, belonging chiefly to Zanzibar ; and 
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the cargo, I have reason to believe, was put on board by M. de Witt, the German Consul, an intimate acquaint- 
ance of Colonel Rigby, so that the latter can scarcely be deemed a disinterested person in the fate of the 
“ Bashair.” All circumstances relating to this vessel were fully laid open to the Admiralty Court at Mauritius 
in July last. The facts are consequently on the records of the Chief Judge, the Honourable C. T. Shand, who 
tried the case, and who expressed some surprise at a Turkish vesssel engaged in the Slave Trade (as set forth by 
Colonel Rigby in the protest) being defended by a British Consul. ‘ 

9. Colonel Rigby has in his letters of the 8th and 9th of May studiously avoided giving his and my own 
letters consecutively from the Ist May to the 10th, as written at the time. Had Colonel Rigby acted in this 
usual and more straightforward manner, it might render the affair, which he makes incoherent, in some degree 
comprehensible for the decision of others, instead of, as at present, adopting a course of abuse, vague in itself, 
and only clear as abounding in scurrility. 

10. In again referring to Colonel Rigby's statement as to my ignorance in not knowing how to distinguish 
the Turkish from the Zanzibar flag, | beg to submit the accompanying declaration from the whole of the officers 
on board the “Sidon” at the time the “ Bashair” was captured. 

Two of the Lieutenants being absent, these statements give those of Colonel Rigby a complete contradiction 
as to what they are asserted to have said about the flag: possibly some of the officers cajoled him, seeing his 
excited asperity. And I beg further to call attention to my having deposed before they Vice-Admiralty Court at 
Mauritius in has last, that the ** Bashacr” had an Arab flag flying when taken ; also that I would have captured 
the ‘* Bashair” under Turkish or any other colours, provided she was manned with Arabs subject to the Imaum 
of Muscat, and had left Zanzibar with slaves or slave-irons on board. Moreover, I have long cruized in the 
Mozambique, and never recollect seeing any vessel with the Turkish flag. 

11.* My visit was on the solicitation of the Sultan, and not intended as a visit of state; and I was also 
received by a sufficient guard, or the men styled “the miserable troops of the Sultan” in Lieutenant-Colonel 
Rigby’s letter to me dated May 2; and upon a careful perusal of this letter, it will be found that Colonel Rigby 
is more prominently disposed to cast reflections on the Sultan, and to treat His Highness with marked disrespect, 
than a casual visitor like mysel* could possibly be. 

12.+ On the 8rd of May, accompanied by two of my officers, I paid my respects to the Sultan in a frock 
coat, white waistcoat and trowsers, uniform cap and sword, similar to the dress worn when waiting on my 
Commander-in-chief, which caused no remark. Mrs. Crawford also accompanied me at the Sultan’s request, and 
had the proper authority to be on board the “ Sidon” at the time. 

13.¢ Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby states that the Private Secretary called upon bim, saying that he was quite 
astonished at Captain Crawford's unusual mode of visit, &e. This seems strange, as on the following morning His 
Highness presented me with a sword as a mark of his esteem, requesting me also to come to the palace whenever 
I found it most convenient, and without ceremony as a friend. Of course if Colonel Rigby condescends to keep 
spies, he must expect to receive such information as that class of persons thought would prove most acceptable 
to Colonel Rigby. I also mentioned to His Highness, in presence of my officers, that Colonel Rigby had intimated 
to me that ‘*His Highness held 140 slaves in the fort, being desirous for their emancipation, and that in all 
ey they would be handed over to the ‘Sidon.’ "These were Colonel Rigby’s words on my first interview 
with him. 

14. The Sultan replied that there were only 130 slaves in the fort, and that they should be sent to the 
“ Sidon,” as, from my kindness to the Arab prisoners, who had no cause of complaint, His Highness felt sure that 
the slaves would be well taken care of. 

15. Seeing that the slaves were not sent off to the “ Sidon,” according to promise, I wrote a few lines to His 
Highness, and received an answer of which the inclosed is a copy, stating that His Highness was forbidden to send 
the slaves off, by Lieutenant Colonel Rigby’s request to His Highness. 

16. I never at any time :aade a demand upon the Sultan, and the only request made to his Highness was for 
permission to land the Arabs detained in the “Sidon’s” prizes, which I received as per letter dated the 
3rd May. 

17.8 Captain Mohammed bin Hamees, so harshly commented on by Colonel Rigby, is Captain of the 
“Iskundah Shah,” one of his Highness’ men-of-war, has been educated in England, is a very intelligent person, 
and was the Sultan’s chief mode of communication with Her Majesty's ships ; and upon the “ Sidon’s ” previous 
visit to Zanzibar on apparently friendly terms with Colonel Rigby, the officers of the “ Sidon” as well as myself 
have met him at Colonel Rigby’s table. 

I never observed Captain Mohammed in the least intoxicated, found him gentlemanlike and obliging ; he was 
repeatedly on board associating with the officers, and comparatively little with myaelf. 

18. I only met him once on shore as interpreter to the Sultan. 

19.|| On the ** Sidon’s ” visit last year some presents were arranged at the Consulate by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Rigby and the Secretary of His Highness for my acceptance. I was anxious of not giving offence in the presence 
of the Secretary by a direct refusal, but seeing that the present (a shawl), although valuable in itself, was arranged 
by Colonel Rigby, and not the spontaneous gift of His Highness, I sent it hack with a polite note to Colonel 
Rigby at the moment of sailing, keeping the bottle of ottar of roses, value about 8 dollars (instead of 80 or 100 
dollars, as stated by Colonel Kigby), thinking this last of no moment. 

A sword was by Colonel Rigby himself lately sent on board the “ Lyra” for Commander Oldfield. 

20. And it has been ever the custom of the Sultans of Zanzibar to give such presents, which in themselves 
are of trifling value, to all officers who visit Zanzibar, and Colonel Rigby to my knowledge has been instrumental 
in their presentation to those officers he may favour with his patronage. 

21. On the last. occasion, May, 1861, Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby has been misinformed by the Secretary, as 
no diamond ring, cashmere shawl, or large bottle of ottar of roses, were sent or accepted. 

22. ‘The following articles were presented to Mrs. Crawford, viz., a small ring, value about 20s. ; two small 
bottles of ottar of roses ; and three small fabrics of the country (not shawls, scarfs, or dresses) of little value; and 
an appropriate return was made. All these articles are returned to the Sultan. 

23. A Turkish scimitar was also forwarded for my acceptance, as has been ever the custom at Zanzibar, and 
is also returned for the decision of the Commander-in-chief. 

24.7 Mr. Warrington, Midshipman, took a message by my order to Colonel Rigby, requesting that he would 
send off the Arab crew of the “ Bashair,” relative to whom he took an interest ; and | hope this message was in 


* Paragraph 8 of Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby’s letier of the 8th May (Inclosure 1 in No. 200). 
+ Ibid., paragraph 9. 
Ibid., paragraph 10. 
i Ibid., paragraphs 10, 12, 13, 14, and 15; and paragraph 7 of letter of the 9th May. 
|| Ibid., paragraphs 13, 14, and 15. q Ibid., paragraph 16, 
Cu‘ss A. 3 U 
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unison with the facts which transpired in the Admiralty Court at Mauritius. upon the trial of that vessel, in which 
the ir” v. Queen. 


“ Bashair”’ then on the main deck of the “Sidon” was the property of the German Consul. The words “to 
work her” were not sent by me. . 

-_ — Rigby’s style of language speaks for itself, and requires no comment from an officer in command 
of a ship of war. 

27.+ I am not aware whether the facts set forth in this ph (No. 18) are correct, or otherwise. 

I had the ure of making the acquaintance of M, , the Consul of France, and found him to be 
mer? % and disposed to be hospitable and friendly, 

28.{ [am not aware what Arab Colonel Rigby alludes to. The only houses I entered during my stay at 
Zanzibar were the Sultan’s Palace once, the British and French Consulates once each; the whole three visits on 
shore at 72nzibar comprising a period of about one hour, with the exception of a ride once, accompanied by some 
of the “ Sidon's,” during which time no house was visited ; indeed was unable to converse with the people, 
not understanding the language. 

29. The letter dated 9th May seems to call my proceedings in question again, as refers to the capture of 
the “* Bashair.” This case in all its bearings has been fully investigated before the Admiralty Court at Mauritius, 
and that Tribunal is the best to refer to, in confirmation of where the imputed falsehood lies. 

30.§ It was proved on oath before the Vice-Admiralty Court, that the flag, a mere red stripe of calico, was 
torn on board the prize during a fresh gale some days after the capture, and the flag (if such it could be termed) 
was never in Captain Crawford’s boat. 

31.}| Has no intelligible reference to the elucidation of any case, but I most distinctly deny having at any 
time asked Colonel Rigby for his certificate, which would be useless to me in the Admiralty Court; had 1 made 
such request, it must have been heard by some of the officers. I have d before the Vice-Admiralty Court 
that Colonel Rigby attempted to pocket his own pass, which on deck he asked to look at, and it required firmness 
to get it back from Colonel Rigby. 

32. This pass was shown to be a document of much importance in the trial, inasmuch as the Colonel’s pass 
makes the “ Bashair” bound to Shahé, and that “ she carries no slaves.” 

38. The Protest drawn up by Colonel Rigby states (on the contrary) that this vessel was bound to Maculla 
and Jeddah, and that she has a right to carry slaves; and the document which Colonel Rigby was heard to say 
on the quarter-deck of the “Sidon” (May 2) was all ‘*d——d humbug,” he asserts in his letter of May 9, 
paragraph 6, to be a bond register, although since ascertained it has neither signature or date. 

34.4 Upon the “ Sidon’s ” visit to Zanzibar in June 1860, there was a complaint made by a M. Rochier 
that some of the “ Sidon’s ” crew had plundered his shop, 1! did my utmost to investigate the affair, which seemed 
to me to be much exaggerated by M. Rochier, but failed to settle the matter, trivial in itself, owing to the bad 
understanding which existed between the French and English Consuls. 

35.** The Consul of France visited the “ Sidon,” and was saluted, as Consul-General, with nine guns, 

36. Colonel Rigby had received a salute, with the proper number of guns agreeably to the Regulations, under 
a twelvemonth, which | explaieed to Colonel Rigby. 

37.++ Mr. Giles, the Paymaster of the “ Sidon,” informs me that he has no recollection of the German Consul, 
M. de Witt. making the observation referred to relative to Captain Crawford; and that, had M. de Witt made 
such remarks as his opinion, it, having occurred in private society, was not worth writing about. 

38.t{ The subject of the sabre and presents has al been explained. 

a0 I received a package from an Arab (some valuable manuscripts) for his Excellency Sir George Grey ; 
nor am I aware whether L is a reputable person or not. 

There was an Arab in authority cleared the way on my leaving the French Consulate, but I am not acquainted 
with his name or character, and never associated with the individual alluded to ; nor was I ever at Zanzibar during 
the late Imaum’s reign. 

40 ||\| I have previously stated that I did menti»n to the Sultan the 140 slaves held in the fort, and this was 
done at the instigation of Colonel Rigby himself, who told me about it, as the “ Sidon” had already 180 slaves on 
board for emancipation at Mauritius. 

41. [ need scarce dwell upon the style and tone of Colonel Rigby’s letters, which, with those previously 
submitted to the Commander-in-chief, abounding as they do in grossness and discrepancies, speak for themselves ; 
and in the hope that this attempt to give an explanation may be deemed pee T have, &c. 

I have, &e 
(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 200. 
“ Orders addressed to the Officers and Officers of the Watches of Her Majesty's ship “ Sidon.” 
emo. 


THE following paragraph occurring in a letter received by the Commander-in-chief from Lieutenant-Colonel 
C. P. Rigby, Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, you are hereby requested, in pursuance of the orders of the 
Commander-in-chief, to report as to the truth of the statement therein contained, so far as you may be yourselves 
severally concerned. 

Passage in the letter of Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to the Commander-in-chief :— 

“ Other officers on board have also informed me that they knew it to be the Turkish flag, and remarked that 
it was so to Captain Crawford, who rebuked them for so doing.” 

Dated on the “ Sidon” in Table Bay, 19th October, 1861. 

(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD, Captain. 





*“ Paragraph 17 of Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby’s letter of the 8th May. + Ibid., paragraph 18. 

j Ibid., paragraph 19. 

; Pergo 2 a oe misey'e letter of the 9th May (Inclosure 2 oe epee + 
id., paragrap! id., paragraph 4. ** Ibid., paragraph 5. id , paragraph 6. 

tt Ibid. paragraph 7 §§ Ibid., paragraph 8. —_—{jlj,_ Ibid., paragraph 9. 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 200. 


Lieutenant Kinahan to Captain Crawford. 
( Extract.) 


I HAVE the honour to state, that i do not feel certain of having been the first to board she vessel in question, 
nor - I know that the flag referred to was similar to those that I have been accustomed to see in ish 
vessels. 

I beg to state, with reference to the latter part of Colonel Rigby's statement, that I did not return to the 
“Sidon” and report to you that she was a lawful trader, nor did J in any way imply such to be the case. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 200. 
" Acting Lieutenant Shuekburgh to Captain Cratford. 
ir, 

I BEG to state, in 5 long your order, that I am not the officer who reported to you that the * Bashair” 
flew Turkish colours, nor did you ever rebuke me for so doing ; and I also declare that I never heard you do so to 
any one in the ship. ; 

have, &. 


(Signed) W.-C. SHUCKBURGH. 





Inclosure 9 in No, 200, 


” Mr. Mc Ewen to Captain Crawford. 
ir 
"IN a with your Memorandum of the 19th instant, I have the honour to inform you that I did not 
notice the “ Bashatr's” flag when captured, and that I did not report to you that she had a Turkish flag flying; 
neither did I at any time tell Colonel Rigby 80. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) J. P. Mc EWEN, Acting Master. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 200. 
Mr. Parramore to Captain Crawford. 


Sir, 
IN answer to your Memorandum of yesterday, I beg to state that, as regards me personally, there is not the 
slightest truth in the statement made use of in the passage of Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby’s letter sulcrad to, I having 
never spoken to him. 
Iam, &e. 
(Signed) WM. PARRAMORE, 
Boatswain, 3rd Class, for Quarter-deck duty. 





Inclosure 11 in No. 200. 


Mr. Scott to Captain Crawford. 
(Bate) 
I BEG to state that, having never spoken to Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, the statement in his letter can have 
no reference to me. 
I never heard Captain Crawford rebuke any one for saying it was a Turkish fiag on board the “ Bashair,” 
having been examined since, at Court at Mauritius, and there stated on oath that, to the best of my belief, it was a 
plain red flag. 





Inclosure 12 in No. 200. 
Mr. Horne to Captain Crawford. 


Sir, 

HAVING been examined on oath before the Vice-Admiralty Court at Mauritius, in July last, as refers to 
the capture of the Arab vessel named.“ Bashgir,” and deposed on oath that the colours hoisted on board the said 
vessel were not Turkish, but a plain red flag, 1 beg to state that I have made no statement to the contrary to cause 
the remark made fe: Bre yng Rigby, and never heard any one being rebuked by Captain Crawford, as 
relates to the “ ir’s” flag, as. stated by Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby. 

1 remain, &c. 
(Signed) B. HORNE, Gunner. 





Inclosure 13 in No. ‘200. 
Lieutenant Airey, R.M., to Captain Crawford. 


Sir 
| WITH reference to your Memerandum of yesterday. I beg to state that the passage in Lieutenant- 
Colonel Rigby’s letter could have no reference to me, not having spoken to him during our ap conn: 


T remain, &c. 
(Sigued) G. J. AIREY. 
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unison with the facts which transpired in the Admiralty Court at Mauritius. upon the trial of that vessel, in which 
Colonel Rigby’s name was mentioned by the Counsel as defending the “ Bashair” v. Queen. 

25. The young gentleman missed Colonel Rigby on shore, and found him in the ward-room of the “ Sidon,” 
with M. de Witt, the German Consul. Both these gentlemen came on board after dark, with, as I imagine, an 
arrangement that the officer of the watch should not acquaint me therewith, nor was I aware of their mode of 
visit until the Consuls had left the “Sidon ;” on the visit of the Consuls it was discovered that the cargo of the 
* Bashair”’ then on the main deck of the “Sidon” was the property of the German Consul. The words “to 
work her” were not sent by me. : 

26.* Colonel Rigby’s style of language speaks for itself, and requires no comment from an officer in command 
of a ship of war. 

27.+ I am not aware whether the facts set forth in this paragraph (No. 18) are correct, or otherwise. 

I had the pleasure of making the acquaintance of M, Derché, the Consul of France, and found him to be 
gentlemanly, and disposed to be hospitable and friendly. 

28.¢ I am not aware what Arab Colonel Rigby alludes to. The only houses I entered during my stay at 
Zanzibar were the Sultan’s Palace once, the British and French Consulates once each; the whole three visits on 
shore at Zanzibar comprising a period of about one hour, with the exception of a ride once, accompanied by some 
of the “ Sidon’s,” during which time no house was visited; indeed I was unable to converse with the people, 
not understanding the language. 

29. The letter dated 9th May seems to call my proceedings in question again, as refers to the capture of 
the ‘* Bashair.” This case in all its bearings has been fully investigated before the Admiralty Court at Mauritius, 
and that Tribunal is the best to refer to, in confirmation of where the imputed falsehood lies. 

30.§ It was proved on oath before the Vice-Admiralty Court, that the flag, a mere red stripe of calico, was 
torn on board the prize during a fresh gale some days after the capture, and the flag (if such it could be termed) 
was never in Captain Crawford’s boat. 

31.}| Has no intelligible reference to the elucidation of any case, but I most distinctly deny having at any 
time asked Colonel Rigby for his certificate, which would be useless to me in the Admiralty Court; had I made 
such request, it must have been heard by some of the officers. I have deposed before the Vice-Admiralty Court 
that Colonel Rigby attempted to pocket his own pass, which on deck he asked to look at, and it required firmness 
to get it back from Colonel Rigby. 

32. This pass was shown to be a document of much importance in the trial, inasmuch as the Colonel’s pass 
makes the “ Bashair” bound to Shabhé, and that © she carries no slaves.” 

33. The Protest drawn up by Colonel Rigby states (on the contrary) that this vessel was bound to Maculla 
and Jeddah, and that she has a right to carry slaves; and the document which Colonel Rigby was heard to say 
on the quarter-deck of the ‘Sidon (May 2) was all ‘*d——d humbug,” he asserts in his letter of May 9, 
paragraph 6, to be a bond fide register, although since ascertained it has neither signature or date. 

34.4 Upon the “ Sidon’s ” visit to Zanzibar in June 1860, there was a complaint made by a M. Rochier 
that some of the “ Sidon’s ” crew had plundered his shop. | did my utmost to investigate the affair, which seemed 
to me to be much exaggerated by M. Rochier, but failed to settle the matter, trivial in itself, owing to the bad 
understanding which existed between the French and English Consuls. 

35.** The Consul of France visited the “ Sidon,” and was saluted, as Consul-General, with nine guns, 

36. Colonel Rigby had received a salute, with the proper number of guns agreeably to the Regulations, under 
a twelvemonth, which I explained to Colonel Rigby. 

37.tt Mr. Giles, the Paymaster of the “ Sidon,” informs me that he has no recollection of the German Consul, 
M. de Witt. making the observation referred to relative to Captain Crawford; and that, had M. de Witt made 
such remarks as his opinion, it, having occurred in private society, was not worth writing about. 

38.t~ The subject of the sabre and presents has already been explained. 

39.§§ I received a package from an Arab (some valuable manuscripts) for his Excellency Sir George Grey ; 
nor am I aware whether he is a reputable person or not. 

There was an Arab in authority cleared the way on my leaving the French Consulate, but I am not acquainted 
with his name or character, and never associated with the individual alluded to; nor was I ever at Zanzibar during 
the late Imaum’s reign. 

40 ||\| I have previously stated that I did mention to the Sultan the 140 slaves held in the fort, and this was 
done at the instigation of Colonel Rigby himself, who told me about it, as the “ Sidon” had already 180 slaves on 
board for emancipation at Mauritius. 

41. I need scarce dwell upon the style and tone of Colonel Rigby’s letters, which, with those previously 
submitted to the Commander-in-chief, abounding as they do in grossness and discrepancies, speak for themselves ; 
and in the hope that this attempt to give an explanation may be deemed satisfactory, I have, &c. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 200. 
Orders addressed to the Officers and Officers of the Watches of Her Majesty's ship “ Sidon.” 


Memo. 

THE following paragraph occurring in a letter received by the Commander-in-chief from Lieutenant-Colonel 
C. P. Rigby, Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, you are hereby requested, in pursuance of the orders of the 
Commander-in-chief, to report as to the truth of the statement therein contained, so far as you may be yourselves 
severally concerned. 

Passage in the letter of Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to the Commander-in-chief :— 

“ Other officers on board lave also informed me that they knew it to be the Turkish flag, and remarked that 
it was so to Captain Crawford, who rebuked them for so doing.” 

Dated on board the “ Sidon” in Table Bay, 19th October, 1861. 

(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD, Captain. 





* Paragraph 17 of Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby’s letter of the 8th May. + Ibid., paragraph 18. 

t Ibid., paragraph 19. 

§ Paragraph 2 of Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby’s letter of the 9th May (Inclosure 2 in No. 200). 

|| Ibid., paragraph 3. @ Ibid., paragraph 4. ** Ibid., paragraph 5. ++ Ibid, paragraph 6. 
tt Ibid., paragraph 7 —-§§ Ibid, paragraph 8. il Ibid., paragraph 9. 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 200. 


Lieutenant Kinahan to Captain Crawford. 
( Extract.) 

I HAVE the honour to state, that I do not feel certain of having been the first to board the vessel in question, 
nor do I know that the flag referred to was similar to those that I have been accustomed to see in Turkish 
vessels. 

I beg to state, with reference to the latter part of Colonel Rigby’s statement, that I did not return to the 
“Sidon” and report to you that she was a lawful trader, nor did I in any way imply such to be the case. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 200. 


Acting Lieutenant Shuckburgh to Captain Crawford. 
Sir, 

I BEG to state, in reply to your order, that I am not the officer who reported to you that the * Bashair” 
flew Turkish colours, nor did you ever rebuke me for so doing; and I also declare that I never heard you do so to 
any one in the ship. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) Ww. C. SHUCKBURGH. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 200, 


Mr. Mc Ewen to Captain Crawford. 
Sir, 

IN compliance with your Memorandum of the 19th instant, I have the honour to inform you that I did not 
notice the “ Bashair's”’ flag when captured, and that I did not report to you that she had a Turkish flag flying ; 
neither did I at any time tell Colonel Rigby so. ; 

L have, &c. 
(Signed) J. P. Mc EWEN, Acting Master. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 200. 


Mr. Parramore to Captain Crawford. 
Sir, 

IN answer to your Memorandum of yesterday, I beg to state that, as regards me personally, there is not the 
slightest truth in the statement made use of in the passage of Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby’s letter referred to, I having 
never spoken to him. 

Iam, &e. 
(Signed) WM. PARRAMORE, 
Boatswain, 3rd Class, for Quarter-deck duty. 





Inclosure 11 in No. 200. 


Mr. Scott to Captain Crawford. 
(Extract.) 
I BEG to state that, having never spoken to Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, the statement in his letter can have 
no reference to me. 
I never heard Captain Crawford rebuke any one for saying it was a Turkish flag on board the “ Bashair,” 
having been examined since, at Court at Mauritius, and there stated on oath that, to the best of my belief, it was a 
plain red flag. 





Inclosure 12 in No. 200. 
Mr. Horne to Captain Crawford. 


ry 

HAVING been examined on oath before the Vice-Admiralty Court at Mauritius, in July last, as refers to 
the capture of the Arab vessel named ‘ Bashgir,” and deposed on oath that the colours hoisted on board the said 
vessel were not Turkish, but a plain red flag, 1 beg to state that I have made no statement to the contrary to cause 
the remark made by Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, and never heard any one being rebuked by Captain Crawford, as 
relates to the “ Bashair's” flag, as stated by Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby. 

1 remain, &c. 
(Signed) B. HORNE, Gunner. 





Inclosure 13 in No. 200. 
Lieutenant Airey, R.M., to Captain Crawford. 


Sir 
” WITH reference to pond Memorandum of yesterday, I beg to state that the passage in Lieutenant- 
Colonel Rigby’s letter could have no reference to me, not having spoken to him oe our stay at Zangibar: 
remain, &c. 
(Signed) ' G. J. AIREY. 
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Inclosure 14 in No. 200. 
Dr. Crandell to Captain Cranford. 


Extract. 
: ONLY ean Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby when he came on board, and I held no conversation with him 
on these subjects whatever. s 





Inclosure 15 in No. 200. 


The Sultan of Zanzibar to Captain Crawford. 
(Translation from the Arabic.) 


In the name of God the Most High. 

To the High Dignity, the Most Generous of the Most Respectful, the Honourable of the Most Venerable, 
the Most Sincere Captain Crawford, in the ship of war “Sidon,” of the Highest Queen. 

May God protect his highest prosperity from ecliptic, and preserve his glory from ecliptic. Amen. 

Your excellent letter have reached, and your friend understood the contents; and the slaves, which been 
seized on board the Soomali dhow, they are ready, same as we promised your Honour; but we have been 
forbidden by his Honour Colonel Rigby, the Consul of the highest nation at Zanzibar. 

And anything you may require, the sign remain with you, and peace may be on you. 


This is from sincere friend. 
(Signed) MAJID BIN SAIAD. 
Dated in the month of Shuwal 25th, in the year 1277 (corresponding to 6th May, 1861). 





No. 201. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Narcissus,” Simon’s Bay, December 4, 1861. 

I BEG you will lay before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. the 
accompanying copy of a letter I have received from the French Commodore, 
Commander-in-chief on the East Coast of Africa, relative to the proceedings of 
Captain Crawford, of Her Majesty’s ship “Sidon,” towards his flag-ship “ Her- 
mione,” at sea, on the night of the 18th August last. 

As the latter officer left this station prior to the receipt of this letter, I have 
been unable to obtain any explanation of this circumstance from him, but I have 
ae it righ to reply at once to Commodore Dupré, a copy of which is forwarded 

erewith. 

[am quite at a loss to account for Captain Crawford’s motives, as, according 
to the Commodore's statement, when their ships met the night was fine, the moon 
shining, and the “ Hermione” (an unmistakable large frigate) was steaming with 
all her proper lights showing, while the “Sidon” had none. 

If the circumstances be as represented, 1 consider Captain Crawford’s conduct 
very reprehensible, for the “Sidon” was both a-head and to windward of the 
Commodore’s ship; he might, therefore, have passed within hail, and there was no 
necessity for firing a gun. He will be in England by the time their ag 
receive this, and I hope will be able to give good reason for having acted as he 
appears to have done, 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 








| 
Inclosure 1 in No. 201. 
Commodvre Dupré to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


M, le Contre-Amiral, A bord de “I Hermione,” le 3 Septembre, 1861, en Mer. 

J'AI le regret d’avoir & vous informer que le 16 Aoit dernier, vers les 10 heures du soir, j'ai été arrété dans 
ma route par un batiment de votre division dans les circonstances suivantes :-— ‘ 

J’étais sorti de la baie de Bali dans la soirée. Je faisais route 4 la vapeur pour doubler le Cap St. André 
avec petit brise de ouest-sud-ouest; la nuit était claire, et la lune brillante. Cependant nos feux de hune et 
de céte étaient allumés. A 10 heures on m'a prévenu que l'on apergevait devant nous un batiment sous voiles 
et sans feux. Ce batiment, aprés avoir croisé notre route, a gouverné de maniére & passer au vent a nous, a 

ite distance. Arrivé par notre travers, il a tiré un coup de canon a poudre, sans hisser ni feux ni pavillon. 
‘ensant que c’était un navire qui avait besoin de secours ou de renseignements, j'ai fait gouverner sur lui & 
petite vitesve, et stopper quand jai apercu une embarcation se dirigeant vers nous. Je lui ai demandé a quel 
navire elle appartenait, et s'il avait besoin de auelque chose, Elle m’a dit qu'elle était'du “ Sidon,” et qu'elle 
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venait pour s’enquérir de ce que nous étions, et de ce que nous faisions. Je Jui ai répondu que je n’avais point de 
comptes 4 lui rendre, mais que j’informerais son Amiral de la maniére son capitaine a exécuté les instructions 
en date du 31 Mars, 1859, concertées entre la France et I’ Angleterre. 

Ces instructions, en effet, ont &té principalement rédigés en vue d’éviter toutes les causes d’irritation que 
pouvait faire naitre les tracasseries auxquelles les navires était exposés sous l’empire des anciens Traités. 

Rien dans l’apparence de “1'Hermione” n’autorisait la singuliére perquisition de M. le Capitaine du “ Sidon.” 
J’étais dans le régle ; je naviguais avec tous mes feux dehors, tandis qu'il n'en avait pas un allumé. Sil entrait 
dans nos habitudes d’exercer sous prétexte de police une véritable inquisition sur les mers, c’efit été évidemment 
a moi a arréter ce batiment, que l'absence de tout feu réglementaire pouvait rendre suspect. 

Je suis perauadé, M. le Contre-Amiral, que, comme moi, vous prenez aux sérieux les instructions rédigés 
de concert entre nos deux Gouvernements, et j’espére que vous voudrez bien renouveler aux capitaines qui relévent 
de votre autorité, l'ordre de se conformer & l’esprit de ces instructions, que je suis bien décidé a faire exécuter et 
respecter par tous les bitiments de guerre et de commerce Francais dans ces mers. 

Je rends compte de cet incident & mon Gouvernement en attendant que je puisse le transmettre votre réponse, 
quis je n’en doute pas, calmera la légitime susceptibilité de mon équipage, et les appréhensions que le renouvellement 

‘un acte semblable pourrait m’inspirer pour l'avenir des relations qui doivent exister & mon sens entre les 
croiseurs de deux Puissances, et auxquelles, pour ma part, j’‘attache le plus grand prix. : 
Veuillez, &c. 

Le Commandant-en-chef de la Division des Cétes Orientales d’ Afrique, 
(Signé) J. DUPRE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 201. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to Commodore Dupré. 


M. le Commodore, “ Narcissus,” Simon's Bay, December 3, 1861. 

I HAVE had the honour this day to receive your letter of the 3rd September, 1861, respecting the unaccount- 
able proceedings of Captain Crawford, of Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “ Sidon,” towards His Imperial Majesty's 
ship “ Hermione,” bearing your broad pendant, on the night of the 16th August last, and I hasten to express my 
deep regret that an officer in command of a British ship of war should have acted 80 contrary to the spirit of his 
instructions. 

That officer sailed from this port in the “Sidon” for England on the 24th ultimo, without having made 
any official Report of this circumstance to me. I am therefore unable to forward you any explanation from him, 
but I shall immediately transmit your letter to the Admiralty, with an expression of my entire disapproval of his 
conduct, and I doubt not that it will be visited with their Lordships’ severe displeasure. 

I fully concur with you, M.le Commodore, in the importance of strictly carrying out the arrangements 
entered into between our respective Governments, to which you have referred; and I have directed the attention 
of the officers under my command to a rigid observance of their instructions. 

In thanking you for the consideration you have shown on this occasion, I beg to express a sincere hope that 
nothing may occur to disturb the harmony which so happily exists between the squadrons under our respective 
commands; and with assurances of high respect and esteem, I have, &c. : 

(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





No. 202. 
| 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘§ Narcissus,”’ Simon’s Bay, November 28, 1861. 

I BEG to forward, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, the copy of a letter I have received from Commodore Dupré, the French 
Commander-in-chief on this division of my station, representing certain proceedings 
of the “ Lyra,” and the boats of the “ Gorgon,” at and near Zanzibar, together with 
my reply thereto. 

Uniil I receive the explanations of the Commanders of the cruizers complained 
of, 1am unable to judge of their conduct; but I am inclined to think that the 
Commodore has been influenced by the French Consul at Zanzibar, who has shown 
much animosity towards the English. 

| have, nevertheless, issued an order cautioning these officers to be most 
circumspect in their proceedings, and rigidly adhere to the existing Treaties. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





| 


Crass A. 3X 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 202. 
Commcdore Dupré to Reaw- Added Sir B. Walker. 


M. le Contre-Amiral, “ Hermione,” en Mer, le 3 Octobre, 1861. 

C’EST avec un profond sentiment de regret que je me vois contraint de vous porter une nouvelle plainte au 
sujet de la conduite de certains croiseurs Anglais places sous vos ordres. 

Lors de mon passage 4 Mayotte et 4 Nossi Bé, on m‘a fait savoir que le commerce de ces deux fles avec 
Zanzibar était sur le point d'étre ruiné par suite des arrestations et des saisies opérées dans ces mers par les 
batiments de Sa Majesté Britannique. Les actes dont on se plaignait me paraissant incompréhensibles j’ai tout 
d’abord accusé d’exagération les récits qu'on m’en faisait. Néanmoins l’unanimité des plaintes a fait naitre des 
poutes dans mon esprit, et je me suis décidé& me rendre 4 Zanzibar pour m’assurer par moi-méme de leur 
exactitude. 

Les informations j'ai prises sur les lieux m’ont forcé de reconnaitre que la réalité surpasse tous les rapports 
qui mont été adressés. 

Sans entrer dans l’examen de la maniére dont les batiments de Sa Majesté a appliquent le Traité 
conclu le 5 Septembre, 1848, entre Sa Majesté la Reine du Royaume Uni et I’Imaum de Muscat, je me bornerai, 
M. le Contre-Amiral, 4 vous entretenir des pertes qui en résultent pour nos nationaux. 

Au mois de Mars dernier cing navires de commerce Francais attendaient 4 Zanzibar leurs chargements qui 
devaient leur arriver de la céte d'Afrique, et qui étaient payés d’avance suivant lusage du pays. Deux embarcations 
de la “ Lyra” croisaient alors dans le sud de Zanzibar, arrétant les boutres qui sortaient du port, ou qui se 
présentaient pour y entrer. La crainte inspirée par ces embarcations empéchait les Arabes d’expédier les 
marchandises attendues, et il en est résulté pour nos négociants des pertes qui ont donné fieu 4 une réclamation du 
Consul de France. 

Le Sultan a répondu 4 M. Derché qu'il s’était plaint de cette violation des Traités 4 Mr. Rigby, et que ce 
dernier lui avait donné l'espérance que la Lyra" allait rentrer et ne croiserait plus. Les arrestations, les captures, 
ct les destructions des boutres n’en ont pas moins continué, et au mois d’Avril, Mr. Rigby écrivait au Sultan une 
lettre, et lui demandait impérativement un témoigne de son satisfaction pour la conduite de Mr. Oldfield. 
Des faits plus graves, 4 notre point de vue, se sont passés aux mois d’ Aout et de Septembre derniers. 

la “ Lyra” était partie et avait été remplacée par le “Gorgon” le 31 Aout. Les agents de deux négociants de 
Nossi Bé se sont presentés au Consulat pour réclamer, l'un 3,480 francs en or Francais, l'autre 2,200 piastres 
remis par leurs commettants au patron du boutre “ Fatalher,” et soustraite 4 bord de ce boutre par les embarcations de 
la “* Gorgon.” 

Aux réclamations officieuses [sic] par une simple dénégation. 

Le Consul de France alors a porté plainte officiellement au Sultan, qui a ouvert une enquéte solennelle 4 ce 
sujet. Il résulte de l'enquéte faite par l’autorité Arabe que cet argent a été positivement soustrait 4 bord du 
« Fatalher” par les mateléts Anglais qui |’ont visité. 

Pendant cette enquéte, la “ Gorgon” avait quitté Zanzibar emmenant Mr. Rigby. Deux jours aprés M. le 
Lieutenant Ross est arrivé dans le port avec les deux embarcations de ce batiment accusées de la soustraction. 
Les résultats de l’enquéte juridique lui ont été communiqués sans qu'il ait cru devoir opposer au témoignage 
ananime des mateldéts et passagers du boutre autre chose qu'un simple démenti. 

Enfin le 4 Septembre dernier, deux embarcations de la Marine Royale Britannique, que je suppose devoir 
étre les deux mémes embarcations de la “Gorgon,” ont détruit& Tanga (céte d’ Afrique) 264 balles d’orscille et 
2,000 cocos chargés sur deux boutres pour le compte de M. Bérard, représentant la maison Roux de Fraissinet 
de Marseille. L’un des boutres a été brulé, |’autre a été emmené dans le Nord. 

En rendant compte de cette attentat & la propriété, M. Bérard se plaint, avec raison, que la conduite des 
embareations Anglaises rend les envois d'argent impossible sur la céte d'Afrique, fait renchérir le frét des boutres, 
et tend 4 ruiner tout le commerce de Zanzibar, aussi bien celui fait par les Européens que celui des Arabes, 

Je suis persuadé, M. le Contre-Amiral, que pour faire cesser un état de choses aussi déplorable en général 
que nuisible & notre commerce particulier, il me suffit de le porter & votre connaissance. II ne tombe pas sous le 
sens, en effet, qu'un Gouvernement aussi libéral et aussi généreux que celui de la Grande Bretagne puisse ordonner 
le pillage et la destruction de malheureux batiments naviguant sous le pavillon d'un Souverain réconnu et sous la 
protection d'un Traité solennel qui les autorise 4 circuler librement entre le 1 et le 9 degrés de latitude sud. 

Je vous serai reconnaissant, M. le Contre-Amiral, de vouloir bien me fournir les moyens .e rassurer des 
intéréts Francais sérieusement menacés dans ces mers par la conduite de quelques uns des capitaines placés sous 
votre autorité. 

Je vous, &c. 
Le Commandant-en-chef de la Division Navale des Cétes Orientales d'Afrique, 
(Signé) J. DUPRE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 202. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to Commodore Dupré. 


M. le Commodore, “ Narcissus,” in Simon's Bay, November 27, 1861. 

I HAD yesterday the honour of receiving your letter dated October 3, 1861, from on board the “ Hermione,” 
at sea, representing the conduct of certain cruizers under my orders, at present employed on the East Coast of 
Africa, for the suppression of the horrible Traffic in Slaves so extensively carried on, and which has become such 
a fatal impediment to the progress of civilization and legitimate commerce in that quarter. 

It gives me much regret that you should have had occasion to complain of the proceedings of any of the 
officers under my command, as interfering with the commerce or interests of your countrymen, ard I shall lose no 
time in calling upon Commander Oldfield, late of Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” and Commander Wilson, 
of the “ Gorgon,” for a full explanation of the transactions set forth in your letter. I am most desirous of main- 
taining that good feeling between our respective nations which is so conducive to the peace and happiness of the 
world ; and’ I am determined that all Treaties shall be fully observed and respected by the commanding officers of 
Her Majesty’s ships and vessels on my station. 
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As you have lately visited Zanzibar, you will have been made aware of that place being annually resorted to 
by a large fleet of piratical dhows from the coasts of Arabia and the Persian Gulf, the crews of which set at 
defiance the power of the Sultan of Zanzibar and his Government; and not only commit all sorts of pillage and 
outrage in his dominions in Africa, but kidnap and carry away into slavery his own subjects from Zanzibar; they 
also insult and endanger the lives of the European Consul and other foreigners residing there. 

These vessels do not belong to the Sultan of Zanzibar, or, indeed, to anv recognized Sovereign or State ; 
they possess no flag or papers, and chiefly exist by piracy : they, therefore, cannot claim the protection of the 
Treaty between Her Britannic Majesty and the Imaum of Muscat, or the privilege of free navigation within the 
limits accorded to the vessels of his subjects, viz., between 1° 57’ and 9° 2! south latitude. 

The Sultan has acknowledged his inability to stop the nefarious and illicit proceedings of these pirates ; and 
in March last, when Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” was at Zanzibar, His Highness took that occasion to address a 
letter to the British Consul, requesting that the port of Zanzibar might be cleared of these predatory vessels, 
and sent two high officials to concert measures for that purpose, as their crews were committing violence upon the 
inhabitants, and stealing their children in the face of his troops. It was accordingly arranged that a notice 
of two days should be given these vessels to depart, provided they permitted the boats of the “ Lyra” to examine 
them to see that no slaves were on board. The Sultan in approving this arrangement added another day’s grace 
to the notice, and sent an officer to accompany the commander of the “ Lyra,” in order to point out the vessels 
which had his protection from those which had not. In spite of these measures several of these piratical dhows 
succeeded in shipping full cargoes of slaves by night in the presence of the “ Lyra,” and favoured by a fresh 
breeze from the southward, tauntingly passed that ships’ boats stationed to the northward of Zanzibar, fired into 
them with musketry, and escaped by superior sailing. 

Lawless characters like these must be dealt with summarily, and if the Government of Zanzibar does not, or 
is not able to, stop their proceedings, I fear that legitimate commerce is far more likely to be entirely destroyed 
by them, than even to be interrupted by the boats of our cruizers, which it is well known thronghout the coast, 
are employed especially for the suppression of the Slave Trade. I therefore conclude that the application of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to the Sultan, which you refer to, was for some confirmation in writing, that Commander 
Oldfield had carried out His Highness’s wishes in clearing the ports of these pirates. 

The conflicting interests at Zanzibar, by the desire of one Power to discontinue the Traffic in human flesh, 
and by the wish of another to obtain Africans as free labourers, added to the circumstances before-mentioned, 
renders the duties of British officers, employed for the suppression of the Slave Trade, both delicate and difficult ; 
and when so much of that Traffic is conducted by Arabs and Moors whose language is not understood, and 
customs so different to those of Europeans, it can hardly be matter of surprise that sometimes, through the zeal 
of officers, or by the ignorance and stupidity of these people, mistakes arise. Ido not for a moment attempt to 
justify the slightest infraction of any existing Treaties ; but it should be remembered that it is not only a duty of 
ships of war to protect and encourage legitimate trade, but to suppress its greatest enemies, viz., piracy and 
slavery. 

In order to guard against irregularities or any grounds of complaint, I beg to inform you that I have given 
a stringent order to the commanders of all the English cruizers on the East Coast of Africa to exercise a strict 
fulfilment of the existing Treaties, and to cause their officers employed on detached service to be most careful to 
avoid any unnecessary interference with merchant-vessels engaged in lawful pursuits. But you are aware, 
M. le Commodore, that as national flags are not unfrequently used without a right to them, it is sometimes 
necessary to verify their nationality; the more so when displayed by vessels not of European rig or construc- 
tion, and the crews of which are aliens to the country the flag represents—circumstances which are not of 
unfrequent occurrence in the Mozambique Channel; therefore some allowance should be made for an occasional 
mistake: but you may be assured that I will not countenance irregular proceedings, and if any improper conduct 
is established against an officer or man under my command, it shall be dealt with in the severest manner. 

Accept, &e. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





No. 203. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir “ Narcissus,” Simon’s Bay, December 19, 1861. 


I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiraly, Commander Oldfield’s Report of his proceedings at Zanzibar in 
Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” in the months of March and April last, and of the 
services he had rendered to the Sultan of Zanzibar, at that Sovereign’s request, 
made to him through Her Majesty’s Consul, in clearing that port of a number of 
piratical dhows. . 

2. I beg to observe that allusion has been made by the French Commodore to 
Commander Oldfield’s conduct at that place, the subject of which I have submitted 
to their Lordships in my letter dated the 28th ultimo, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 203. 


Commander Olifield to Captain De Horsey. 


Sir, “ Tyra,” Mahé, Seychelles, June 8, 1861. 
‘ lig the honour to report my proceedings since my departure from Mahorige Roads on Wednesday, 
6th of March. 

Saturday, March 9.—Arrivcd off the entrance of the River Ravooma; found awaiting my arrival 
Dr. Livingstone in Her Majesty's ship “ Pioneer.” 

Monday, March 11.—Embarked the Lord Bishop of Central Africa and chaplain on board Her io ship 
“Pioneer,” having previously provisioned and coaled her. Shortly after noon Dr. Livingstone and party 
proceeded in the ** Pioneer ” up the river. 

Thursday, March 14.—Returned on board, having accompanied Dr. Livingstone as far as twenty-five miles 
up the river. Great difficulties were experienced in attaining even that short distance in three days. In two 
places not more than 5 feet water could be obtained in the whole width of the river (the average depth of the 
river being from 9 feet to 15 feet). 

Friday, March 15.—Proceeded for Zanzibar. 

Monday, March 18.—After dark anchored off Kivaly Island, distant eighteen miles south of the anchorage of 
Zanzibar. Communicated, without loss of time, by boat with Her Majesty's Consul. 

Tuesduy, March 19.—Noon, anchored in Zanzibar harbour, moving north to the anchorage of Boobooboo, 
viz., a distance of six miles, at sunset. 

Wednesday, March 20.—-Proceeded to sea before daylight, with the intention of visiting the various anchorages 
as far north as Lamoo, hoping thereby to intercept a great part of a fleet of slave dhows, the property of Arabs from 
the Persian Gulf, and who had left ie some few days previous to my arrival there. The number of slaves 
stated to be contained in the said fleet (of from fifteen to twenty vessels) is supposed to exceed 1,200. : 

Inclosure No. 2 is a copy of a letter from Her Majesty’s Political Agent at Zanzibar, calling, in my opinion, 
for active measures, “ and without loss of time.” 

Before proceeding to sea I dispatched Lieutenant De Wahl in charge of the pinnace and second whaler, to 
watch the movements of a Spanish brig lying in the harbour, and to check the export of slaves from the port and 
its immediate vicinity during my absence. 

Sunday, March $1,— Anchored in Zansibar harbour, having during my twelve days’ cruize proceeded no further 
north than Wasseen, viz., 100 miles; the number of cases of fever amongst the working men of the ship's 
company rendering a further movement away from Lieutenant De Wahl and the boats unadvisable, notwith- 
standing I had certain information of four dhows with slaves in being within sail, and easy reach to the northward. 
During the cruize I made seizure of three slave dhows, as is shown in Inclosures Nos. 2, 3, and 11. Lieutenant 
Maxwell during the same period, in the pinnace, made a seizure, as is shown in Inclosure No. 10. 

Another reason independent of the boats’ crews and other working men being more o: less ill, the condenser 
gave out, and with only two tons of water in the ship. Had I, therefore, proceeded north, and having to water 
with the small means at my disposal, I should not, in all probability, have succeeded in returning to Zanzibar 
until after the setting in of the south-west monsoon, or, in other words, until after the departure of the larger 
portion.of the fleet of slave-dhows, bound to the Persian Gulf, with (probably) 2,000 slaves on board. 

April 15.—Having started from out of Zanzibar harbour, the whole of the dhows, the property of the 
Northern Arabs, to whom His Highness the Sultan would not give passes of protection (viz., one stating his 
belicf as to their honesty of purpose), I proceeded for Wasseen with the intention of visiting the ports and 
anchorages south of it, so as to ensure the departure of ‘all suspicious vessels from the coast; as, when once north 
of Wasseen, the strong monsoon and current insured no return for at least four months, by which time I doubt 
not but that some man-of-war will be selected to work this division of the station. Lieutenant De Wahl preceded 
me in charge of the two whalers, having left Zanzibar on the 12th instant. 

April 17.— Anchored in Wasseen harbour. 

onday, April 22.—Proceeded for the Seychelles, the health of the ship's company rendering such a step 
compulsory, a longer stay on the coast being by no means admissible, very heavy rains having set in; and 
independent of the ship's company, t: the number of 25, including the surgeon, suffering from fever and 
dysentery, the slaves, of whom I had 210 on board, began to complain of bowel complaint, although, on the 
whole, wonderfully healthy; and were an epidemic, such as dvsentery, to break out amangst them, the illness 
of the surgeon, and the paucity of medicine on board, would have rendered it next to impossible to have 
assisted them. 

I regretted having to leave so suddenly, as, could I have prolonged my stay on the coast another week, 
I doubt not but I should have succeeded in making seizure of four dhows, with slaves in, south of Wasseen, 
whatever else I might have done north. Those south Lieutenant Maxwell endeavoured to reach in the pinnace 
and gig, but was obliged to bear up from stress of weather. 

Monday, May 13.—After a tedious passage of twenty-one days, arrived here. I regret to say that during 
that time, Mr. G. Magee, Gunner, and one petty officer, died from dysentery, and 6 slaves also died from the 
same disorder. 

Wednesday, May 15.— Landed the slaves, the Colonial Government taking charge of the same in conse- 
quence of my representing that, for the health of the ship's company, and for the benefit of the service, they should 
be removed from the ship without delay, 

Thursday, May 16.—Having succeeded in hiring sick quarters for twelve of the very worst vases of dysentery, 
I landed that number, and in consequence of the surgeon being too ill to attend both on shore and afloat, his 
Excellency the Civil Commissioner readily offered the assistance of the Colonial Surgeon to attend to the sick 
on shore, which offer I gladly availed myself of. 

Pe May 19.—Arrived here, en route to the Mauritius, Her Majesty's ships “‘ Wasp ” and “ Ariel.” 

Thursday, it 80.—Her Majesty's ships “ Wasp” and “Ariel” sailed; the ill health of the only 
medical officer of Her Majesty's ship “Wasp.” together with her very large number of sick, vis., sixty-five to 
seventy men, having ca their long stay: here. On the ory ing their departure, Dr. Ogilvie was inva- 
lided, and ordered to England for the safety of his life with all despatch, the first Pe peeps | being that of 
the mail on the 12th proximo. In consequence of the very unhealthy state of the “ Ariel's" ship’s company, I 
ordered Dr. Sproule, the Surgeon, and only medical officer of that ship, to arg in the “ Wasp,” rejoining his 
proper ship on arrival at the Mauritius; Commander Stirling, of the “ Wasp,” being ordered to make such 
arrangements for the attendance of his sick as will not detain “ Ariel,” as it is, in my opinion, of importance 
that she should return to the Mozambique without delay. : 
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The Inclosures Nos. 12 to 21 inclusive are explanatory of my proceedings in the capture of fourteen slave 
dhows between the lst we and 17th April inclusive. Inclosures Nos. 3 to 7 are — of the corres ce 
authorizing me to act as I did in the harbour of Zanzibar and its vicinity. Inclosure No. 22 is 4 detailed account 
of the two of Her Majesty's. ship under my command having been beaten off from a piratical slaver on 
the 4th April, a circumstance much to he 

To effect the seizures, and to check shipment of slaves from the port of Zanzibar and its immediate 
neighbourhood, the boats of the “Lyra” were away both night and day, and most arduously and creditably did 
the officers and men perform their duties; and although my success was by no means as satisfactory as I could 
have wished, I don't conscientiously think more could be expected from the small means at my disposal. It 
being the commencement of the seny season, heavy rains were at times experienced, and during the day strong 
breezes, very much stronger than other but long and fast boats could be expected to contend with fast-sailing 
vessels of the dhow build; and run excessively fast they certainly do. 

The sick are progressing very favourably, and I anticipate being able to embark them towards the end of 
next week. 

The Surgeon is improving in health, and will be ready to return on board about the same time. 

The mortality amongst the ship's company (five), with only one exception, has been amongst men that, 
from their age or other causes, were not subject to the wet and excessively arduous and trying work at Zanzibar 
and Wasseen. ° 

The sickness since leaving Zanzibar has been very general amongst the ship’s company, those that never 
were employed on boat and detached or arduous service having been subject to the epidemic that pervaded the 
ship as much as those that had been. 

To the climate and crowded state of the ship do I in a very great measure attribute the sickness on board ; 
and —_ once there the ship seem to be impregnated with it, as after our arrival in this port fresh cases 
occurred. 

Trusting that my proceedings may meet with the approval of the Commander-in-chief, I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 203. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Commander Oldfield. 
Sir, Zanzibar, March 19, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that this harbour is at present full of dhows and bedens belonging to 
the piratical Arabs of the Persian Gulf, who come here every year at this season, solely for the purpose of stealing 
children and slaves, which they convey to the Persian Gulf for sale. 

2. Thousands of these pirates are at present residing in this town and its environs; they are the terror of the 
inhabitants ; they commit the greatest outrages with impunity; the soldiers of His Highness the Sultan are afraid 
to interfere with them. Not a day passes without slaves and children being stolen from the inhabitants, and it is 
estimated that between 5,000 and 6,000 are every vear taken north for sale by these pirates. 

3. On the 8th instant, a large number of these wretches assembled near the American Consulate, they 
severely wounded four servants of the Consulate, and then locked the Consul in his house, and blockaded it all 
day ; others went through the town brandishing drawn swords, and calling out that they wanted the blood of a 
white man. 

4. By Article V of the Treaty entered into by all the Maritime Chiefs of the Persian Gulf with the British 
Government, dated 8th January, 1820, it is agreed that all vessels belonging to subjects of the Chiefs who are 
parties to the ‘Treaty shall ‘* have in their penne a register, signed with the 5 apple of their Chief, in which 
shall be the name of the vessel, its length, breadth, and how many karahs it holds; and they shall also have in 
their possession another writing (port clearance), signed with the signature of their Chief, in which shall be the 
name of the owner, the name of the nakoda, the number of men, number of arms, from whence sailed, at 
what time, and to what’ port bound; and if a British or other vessel meets them, they shall produce the register 
and the clearance.” 

5. By Article IX of the same Treaty, it is agreed that “ the carrying off of slaves, men, women, or children, 
from the coast of Africa, or elsewhere, and the transporting them in vessels, is ‘ plunder’ and ‘ piracy.’ ” 

6. By the terms of an Engagement entered into between Her Majesty and the Maritime Chiefs of the 
Persian Gulf, dated 30th April, 1847, it is agreed that the cruizers of the British Government shall seize and 
confiscate any vessels belonging to their respective subjects found exporting slaves from the coast of Africa, or 
elsewhere, upon any pretext whatever. 

7. I consider it very advisable that a British ship of war should remain at this port, or in the neighbour- 
hood, until the pirate Arabs have taken their departure; owing to the winds they must all leave within the next 
month. Owing to the weakness of the Sultan’s Government, all classes of people here are in fear of these 
pirates, and your presence will tend to restore confidence, and be a great check to the export of slaves by these 
piratical Arabs. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY, 





Inclosure 8 in No. 203. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Righy to Commander Oldfield. 


Sir, d Zanzibar, ore 8, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that two of the chief Arabs of Zenzibar, hy name Sayyid Mahomed bin 
Salem and Sayyid Hamood, called on me yeaterday with a letter from His Highnese the Sultan, in which he 
desires me to consult with them, acting on his behalf, and with full powers from him, respecting the best measures: 
to adopt to get rid of the piratical Aral ho bare been commiting such outrages and piracies bare 

2 hts ban agreed between us hata the praia dhows now inthe harbour Ae arn Seno 

Lass A. . 3 
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leave the harbour unmolested, provided they did so in a peaceable manner, and permit the visits of the boats of 
Her Majesty’s ship under your command on arriving outside the harbour, in order to ascertain whether any 
African slaves are on board. ; 

3. His Highness’ Secretary has this morning called upon me with a message from His Highness, stating that 
he fully approves of the stipulation we have made, but has allowed the piratical Arabs a third day to depart; after 
which they have been informed they will be treated as “ pirates” and “ outlaws.” 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Cc. P. RIGERY. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 203. 


Commander Oldfield to Lieutenant-Colonel Righy. 


Sir, ' “ Lyra,” Zanzibar, April 10, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform ;ou that the agreement entered into at the solicitation of His Highness the 
Sultan on the 7th instant, viz., that the Northern Arabs, and other “ slave-dealers” and “ pirates” from the North, 
“although guilty of having stolen and brought large numbers of slaves here,” “ in contradiction to the Treaties 
made with Her Majesty's Government by His Highness the late Sultan, in October 1845, and by the Chiefs of the 
Persian Gulf in 1820, 1838, 1839, and 1847.” should be allowed three days to leave the port, provided they went 
away without slaves, nor their vessels fitted for the reception of them, and permitted without opposition, when out 
of the harbour (Zanzibar), a visit from an officer of Her Majesty's ship under my command, for the purpose of 
seeing that the terms of the agreement were fulfilled, has on two occasions been broken, viz.:— 

2. On the afternoon of the 8th instant, when off Mtony, and outside of this harbour, I was attacked by two 
dhows ; and only after a running fight of some thirty minutes, and killing and wounding some eight or ten of their 
number, did succeed in boarding one. Her consort, in consequence of the favourable strength and direction of the 
wind, escaped me. 

3. At or about 3 o'clock this morning some six dhows, the property of the Joasmee or Beni Bow Ali 
Arabs, full of slaves, ran past the boats of Her Majesty's ship under my command, thereby evading being 
boarded; the strength of the wind prevented the officer enforcing the same. 

4. I beg also to bring to your notice the facts that came under your own observation this morning, viz., the 
detection of slaves on board of two Sooree dhows, the same being brought to the notice of His Highness the Sultan 
and his officers by yourself. By Articles I and II of the Treaty made by His Highness the late Sultan with Her 
Majesty’s Government in October 1845, His Highness the Sultan is bound to stop such proceedings. I would 
therefore suggest that you call upon His Highness to fulfil the terms of the said Treaty, and to confiscate the 
vessels of the said Sooree slave-dealers or pirates. If he is unable to do so in consequence of the firm hold that 
the Sooree and other Northern slave-dealers and pirates appear to have over him, he should deliver over to me, or 
authorize me to seize and destroy, the said vessels, and deliver into my keeping, for conveyance to one of Her 
Majesty's Colonies, the slaves found therein; and if His Highness should deem fit, their crews, for conveyance out 
of his dominicns. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 203. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Commander Oldfield. 


Sir, Zanzibar, April 11, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, during a visit which I paid to His Highness the Sultan, this morning, 
I complained of the treacherous conduct of the piratical Arabs here in attacking your boat, and in carrying off, 
during the night, upwards of 500 slaves, after they had entered into a solemn engagement to take their departure 
quietly within three days, and to peaceably permit their dhows to be boarded by the boats of Her Majesty's ship 
under your command. 

2. His Highness replied, that they are thieves and rogues, and would not attend to the orders he had given ; 
that they should all quit the harbour ; and that he therefore ‘authorized you to seize and destroy all their dhows 
found in the harbour.” 

3. I then alluded to the pirate dhows at anchor in the harbour, on board of which you and myself had observed 
slaves the previous morning, and I desired His Highness to either destroy them himself or hand them over to you, 
and also to deliver up to you the slaves found on board. 

His Highness replied, that he would send the slaves to you for disposal, and that your boats might seize and 
destroy the two dhows on board of which they were found. 

4. An officer of His Highness will attend at the British Consulate, this afternoon, to accompany your boats, 
to point out the pirate dhows which you are authorized to seize. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 203. 


Commander Oldfield to Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby. 


Sir, “ Lyra,” Zanzibar, April 13, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, and I beg to inform you 
of the steps taken by me on receipt thereof and subsequently. 

2. Immediately on its receipt I availed myself of the services of your serang, and through him informed the 
Joasmee and other Northern Arabs of the aainoiiy granted me by His Highness the Sultan, and of my intention 
of acting on it after 8 a m. on the 12th instant (viz., on the morrow). 
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3. On the morning of the 12th instant I availed myself of your kindly-offered assistance of an interpreter, 
and went round and informed each dhow, thé )»operty of the Joasmee or other Northern Arabs, that, if she had 
not quitted the harbour by noon, I should make seizure of her as a piratical slaver, without she could produce proof 
to the contrary. 

4. At 3 p.m. on the 12th instant I seized three dhows, the property of the Joasmee or other Northern Arab 
pirates, and fitted for the reception and carriage of slaves. ‘I'wo of the dhows were in the outer, and one in the: 
inner, harbour. 

5. On the afternoon of the 13th instant (this day), between the hours of 4 and 5, I seized two dhows, the 
eeperty of Northern Arabs, of what tribe I know not, as their vessels were deserted. Their fittings were those 
of slavers. 

6. The whole of these five seizures I have destroyed by fire 

7. His Highness the Sultan sent an officer with me‘to point out such of the Joasmee or other Northern Arabs 
to whom he had given protection. These dhows were not interfered with (not visited). 

8. I should hike the purport of this letter conveyed to His Highness, so that if my proceedings have exceeded 
his wishes, I may have the same made known to me previous to my departure on the 15th instant. 

es I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 203. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Commander Oldfield. 


Sir, Zanzibar, April 15, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that in reporting this day your approaching departure from this 
port to His Highness the Sultan, I communicated to him the wish expressed in the last paragraph of your 
letter to my address, dated the 13th instant. 

I have just received a reply from His Highness, in which he states that he has already in the conversations 
| have held with him on the subject, conveyed to me his sanction and approval of all that you have done 
in the harbour of Zanzibar, in its vicinity, and to the northward. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY. 
Inclosure 8 in No. 203. 
Commander Oldfield to Captain Crawford. 
Sir, “ Lyra,” Pungany, March 20, 1861. 


I HAVE the honou to inform you that I have this day seized a dhow, name and nation unknown, for 
being engaged in the Slave Trade. The seizure was made off the north-west end of Zanzibar on the following 
grounds :— 

. . A slave platform 40 feet long, made of rattan. 

. Twenty-four large coarse mats, each mat 14 feet long by 3} to 4 feet wide. 

. Four large cooking-pots (metal). 

. A number (upwards of 30) of earthenware pots, such as are used for feeding slaves. 

. Twelve large bags of very coarse rice, such only as is used to feed slaves on, also a quantity of 


Os CON 


dates. 
The crew mustered ten men, and were of the Sooree tribe of Arabs. 
The dhow being unfitted for a woyage to a port of adjudication was destroyed by scuttling. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 203. 
Commander Oldfield to Captain Crawford. 


Sir, “ Lyra,” Wasseen Roads, March 23, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report the seizure of a slave dhow, name and nation unknown, with 99 slaves 
on board, at 8°30 p.m. yesterday. The seizure took place in laitude 4° 46’ 30” south, longitude 39° 30' 30” 
east, viz., thirteen miles south-west by west of the anchorage. In making the seizure in the first whaler I 
was opposed for some short time with musketry, stones, and heavy missiles, but after succeeding in killing 
and wounding three of the crew, I took her without further casualty. 

The killed and wounded men were Soores. I am, therefore, of opinion that the remainder of the crew 
whom I allowed to jump overboard and swim on shore were likewise of that tribe * Arabs. 

have, & 


Cc. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 203. 
Lieutenant Maxwell to Commander Oldfield. 


Sir, “ Lyra,” Zanzibar, March 31, 1861. 
ON the evening of the 25th instant, while lying at anchor off the north-west end of ‘Tumbat Island in 


latitude 5° 48' south, and longitude 39° 11' east, I observed a dhow anchor about a quarter of a mile off. 
. I 
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I immediately weighed and boarded her; I found her to be a dhow bound for the northward, having on board 
four slaves from Zanzibar Island. She had neither papers nor colours, and carried slave-fittings. I therefore 
received the slaves into the pinnace, and finding the ine not seaworthy destroyed her. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) | WM. R. MAXWELL. 





Inclosure 11 in No. 203. 
Commander Oldfield to Captain Crawford. 


Sir, “Lyra,” Tanga Roads, March 27, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have this day seized a dhow, name and nation unknown, for being 
engaged in the Slave Trade. ‘The seizure was made five miles to seaward of these roads, viz., in latitude 5° 2' 
south, longitude 39° 21' 30” east on the following grounds :— 

1. A slave platform 32 feet long made of rattan. 

2. Three large water-tanks, 

3. A quantity of coarse matting. 

4. Two large cooking pots (metal). 

5. A large hearth or cooking range. 

6. A quantity (10 bags) of coarse dirty rice, such as is only used in the feeding of slaves. 

The crew, consisting of 12 persons. were of the Scoree tribe of Arabs. 

The vessel on survey being reported as unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication, was destroyed by fire. 

I have, &e. 


& 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





Inclosure 12 in No. 203. 
Commander Oldfield to Captain Crawford. 
Sir, “ Lyra,” Zanzibar, April 2, 1861. 

{ HAVE the honour to inform you that at 7 p.M., yesterday, I seized, off the west side of Zanzibar 
(distant about three miles and a-half from the anchorage), in latitude 6° 7’ south, and longitude 39° 14! east, a 
slave-dhow, on the following grounds :— 

1. A slave platform made of rattan, 40 feet long. 

2. Twenty large coarse mats, 14 feet by 34 to + feet wide. 

3. A large cooking-pot, 3 feet in diameter. 

4. Three large water-tanks. 

5. Twelve or fourteen bags of coarse rice, such only as is used in the feeding of slaves, and a few bags of 
dates. 

The crew consisted of fourteen men, and were of no particular tribe, more than they came from the Persian 
Gulf. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Rk. B. OLDFIELD. 





Inclosure 13 in No. 203. 
Commander Oldfield to Captain Crawford. 
Sir, “Lyra,” Zanzibar, April 4, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report the seizure of a slave-dhow, name and nation unknown, with 103 slaves on 
board, at or about 10 p.m. yesterday. The seizure was made off the west side of Zanzibar, in latitude 6° 6’ 30" 
south, longitude 39° 14’ east, viz., at about three to four miles north of the anchorage. 

The crew, who were landed shortly after their seizure, were of the tribe of Beni Boo Ali Arabs, and numbered 
twenty-seven. 

The dhow has been destroyed by fire, in consequence of being unfitted for a voyage to a port of adjudication, 
the slaves having been removed to the ‘“ Lyra.” 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 
Inclosure 14 in No. 203. 
Mr. Parker to Commander Oldfield. 
Sir, “Zyra,” Zanzibar,” April 6, 1861. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have this day, when in command of the seond whaler, seized a 
dhow, name unknown, for being fitted for the Slave Trade. 

The seizure was made off the west side of Zanzibar, latitude 6° 6’ south, longitude 39° 14’ east. 

No colours or papers were found on board. 

Her fittings were as follows :— 

1. A slave deck, 35 feet long, made of rattan. 

2. Fifty large cocoa-nut mats, each about 12 feet long by 4 feet wide. 
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3. A large quantity of dates, cocoa-nuts, calavances, and coarse rice, such only as is used in feeding 
slaves. 

4. Several earthenware pots, such as would be used for feeding slaves. 

5. Three large water-tanks. 

6. A large hearth with three large pots attached (metal). 

The vessel being, by you, considered unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication, 1 destroyed her, by your 
orders, after having taken her measurement, which was as follows :— 

Length, inside stem and stern posts, 50 feet; breadth, inside gunwale, 14 feet ; depth of hold, 9 feet : poop— 
length, 15 feet; breadth, 8 feet ; depth, 6 feet. Making a total of 709 tons. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. C. E. PARKER, Master's Assistant. 





Inclosure 15 in No. 203. 
Commander Oldfield to Captain Crawford. 

Sir, “ Zyra,” Zanzibar, April 9, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to report that being in my gig at or about 1°30 p.m., yesterday, off Mtony, distant 
three to four miles from the anchorage, Zunzibar, I was fired on by two dhows, and after a running fight (at a 
distance of from ten to seventy yards) of about thirty minutes, I succeeded in running alongside, and 
carrying one. 

Her consort, I regret to say, succeeded in escaping, in consequence of the favourable strength and direction 
of the wind, but not before I had succeeded in killing and wounding some six or eight of her crew. 

‘The crew, numbering eighteen or twenty, were of the Beni Boo Ali tribe of Arabs, and were allowed to 
escape on shore by swimming, as I had, at the moment of carrying her, hoped to have secured her consort. 

No colours or papers were found on board. 

Her fittings as a slaver were as follows :— 
. A slave-deck, upwards of 25 feet long. 
. A quantity of matting. 
. A quantity of coarse rice, such only as is given to slaves. 
. Three large water-tanks. 
. Two large cooking-pots (metal). 

The only casualty amongst my gig’s crew, although very severely attacked, was Geo. Games, A.B., slightly 
wounded from a splinter. 

On board the dhow, the casualties were two killed and two severely wounded. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) R. B, OLDFIELD. 


ee 


Inclosure 16 in No 203. 
Commander Oldfield to Captain Crawford. 


Sir, “Lyra,” Zanzibar, April 11, 1861. 

I ILAVE the honour to inform you that His Highness the Sultan, at 4 p.m. this day, delivered into my 
hands two slave-dhows, one: the property of the Sooree, and the other of the Joasmee, or other Northern 
Arabs, on the grounds that they had been detected with slaves on board in this harbour (Zanzibar) yesterday 
morning. , 

T i. dhows, on being towed alongside, were found with the following fitments on board :— 

1. Slave platforms made of rattan ; one 32 feet long, and the other 40 feet. 

2. A quantity of matting. 

3. ‘The one three large tanks and the other four. 

4. The one two large metal cooking-pots, and the other three, capable of cooking for eighty and one hundred 
people respectively. 

Her Majesty's Consul and myself observed the slaves on board these dhows on the reas. 3 of yesterday at 
6°30, and brought the same to the notice of His Highness the Sultan, who sent an officer to make seizure of the 
dhows, their crews, and the slaves. I regret to say that of the many slaves on board at the time of our first 
observation of this irregularity, 6 only were discovered by the officer sent by His Highness; and these, together 
with the vessels, he sent, and requested me to receive and dispose of, as I might consider most in accordance with 
the spirit of his Treaty with us for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

A public exhibition being by me considered expedient, I destroyed both vessels by fire in the part of the 
harbour most conspicuous from the quarter of the town inhabited by the Joasmee and the other piratical and slave- 


dealing Arabs. 
T have, &c. 


(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 
| 





Inclosure 17 in No. 203. 
Commander Oldfield to Captain Crawford. 


Sir, “Lyra,” Zanzibar, April 12, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that in the harbour of Zanzibar, between the hours of 2°30 and 4 p.m. this 
day, I made seizure of three dhows, the property of certain Northern Arabs, fitted for the Slave Trade. 

Their fittings were as follows :— 
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(No. 1.) 

1, A slave platform of rattan 38 feet long. 

2. Three very large tanks. 

3. A quantity of coarse matting. 

4. Two large cooking metal pots capable of cooking for upwards of 100 persons. 

5. Twelve bags of coarse rice such as is used in the feeding of slaves. 

No colours or papers were found on board. The crew of this vessel numbered 25, and were of the Beni 
Boo Ali or other Northern Arab tribe. 


(No. 2.) 

. A slave platform of rattan 45 feet long. 
. Three large water-tanks. 
. A number (twenty) of earthenware pots such as are used in slave-dhows. 
. Three metal pots capable of cooking for 100 to 150 people. 
. A quantity of coarse matting. 

No colours or papers were found on board. The crew numbered 18, and were, I think, of the Joasmee tribe 
of Arabs. 


Ob om = 


(No. 3.) 
1. A slave platform of rattan 40 feet long. 
2. Four large water-tanks. 
3. A large quantity of matting. 
4. Three large metal cooking pots capable of cooking for 100 to 150 people. 
No papers or colours were found on board. Part of the crew of this vessel deserted ; the remainder, numbering 
15 were of the Beni Boo Ali or Joasmee tribe of Arabs. 


These seizures were made at the request and under the authority of His Highness the Sultan. 
The crews are detained as prisoners, and will be landed out of His Highness’s dominions. 
These dhows being unfitted for a voyage to the port of adjudication were destroyed by fire. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





Inclosure 18 in No. 203. 
Commander Oldfield to Captain Crawford. 


: “ Lyra,” Zanzibar, April 13, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in the harbour of Zanzibar, between the hours of 3 and 4 p.m. this 
day, I made seizure of two dhows, the property of certain Northern Arabs, fitted for the Slave Trade. 
Their fittings were as follows :— 


Sir 


(No. 1.) 


1. A slave-platform, 25 feet long, made of rattan. 

2. Three water-tanks. 

3. Three large rolls of coarse matting. 

4. Two large cooking-pots, metal, capable of cooking for 100 persons. 

No colours, papers, or crew were found on board. 

From her build and fitments, I have reason to believe this dhow belongs to the Beni Boo Ali tribe of 
Arabs. 


(No. 2.) 


1, A slave-platform, made of rattan, 32 feet long. 
2. A quantity of matting. 
No papers, colours, or crew were found on board. 
Three large water-tanks, that had been on board the day previous at 3 p.M., when the officer of His Highness 
the Sultan pointed out her fitments as those of a slaver, were found to have been —— 
, hava, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





Inclosure 19 in No. 203. 
Lieutenant Waby to Commander Oldfield. 


Sir, “ Lyra,” off Chak-chak, April 14, 1861. 

IN pursuance of orders from you dated the 11th April, I proceeded in the gig, with a crew of five men and one 
boy, to search the harbour of Chak-chak, where I found two dhows, one a small Pemba dhow, which I released, and 
the other a large dhow, entirely fitted for the Slave Trade, manned by a crew of fourteen or fifteen Sooree Arabs, 
all of whom were armed. 

I told them to lay their arms down. Some did so, but the others refused, and seeing a large number of 
armed men running down to the Point (off which the dhow was anchored), and embarking, I threatened them, 
and told them I had more men coming in other boats, on which, giving a yell, they attacked us with their swords, 
and it was not until we had shot four and wounded several, driving the remainder overboard, that we obtained 
possession. I then immediately towed her out of range of the musketry of the men on shore, 

Her fitments were as follows :— 

1. Five tanks, full of fresh water, containing at least 3} tons. 

2. Wood placed to form a level deck. 

3. Twenty large mats fo: covering ditto. 
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4. Two large copper boilers, measuring respectively 2 feet 8 inches in diameter and 1 fvot 2 inches in depth; 
and 2 feet in diameter and 1 foot in depth. 

5. A large oven for baking, and an extremely large cooking-range. 

6. Tkirty or forty bags of negro-rice. 

7. Twenty or thirty bags of dates. 

8. Ten or fifteen bags of calavances. 

Her measurement was as follows :— 

Length over all, 78 feet; breath, extreme, 15 feet ; depth of hold, 12 feet. 

Poop: length, 18 feet; breadth, 12 feet; depth, 3 feet 6 inches. 

During the attack I received a sword-cut on each arm. No other casualties occurred on our side. 

I destroyed her in the evening, after searching her thoroughly. One pair of slave-irons were found on 
board. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. D. WABY. 





Inclosure 20 in No. 203. 


Mr. Me Conachy to Commander Oldfield. 
Sir, “ Lyra,” Wasseen, April 18, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to iuform you that on the afternoon of the 17th instant, being in charge of the second 
whaler of Her Majesty's ship under your command, I made seizure of a slave-dhow belonging to Sooree Arabs, off 
the entrance of Wasseen River, latitude 4° 38’ 25'' south, and longitude 39° 25’ east, destroying her by fire on the 
evening of the same day. 

My reasons for so acting being as follows, viz. :— 

1. The dhow was run on shore off the entrance of Wasseen River to avoid being boarded, and the crew having 
deserted her, leaving only 7 out of the 3C slaves she originally had on board, and for the carrying of whom a 
slave-platform was formed out of the small cargo of wood she had on board. 

2. I found neither the Sultan’s pass nor any colours on board. 

3. A large quantity of cocoa-nuts, some rice and dgtes, three large wooden tanks filled with water, a large 
cooking range, and a quantity of matting. 

4. The 7 persons on board, 1 of whom was in irons, gave me perfectly to understand that they were slaves, 
and that they had been stolen by the Sooree crew, which consisted of some forty men. 

5. The dhow being on shore, night setting in, knowing that the Sooree crew were not far off, and a night 
attack not improbable, I thought it advisable to destroy her, and after taking a strict measurement of her, I did so 
by fire. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. W. McCONACHY, Master's Assistant. 


Dimensions of Dhow. 


Length over all, 66 feet ; extreme breadth, 16} fect ; depth of hold, 13 feet. 
Poop :—Length, 18} feet ; breadth, 14 feet ; depth, 5 feet: making a tonnage of 164% tons. 
(Signed) Cc. W. McCONACHY, Master's Assistant. 





, Inclosure 21 in No. 203. 
Commander Oldfield to Captain Crawford. 


Sir, ‘ “ Lyra,” Wasseen, April 18, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that ] made seizure at 8 P.M. yesterday of a slave dhow, manned by a 
crew of Sooree Arabs, but not entitled to the protection of any flag or nation, no papers or colours being found on 
board. 

The grounds on which this seizure was made were as follows :— 

1. A slave-deck, 45 feet long. 

2. Nine pairs of slave-irons. 

3. Twenty bags of coarse rice, such only as is used in the feeding of slaves. 

4. Twelve large cooking-pots, metal, capable of cooking for 300 people. 

The seizure was made in Wasseen Roads, latitude 4° 39’ south, longitude 39° 28’ east. 

The crew, consisting of about thirty Soorees, deserted with the exception of ten between the time of being 
boarded at 7 p.m. and taking possession of at 8 p.m. ri * 

ave, &c. 


(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





Inclosure 22 in No. 203. 
Commander Oldfield to Captoin Crawford. 


Sir, “ Lyra,’ Zanzibar, April 5, 1861. 

I HAVE, with regret, to report the repulse of the second and third whalers of Her Majesty’s ship under my 
command by a piratical slave dhow, manned by upwards of sixty Northern Arabs. 

The circumstances of the case are as follows :— 

The second and third whalers, in charge of Mr. George A. Magee, gunner, and manned collectively by a 
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crew of twelve men, were cruizing off Mtony, distant three to four miles north of this anchorage, Zanzibar, for 
the purpose of intercepting slavers known to run their cargoes constantly of a night from out of this harbour. 

At or about 11 p.m. yesterday, Mr. Magee on observing a dhow running to the northward past Mtony, 
hailed her to heave-to, upon which he was fired upon. Mr. Magee seeing that the dhow was manned by a crew 
of some sixty men and upwards, engaged her at a distance of about 100 yards for some twenty minutes; at the 
expiration of which time he judged that he had so far intimidated the enemy that he might carry her, boarded ; 
and, although he succeeded in gaining a footing on the poop with some of his men, and maintaining his hold for 
some five to ten minutes, he was at length driven with his men into the second whaler, the third whaler having 
been stove by a kedge, or some heavy substance, having been hove into her by the enemy. 

Out of the few men who obtained a footing, the casualties were as follows :— 

John Granger, chief boatswain’s-mate. severe sabre cut on left arm. 

William Poole, captain foretop, severe sabre cut on left arm and head. 

Henry Scott, A.B., severe sabre cut on head. 

Had Mr. G. A. Magee made use of fire-arms after boarding, no doubt exists in my mind that he would 
without difficulty have maintained his footing, as little opposition was shown on his first boarding; the loss of 
some twenty men, previous to being boarded, having at the moment in a very great measure broken their spirit 
of resistance. 

The cargo of this slaver consisted of upwards of 90 souls. 

During the latter end of March and early part of April, dhows, the property of the Arabs from Pirate Coast, 
in the Persian Gulf, run large numbers of slaves (3,000 to 4,000) from this port, the greater portion of which 
are stolen from the subjeets of His Highness the Sultan; the Traffic in Slaves, even when purchased, being in 
contradiction of the Treaties between Great Britain and the Chiefs of Pirate Coast, Persian Gulf, 1820, 1847, 
and with His Highness the Sultan, October 1845. 

I have, therefore, had since my arrival here on the 19th ultimo, two boats rowing guard outside the harbour, 
night and day, hoping thereby to check this illegal traffic. With the small means at my disposal I do not expect 
to stop it, knowing that with very few (if auy) exceptions, the officers of His Highness the Sultan connive at the 
Traffic, and very many participate in the profits of it. 

Her Majesty's Political Agent and Consul, Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, has remonstrated most strongly with 
His Highness the Sultan on the gross violation of the Treaties between His Highness and Her Majesty, but with 
no avail. His Highness neither appears to wish to check the gross misconduct on the part of his own Ministers 
and subjects, or the acts of piracy and murder of the Northern Arabs. 

Strong and-stringent measures have been, therefore, called for from Her Majesty’s Political Agent and 
myself. 


4 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





No. 204. 
Captain Crawford to Vice-Admiral Sir H. Bruce. 


Sir, “« Sidon,” Portsmouth, February 12, 1862. 

IN compliance with the directions contained in your Memorandum of the Ist 
instant, relative to a complaint made by the French Commodore on the East Coast 
of Africa, I beg to offer the following explanation, for their Lordships’ infor- 
mation; 

On the night of the 16th August, 1861, Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘Sidon” was off 
Boyanna Bay, in the Mozambique Channel, under all plain sail on the starboard 
tack ; head south-4-west ; moderate breeze at west-south-west ; night fine; moon 
in the end of first quarter, showing occasionally. At 10°15 p.m. I observed a light 
on port beam, which proved to be that of a steamer rapitily coming up from the 
leeward, standing to the north-westward. Supposed the stranger to be either a 
slaver, or one of Her Majesty’s cruizers under my orders, and desiring to speak to 
her, bore down to leeward with this intention. ‘Fired a blank cartridge to attract 
her notice, and sent a boat, under Lieutenant Shuckburgh, to communicate. 
‘“‘Sidon” being under sail only, prompt action was the only prospect afforded of 
achieving this result. Stranger stopped for a few seconds, and when the boat 
hailed to inquire what ship it was, she in return demanded the name of “Sidon,” 
which was given by Lieutenant Schuckburgh, upon which the stranger replied in 
angry tones, ‘“ This is the French Commodore—what did you fire for?” and passed 
rapidly on without affording the Lieutenant an opportunity of explaining matters; 
niheeiien Lieutenant Schuckburgh would have stated that no person on board the 
‘* Sidon ” could possibly be acquainted with her nationality. 

2. From the above facts their Lordships will perceive that I had not sufficient 
data to cause me to think the matter of sufficient importance to necessitate an 
official Report on the subject to my Commander-.in-chief. 

3. I may be permitted to observe, that in the particular service on which Her 
Majesty’s ship under my command was engaged on the occasion referred to, the use 
of lights is neither customary nor expedient. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) . R. B. CRAWFORD. 
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No. 205. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Narcissus,’ Simon’s Bay, February 20, 1862. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 14th December last, relative to a com- 
pet of the French Government against the proceedings of the crews of ‘Her 
Majesty’s ships on the coast of Zanzibar in September last, I beg to acquaint you, 
for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that, prior to the 
receipt of your letter, | had ordered an inquiry to be made into the circumstances 
alleged; and by my latest accounts the dhows in question have not been adjudi- 
cated. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





No. 207. 
Captain Bickford to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


“« Narcissus,” at Sea, Lat. 21° 11’ S., Long. 42° 43’ E., 
, June 22, 1862. 

{ HAVE the honour to inform you that this afternoon a suspicious sail was 
sighted from the mast-head on our weather-beam, standing to the southward, whilst 
Her Majesty’s ship bearing your flag was standing to the northward. By your 
direction the course was altered to intercept the stranger, and steam got up to 
enable us to close her before dark. 

At 6 p.m., as night set in, we came up with the chase, and unable to see any 
colours, I sent Acting Lieutenant George E. Price, accompanied by Mr. Edward R. 
Foster, Acting Sub-Lieutenant, both of this ship, in a cutter, to examine her, as 
from her locality and other circumstances I suspected her to be engaged in the Slave 
Trade. 

The visiting officers’ report [ have the honour to inclose for your infor- 
mation, and it appears that the vessel proved to be the French barque “ Indéfati- 
gable,” of Bourbon, the master of which had no complaints to make, and was very 
civil in giving the information you were so desirous of ascertaining as to where the 
French Commodore might be found. 

I have, &c. 
‘ (Signed) J. G. BICKFORD. 
** Narcissus,” at Sea, Lat. 21° 22’ S., Long. 42° 30’ E., 
: June 22, 1862. 

Forwarded for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

From the circumstances of this vessel standing to the southward, on the Mada- 
gascar coast of the Mozambique Channel, and her not heaving-to after the first 
blank cartridge was fired, | was induced to suspect that she was an illegal trader, 
and was taking her then course to evade the cruizers on the East Coast of 
Africa. 

As there was no probability of catching her before nightfall, I directed steam 
to be got up. On coming up with her after dark, no colours having been previously 
seen, a boat was detached to discover her nationality, and she proved to be the 
French barque “Indéfatigable,” of Bourbon, as described in the accompanying 


letter. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





Inclosure in No. 207. 


Acting Lieutenant Price to Captain Bickford. 


“ Narcissus,” at Sea, Lat. 21° 22! S., Long. 42° 30’ E., 
Sir, June 22, 1862. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in pursuance of your order, I boarded the ship named in the margin,* 
and that I found as follows :— 


? ® « LIndéfatigable.” 
Crass A. 4A 
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That she is the French barque named “ L'Indéfatigable,” belonging to the Isle of Bourbon, and that she is 
employed in picking up a cargo of hides and maize at the various ports on the West Coast of Madagascar. 

That she left the River Mandeloule on the 20th instant, and is now bound to St. Augustine's Bay. 

Ilaving correct papers, log, and colours, and there being nothing in any way suspicious about her, she was 
allowed to proceed. 

That, before leaving, I offered to notice the fact of his having been boarded in his log, which he declired ; 
and I also asked him if he had any complaint to inake against the proceedings ; to which the Captain replied that 
he had none whatever, 

The Captain informed me that he had met and been boarded by the “Ariel” (or an English corvette answering 
to her description), on the 5th March, in Bembatooka Bay ; and that he had also found there an American barque 
taking in the same cargo as himself. 

That he believed the French Commodore was at present at Nos Beh, and that two French men-of-war were 
expected to visit St. Augustine’s Bay about this time. 

That, on the 20th instant, on standing out from his anchorage in latitude 20° 38! south, he saw a large barque 
standing along shore to the northward; that she showed no colours, and, being four or five miles from him, he 
could not ascertain her character. 

I have, &e 
(Signed) EDW. E. PRICE. 





No. 208. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Narcissus,” at Johanna, July 5, 1862. 

REFERRING to your letter of the 8th November, 1861, and to the inclosure 
therein, viz., a communication from Sir George Grey, late Governor at the Cape 
of Good Hope, to the Duke of Newcastle, dated the 18th June, 1861, upon the 
subject of Mr. Sunley, Her Majesty’s Consul at the Comoro Islands, employing 
upon his sugar plantations at Johanna slaves hired from Arab slave-holders, I beg to 
acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that 
it is true that Mr. Sunley does so obtain labourers; but it is right that | should 
mention that he informed me he paid wages both to the slave and the owner at the 
same time, and whilst they are in his employment they are treated as free labourers 
would be. 

| inclose a copy of a letter from Captain Alan Gardner, of Her Majesty's ship 
* Orestes,” on this subject. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





Inclosure in No. 208. 
Captain Gardner to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, * Orestes,” Johanna, July 3, 1862. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 22nd April, directing me to report on certain 
allesations made by Mr. Sunley, Her Majesty’s Consul for these Islands, that the French import slaves from 
the Comoro Islands to Mayotte and Nos Beh under the designation of free labourers. Also on the alleged use of 
the French flag by British cruizers engaged in watching Arab dhows. 

Attached to your letter are several papers, being copies of letters from the Secretary of the Admiralty, from 
Mr, Layard, Mr. Sunley, Lord Cowley, Mr. Hutton, Sir George Grey, Earl Russell, and M. Thouvenel, on these 
subjects, and on that of Mr. Sunley’s employing slave-labour on his sugar plantation. 

I would observe that the assertion in M. Thouvenel’s letter that in the Islands of Comoro, and Johanna, and 
Mohilla, slavery does not exist is very incorrect, for in these islands a considerable number of the population are 
slaves, and although owing to the continued presence of Her Majesty's Consul, and the occasional visit of British 
cruizers, the Slave Trade has been almost entirely stopped at Johanna, I believe that a considerable number of 
slaves are brought from the mainland to Comoro and Mohilla in dhows (some of which carry the French flag) to 
Mayotte and Nos Beh, under the name of “ engagés.” 

With regard to the use of the French flag I have ascertained that it has been used by two or, perhaps, more 
of the eruizers as a disguise for the purpose of approaching vessels suspected of being slavers, but that they have 
never opened fire with that flag flying, which would be illegal. 

It is a fact that Mr. Sunley employs indiscriminately free men and slaves on his plantation, but they come to 
him for hire, and I understand are treated with kindness. He probably would find a difficulty in carrying on the 
sugar estate with free labour alone in present state of the population; and without this, or some other occupation, 
could not maintain himself on the island, where he acts as a very useful English Agent, without which the Native 
Government would probably fall to pieces, or become entirely subject to French ciew 

rave, &e. 
(Signed) ALAN GARDNER. 
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No. 209. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Narcissus,”’ at Johanna, July 5, 1862. 

REFERRING to your letter dated the 8th of November, 1861, containing 
several inclosures relative to the allegations made by Mr. Sunley, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at the Comoro Island, “that French agents introduce slaves into thos¢ 
Islands from the African Coast to be eventually transferred as free labourers to the 
French Colony of Nos Bé,” on which subject | am to make inquiries, and particu- 
larly as to the use of the French flag by British cruizers employed in watching 
Arab vessels suspected of being engaged in Slave Trade, I request you will be 
pleased to inform my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that, on my visit to 
this island, I have ascertained that the circumstances related in Mr. Sunley’s letter- 
dated May 2. 1861, to Earl Russell, are substantially correct. 

1 further learnt, from the highest authority at Johanna, that two months ago 
five dhows had embarked full cargoes of slaves a few miles to the northward of 
Mozambique, at Conducia, and conveyed them under the French flag to Mohilla, 
where they were landed, and after remaining a short time on that island they were 
to be removed to the French Settlements at Mayotte and Nos Bé as free Jabourers. 

This scheme has revived the Slave Trade between the East Coast of Africa 
and the Comoro I[slands to a very serious extent; and the official authorities of the 
French Settlements cannot but be fully aware of it. 

With regard to M. Thouvenel’s statement, “ that the recruitment system is 
allowed and maintained between the Comoro Islands and the French Settlements 
at Mayotte and Nos Bé, because slavery does not exist in those islands,” I am 
informed that two-thirds of the labouring population of these islands are slaves, 
the majority of whom have been surreptitiously conveyed thither from the East 
Coast of Africa by native vessels and Arab dhows, some of which have carried the 
French flag. 

The great demand of the above-named French Colonies for free labourers from 
the Comoro Islands could not be met unless this abominable subterfuge was 
resorted to; and the inducement offered by the French agents is so remunerative 
that the cupidity of the Chiefs, who are poor, is stimulated to prefer this contraband 
to legitimate trade. 

It will be seen by reference to the chart that M. Thouvenel’s assertion, “ that 
Nos Bé belongs to the same Archipelago as the Comoro [slands,” is quite a mistake, 
as the island lies close to Madagascar, of which its inhabitants were a part and 

arcel. 

J Referring to the use of the French flag by Her Majesty’s cruizers to watch 
Arab dhows suspected of being engaged in Slave Trade, I find that the signal-flag 
No. 2 has been occasionally hoisted for the purpose of approaching such vessels, 
but only when cruizing between Comoro and the East Coast of Africa, where there 
is reason to suspect that the French ensign may be fraudulently used by them. 
M. Thouvenel observes that the Arabs do not mistrust the sight of the French flag ; 
that is quite true, because their pursuits, whether lawful or not, are not questioned 
by it, and this is a reason for their using it, without a right, sometimes, which 
makes it necessary for our cruizers to visit them for the purpose of verifying their 
nationality; but none of Her Majesty’s ships have fired under such circumstances. 
Where the pursuits of both nations are so well known as they are on the East 
Coast of Africa, I cannot see that the French merchant-vessels are likely to sutfer 
from pillage, especially by the Arabs, who have such confidence in the flag of that 
nation. 

In conclusion, I would remark that whilst such encouragement is given to the 
Slave Trade by the so-called Recruitment System, it gives little hope for the 
advancement, of legal commerce, or of Christianity and civilization, in the Comoro 
Islands ; and I should be glad to receive their Lordships’ instructions as to whether 
the few Chiefs of these Islands are to be permitted to continue their unlawful 
practices with impunity. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 
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No. 210. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Narcissus,”’ off Melinda, July 16, 1862. 

I REQUEST you will inform my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that 
on my visit to Zanzibar | took occasion to make inquiries as to the nature and 
extent of the Northern Slave Trade, which has become so notorious in that neighbour- 
hood, and to which my attention was called by Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, in a 
letter | submitted to their Lordships on the 19th of August last year, and J] now 
inclose another copy thereof. 

2. 1 am sorry to say that I find that the Treaty with the Sultan of Zanzibar 
for the abolition of the export of slaves from his dominions is a dead letter. I have 
learnt that several foreign ships have obtained cargoes of slaves thence ; and there 
is, besides, an enormous ‘Traffic in human flesh openly and shamelessly carried on in 
Zanzibar, Arabs from Muscat and other parts of Arabia were purchasing slaves 
of both sexes in the great market of that town for exportation, even whilst | was 
there, and there appeared to be no check whatever to such proceedings, although 
positively prohibited by the Treaty. 

3. As an instance of the boldness with which this trade is conducted, I received 
information in Zanzibar, that four Muscat dhows, which had lately shipped full 
cargoes of slaves under the windows of the Sultan’s palace in that port, were tlien 
Iving at Melinda refitting, and waiting for moderate weather to prosecute their 
voyage to Arabia. I caused the Sultan to be informed of these circumstances, but 
His Highness expressed ignorance of them, and only promised investigation. I 
therefore determined to ascertain the truth; but ran down to Melinda in my flag- 
ship, accompanied by the tender; there we found one of the vessels, measuring 
175 tons, undergoing repairs ; the other three had sailed the day previously, taking 
the cargo of the fourth dhow with them. The chicf man of the place readily admitted 
that these dhows had arrived from Zanzibar with their human freights, and stated 
that he could not prevent their remaining, as he had no means of driving them away. 
He pointed out the above-mentioned vessel as one of them, and as she had all her 
slave-littings in, without papers or colours, the boats burnt her. The ‘“ Penguin ” 
then proceeded in chase of the others. 

Under these glaring circumstances, I submit whether the time has not come 
for Her Majesty’s Government to take some strong measures to enforce the Sultan 
to adhere to the Treaties made with his father, the late Imaum of Muscat, for the 
entire prohibition of the export of slaves; and, furthermore, to abolish the Slave 
Trade in his territories, as I feel confident that, until this is done, no other means 
will stop it, and civilization and Christianity cannot progress in that quarter. 

The utmost exertions have been made with the united force at my command 
during the last eighteen months to arrest this great northern illicit Traffic; and a 
severe blow has been inflicted on it by the ‘‘ Lyra” and “Gorgon,” and their boats, 
which have captured no less than sixty dhows employed therein. 

. I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





Captain Crawford to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Redford, Moy, Ireland, September 18, 1862. 

IN acknowledging the receipt of vour letter dated the 11th instant, relative to 
the Turkish Government having advanced a claim for 12,000/. on behalf of the 
owners of the “ Bashair,” captured and destroyed by Her Majesty’s ship ‘“ Sidon,” 
under my command, I have in reply the honour to acquaint you, for the information 
of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the ‘‘ Bashair” was a very old 
Arab dhow of slight construction, carvel built, the sheathing only one inch thick, 
which, with the timbers, were very decayed ; her fastenings iron nails turned at the 
points instead of rivets. 

This vessel was 140 tons, and in my opinion her value was not over 30s. 
per ton. Mr. George Abbett, the carpenter of “Sidon,” a very intelligent 
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officer, I believe, examined the “ Bashair,” and most probably can give a defined 
statement as to her rotten bad state, and the weakness of her original build. 

I would most respectfully solicit their Lordships’ attention to the important 
facts that the ‘* Bashoir.” when detained, was sailing away from Zanzibar with 
slaves and slave-irons, as testified by the slaves themselves when under examination 
before the Vice-Admiralty Court, Mauritius. She was also, by admission of the 
Court, clearly proved to be sailing under the Zanzibar flag, and to have been built at 
Shair, in the jurisdiction of the Imaum of Muscat. She possessed no flag or colours 
whatever to identify her with the Turkish nation. It was likewise proved in Court 
that the “ Bashair” had prior to her capture by “Sidon,” made several trips with 
slaves. Although, as admitted in Court by Mr. Lionel, Counsel for the ‘ Bashair’s” 
defence, her proceedings in the late instance were supported by the East India Agent 
and British Consul, Lieutenant-Colonel C. P. Rigby. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 211. 
Mr. Abbett to Commander Peile. 


Sir, “ Royal Adelaide,” Hamoazr, September 23, 1862. 
IN obedience to your instructions of this date, to report for the information of the Senior Officer what | 
consider was the value of the Arab dhow “ Bashair,” captured and destroyed by the “ Sidon,” for being engaged 
in the Slave Trade, ] have the honour to state that 1 am of opinion her value was from 25s. to 3Os. per ton. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE ABBETT, Carpenter 


Crass A, 4B 
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No. 212. 
Rear- Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “* Nile,” at Bermuda, March 8, 1862. 

I BEG to transmit, for their Lordships’ information, a despatch from Captain 
Hillyar, of Her Majesty’s ship “Cadmus,” dated the 10th ultimo, and its inclosure, 
giving details of his having captured, on strong suspicion of being engaged in the 
Slave Trade, a schooner named the ‘“ Laura,’’ under British colours, and with a° 
provisional British registry from Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Havana. $s 

2. Captain Hillyar subsequently reports to me, under date of the 17th ultimo, 
that on Wednesday, the 12th instant, the ‘captain, officers, and crew of the 
brig ‘Laura’ were convicted before the Magistrate, Mr. Black, of having been 
engaged in the Slave Trade, and removed to prison (bail refused), for trial at the 
Court to be held on the 4th March, 1862, and that myself and several other 
witnesses are bound over, with the penalty of 50/. each, to prosecute the said captain 
and crew in the name of Her Majesty on the 4th proximo. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILNE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 212. 
Captain Hillyar to Rear-Admiral Sir A. Milne, 


Sir, “ Cadmus,’ St. John’s, Antigua, February 10, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose for your information copies of an affidavit concerning the capture of the 
brig “ Zaura,” which will give you every information respecting her. 

Owing to her bad sailing on a wind, and to prevent detention, I got up steam on the afternoon of the 
22nd January, and took her in tow, arriving at English Harbonr, Antigua, on the morning of the 24th, when the 
cargo was cleared alongside dockyard for a general and efficient search being made as to its description. 

I immediately reported her arrival to the Governor, and commenced proceedings against her and crew in 
the Court at St. John’s. Up to this date they have been daily engaged at the Police Court, lodging criminal 
proceedings against the captain, officers, and crew for felony. The vessel and crew were placed in the Vice- 
Admiralty Prize Court the 7th February. 

On the 8rd instant, the wind being variable and light, I got up steam in two boilers, and with the brig in tow 
proceeded to St. John’s, where she was placed in charge of the Marshal of the Admiralty Court, one officer 
and four seamen remaining on board. Her sailing under the British colours will, 1 fear, make it a long and 
serious business, as the crew are at present confined in jail awaiting their trial. 

If 1 can‘ possibly get away, it is my intention to proceed to St. Thomas, for the purpose of getting more 
information concerning her, and of procuring provisions, which are not procurable at this port 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) li. S. HILLYAR. 








Inclosure 2 in No. 212. 
Affidavit of Captain Hillyar. 
In the Vice-Admiralty Court. 


Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the ship or vessel called the “Zaura,” whereof Nicolas Dionissis was 
Master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, stores, goods, wares, and merchandize seized by Henry Schank 
Hillyar, Esq., C.B., Captain of Her Majesty's ship “ Cadmus.” 

APPEARED personally Henry Schank Hillyar, Esq., C.B., Commander of Her Majesty's ship “ Cadmus,” 
and made oath :— 

That on Tuesday the 7th day of January instant he arrived with the said ship “Cadmus” at the Danish 
Island of St. Thomas, and on his landing at said Island of St. Thomas, he was met by Her Britannic Majesty's 
Consul, R. B. Lamb, at St. Thomas, who gave his deponent a letter which had been addressed by Joseph T. 
Crawford, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana, in the Island of Cuba, to him, the said 
R. B. Lamb, a copy of which said letter, and under the Consular seal of the Island of St. Thomas, is hereunto 
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annexed, and marked with the letter A, and that the said R. B. Lamb pointed out to this deponent the said brig 
“ Laura,” which was lying in the harbour of St. Thomas, at a short distance from Her Majesty’s said ship 
“Cadmus,” and as a vessel preparing and fitting out for a Slave Trade adventure; whereupon this deponent 
gave orders that the strictest watch should be kept upon the said brig, and that on the stern of the said brig, in 
painting, only the name “ Zaura,” without the name of her port of registry or any other port being added 
thereto. 

2. And he further made oath that the said brig took in and shipped large quantities, about 100 tons of 
goods and stores, at the said Island of St. Thomas, as will appear by the list of such goods and stores, hereunto 
annexed, and numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, as being five of the documents or papers delivered up relative to said 
brig. 

3. And he further made oath that the said brig got under way and sailed out of said harbour of St. Thomas 
at about half-past 6 o'clock on the morning of the 20th day of January instant, under British colours, and 
steered away on the port tack, the wind blowing at that time easterly, and that at about 10 o'clock on the 
morning of the same day this deponent, thinking that the said brig had got fairly to sea, and that he could cut 
her off and capture her before she could get into waters which would afford protection to her, weighed under all 
steam out of the said harbour of St. Thomas, and as soon as he got ouside the harbour, made all plain sail, the 
wind still being easterly, and the direction taken by him, this deponent, being south-east, and within a very 
short time after clearing the small islands in the neighbourhood of St. Thomas, this deponent caught sight of 
the said brig standing away and steering about south-east, she being at that time about eight or ten miles from 
Her Majesty’s said ship “‘ Cadmus,” and immediately upon catching sight of the said brig, this deponent gave 
chase to her, and that during the time that this deponent was chasing her, he noticed that twice the said 
brig altered her course as if for the purpose of increasing the brig’s speed and nearing the Island of St. Croix, 
and thereby obtaining the protection of the waters of that island, there having been no change of wind which 
rendered necessary such alteration of the said brig’s course, and that as often as the said brig altered her 
course, this deponent altered the course of Her Majesty's said ship “ Cadmus,” for the purpose of nearing the 
said brig, and that the said brig, seeing that Her Majesty's said ship ‘“‘ Cadmus’’ was nearing her very fast, cither 
tacked or wore and stood on the starboard tack; and upon closing the said brig, this deponent fired a blank gun 
to leeward, upon which the said brig’s mainsail was hauled up, and this deponent tacked, hailing the said brig, and 
at the same time directing the captain of the said brig to shorten sail and heave to, and this deponent told the 
captain of the said brig that an officer of Her Majesty's said ship “Cadmus” would be sent to board the said 
brig. 

‘ 4. And he further made oath that Neale Dottin Fonnereau Lillingston, Esq., the First Lieutenant of Her 
Majesty's said ship “ Cadmus,” received his orders from this deponent to board the said brig, examine her papers, 
and to report upon her papers and cargo, which the said Neale Dottin Fonnereau Lillingston accordingly did, and 
a true copy of his report is hereunto annexed, marked with the letter B, and which report this deponent verily 
believes to be correct. 

5. And he further made oath that the said brig had on board a certain amount of scantling and planks, 
which are of the length and description used for the purpose of fitting and preparing a spare or slave-deck, there 
being no account among the papers of said brig of such scantling or planks being on board thereof, and the captain 
of the said brig having no manifest of such scantling and planks as cargo shipped on board the said brig, the 
same having been shipped at St. Thomas, and that on a list of his goods and cargo being demanded from the 
captain of the said brig he made out such list and handed it to the First Lieutenant, Neale Dottin Fonnereau Jillingston, 
and is hereto annexed as one of the writings and documents delivered up relative to the said ship, and numbered. 

6. And he further made oath that there was found on board the said brig a certain quantity of fire-bricks and 
other bricks, such as he verily believes are commonly laid on the deck of vessels engaged in the African Slave 
Trade for the purpose of laying thereon the fire-places and fires at and by which the food for the slaves is cooked, 
and that there was also found on board the said brig certain iron bars which, with a common fish-kettie, would 
afford and be the means of cooking the food of slaves. 

7. And he further made oath that the said brig has on board three wooden tanks, each containing 600 gallons 
of water, and two more tanks of the same size in pieces, and ready to be set up for use, and nine casks, containing, 
on an average, 240 gallons of water each, the said brig thereby having water, and means of carrying water, ready 
at hand for immediate use to the extent of about 20 tons of water, which this deponent considers to be a far 
‘larger quantity of water than is required and usually carried on a legal and ordinary voyage by a merchantman. 

8. And he further made oath that on board the said brig were found 42 horns such as this deponent has 
been informed, and verily believes, are generally employed and used on board vessels engaged in the Slave Trade 
for the purpose of handing round water to the = a 

9. And he further made oatht hat on board the said brig “ Zaura” were found 121 pipes of rum, and 200 
barrels of rum, 1 box containing 10,000 cigars, 100 barrels of salt, which this deponent hath been informed, 
and verily believes, are staple articles of commerce for sale on the coast of Africa, and commonly and generally 
given as barter in the purchase of slaves on the said coast of Africa. 

10. And he further made oath, that the said Nicolas Dionissis, the Captain of the said brig “‘ Laura” (as 
this deponent hath been informed, and verily believes), said to the said First Lientenant, Neale Dottin Fonnereau 
Lillingston, in the presence of Alexander McKechaie, a midshipman of Her Majesty’s said ship “Cadmus,” that 
if he did not succeed in selling his cargo at the Swedish Island of St. Bartholomew, to which he was bound from 
St. Thomas, he should go on to St. Helena; and on being asked by the said Neale Dottin Fonnereau Lillingston 
if he, the said Nicolas Dionissis, supposed that he would find a market for the things he had on board the said 
brig at St. Helena, he, the said Nicolas Dionissis, then said in the presence of James Tugwell, a seaman on 
board Her Majesty's said ship “ Cadmus,” that he was not certain of going to St. Helena, he might go to Port of 
Spain, of the Island of Trinidad, and, in fact, the goods on board were shipped on speculation, and that he, the said 
Nicolas Dionissis, was looking for a market. é 

11. And he further made oath, that there was on board the said brig an American “jack,” and that this 
deponent hath been informed, and verily believes, that the said Nicolas Dionissis told the said Neale Dottin 
Fonnereau Lillingston that he had also on board an American ensign, which has not, however, been since found ; 
and that he hath been informed, and verily believes, that the said brig was purchased at Havana by her present 
Captain and owner, who this deponent hath been informed, and verily believes, has never before sailed under 
English colours, and that the reason of the said Nicolas Dionissis availing himself of an opportunity of sailing 
under English colours, was for the purpose of thereby obtaining protection from capture by the men-of-war of the 
Federal States of North America, the said brig being cigially a New Orleans vessel, and thus being ot and 
belonging to a port of the Confederate States of South America, and then liable to capture by a man-of-war of the 
Northern Federal States, in consequence of the war now being carried on between the said Federal and Confederate 
States. 
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12, And he further made oath, that the agreement for service made by the seamen engaged on board the said 
brig, as shown by the writing or document delivered up as relative to the said ship, and hereto annexed, and marked 
with the letter, is not such as this deponent hath been informed is legal and usual, there not being specified 
in such agreement for what particular vovage or for what space of time the said seamen are to serve on board the 
said brig ‘* Laura,” and that on the said brig “ Zaura” being seized by this deponent, there were found on board 
of her two men more than the number mentioned in the muster-roll subjoined to the said agreement of the seamen 
to serve on board the said brig, and whose names are not mentioned in the said muster-roll, as this deponent can 
discover. ' 

13. And he further made oath, that the said brig is built and fitted up in the most finished and expensive 
style, and wholly unsuited to trading among the islands, and that the whole of the said brig’s cargo and general 
equipment is suitable and usual in vessels engaged in the African Slave Trade, and that the rate of wages payable 
to the cook and steward especially, and to the crew of the said brig, as appears from the said brig’s articles, is 
extravagantly high, and much above the rate of wages in the legal mercantile marine. 

14. And he further made oath, that it appears from the report annexed hereto, and marked E, made to him 
by the carpenter of the said “ Cadmus,” and which report he verily believes to be correct, that the scantling and 
planks and boards found on board said brig corresponds in quantity and length to length and breadth of said brig, 
and of the area of her holds and her requirements for a second or slave deck, and that the crew of the said brig 
slept on deck in bunks fitted up for the purpose, and not in the forecastle as is usual in merchant-vessels, thus 
having more room for a second or slave deck ; and that there was on board said brig a large supply of new canvass, 
and that this would answer instead of matting for slaves to sit upon, and several hundred of empty demijohns, which 
could be used for landing the rum on board, thus leaving the casks and barrels containing that rum available for 
water. 

15. And he further made oath, that the hatches of the said brig are not divided into two parts or portions, as 
is usually the case on board ordinary merchant-vessels engaged on a legal Traffic, but that the main hatchway is 
covered in by means of four divisions or pieces, thereby affording the Captain an opportunity of removing one of 
such pieces for the purpose of admitting air to the hold or lower deck of the said brig, without having too great an 
opening, which this deponent hath been informed, and verily believes, would be one of the methods adopted for 
ventilating the deck or space on or in which would be placed and confined the slaves. 

16. And he further made oath, that among the papers delivered up by the said Captain of said brig, annexed 
hereto as delivered up, is the Provisional Registry (marked F) of said brig, under the seal of Her Britannic 
Majesty's Consul-General for the Island of Cuba, and the declaration of ownership annexed thereto, whereby it 
appears that the said brig is registered as a British vessel; and the said Dionissis declared himself a British subject 
and sole owner and master of said vessel. 

17. And he further made oath, that among the papers delivered up by the said Captain of the said brig is the 
papers or clearance from St. Thomas, annexed hereto, as delivered up and marked with the letter ; and that 
it appears from said clearance that the said brig left St. Thomas laden with provisions and salt for the Island of 
St. Bartholomew; and that no mention is made in said clearance of the various other articles hereinbefore as 
mentioned ; that upon the seizure of the said brig the hatches were fastened down according to the regulations of 
the service, and the hold thereby rendered secure and inaccessible as was supposed, and that the Captain of the 
said brig and his officers were allowed to remain on board, and use his cabin; but that lately a private and 
unsuspected communication through a sliding or panel door was discovered, between the Captain’s cabin in said 
brig and that part of said brig which in slave-vessels fitted up with a lower or slave deck forms the compartment 
in which the female slaves are confined, and that such 2 communication is usual and customary in slave-vessels, 
and made for the purpose of enabling the Captains of slaves to be familiar with such of the female slaves as they 
may fancy ; but that such a communication between the Captain's cabin and the hold is unknown in vessels of the 
legal mercantile marine, and that through this private mode of communication the Captain of the said brig has had 
access to the hold thereof, and an easy mode of destroying evidence which might contribute materially to the 
condemnation of the said brig as a slaver. 

18. And he further made oath, that there was also found on board said brig a very large and undue supply of 
firewood ; and that all the papers and documents delivered up by the said Captain of the said brig are annexed 
hereto as delivered up, and among the rest one, marked G, purporting to be a receipt for 4,500 dollars, as the 
purchase money of the said brig, then bearing the name of ** Ida Raynes,” and dated Havana, October 1861, but 
that such sum is much too small to represent the value of the said brig. 

19. And he further made oath, that annexed hereto, and marked with the letter H, as one of the papers and 
documents delivered up, is the log-book of the said brig, which commences with the departure of the said brig from 
the port of Havana on the 2nd of December last, 1861, and ends with the 25th of January, 1862, but that said log- 
book contains no mention of any cargo shipped there at Havana, or at St. Thomas; and that from the Ist 
day of January instant, on which, as appears from said log, the said brig arrived at St. Thomas, to the 
26th day of January instant, when said brig left St. Thomas, the said log is a blank, contrary to the customary 
and usual mode of keeping log on board a merchant-vessel. 

20. And he further made oath, that there are two hatchways on the said brig’s deck; one of these is 
new, very recently cut, and was not built in said ship, and quite unsuited to the purposes of loading” and 
unloading cargo, a large ship's beam traversing the centre of said hatchway; and said new hatchway is 
covered with a companion-hatch fitted with sliding-doors, and which would enable, and was intended to permit, 
the said hatchway to be kept open for ventilation in the heaviest sea, and thereby superseding the necessity 
for gratings being declared by law, as this deponent is advised and believes, primd facie evidence of the 
vessel in which they are used, being fitted for being employed in the African Slave Trade; and that the 
said vessel being manifestly fitted and equipped for being employed in the African Slave Trade, and her 
cargo, provisions, and supplies having been shipped for and suited to such employment contrary to the ‘laws 
enacted for and relating to the abolition of the Slave Trade, this deponent, the Captain of Her Majesty's 
said ship ‘“‘ Cadmus,” did thereupon seize the vessel and cargo, being authorized by his Commission in Her 
Majesty's navy so to do, as liable to forfeiture to Her Majesty, and brought the same into the port of 
English Harbour in this island. 

21. And he further made oath, that the papers, writings, and documents, hereunto annexed and marked with 
the respective letters and numbers hereinbefore mentioned are the whole of the papers, writings, and documents 
which were found on board or delivered up, relative to the said ship or cargo, and that they are in the 
same plight and condition as when received by this deponent, safing the numbering and lettering thereof, 
without any addition or subduction whatsoever. ; 

22. And lastly this deponent made oath, that it appears by the said ship’s papers that the said Nicolas 
Dionissis, the Captain of the said brig. 's the sole owner of said ship and cargo. 

On the 26th day of , 1862, the said Henry Schank Hillyar was sworn to the truth of this affidavit. 
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No. 213. 
Vice-Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) March 24, 1862. 

CAPTAIN HILLYAR, of the “ Cadmus,” under date the 12th instant, informs 
me, in regard to the case of the “Laura,” that on the 5th instant criminal proceed- 
ings were proceeded with (at Antigua) against the captain, officers, and crew of the 
brig “Laura,” before the Grand Jury, who found a true bill against them for 
felony. 

Proceedings are still going on in the Vice-Admiralty Court, which at the 
present very slow rate it is impossible to know when they will terminate. This 
day we have commenced to discharge the perishable cargo of the “ Laura,” in 
pursuance of an order given by the Judge. 

I beg to inclose a copy of a letter I sent to the Attorney-General in conse- 
quence of the delay. 

Trusting my proceedings will meet with your approval, &c. 





Inclosure in No. 213. 
Captain Hillyar to the Attorney-General, Antigua. 


Sir, “ Cadmus,” St. John's, March 8, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you, as Her Majesty's Attcrney-General. the very great and serious incon- 
venience which cecurs to Her Majesty’s service by the detention of Her Majesty's ship under my command being 
kent so long idle, waiting the trial of the officers and crew of the brig “ Zaura,” brought by me to this island 
for adjudication, as suspected of being engaged in the Slave ‘I'rade, under British colours, and against whom a 
true bill on all points was found by the Grand Jury on the 7th instant. 

I well know the difficulty of this case, but most earnestly remind you of the fact that the “ Cadmus” is the 
only man-of-war on this part of the station, and that in these critical times her presence is absolutely required 
in other parts, and that to further the good of Her Majesty's service the trial of the “ Laura,” captain, officers. 
and crew, should be brought to an issue at the earliest moment consistent with law. 

With regard to the perishable stores and cargo of the “ Laura,” I consider it right and just they should be 
landed and sold for the good of all parties concerned, but I must and do strongly protest against the landing of the 
bulk of the cargo, viz., nearly 400 pipes and barrels of rum, 100 barrels of salt and salt provisions, which are 
perfectly safe and in good condition on board the “ Zaura,” and which can only be landed at a very heavy cost, 
not only for stowage, but for damage done by landing, and which, should the “ Zaura” not be condemned, will 
have to be re-shipped at the cost of the Crown. 

I do not believe this has been properly brought to the notice of his Honour the Judge (Sir W. Snaggs), and 
have therefore to request that you will be pleased to lay this circumstance before him. 

A copy of this letter will be forwarded for the information of the Commander-in-chief, and of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. 8S. HILLYAR. 





No, 214. 
Vice-Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ** Nile,” at Bermuda, April 28, 1862. 

I BEG you will acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, with 
reference to your letter of the 2nd instant, and its inclosures, relative to the revival 
of the interest in Slave Trade expeditions amongst the Cubans, that, from the 
information therein furnished to me, and which I have derived from other sources 
entirely confirmatory of Mr. Consul-General Crawford’s views, I have considered 
that the disposable vessels on the station now admit of resuming, to some partial 
extent, the cruizing on the coast of Cuba, and purpose dispatching the “ Landrail ” 
on that service. 

I shall be careful, however, to caution her Commander to be most guarded in 
his proceedings so as not to infringe on the rights of those nations with whom we 
have no Treaty engagements, and in regard to those with whom we have, not on 
any account to overstep their provisions, or arrogate any right with he may not be 
clearly invested. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILNE. 





Crass A. 4C 
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No. 215. 
Commander Wilson to Commodore Dunlop. 


Sir, “ Spiteful,” at Sea, June 1, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that on my arrival at the port of Truxillo, 
on the evening of the 28th May, I found at anchor a screw-steamer under Spanish 
colours, which, from information received by me shortly after anchoring, I considered 
myself justified in believing to be a slaver. I immediately waited upon his Excel- 
lency the Governor, and made him acquainted with my suspicions. He admitted 
that the vessel was there under very suspicious circumstances, and stated that the 
reason she had not been ordered to quit the port was that, having so slight a force 
at his disposal, he could not enforce his orders. 

I informed him that | thought it was but right that her character should be 
properly ascertained, and the Governor at once agreed to her being searched, and 
appointed an officer then present to go on board, accompanied by Lieutenant Croke, 
for that purpose. 

I considered it my duty to take this step, believing her to be a slaver, from the 
following circumstance :— 

This vessel, | was informed, had arrived at Truxillo some eighteen days before 
in ballast, and immediately employed a number of men from the shore to clean out 
her holds, out of which a quantity of human excrement was reported to have been 
taken, and the ship cleansed throughout. Some ten days after she had been at 
anchor, a brigantine under Spanish colours made her appearance off the port, and, 
on a private signal being exchanged (consisting of a white flag with a black ball) 
between the steamer and herself, she immediately ran alongside and supplied the 
steamer with coals, provisions, and a new captain and crew ; the old crew were two 
afterwards despatched in two vessels belonging to Belize for Batabano, on the 
Cuban coast. I was informed by the Commandant’s Aide-de-camp that the steamer 
was employed as a cattle-vessel between Truxillo and Batabano; this, however, 
was evidently a mis-statement, seeing that only vessels with a very light draught of 
water can enter the latter-named port. She had also cleared out from. Matanzas 
for Matamoros, but had stated that she was endeavouring to get into an American 
port to ship a cargo of cotton, but she had been at sea for the space of ninety days, 
during which time there was no record whatever of her proceedings. 

Lieutenant Croke, by my directions, repaired on board the next day, accompanied 
by the officer appointed by the Governor for the purpose of searching her; a report 
of their proceedings I have the honour to inclose. 

On the afternoon of the 29th T had an interview with the Governor, and 
informed him, from the report I had received from these officers, my suspicions were 
more than confirmed ; and that afternoon I made the communication No. 2, to which, 
on the following day, I received his Excellency’s reply (Inclosure No. 3). It will 
be observed in the Governor's reply that he states Mr. Melhado had gone “ beyond 
his limits, and entirely changed the meaning of his words;” this 1 do not for a 
moment believe; if it were so, why did not the Aide-de-camp, who spoke English 
well, point it out on the spot? Again, with reference to the production of the 
ship’s log-book, the Governor assured me that he had not seen it, and that he did 
not know where it was. Further, he states in his letter that the reason of the 
vessel being supplied with coals, &c., and a new crew, was explained to me in the 
interview, which I must here most decidedly state is not the case, this having been 
a point which he was not only totally unable to explain away, but which he himself 
admitted was the very reason which had strongly excited his suspicions. It will 
also be seen that both captain and crew profess to be totally ignorant: of the 
name of the owner. 

I have the honour to inclose herewith the depositions of two of the most 
respectable merchants of the place, one of them being the American Consul. I 
also beg to forward copies of a correspondence which took place hetween myself and 
the Governor, and to state that, although. the conviction was strong in my mind 
that this vessel was not only a slaver, but that she was again fitting for a voyage 
to the coast of Africa, and that the authorities of the port were in connivance 
therewith, I yet did not consider it compatible with my duty to take it upon myself 
to seize this vessel while lying under the protection of the Honduranean fies, 

I consider it to be due to Mr. Melhado to state that I am much indebted for his 
assistance in this matter, there being no properly accredited Consular Agent at this 
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port. My thanks are due also to Mr. Prudot, the American Consul, who also came 
forward and offered his assistance on the occasion. 

I take the earliest opportunity of forwarding this despatch to the Senior Officer, 
in order that no time may be lost in communicating the character of this vessel to 
Her Majesty’s Government, and of intimating my suspicions that the port of 
Truxillo has been allowed to become a port for fitment of vessels engaged in the 
Slave Trade. On my return I looked in at the port of Truxillo, and found both 
steamer and brigantine had sailed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. C. F. WILSON. — 





Inclosure 1 in No. 215. 


Lieutenant Croke to Commander Wilsun. 
Sir, : “* Spiteful,” Truxillo,” May 29, 1862. 
IN compliance with your orders I proceeded, in company with the Fort Major of this town, to board and 
examine the steamer under Spanish colours at anchor in this port. 

On going on board, the Captain, who stated his name to be Serapio Equidarer, informed me that she was 
the ‘* Noe d’siqui,” from Matanzas to Matamoros. It appeared by a clearance from the former port, which 
he produced, that it wae ninety days since she left Matanzas, and neither he nor his crew could tell in what 
manner the vesse! had been employed during that period; neither could they assign any reason for her being 
in the port of Truxillo, having been sent from Cuba to join her in a brig laden with provisions and coals. The 
former captain and part of the crew have proceeded to Cuba in an English schooner, and the remainder of the 
crew are on board the said brig now in harbour. 

On my demanding the log-book and the requisite ship’s papers none were found to be forthcoming, and 
captain and crew professed to be in entire ignorance of the name of her owners, or of his or their employers. 
Her engineer stated that he had come from the Havana to repair the engines. On my inquiring what were 
the defects, he could not particularize a single one, and then said the vessel was going to France for repairs. 

I then proceeded to search her below, and found between 80 and 100 casks of what I suppose to be salt 
meat, also about 20 bales of sarsaparilla, and several bags of salt. 

In consequence of her hatchway being piled up with sand, and the deck built on her bottom covered with 
about three feet of ashes, I was unable to search her minutely down below; nevertheless, I discovered some tin 
pannikins usually used in slavers. ‘ 

Her holds (fore and after) had been err cleaned’ and whitewashed in this port by labourers from 
the shore, notwithstanding which, and the precaution her captain had taken of strewing ashes as before mentioned, 
a most offensive smell still existed, evidently arising from human filth. 

On her main deck I found a considerable quantity of plank, which could not be requisite in a vessel with 
two regularly-built decks, and could only be used for bulkheads. 

The captain stated her tonnage to be 356 tons, but my own opinion is that she is a vessel of at least 750 
or 800 tons. including space occupied by engine-room and bunkers, which do not occupy 200 tons; but coals 
were stowed in every available part of the ship. 

I remarked while in the engine-rvom that the plate bearing the name of the makers had been removed, and 
I could not ascertain who they were. 

From the above stated suspicious circumstances relative to her proceedings since leaving Matanzas, and 
from having visited on the coast of Africa many vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, I am fully persuaded, 
and do not hesitate to offer it as my opinion (in which the Fort Major fully coincides), that she has not only already 
run a cargo of slaves, but is now about to proceed on a similar voyage. 

I have, &c. 
‘ (Signed) J. N. CROKE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 215. 
Commander Wilson to the Governor of Truzillo. 


’ “ Spiteful,” Truxillo, May 29, 1862. 

HAVING on my arrival at this port discovered a steamer under Spanish colours at anchor, which I had 
every reason to believe was employed in the nefarious Traffic of slavery, I considered it my duty to call upon 
you and to represent the nature and character of the said vessel. 

At an interview held with you and your officials which took place last night you admitted her to be a 
most suspicious vessel, but you stated that owing to the slight force at your disposal you had not considered 
it advisable to order her to quit the port, seeing that you could not enforce your orders. 

At your suggestion an officer was appointed on your part, and I having appointed Lieutenant Croke on 
my part, the vessel was this morning examined and searched, and from the report of the officers above named 
uo doubt remains on my mind that this vessel has carried a cargo of slaves, and is about to renew a voyage 
for the same purpose. 

There are circumstances which place it beyond the possibility of a doubt that she is employed on an illicit 
Traffic; since her arrival in this port she has been supplied with coals, and a total change of crew and captain, 
hy a vessel which brought them over from the Coast of Cuba, and which vessel is now at anchor under most 
suspicious circumstances. She possesses no clearance from her last port, and there is no documentary evidence 
to prove in what manner she has been employed since she left Matanzas for Matamoros, a period of “ days, 
since she has a large quantity of provisions on board, for which neither captain nor crew can account. There is 
no log-book produced, and both captain and crew professed to be unaware of the name of the owner. 

It is thus evident that a slaver has been permitted to remain in this port for a space of eighteen days, 
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during which time no cognizance has been taken of the suspicious manner in which she has been acting. I 
shall therefore feel it my duty to represent to the Government I have the honour to serve the state of things 
at present existing in the port of Truxillo, and to state it as my opinion that this place has been allowed to 
become a port whence vessels may fit out for the Slave Trade. 

I am warranted in believing that this is the case, as this vessel was never warned to quit the port, and 
has been receiving the same civilities and attentions as though she were a legalized trader. 

I beg to state that in my opinion the Government of Honduras, between whom and the English Govern- 
ment friendly relations at present exist, would be much compromised were the English Government aware that 
vessels suspected uf being engaged in the Slave Trade were allowed to harbour in the port of Truxillo. 

I therefore have to suggest that as you yourself have stated to me it is not in your power to enforce your 
orders, which is the only reason why you have not ordered this vessel to quit the port, that you will aid me in the 
suppression of Slave Traffic (which this vessel is now engaged in) by authorizing me to seize this vessel in this 
port. I beg to point out that there exists a mutual Treaty between Great Britain and Spain for the abolition of 
slavery, the flag of which latter country this vessel is now flying. 

In case of your arriving at the decision of surrendering this steamer to Her Britannic Majesty’s ship 
“« Spiteful,” I shall be prepared to place a crew on board to reg to en adjudication. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. C. F. WILSON. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 215. 


The Governor of Truzillo to Commander Wilson. 
( Translation.) 
Sir, Government House, Trurillo, May 30, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour of answering your esteemed official letter of yesterday's date in the following 
manner :— 

After the interview which took place the night before last in this Government House, in which interview 
Mr. Wm. Melhado performed the office of interpreter, I had the displeasure of being informed by my Adjutant, 
the Lieutenant Cloter, that said interpreter not only went beyond his limits, but also entirely changed the 
meaning of the words, I did not doubt it from that moment, and it is now corroborated by your note, which 
alludes to words | did not use. The interview was to investigate the Spanish steamer “ Moe d' Aqui,” anchored in 
this port, and flying the flag of her nation. 

It was for the Undersigned equally an honour and a pleasure to give to the Commandant of Her Britannic 
Majesty's steamer the details which were in his knowledge, so as to clear up the suspicions which you had that the 
said steamer was employed in the criminal Traffic of Negroes. 

For ypis purpose 1] agreed to your wishes, permitting the search of the steamer, which you desired to be done, 
by a subaltern officer, and showing you the most important papers with which she has been admitted into this port. 
Both things took place yesterday, and, as you will remember, in your presence I ordered the captain to be told to 
present to you the log-buok, according to your desire, and it is yet in this office. 

You have informed me that from the report of the searchers you have not the least doubt that this steamer 
has brought a cargo of slaves, anc that she is ready to make anotber voyage of the same purport, which you infer 
from her having been supplied with coal and a new crew; the reason of this I have explained to you in the 
interview, as well as other remarks whtch your note contained, 

The ninety days’ voyage is explained in the log-book that was shown to me with the other napers of the 
vessel. The name of the owner or proprietor is in the register given by Her Catholic Majesty, |. the 13th of 
May, 1860, and countersigned by her Minister of Marine with the Royal Seal; and in the muster-roll, if it is 
overlooked carefully, will be found her entries and departures in some ports of England. On this account she has 
been received in this port, and her captain has answered all my interrogatories; otherwise, as the Commander 
may rest assured, she would not have been admitted, as the laws and customs of this country are entirely opposed 
to it. 

You conclude by asking me to deliver said Spanish steamer to Her Britannic Majesty's steamer “ Spiteful,” 
for which you are ready to put a crew on board of her and carry her to Jamaica to be confiscated. 

Although I am well disposed to have the suspicions which are entertained cleared up, I am opposed to 
the delivery, because it would bring on my Government compromises and difficulties of immense importance. 

I clearly and decisively said to you, on the night of our interview, that it should not be my measures that 
would put my Governr-ent in an international question with foreign Powers, among which is Great Britain, with 
whom she has the most friendly relations. 

The Undersigned concludes, informing the Commander that I will put the whole effair in the knowledge of 
my Government, and that it is a pleasure for him to reiterate the sentiments of esteem with which he subscribes 


himself, &c. 
(Signed) A. FONSECA. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 215. 
Certificate. 


_WE, the Undersigned, merchants of Truxillo, do hereby certify that the steamer now laying in this port 
arrived here under most suspicious circumstances, and we are of opinion that she has already been employed 
carrying slaves, and is about to proceed on another similar voyage ; and what confirms this opinion is, that many 
men from this shore have been employed on board in cleaning the hold where we have been made to understand 
that a large quantity of human filth was taken out, and white lime thrown down as a disinfectant. Furthermore, 
the said steamer arrived here in ballast, and after remaining some time a brig came off this port, and on the steamer 
making her out a white flag with black ball was placed as the private signal, when brig immediately went alongside 
and delivered her cargo, consisting of coals and provisions, and a new captain and crew for said steamer, the old 
crew having been shipped as passengers on board the schooner “ Dolphin ” and brig “ Kate” bound for Batabano. 
We, therefore, are convinced that, unless some repressive measures are taken, this coast will rapidly become a 
place where slavery will be carried on, and this port allowed to become a port of fitment fur vessels abort to 
proceed in this nefarious Traffic. : 
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Mr. Edward Prudot, one of the Undersigned, and the appointed Government Measurer for Tonnage, is of 
opinion that the said steamer is, at least, 700 tons, whereas she is represented to be only 350 tons, and he 
had no orders from the Collector of Customs to measure her. : 

In witness whereof we hereto attach our respective signatures. 

Trusillo, May 30, 1862. 

(Signed) ©. PRUDOT. 
WM. MELHADO. 





Inclosure 5 in No, 215. 
Evidence taken in the presence of Messrs. Prudot and Methado, Merchants of Truzillo. 


’ ALFRED LEE makes the following statement :— 

That he was employed to work on board the brig which arrived in this por! on the 23rd with a cargo of coals 
and provisions, and a new crew and captain for the steamer, anchored in this port; that during the time on board 
the brig that one of the officers of steamer asked if he would like to be employed on board the steamer as fireman. 
He replied, yes; but would desire to know to what port she was bound, and also at what rate they would pay. 
The officer replied that the rates in Havana were 30 to 40 dollars, but on board the vessel higher rates would be 
given, and he would like to get three more men from shore in the same capacity ; he also stated that he could not say 
to what port the steamer was bound; that he (Lee) was afterwards employed as a labourer on board the steamer, 
and was ordered down in the after-hold to stow away coals, and during the time he was down there, and having 
been in the African trade was aroused at seeing a large quantity of pans and several barrels of tin-pots, and also a 
very large galley for the size of the vessel ; he was also offered 150 dollars advance to go if he would ship, which 
he declined, having been convinced from all he saw that she was bound for the coast of Africa. It was urged by 
the officer that sailors have no right to inquire to what port vessels are bound, but that he would guarantee him 
that if the vessel made a safe voyage that he would at the ship’s expense return him to Havana. 


Trusillo, May 30, 1862. 
(Signed) Cc. PRUDOT. 
WM. MELHADO. 
ee aa 


Inclosure 6 in No. 215, 


Commander Wilson to the Governor of Truzillo. 


2 “ Spiteful,” Truxillo, May 30, 1862. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day's date, and in reply thereto I beg to 
inform you that I consider it contains a number of statements quite at variance with the facts of the case ; therefore 
no other course is now open to me but the one of forwarding to Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, through the 
proper channel, the representations I have made to you, together with the proofs which lead me to believe the 
steamer in question is engaged in an illegal traffic, which opinion I still continue to maintain. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. C. F. WLLSON. 


Sir, 





No. 216. 
Commander Hickley to Vice-Admiral Sir A. Milne. 


Sir, “ Greyhound,” Nassau, June 5, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, having left Nassau under sail, on 
Sunday, the 25th May, I proceeded en route for Anguilla Islands, and on rounding 
Stirrup Key I exchanged colours with a United States’ man-of-war steamer at 
anchor three and a;half to four miles to the westward of the Key, and, the weather 
becoming unusually squally, thick, and threatening, the wind being foul, I came-to, 
to ensure position from the effects of the Florida Stream, the same evening, under 
the Great Isaacs. 

2. The weather moderating the following morning, I proceeded under steam, 
and, avchoring at Anguilla Island at noon on Tuesday, the 27th, landed forthwith 
all boats’ crews and searched it to the north-west, commencing about three-quarters 
of a mile from its south-east end, and found nothing but the effects of recent bush- 
burning, and places where temporary wells had been sunk. 

3. On the 28th I steamed along the coast of the northernmost island to examine 
it, and, being treeless and low, I could see very definitely and satisfactorily every 
object with a glass from the mast-head, so did not land, being persuaded that it 
would be only loss of time to do so, but proceeded back to the last anchorage and 
landed another party to search the remaining south-east portion of the south island, 
and at 5p.m. succeeded in finding three Spaniards secreted in the centre of the island, 
in the thickest of the woods, being in two huts, who described themselves as fisher- 
men, but their appearance, possessions, wardrobe, &c., quite contradicting this, I 
sent them on board the ship as prisoners, for the ultimate purpose of bringing them 
to Nassau to be dealt with by the Governor. 

4. At 6 on the following morning I observed a schooner acting suspiciously, 
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standing in for the land, and on making us out, edging away again, and, as she 
increased her distance; edging more away, I made sail in chase over the Cay Lal 
Bank, getting steam up meanwhile, and, overhauling her, found her to be a large 
Spanish coasting-schooner, from Havana, with water-casks, rice, salt fish, &c., on 
board, but nota full cargo, bound for Paros, on the coast of Cuba. _I have little doubt 
that she was actually coming to land her cargo on AnguilJa for slave purposes, but 
her papers being clear, and not anything to detain her legally, | was reluctantly 
obliged to let her go,asI believe she had been chartered by the prisoners to complete 
one part of their arrangements. 

5. I returned again to the anchorage to make further search for arms, &c., and 
taking off all articles already found, and succeeding in the discovery of a musket, a 
double-barrel pistol, and a fowling-piece, hid in the bushes. The boats returned at 
sunset, 

6. On the 30th, not to leave anything undone now the ship was on this service, 
T again landed with a strong party, and, men lining the beach on the south, advanced 
to the north side of the island, in hail of each other, and keeping each the direct 
course through his own ground, the thicket ph g quite impervious at some points 
except by crawling on hands and kne‘s, and in all parts exceedingly difficult to pass 
through. This mancuvre was completed twice, and resulted in finding more water- 
casks of water, slave mess-tubs, spoons, and a 30-foot gig, all stowed away most 
cleverly, but no more arms, which | had hoped to find. The gig was only seen by 
firing the bush, and was in flames to such an extent that attempting to save her 
was useless, likewise most of the tubs, with the exception of a few, which, with a 
large number of spoons, were succeeded in being saved as a testimony against the 
prisoners. 

7. The search being now completed, and the boats returning at sunset, | 
weighed and proceeded in chase of a brig at anchor on the bank, and at 9 boarded 
the Spanish ship ‘* Zolus,” bound to the Havana from Brazils and Porto Rico; and 
having searched her, I released her the following morning, and, waiting wind 
myself, remained at anchor until 3 p.m., when I weighed under sail to a light air 
from the northward, which falling soon after, I steamed up the Florida Stream, 
making my way back to Nassau, where after having anchored at the Great Isaacs, 
Stirrup Key, and Berry Bank, on account of the unusually thick, squally, and 
unsettled weather, | have the honour to report my arrival this day with the three 
prone. their huts heing burned, their money, books, papers, and ammunition 
veing in my possession, their clothes and uecessary personal property being given 
to them, as also a sufficient quantity of their supplies for their own use; the 
remaining portion of the eatables having been served out to the ship’s messes. 

8. Among the prisoners’ papers being compasses, protractors, navigation, and 
work books, | have the honour to express my opinion that the three prisoners are 
the captain and mates, or mate and supercargo, of a slaver to be fitted out from the 
Anguilla Islands, where, having previously accumulated the necessary supplies, the 
vessel herself with her crew, by the preconcerted signal of firing a large portion of 
the bush, arrives, and all arrangements are made for the Voyage for procuring, as 
well as for disembarking, negroes, 

9. There are indications of these fires in many parts of the island, which could 
be easily seen by a vessel off, if not on, the coast of Cuba, and the slaves are then, 
I conclude, run in steamers or small schooners to the cays adjacent, or the port of 
Cardenas ; everything in the position of the look-out place, the prisoners having a 
green signal light, the cleverly contrived standing of the huts, the labyrinth-fke 
arrangements of the paths themselves, and their completely blind appearance to a 
stranger, induce me to take this opportunity to bring to your notice the fact that 
the Southern Anguilla is a regular fair-way for the Spanish Slave Trade, and that 
it bears its own evidence to the fact. 

I have, &c. ° 
(Signed) H. D. HICKLEY. 


** Nile,” at Halifax, June 23, 1862. 
TRANSMITTED for their Lordships’ information with reference to my letter 
of the 18th September last, and to previous correspondence on the subject of 
these cays being made use of asa slave-depét. By my letter of the 28th April, 
their Lordships will have learnt that the “ Landrail” has been cruizing for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade in their vicinity. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILNE. 
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No. 217. 
Commodore Dunlop to Vice- Admiral Sir A. Milne. 


Sir, “Tmaum,”’ at Jamaica, June 22, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your consideration, copy of a 
letter from Commander Wilson, of Her Majesty’s ship “Spiteful,"* inclosing copies 
of a correspondence between him and the Governor of Truxillo, relative to a 
Spanish steamer lying at that port supposed to be a slaver. 

2. As it appears to me that the Governor of Truxillo did not act with the 
energy which he ought to have shown, I shall transmit a copy of this corre- 
spondence to Her Majesty’s Minister at Guatemala, with a view to his conduct 
being inquired into. 

3. In consequence of this correspondence it is my intention to send a vessel as 
often as possible to Truxillo and the coast.of Honduras to watch proceedings. 


am, &c. 
(Signed) HUGH DUNLOP. 





No. 218. 
Commander Hewett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, * Rinaldo,” New Orleans, July 3, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you with my arrival here on the Ist instant, 
having called off Havana on the 25th ultimo, and delivered the despatches to the 
Harbour Master, who (only) came alongside in his boat. After a very short delay 
I proceeded direct for New Orleans, and the next morning was joined by the 
‘‘Landrail,” and kept company until our arrival in the Mississippi on the 
30th ultimo, receiving a pilot who took the ship over the bar (South-west Pass), 
carrying a good 17 feet of water. He then delivered the charge of the ship over to 
a river-pilot, who piloted me up to the city. 

The “Catimat,” French war-steamer, and a Spanish war-steamer, besides 
several United States’ vessels of war, are here. 

The town is perfectly healthy, as also the shipping, including Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop under my command and the “ Landrail.” 

By a more sure route I shall transmit a detailed account of how I found 
matters in New Orleans. 

This is only to acquaint you with my arrival, and the general health of the 


city, &c. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT. 
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